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Lectures on Diseases of the Heaxt. 
By Austin Flint, M. D., 

FBOFBSaOB OF THS FRIN0IPLE8 AND FBACTICB OF mDICIME AND 

OF CLINICAL MBDICINB, IN THB BBLLBTTTB 

HOSPITAL MEDICAL OOLLIOI. 

[Reported for Tbb Mkdical Rboobd.] 
Legtubb VI. 

FUNCTIONAL DISORDERS OF THE HEART — REDU- 
PLICATION OF HEART- SOUNDS — ALTERNATE 
STRONG AND WEAK SYSTOLE — INFREQUENCY 
OF THB heart's ACTION — INCREASED FRE- 
QUENCY OF THE heart's ACTION — INTER- 
MITTENCY OF THB HEARTHS ACTION. 

Gentlemen: — I will next call your atten- 
tion to the fnnotionhl disorders of the heart; 
those disorders which do not involve inflam- 
mation, nor any appreciable lesion either of 
the valves or the walls of the organ. These 
functional disorders vary in character. They 
may coexist with organic lesion, yet having no 
mntnal dependence upon each other. I will 
raise this question at the outset: How are we 
to determine that disorders of the heart are 
functional? The answer is this: we are to 
determine ^y the absence of physical siens of 
organic disease of the heart. We reach the 
diagnosis of functional disorders of the heart 
hj exclusion; we exclude organic lesions. The 
different organic lesions, having, as they do 
have, diagnostic physical signs, the absence of 
those signs warrants the exclusion of the lesion. 
As a general statement, this is true. There 
are a few exceptions, but if with a proper 
degree of knowledge and self-confldence, and 
sufficient careful examination, we find that 
there are no signs present of organic disease 
of the heart, we are justified in eaying that 
the trouble, whatever may be its manifesta- 
tions, is functional. We are able to say that 
the patient has no organic diEease of the heart. 
If you have not already bad the opportunity 
to make the observation, you will learn in the 
course of time bow desirable it is to be able to 
make that statement to your patients, for 
with most of the functional disorders of the 
heart there is connected a great deal of 



anxiety and apprehension. Patients oome to 
us for examination with the greatest trepida- 
tion; are reluctant to have an examination' 
made, for fear that something wrong about 
the heart will be found. Perhaps there is no 
class of affections more terrible to tiie patient 
than diseases of the heart; nothing which 
strikes the mind with more terror than the 
idea of sudden death, so commonly associated 
with these affections. This common idea is 
fallacious, for the great majority of cases of 
orsanic diseases of the heart do not terminate 
suddenly; but patients are not prepared to- 
make any discrimination with regara to the 
different forms of organic diseases of the 
heart. To say that they have disease of the 
heart is sufficient oftentimes to produce great 
terror, and that fact is to be considered. Sup- 
pose you find a lesion which is innocuous, as 
we do not infrequently; if we are obliged to 
say there is an organic affection, the state- 
ment should be coupled with such explanation 
as to remove the apprehensions naturally en- 
tertained by the patient. To impress mora 
and more this negative method of reaching; 
the conclusion that there exists only a func- 
tional disorder of the heart, let us suppose- 
that here is our patient before us in a great . 
state of anxiety and apprehension, and watch- 
ing closely, as they will do, while you are- 
making your examination. He has stated his 
symptoms, you have examined the pulse,, 
obtained the history of the case, and have per- 
haps in your own mind already reached nearly 
a positive conclusion in favor of its being a& 
case of functional disturbance. But we cannot 
feel confident that no organic disease of the 
heart is present, unless that conclusion is based 
upon physical exploration and the absence of 
physical si^ns of organic disease. The physi- 
cian, in order to produce the desired moral 
effect upon the patient, and relieve him from 
apprehension, must speak with a confiderce 
which he cannot very well assume, unless it is 
based upon a conviction derived from physical 
exploration. We see the evils of this in prac- 
tice. If the physician does not feel competent 
to reach a correct conclusion, he must resort 
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to one of two things: either form a conclusion 
and take the risk of being in error, and do 
harm in that manner, perhaps by saying that 
the patient has an organic disease, when the 
truth is it is merely functional in character; 
or, on the other hand, call it functional when 
it is organic, and perhaps the patient dies sud- 
denly; or, what is more commonly done, as 
we learn by experience to be reserved and non- 
committal, he does not give a positive opinion. 
Perhaps he says in this manner, ^' There is 
nothing of any sreat importance in your case," 
in a kind of mdefinite way, and the effect is 
this: the patient thinks the physician believes 
he has disease of the heart, but does not wish 
to tell him. Patients rarely appreciate our 
ignorance, and that is the conclusion they 
draw from such non-committalism on the part 
of the physician, namely, that he knows, but 
does not choose to tell; whereas the truth is 
he does not know, and he answers indetnitely, 
because he knows that if he does otherwise, 
he runs a risk of committing an error in diag- 
nosis. 

Let us proceed with the examination of our 
patient. In the first place, we naturally direct 
attention to the size of the heart Is it en- 
larged? To settle this question the apex-beat 
is found. Is it in its normal situation? Does 
an oblique line from it to the centre of the 
sternum form the hjpothenuse of a triangle 
which outlines the superficial cardiac space? 
Is the area of cardiac dnlness normal? We 
have now found that this patient's heart is not 
enlarged. 

Next, with regard to valvular lesions, and 
we are satbfied, from the fact that there is no 
enlargement of the heart, that there is no im- 
mediate danger from those, for they give rise 
to danger by first producing enlargement of 
the heart and enlargement by dilatation. 

But we wish to go farther. We have de- 
termined that the heart is not enlarged, and 
we will now determine whether there are pres- 
ent valvular lesions. We exclude lesions at 
the mitral orifice and those at the aortic orifice 
because we find no murmur, either systolic or 
diastolic. We will eo one step farther and 
compare the aortic and pulmonic second sound, 
and we find that they bear a normal relation 
to each other. These conclusions may be 
reached with a very brief examination, but 
here let me give you a caution. Take suffi- 
cient time to make an examination which will 
be satisfactory to the patient and produce the 
desired moral effect. For your own satisfac- 
tion it may not be necessary to spend more 
than two minutes in making the examination; 
but to leave the impression upon the mind of 
the patient that your examination has been 
thorough^ an impression that will greatly in- 
crease the value of your declaration that there 



is no organic disease of the heart present, it is 
well to consume perhaps ten minutes in the 
examination. That length of time will give 
you ample opportunity to study the normal 
vesicular respiration at various places over the 
chest, and afford you an opportunity to famil- 
i vrize yourself more thoroughly with the first 
and second sound of the heart, and all the 
r<3lations which they sustain to each other. 
Having done this the patient will be very 
likely to have the impression that the examina- 
tion has been thoroughly and completely made, 
and we can say to the patient that the heart 
is sound, and say it in such a manner as will 
convince him that he has a sound heart. There 
are no diseases, perhaps, in nosology where 
the si^i^ are so constantly demonstrable as 
diseases of the heart, and perhaps no class of 
diseases which we are better warranted in ex- 
cluding by the absence of those signs. 

Let us now consider the different forms of 
functional disorder of the heart. 

JBlrat^ we have bbduplication of thb 
HBABT-souKDs. This form possesses no great 
amount of practical importance, but it posses- 
ses interest, and we must be prepared to recog- 
nize it. By reduplication we mean one or 
both of the two sounds of the heart duplicated 
for each pulse; that is, four sounds, if both 
normal sounds are ^reduplicated; if only one 
sound is reduplicated we have three sounds. It 
is not common to find reduplication of both 
sounds. 

It is exceedingly rare to find reduplication 
of the first sound without reduplication of the 
second, but it is tolerably common to find 
reduplication of the Eecond without coexistent 
reduplication of the first souqd of the heart. 

The reduplication may be represented as 
follows: If the normal sounds are represented 
by the syllables lub-dup, the reduplication of 
the second sound will be '^represented by the 
syllables lub-dup-dup. 

We occasionally meet with cases in which 
both sounds are reduplicated, and in which 
such reduplication can be appreciated. How 
do we determine the reduplication? If we 
have four heart-sounds for each pulse, the in- 
terval of time between the heart-sounds is very 
small, and it is of particular interest to know 
how we are to distmguish this form from the 
next functional disorder to be considered. 
We are to determine the fact of reduplication 
in this manner: we compare the heart-sounds 
with the pulse; not the radial pulse, but the 
carotid p^lse. 

if the second sound Is reduplicated, the 
rhythm is so peculiar that we can hardly mis- 
take it. What is the explanation? The first 
explanation given was that the heart ventri- 
cles did not complete their contraction* that 
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they stopped for aa iostant between the com- 
menoemeat and the end of the contraotion, aad 
then completed it. The most rational explan- 
ation, ana tiiat generally adopted, I believe, is 
this: We have in the redaplioation of the 
heart-sounds a want of exaot synchronism in 
the contraction of the two ventricles. Nor- 
mally the ventricles contract together, but if 
one contracts a little before the other that 
fact accounts for the reduplication. Why is 
it, then, that we fail to have reduplication of 
the first sound in so great a proportion of 
cases, if that is the true explanation? If it is 
the correct explanation, we might naturally 
expect that botn sounds would be reduplicated 
with oqual frequency. The explanation is 
this: When reduplication of the heart-sounds 
is present, we have a feeble-acting heart; that 
is, the ventricular sounds are divided, and, of 
course, each is weakened. Now the first 
sound, so far as the valvular element is con- 
cerned, is a weaker sound than the second. 
When, therefore, the heart is weakened by 
this form of disorder, we do not get more 
than one of the elements of the first sound 
produced; we lose the first sound which is 
produced by the right ventricle, and the redu- 
plication in not produced. But, under these 
circumstances, the second sound being louder 
and sharper in health, so far as the valvular 
element is concerned, we have an appreciable 
reduplication. 

This form of functional disorder has more 
of scientific interest than practical importance. 
It occurs sometimes with valvular lesions, and 
sometimes in connection with healthy hearts. 
It sometimes continues for a few minutes only, 
and sometimes for hours and days; more fre- 
quently, however, it is transient. It is not 
attended by appreciable symptoms and does 
not claim any special treatment, and the 
reasons for its occurrence are not well under- 
stood. 

▲LTBSKATB STBOKQ AND WBAK SYBTOLX. 

The next form of functional disorder is 
likely to be confounded with reduplication. 

We meet, occasionally, with a form of func- 
tional disorder of the heart in which every 
alternate systole is too weak to produce a 
radial pulse. The ventricular contraction is 
too feeble to produce a sufficient momentum 
of the arterial blood to cause a radial pulse to 
be appreciated with the finger. This occurs 
regularlv, so that the pulse at the wrist repre- 
sents only every alternate systolic ventricular 
contraction. It is very curious to notice with 
what regularity this irregular action of the 
heart is preserved, and it may continue for 
successive days. 

Many years ago, before beinff acquainted 
with this form of functional cusorder, I re- 



garded it as a reduplication, and, moreover, 
observed and reported a case in which the in- 
terest rested chiefly in the fact that *' redupli- 
cation of the heart-sound continued several 
days." As I was afterwards satisfied, this 
was a case not of reduplication, but of the 
form of disorder under present consideration. 
There is a mode in which you may avoid 
this error, and that is, b^ making your obser- 
V itions in connection with the carotid pulse. 
This alternate weak systole is usually strong 
enough to produce a carotid pulse. This form 
of functional disorder may occur with valvular 
legion, with enlargement of the heart, or it 
may occur without cardiac disease. The dis- 
order has no special significance. Why it oo- 
ctirs we cannot explain. The patient may not 
be conscious of it. It claims no particular 
plan of treatment. It is more Interesting as a 
clinical curiosity than as possessing any prac- 
tical importance. 

iiTFABQirBsrcr of thb hbabt's JLoriOH. 

Another form of functional disorder is in- 
frequency of the heart's action. Not much 
attention has been given to this form of dis- 
order, and, if I mistake not, my own knowl* 
edge of it has been acquired smoe the pub* 
licatlon of the second edition of my work up- 
on Diseases of the Heart. 

The heart's action may be so reduced in 
frequency that we get a pulse numbering 50, 
40, 30, and perhaps even less than that. I 
have met with a few such cases, and reported 
them in a short paper which was read before 
t'le New York Academy of Medicine, and sub- 
sequently published in the ''American Prac- 
titioner." In order to distingubh between 
this form of disorder and that in which we 
have alternate weak systoles, we have first to 
determine that the pulse corresponds in fre- 
quency with the heart's sound. If they ao* 
cord, that is sufficient to exclude alternate 
strons and weak systoles. 

If the pulse is diminished much in frequency, 
it is accompanied with certain nervous symp- 
toms which do not correspond in all cases. 

The patient is sensible of a certain feeling 
of discomfort, and sometimes has a sense of 
impending death. In some cases there is a 
certain amount of mental aberration and a 
general feeling of prostration. Of course, in 
examining suon a case, and before it is pro- 
nounced to be one of functional disorder, we 
must exclude organic disease of the heart as 
in all the differeat forms of functional disor- 
der, by the absence of the si^ns of organic 
disease. This form of functional disorder 
does not tend to a fatal result; there is no 
danger accompanying it. In none of the cases 
in which I have observed it has a fatal ter- 
mination occurred, but, on the other hand, all 
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the patients have reooTered from it after a 
Bhort time. 

It ia not easy of explanation. It would 
seem that the retarded action of the heart ia 
produced by some influence transmitted to the 
organ through the pat vaffum. In determin- 
inff that we have this form of functional dis- 
order, we must take into consideration the 
fact that the heart's action is rendered infre- 
quent by cerebral disease, and by the influence 
of certain drues. Of course, all these must 
be excluded before the conclusion is reached 
that the patient has this form of functional 
disorder of the heart. 

The indications for treatment are to stimu- 
late the patient by the use of alcohol, and 
perhaps oonnter-imtation. 

This form of functional disorder is interest- 
ing, because of its infrequency, and it has 
scarcely been recognized as a lorm of func- 
tional aisease of the heart. 

nrCBBABXD VBSQUXirCT OF THE BKABT'b 

Acnoir. 

In the foims of functional disorder of the 
heart commonly met with, the action of the 
heart is increaeed in frequency without dis- 
turbance of the rhythm. 

This disorder is illustrated in that Tory 
curious disease known as exophthalmic goitre, 
or Grave's disease, or Basedow's disease, in 
which we have a persistent frequency of the 
heart's action, ISO or 140 beats to the minute, 
and perhaps continuing so for years. .We 
should naturally suppose that this, like other 
muscles, would become fatigued by such per- 
sistent rapid movement, but such is not the 
case. We meet occasionally with cases in 
which there is a rapid action of the heart per- 
sisting for days and weeks with regularity of 
rhythm, without the protrusion of the eyes 
and the enlargement of the thyroid body 
present in exophthalmic goitre. Still, these 
cases are comparatively infrequent. In the 
great majority of cases of functional disorder 
of the heart, characterized by increased fre- 
quency of the heart's action, we have with the 
rapidity a disturbance of the rhythm, or regu- 
larity, and the disturbance occurs in par- 
oxysms. These paroxysms are of variable 
duration. It may be for an instant only. 1'he 
most common form is this: the patient is sud 
denly seized with a rapid aud irregular action 
of the heart, and he is conscious of it, aud 
painfully so— and it produces a fear, not in- 
frequently, of sudden death. These parox} sms 
appear at different times with greater or less 
frequency, and in some instances the irregular 
action of the heart is excessive; the patient 
has an 'insane heart," which may continue so 
for days, and sometimes for weeks. When it 
does continue so long, the consciousness of it 



is so painful and the apprehension so ^eat, 
that we can hardly help feeling a ^at mter- 
est ourselves, lest there is somethmg present 
more than functional disorder, 

INTSBMITTSNCT OF THE HSABT'S ACTION. 

The form of functional disturbance which, 
perhaps, excites most apprehension is inter- 
mittency of the heart's action. This is fre- 
quently associated with palpitation, as it is 
called. There is an exceedinglv irregular 
action of the heart — "fluttering'' is a term 
used by many patients to express it; some- 
times a violent action, as thougn the heart was 
'^stmgeling to get out of the chest, when sud- 
denly tnere is an intei mission in the bean's 
beat. The patient is conscious of this, aud 
the suggestion is to his mind 9 "I am in danger 
of sudden death." Now, intermittency in the 
heart's action occurs in connection with valvu- 
lar lesions and with enlargement of the heart. 
It occurs when the patient is not conscious 
respecting the j)resence of organic disease of 
the heart, and it is apt to occur in persons ad- 
vanced in years without any coexisting evi- 
dence of organic disease. Intermittency in 
itself is never evidence of organic disease of 
the heart. It occurs often when the patient is 
not conscious of it; but the intermittency in 
this form of disorder is attended with the 
most vivid conciousness. Generally in the 
functional disorders of the heart in which the 
heart's action is increased, the heart-sounds 
are abnormally intense, especially the first 
sound. This is easily explained. I have had 
occasion to call your attention to the fact that 
when the ventricle acts, the curtain of the 
valves are already floated out so that they 
are actually in contact with each other. But 
when the heart is acting rapidly the ventricle 
contracts upon a small quantity of blood, and 
the consequence is that the valves are not thus 
floated out. We have, therefore, an intensi- 
fied valvular element of the first sound; it is 
peculiarly sharpy loud, and valvular in some 
cases. Is ow, with regard to these forms ef 
functional disorder of the heart, we are called 
upon to say to the patients, no matter how 
much disturbance there may be, or how gieat 
distress they may occasion, that there is abso- 
lutely no danger. We are warranted in ray- 
ing that positively, and that mere statement 
is sometimes more important to the patient in 
way of curative influence than any remedies 
which can be employed. It is always impor- 
tant to say to the patients that they must not 
form the habit of leeling their puke, and must 
keep themselves as far as possible from any 
knowledge whatever of their hearts. 

How are we to treat these cases of func- 
tional diseases of the haart? We are to take 
into account the causation. Now, causation 
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involyes a natural conformation or natural 
constitution in some persons. There are some 
persons who have what we call irritable hearts, 
hearts easily excited into functional disturb- 
ance. To these persons we are obliged to 
say that very likely they will not be eured 
entirely. We nlay also say that we believe 
there is no danger, and that they will finally 
get over the disturbance to such an extent as 
to have but comparatively little of it. Aside 
from this innate predisposition, what are the 
causes? Tobacco is one; and, perhaps, when 
only moderately used. Functional disturb- 
ance of the heart occurs in connection wit>) 
dyspepsia. It is eaid to do so from sympathy, 
it is a clinical fact that the two conditions are 
very frequently associated. The condition of 
ansdmia favors functional disorders of the 
heart. Prolonged mental anxiety is a very 
frequent cause of these disorders; and excess 
in venery is also to be mentioned. When pa- 
tients ask me concerning the cause of this die 
turbance about the heart, if it be functional, I 
usually enumerate the different causes and 
leave them to judge as to how far they are 
applicable in their own cases. 

Of course, treatment involves removal of 
these causes. In case of an»mia the treat- 
ment involves the use of chalybeates, hygienic 
measures, and measures to improve the appe- 
tite and assimilation. In those cases in wmcli 
we find evidence of a naturally irritable heari 
we cannot say that cure is to be permanent, 
but we can promise the patients, with a good 
deal of satisfaction, that with the removal of 
all causes within control, and the use of cer 
tain measures for the relief of these, a certain 
degree of benefit will be sure to follow. 

Finally, I wish to call your attention to the 
fact that we may have functional disorders 
coexisting with organic lesions, but not de 
pendent upon them. The same causes which 
^ive rice to functional disorders of the heart 
in persons otherwise healthy, will operate in 
those who have organic disease of the heart, 
but in such cases the functional disturbance is 
more likely to be troublesome than when un- 
associated with organic lesion.* How are we 
to determine the presence of functional dis- 
order coexisting with organic disease of the 
heart? After a certain amount of practical 
observation it will not be difficult to answer 
this question. First, you will ascertain 
whether any of the causes of functional dis- 
order are operating. Next, we can determine 
by physical signs whether the organic lesions 
which exist would be likely to occasion so 
much disturbance of the heart. We can de- 
termine that the organic lesions are not im- 
portant. Now, suppose that symptosis of 
functional disturbance ar j present with little 



or no enlargement of the heart, or what en- 
largement is present is in the way of hyper- 
trophy; we know very well, under these cir- 
cumstances, that the lessons do not generally 
five rise to grave results. If, therefore, we 
nd the phenomena present which have been de- 
scribed under the head of functional disorders, 
we have good ground for the conclusion that the 
disturbance complained of is functional, and if 
treated as such tne patient is usually relieved. 
Functional disorder is especially present in 
patients with organic disease of the heart 
whe'h they become anssmic. Let anaemia be 
developed by indigestion, by lactation, etc., 
and palpitation will be developed and become 
a troublesome symptom, and here we are to 
be careful that the disturbance is not imputed 
to the organic affection while it is due to that 
which gives rise to the functional disorder. 

I wish to have you recognize this fact, that, 
in individual cases, we ma^ have with or- 
ganic lesions important functional disorders of 
the heart, and that we are to endeavor to 
'avoid the error of attaching undue importance 
to the organic lesions from the fact of co- 
existent ninotional affection; for with the 
removal of the functional disturbance, the 
patient will suffer simply from the organic 
lesion, which may give rise to no symptom 
whatever. 



Rheumatism. 

Dr. Julius Pollock, in some clinical remarks 
on rheumatism, clears up some confusion 
which surrounds this subject. Rheumatism 
is applied to several different diseases which 
are essentially distinct, although they have 
certain features in common. The two chief 
forms are articular and muscular rheumatism. 
The former is a disease of early adult life, 
more or less acute in character, with a ten- 
dency to get well in about six weeks. Artic- 
ular rheumatism, when at all severe, is called 
rheumatic fever. It attacks the synovial mem- 
branes and also the similar serous membranes, 
especially of the heart. There is a distinct 
predisposition to this disease in certain persons, 
which is sometimes inherited. The immediate 
exciting cause is exposure to cold or ^' taking 
a chilL'' It never attacks the muscles. Mus- 
cular rheumatism is a disease of middle and 
advanced life, is commonly chronic, and will 
continue indefinitely if not treated. It attacks, 
not the muscles themselves, but the tendons 
and other parts of the muscle which have a 
similar anatomical structure. Muscular rheu- 
matism does not attack the heart, and is rare- 
ly fatal. — Chemist <£ Druggist, 
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Errors in Sanitary Science Supported 
by the N. T. Board of Health. 

Oa the eveniog of Deceu^ber ISth, at a 
meeting of the N. i . Pablic Health A«80cia- 
tion, Mr. James C. Bayles, a member of th^ 
Association and ohairman of the Standing 
Committee on '* Pablic Sewerage and Drain- 
age/' presented his report, and with it an ad- 
dress on '* Hoase Drainage and the Board of 
Health." 

Mr. Bayles had provided some large dia- 
grams, which, in a redaced form, are to be 
found accompanying this reproduction of the 
address. Emanating as did this criticism and 
denunciation of the Board of Health, from 
the ** house of Us friends^^ it affords a text or 
two for public contemplation. Owing to the 
discussion of this subject at this time, we be- 
lieve it will much interest the brofession, and 
the readers of the Journal of Materia Medica. 

^^ We are indebted to Col. Emmons Clark, 
Secretary of the Health Department of the 
City of New York, for copies of a pamphlet' 
intended to instruct the public, as to the pro- 
per method of draining city houses with sewer 
connections. It is printed very neatly and 
illustrated sufficiently, and was, doubtless in- 
tended to do a good work. Unfortunately, 
however, it is calculated to do a vast amount 
of serious mischief, and instead of teaching 
the public ho«F to overcome the evils of defec- 
tive drainage, it is much more likely to mis- 
lead the house owner and confirm the ignor- 
ant architect in the error of his ways. We 
8ay this, not in the spirit of captious criticism, 
nor without due respect for the gentlemen 
whose names appear m the report, or are ap- 
pended to it. We do not hesitate to say, that 
the report should be promptly withdrawn 
from circulation. It defeats the end it seeks 
to accomplish, and before another book is 
printed for general circulation, it would be 
well for the Health Department to invite 
those, who have made a special study of the 
mechanics of hygiene, to send in essays on 
house drainage, for consideration by a com- 
mittee of experts selected to read them, and 
then print the best. A good pamphlet on 
this subject, with from ten to fifteen pages of 
text, and as many illustrations as are needed, 
would be very useful to the public, and the 
honor of offisial publication would be ample 
cdmpensation to anyoae, likely to feel enough 
interest in the cause of sanitary reform, to 
care to contribute to its literature. The fol- 
lowing is the full text of the pamphlet.*' 

UEPKCl'IVE DRAINAGE OF nWJSLUNG UOLKKS. 

The following report upon defective plumb- 
ing and house drainage, has been prepared by 
Sanitary Inspectors 0. p. Rissell, M. D., W\ 



H. B. Post, M. D., and T. J. Neali^ Saoitu^y 
Engineer, unproved by the Sanitary Commit- 
tee and orowed published by the Board of 
HeMUu 

The siabjeot of defective honse-draina^ and 
sewer gas poisoning, has recently, in cities es- 
pecially, been regarded with peculiar interest 
oy samtary officers, by medical men, and by 
the community at large. It cannot be denied 
that emanations from drains and sewers, if 
permitted to penetrate into dwellings, are det- 
rimental to the health of the inmates, and lia- 
ble at times to introduce specific disease. 
Our people are now generally aware of this 
danger, and yet there is remarkable ignorance 
even among the most intelligent classes, in- 
cluding the medical profession itself, of the 
manner in which the poisonous gases gain 
their insidious entrance, and of tne methods 
available for their exclusion. 

It is with a view of instructing the commun- 
ity in this regard, that the following brief and 
simple statement has been prepared. 

Toe principal diagram, (Fig. 1) does not 
pretend to represent an entire dwelling, but it 
exhibits all that is essential, and illustrates 
the vital principles of efficient house drainage. 

ABSBNCB OR NEGLECT OF TRAPS IN HOUSS 

DRAINS, VIZ , WASTE PIPES, SOIL PIPES, 

AND SEWER PIPES OR HOUSE SEWERS. 

Traps (see A. A. A. and B. B. B. Fig. 1) 
are pipe 3 so curved as to retain sufficient 
waste water to seal them against the passage 
of gases. 

W aste pipes (see C. C. C. C. C. and C. D. 
Fig. 1.) receive and conduct to the se^er pipes 
waste water from bath tubs, wash basins, slop 
.iinks, etc. 

Soil pipes (see C. D. Fig. 1) drain the wat^ 
closets (see a. a. a.) into the sewer pipes. 

In some houses the main waste pipe and 
soil pipe are distinct and separate, but in or- 
dinary dwellings they are identical, as in Fig. 
1 rC. D.) 

Sewer pipes or house sewers, (see E. Fig. 1) 
receive and discharge into street sewers the 
entire drainage of houses. 

Traps, unless supplemented by other contri- 
vances, afford little protection, becoming use- 
less — 

1st. By permeation of gases through theur 
water when it has stood for a long Ume. 

2nd. By evaporation of said water under 
similar conditions. 

Snd. By air pressure from street sewers ob- 
structed or filled to repletion. 

4th, By their contents being siphoned or 
sucked up, when a vacuum is produced in their 
connecting drains by heavy discharges, either 
of rain through the roof -leaders (which empty 
into the house sewers), or of other water down 
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the wacta and soil pipat (as from bath-tuba 
Sac) The first tiro duigflra are obviously to 
be »v<rided by frequent water snppties. A 
remedy for the last tvo is the adeqttate vent- 
ilation of waste and soil pipes. They should 
be exteaded, full bore, to a height of about 
two feet above the roof, their upper extremi- 
ties being left open, sarmounted by & oap or 
curved iJownwara {see F, Fig. !)• Every re- 
ceptacle of waste water Bhoutd be guarded 
by a trap (B. B. B. Fig. 1) It is important, 
however, that a free passage of air should 
take plaoe through the waste, soil and sewer 
pipes. Consequently no traps should be put*' 
at the jnnotioD of either of the first two {i. 6. 
K) with the last. The requisite ventilation 
should be secured by a rear roof leader, emp- 
tying into the sewer pipe (see G. G, Fig. J). 
The house sewer snonld be trapped at a 
point between the entrance thereinto of the&^ 
waae or soil pipe, and its jnnotion with the^ 
street sewer (see H. Fig.l). This is a most 
important precaation. The beet material for 
all drun pipes is iron. Every joint should be 
tboronghly secured and oanlked with molten 
lead. 



The house-sewer should be an iron pipe of 
six inches diameter. It shovld never ba oon- 
struoted of brick and mortar, which oaiuot 
long redst the passage of gases. VitriSed 
earthen ware piping is lees objectionable than 
brick, but is more Cable to fractnre and leak- 
age than iron. The house sewer should be 
BO laid as to either remain in sight or to be 
readily uncovered without digging. All the 





other drain pipes should be exposed to view 
as much as possible, as when conceited their 
defects may escape observation. Yards and 
areas should always be pro- 
perly 'graded, well paved ud 
drained by pipes emptying 
into the hoose-sewer. 

Cellars and foundation 
walls should be rendered im- 
pervious to dampness as far 
as oircumstanceB will permit. 
A persistently wet cellar 
should ba provided with a 
separate blind drain, empty- 
ing into the trap of the hooM 
sewer. 

Every dwelling should, if 
possible, be independently 
connected with the street- 
sewer. 

No slnki or baiins should 
be placed in sleeping rooms. 

Privy vaults should not 
be permitted in the yards of 
private houses. 

The above mles refer mere 
particularly to private resi- 
dences. They are in th« 
main, applicable as well to 
tenement hoases ; but the 
ter variety of dwellings have 
some peculiarities. 

Except in the better class 
of such houses water closets 
are impracticable, 84 they 
will constantly be choked 
up with matters thrown inte 
them, by ignorant and care- 
lees tenants. 
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Here, therelore, the privy vault is generallv 
preferable. It most be well constmoted, amd 
irben sita&ted in & contracted yard bounded 
b^ tall faoDBeB, it Bhonld be ventilated by a 
pipe of eight inches caliber, extending from a 
point at least six inohes below the top of the 
vault, to several feet above the roof of the 
highest adjacent building. The privy vault 
should, if practicable, be connected with tb& 
street sewer by a separate drain pipe of its 
own, flashed by roof leaders and yard drain- 
age. 




Fie. 3. 

These directions apply to ordinary privy 
vanlta. The best improved privy vault known 
to this department is represented by Fig. 2, 
(and Fig. 3). It is constmoted byoonneoting 
a water-tight vault with the street sewer by a 
discharge pipe, which is provided with a mov- 
able plug so arranged, tnat the vault can at 
all timee be properly flushed when the plug is 
set in the discharge pipe. The vault can be 
kept free from sewer gases, by means of a cap 
set over this plug dipping into the water in 
the vault. An iron grating should be pro- 
vided in the vault to interoept large substances 
thrown therun. 

By order of the Board : 

Uhablxs F. Chandlbb, President. 
EuKONS Clark; Sec" 

" So much of the contents of the pamphlet 
u relates to privies, we find no present ocoas- 
ioD to criticise: so much of it as relates to 
house drainage, is a curious mixture of sense 
and nonsense, with the latter largely predom- 
inating. Let hb carefully examine. 

TBX DUORAH UABKXD FIG. 1, wMoh, we 816 



told, "does not pretend to repraseut aa entire 
dwelling, but it exhibits all that is taaential, 
and illustrates the oilal principles of effloient 
house drainaffe.'^ 

In our judgment it simply illustrates the un- 
fortunate ignorance of the gentlemen who bor- 
rowed it, probably from some BngliBh book. 

We have too much respect for them to sup- 
pose for a moment that they designed it. To 
show that it iUastrates nearly all that is bad 
is the worst plumbing practice of the time, 
let UB examine the vanons lines of pipes, and 
their oonnections, with the flxtnres disoharg- 
ing into them. 

TRB SOIL PIPE, HOUSE DRAi:{ XSD LEADBE. 

In the house drain, or sewer pipe, we find 
two oonspiouons examples of bad practice. 

The drain is laid perfectly horizontal at a 
depth of say two feet nnder the cellar bottom. 
We are told in the accompanying text that, 
" the house sewer should be so laid as to eith- 
er remain in sight or to be readily uncovered 
taithout digging." 

This certainly does not appear in the cut 
vrhioh " exhibits all that is essential, and illus- 
trates the vital principles of efficient house 
drainage." This, however, is a much less ser- 
ious matter than the absence of any fall or 
pitch. A pipe extending horizontally the 
whole depth of a honse, would soon become 
indescribably foul. The flow would be very 
sluggish, and nothing less than an exception- 
ally heavy downfall of water would flush it at 
alL 

This could not be secured by any means 
shown in the drawing, except the Mvorable 
accident of a heavy thunder shower. Even 
then the flushing would be much less perfect, 
than if a steep pitch had been given to the 

Eipe. It may interest the gentlemen of the 
ealth department, to know that one foot in 
ten is the least pitch which such a pipe should 
have. Two in ten would be a great deal bet- 
ter. In the drawing marked Fig. 4 we have 
corrected this defect, and several others to be 
noted further on. To secure the ventilation 
which, we are glad to see, is recognized as 
important by the Health Depaitment, the ver- 
tical line of soil pipe is carried above the roof, 
terminating in a bend. 

The house drain is also vented to the roof 
by means of the leader. ' This is well enough, 
but to defeat the object thereby sought, the 
gentlemen who Dave undertaken to illastrate 
the " vital prindplee of efficient house drain- 
age," have put a trap in the house drain just 
inside the cellar wall. 

Xow, if there be anything more than an- 
other which we do not find in first class plumb- 
ing work, it is a trap in the main line of pipe 
connecting the house and the sewer. The od- 
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jeot of venting a pipe is to permit a oiroalation 
through it; the object of a trap, is to stop 
such a circulation. If the latter is accom- 



ter is wholly undesirable, it is obviously un- 
wise to secure it at the expense of the former. 
The main waste pipe of a house should be 
carried from the sewer to the roof, without di- 
minution of size, without unnecessary bends 
and loUhout a t/ra^ cU any point. 

In the arrangement shown in Fig. 1, the 
trap H under the cellar floor would do no pos- 
sible |ii:ood, and might do considerable harm. 
So long as the leader remained clear and open 
there would probably be no trouble, but many 
times during the winter, in this climate, it 
would be closed by ice and snow, and then the 
mischief would begin. A sudden dash of wa- 
ter from the closet on the top floor, would 
cause the air in the soil pipe to cushion on the 
seal in trap H, and before it could relieve it- 
self, either by displacing the seal at H, or by 
the displacement of the air which had rushed 
in at F. to fill the partial vacuum which 
would be created in the upper part of the soil 
{)ipe, the half inch seals of every trap on the 
line of the pipe below the top floor would be 
blown out, and a puff of air charged with im- 
purities taken up from the slimy Uning of the 
pipe would be discharged from every fixture. 
The philosophy of this is, that a seal with half 
inch dip in a branch waste, would yield to a 
less pressure than is required to move a seal of 
i inch or more dip, in a 4 inch pipe. The 
same would happen if any fixture above the 
basement floor was used when the leader was 
discharging rain from the roof. 

In no case should any dependence be placed 
upon the ventilation of a soil pipe secured 
through a leader. On this point, Latham, who 
unquestionablj stands at the head of the pro- 
fession of Sanitary Engineering, says: ^* Kain 
water pipes ought never to be used as venti- 
lators, as they terminate under the eaves and, 
moreover, when most required^ a/re doing duty 
in their legitimate capacity.*^ 

If the trap H. was omitted, the warm air of 
the sewer would probably keep the leader open 
in winter. As it is, it would freeze as solid 
as a brick. 

Concerning the trap H. considered as a trap, 
a word or two may not be out of place in this 
connection. It will be noMced tnat the col- 
umn which rises from the bend is covered 
with a cap. The opening thus covered is 
called a hand- hole, and makers and dealers 
claim that it is a great advantage to the trap, 
in that it permits the house owner or tenant to 
dean out anyaccumulations of solid matter 
in the trap. He has only to remove the cover 
to expose the whole inside. This is true, but 
the advantage is doubtful 



In point of fact, these hand-holes are left in 
traps of this kind, simply because they cannot 
be easily cast without thenL They are neces- 



plished, the former cannot be, but as the lat- sary to support the core, and are objectionable 



simply because the caps are not likely to be 
tight. In ninety-nine out of every hundred 
houses in which such traps are introduced, we 
find that the cap is simply held in place by 
the bayonet joint, or by screw bolts, and that 
the edges in contact are just as they came from 
the foundry. Such a joint makes no preten- 
sions to being tight, and it is so difficult to 
make it tight that the plumber often does not 
trouble himself to try. It can be made tight 
for a time with putty or washers, but it re- 
quires constant attention to keep it so, and 
this, such traps never receive. Consequently, 
almost any other trap made, is better than 
this. 

THS WASTE PIPES. 

A further examitation of the drawing which 
^* exhibits all that is essential " in good house 
drainage, reveals the fact that the branch 
wastes are all wrong. On the basement floor, 
the waste from the laundry tubs is carried 
horizontally, for a distance equal to half the 
depth of the house, and discharged into the 
soil pipe of the hopper closet. A much better 
and cheaper arrangement is shown in Fig. 4, 
the tubs washing direct into the soil pipe along- 
side of them. On the third and fourth floors 
we find an equally bad arrangement. The 
baths and basins waste through horizontal 
pipes emptying into the water-closet soil pipes 
above the trap. This would not be likeiy to 
happen in practice, as they would be carried 
into the trap and below the level of the seal, 
but we call attention to it as illustrating the 
worse than valueless character of the drawing 
*' approved by the Sanitary Committee, ano 
ordered published by the Board of Health.' 
Waste pipes should never run horizontally, 
when it is possible to give them a pitch, and 
they should not, in good work, discharge into 
a closet trap. This is the most economical 
way: but as a closet trap is often foul, the wa- 
ter standing in the lower end of the branch 
waste will be foul also, which may give rise 
to a nuisance. It is but little more costly and 
a great deal more satisfactory, to connect 
them with the soil pipe by a separate hub. 

In the arrangement shown in Fig. 1, we 
have every condition as bad as it can possibly 
be. The baths and basins on the twd upper 
floors waste into the soil pipe of the closet 
nearest them, betwen two seals. Whenever 
water was discharged at this point an equal 
volume of foul air in the upper section of the 
soil pipe would be displacea, and as it would 
find several easier ways of escape than through 
the trap seal, this air would puff out into the 
room, freighted with impurities taken up from 
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tbe iS)tb> coating the receiTer and pipe. On 
the other hand, every time either closet wae 
flushed, the seal in the mnning trap of the 
l>ath and baflin waste, if there shoufd ohanoe 
to be one. would be sacked out, leaving the 
receiver and pipe free to vent themselves into 
the rooms. 

TRAPS. 

This brings ns to the consideration of the 
traps. Those under the closets are— we may 
assume— of the usual pattern, although the 
drawirg (Fi^. 1) would give the plumber but 
little idea of how to make connections with 
the waste pipe. The traps in the waste pipes, 
however, are both unusual and bad. In point 
of fact, they are little 
better t})an no traps at 

all. 

The objection to a 
running trap is that it 
cannot be made to hold 
a seal. It will syphon 
out, every time the 
pipe is charged — which 
will be every time the 
bath is emptied, in the 
case illustrated, — and this can only be avoided 
by making the section below the trap so much 
larger than the trap itself, that it cannot be- 
come charged, or by venting the trap. In a 
horizontal pipe of even size throughout, and 
discharging the waste of two fixtures, no mn- 
ning trap coold be expected to hold its seal. 

In the case of thehopper in the lower floor, 
a heavy flood of rain water do wn the leader, 
would probably svphon the seal out of its trap. 
It will be notice^ m Fig. 1, that the over- flows 
of batlis and basins connect with the waste- 
pipe as directly as possible. This is very bad 
practice, as any obstruction in the waBte-|^ij>e 
would render the overflow useless. As this is 
a question of mechanics rather than of hygiene, 
and will not be likelv to five rise to any worse 
conditions than would otherwise exist, we will 
not dwell upon it. 

While upon the subject of traps, we would 
call attention to the fact, that not one of the 
seven shown in Fig. 1 could be relied upon to 
hold its seal. We can never trust a trap which 
is simply a bend in a pipe. Unless the trap is 
vented at the highest point of the bend beiow 
the seal, by a pipe large enough to prevent the 
formation of even a partial vacuum below the 
trap, the displacement of the seal by syphon- 
aee is certain to occur, under a great variety 
of conditions. 

VS29T1LATI0F. 

Referring a^ain to Fis. 1, we find in this re- 
markable exhibit of *' lul that ia essential *', 
no adequate ^roviai<m for the moet important 
of all ** the vital prinoiplee of efficient house- 



drainage'' — ^the ventilation of the 
pipe system. 

In 9d\ plumbinff work which oonf orms to the 
accepted standard of scientific excellence, pipes 
for ventilation (or venting) constitute a sepa- 
rate sybtem, wLich is as important as the 
waste-pipe system itself. In the arrangement 
of pipes and fixtures shown in Fig. 1, the se- 
curity of every seal is dependent upon the ven- 
tilation of every trap, by some means indepen- 
dent of the soil pipe. The closet on the base- 
ment floor should have its trap ventilated in 
the same wav — by a connection with the 
leader, if nothing more. Good work would 
demand that it should be vented by a small 




Fki. 4. 

pipe terminating somewhere outside the house, 
where no harm would come of any gases that 
might pass through it. 

Every other trap should be vented by a 
small air pipe, and these pipes may, for econ- 
emy, converge in one pipe of, say, 2 inches di- 
ameter, extending through the roof. 

We have discussed this point so often and 
so fully, that we need not go into details here. 

THE HBALTH BOARD AND THE PUBLIC. 

To criticise thus severely, a pamphlet writ- 
ten by gentlemen who have the highest claims 
upon our regard and respect, is a task at once 
delicate and unpleasant, and we do so, only be- 
cause we believe we owe the house-builder and 
tenants of the oountry, a duty which has 
stronger claims upon us than the consideration 
of personal frienoship. 

We know the difficulties which the Board 
of Health encounters at everv step. We 
know how hard they have found it to enforce 
even the most necessary reforms, in opposition 
to the combined efforts of the property own- 
ers, and how the very existence of their organ- 
isation is menaced everv year, by a strong 
lobbyat Albanv, pledged to break their pow- 
er. We know how necessary it is to maintain 
an efficient Sanitary administration in tiiis 
city, to strengthen its hands in every sood 
work, and to create a public sentiment in n^vor 
of vesting the board with a larger authority, 
to compel house-owners to reform evils ana 
correct abuses which induce sickn^f^Si and 
swell the death rate. 
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In Tiew of all this, we cannot be indifferent 
wken the Board plaoee «o powerful a weapon 
in the hands of its enemies^ as this hasty and 
ill-o<mndeTed publication. 

DISCUSSION. 

We have dealt with many of the most im- 
portant practical questions relating to house- 
drainage. We are sure that whatever we have 
said, is susceptible of abundant proof, and 
that we are dealing here, not with questions 
of opinion, but with questions of fact; but 
knowing that under various conditions, exper- 
iences differ, we claim that the subject ought 
to be discussed with the utmost freedom, 
through the columns of any journal that will 
engage the public attention, and that such 
fundamental questions in the science of house- 
drainage should be settled at once and forever. 



New Method of Reduction of Dislocation 

of the Hip. 

By S. J. Allbn, M. D., White Rivbb Junc- 
tion, Vermont. 

One day in the month of March, 1841, at 
which time I was a student of medicine in the 
office of John L. Swett, M. D., of Newport, N. 
H, I was riding in my sleigh, about three 
miles south of the village, and, passing a house 
situated some six rods from the road, I heard 
an outcry. Looking in the direction of the 
alarm, I saw a woman, Mrs. Perry by name, 
who, in stepping from the door, had slipped 
and fallen upon the icy ground. Hitching my 
horse, I walked rapidly toward her. As i 
came near, two men came out of the house, 
and, lifting her erect, assisted her inside. 
While they were bearing her along, I noticed 
that tlie right foot lumM in upon the dorsum 
of the left; and I said to myself — '^Case of 
dislocated femur upon the dorsum iliL'' Ex- 
pressing my opinion to the friends of the 
woman, I said, ^' Tou must send for Dr. Swett 
to reduce it.'' A messenger was directly dis- 
patched, who upon the way met Dr. Mason 
Hatch, a respectable practitioner of medicine, 
but less sldlled in surgery. The doctor being 
requested to call, did so, and examined the hip 
by passing his hand over it, saying; that he 
ffueesed the hip was not out of joint; and 
bringing from his sleigh a box of Kittridge's 
ointment, directed it to be applied three times 
a day to the hip, saying at the same time that 
he thought the patient would be well in a few 
days. After the learned doctor's departure, I 
repeated my opinion Uiat the hip was dislo- 
ciied, and tnat Dr. Swett must be summoned 
to put matters right. WhUe the horse was 
being hsmeised the second time, I oonclnded 
t* make some examination of the littib for the 
purpose of reassuring myself of the eorrect- 



ness of the diagnosis. Orasping the leg with 
my riffht hand, I flexed the leg upon the thiffh, 
and the thish at rifirht angles with the body. 
The old lady, for thus I considered her theii. 
although but forty, complained of my hurting 
her; and somehow the limb became fixed in 
the position, and could not well be moved. It 
seemed locked, and could not be moved fur- 
ther without considerable force and pain. 
With the view of relieving my patient frcm 
this uncomfortable state, I stepped upon the 
bed, and standing with her limb between my 
own limbs, and placing the dorsum of h r 
foot upon my nates, and my right hand under 
the bend of her knee, I lifted ner hips from 
the bed, holding her steadily in that position 
a few seconds, when the head of the dislocated 
bone slipped into the socket, accompanied uy 
that peculiar audible shock which so delights 
the surgeon's ear. She immediately exclaimed, 
"I am well! I am welll" Of course, it was 
unnecessary to send for Dr. Swett now, so tbe 
horse was returned to the stable. 

On my return to Newport village, I found 
Dr. Eittridge, of Claremont, N. H , present 
with Dr. Swett, and immediately related the 
incident as above described. I was informed 
by the two justly eminent surgeons that it 
was not a case of complete luxation, but that 
the head of the femur got caught upon tbe 
ed^ of the acetabulum, and that my manipu- 
lation had fortunately and accidentally lifted 
the bone into the socket. This announcement 
made my hat and coat seem very small; but I 
acceptea the situation with a submissive grace, 
aldioufl^ I never forgot the method of reduc- 
tion. Keeping it in mind, I intended to ap- 
ply it in my next case, which I confidently ex- 
pected to meet with sooner or later. 

September 21, 1848, 1 was called to a little 
girl ten years old — Minnie Clark — who, while 
climbing upon a heavy gate restinff upon tiie 
fence, fell upon her back, the gate falling upon 
her, dislocatmg the right femur upon the dor- 
sum ilii. I attempted reduction by the method 
resorted to in the case of Mrs Perr^, but 
failed, in consequence of the great rigimty of 
the muscles, the light weight of the body of 
the child, and the want of an ansBSthetic. S^ 
I sent for Dr. Dixi Crosby, who reduced it 
with Jarvis's adjuster, after saving that he 
disliked to apply so powerful an instrument to 
so young a subjec^ fearing that he mi^ht 
separate the epiphysis at some point. Jarvis's 
adjuster was yerj generally used at that time, 
and in that vioimty, to reduce dislocations. 

The 16th of July, 18 1 2, 1 was was called, in 
consultation with Dr. Sperry, of West Hart- 
ford, Vermont, in the caee of a French Cana- 
cUan, Lewis Baumhar, a section hand <m the 
Central Vermont Railroad, who, while helping 
to carry a track-rail, fell on his right knee, 
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the rail slipping frcm bis ehcnlder and falling 
upon the ^acrnxn, diplc eating the right femur 
npon the dorevm iJii. Wnen I arrived, Dr. 
^pe^l7 a^ked me if I had my pulleys with me. 
I ansTrered that I had the pulleys which the 
Almighty furnished me with. Said the doc- 
ton, '*You can't set the leg without pulleys." 
I a nswered that I could try. After the patient 
was fully chloroformed, the muscles being 
thoroughly relaxed, I stepped upon the bed, 
and fiezed the leg upon the thigh, and the 
th igh at right angles with the body, and plac- 
ing his foot between my legs, and my nand 
beneath the bend of his knee, I lifted the hips 
well from the bed, and held them immovable 
in that position less than half a minute, when 
the head of thigh bone returned into the 
pocket with a sensible and audible shock. The 
reduction was accomplished so quietly that 
the doctor did not notice when it occurred, nor 
nor did he understand the method used, and 
at first questioned the fact of its having been 
reduced. 

September 25, 1874, I was called, with Dr. 
Davis, of Lebanon, New Hampshire, in the 
cape of N. S. Huntington, of Hanover, New 
Hampshire, a brakeman on the Central Ver- 
mont Railroad, who, while coupling cars at 
Claremont Junction, had his right hip dislo- 
cated on the dorsum. Chloroform was admin- 
istered by Dr. Davis, and I reduced this dislo- 
cated femur in the same manner as in the case 
of Baumhar, and with the same facility. 

January 13, 1877, called, in consultation 
with Dr. B, F. Eaton, of Hartford, Vermont, 
to see A, Woodbury, a freight brakeman, who 
had his left hip dislocated while coupling c^rs 
at Bellow's Falls, Vermont. Dr. Eaton gave 
the chloroform, while, by the same method as 
in the above described cases, I returned the 
dislocated bone to its proper place in less than 
half a minute. 

These four ca.ses are all I have to relate, as 
tt sting this new, easy, and, I claim, unfailing 
method of reducing luxations of the hip joint. 
It will be noticed that the^ are all oases of 
dislocation on the dorsum ilii, but at the same 
time we should be reminded that the disloca- 
tion on the dorsum is the type of all luxations 
of the femur, and that before the reduction is 
accomplished in other and rarer forms, the 
head of the thieh bone is thrown on the dor 
sum by manipulation before it can be returned 
to the acetabulum. Indeed, it is not uncom- 
mon for the head of the femur to be changed 
from one position to the other, several times 
during the manipulations, before it oan be 
returned to the socket, in cases of pubic and 
ischiatic forms of diAplacement, by the method 
of Nathan Smith. 

By my method, the lower part of the body 
is lifted from the floor and held immovable. 



This mancBuvre relaxes the ilio- femoral liga- 
ment, and the weight of the hips and opposite 
limb rotates the body outward, producing 
sufficient abduction and extension to quietly 
draw the acetabulum over the head of the 
femur, and at the same time compelling the 
patient to become "particeps criminis" in case 
of a suit for mal-practice. 

[Dr. Allen requested me, which is surely 
unnecessary, to add a word of indorsement to 
his article. 

This I most willingly do, for his method is 
so beautiful and simple, and seems so rational 
withal, that we can only wonder, as in many 
f!>imilar cases, that it was not thought of long 
ago. But as the final acceptance of any sur- 
gical procedure must be based on the result of 
actual trial and experience, we would urge 
upon our readers to try the new method, care- 
fully following the directions of its originator, 
and publish their results. — Editor.] — Ohio 
Medical and Surgical Journal. 
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For Journal Materia Mtdica. 

Physicians and Pharmacists. 
By E. L. Boothby, M. D., Hammond, Wis. 

In the November No. of the Journal there 
appears a letter from T. H. B., who makes 
complaint regarding adulterations of mediciiies 
and the substitution of inferior articles by the 
Drugffist and Pharmacist. 

Similar complaints are arising everywhere 
from the the Medical Profession. One can 
scarcely take up a medical journal and not 
find therein some allusion to the adulteration 
< f drugs, the substitution of inferior or 
<'heaper articles, and the wholesale prescribing 
by the Pharmacist. 

The old song that ''the Doctor won't know 
the difference" between this and that prepara- 
lion is worn threadbare. Physicians are get- 
1 ing their eyes open and are on the watch for 
just such cases. The Druggists at the present 
time have the profession within their power, 
and can adulterate, substitute, prescribe and 
overcharge to their hearts' content, and we are 
powerless to prevent. The Pharmacist also 
claims the prescription and refills it as often 
as possible, and if it is one of great efficacy 
will keep itprepared. 

Query — Who owns the prescription ? The 
Doctor who wrote it, the Patient who paid for 
it and the advice with it, or the Pharmacist 
who filled it ? 

So popular is the ordinary drug store with 
the people, and so obliging the proprietor or 
^gentlemanly clerk, and so cheap is their advice 
(not their medicine) that a majority of the 
j^eople go to them for advice and medicine, 
and the office practice of tke phvsician is rab- 
idly growing small and beautifully less. It is 
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useless to oonvinoe, by argament or otherwise, 
the dragffist, that he is in error in prescribing or 
offering for sale, and even advising the use of 
certain proprietary medicines. They mind not 
such repremands. Society makes certain de- 
mands of them and they readily yield. 

Besides injuring the profession thus, their 
charges to the patient are often simply terrific. 
The Pharmacist's bill frequently exceeds the 
Physician's. The per cent, of profit on pre- 
scriptions is greater than on any other class of 
goods sold, and often when the illness is over, 
the Pharmacist paid, little or nothing is left for 
the Doctor. This system of overcharmig is dou- 
ble robbery, robbing both patient and physician. 

Often have I been obHged to prescribe with- 
out a fee in order that my patient might pro- 
cure the necessary medicmes. 

Considering the now unsettled matters be- 
tween Physicians and Pharmacists I can see 
but one way out of the difficulty that will give 
each one his due and satisfaction to all. And 
that is a return to the old system, i. e. Physi- 
cians their own Dispensers. 

Hundreds of respectable people, but of mod- 
erate means, are driven to charity institutions 
by the overchar^ng Druggist and the Physi- 
cian who only writes prescriptions, and in these 
institutions they get the best of medical ad- 
vice and treatment gratis. There is also a 
great cry arising regarding this. For months 
past our joumtus have been teeming with arti- 
cles on free Dispensaries, and the popularity 
of them even among those in good and some- 
times affluent circumstances, claiming these 
wure intended only for the very poor. In these 
hard times any who can procure an article 
gratis is not very apt to pay for it. 

However much these journals say regarding 
this subject, none of them suggest a remedy 
in any way likely to succeed. 

The country physician who makes lone rides 
from his office, and from a dru^ store, finds it 
necessary to be supplied with medioinesc 
It is a piece of imposition for a physician to 
ride ten or fifteen miles away from a drug 
store — ^write a prescription, and leave his pa- 
tient. Were I a patient, I would never em- 
loy that man a second time. For all these 
imculties let me advise that the physician be 
his own dispenser, and both he and his patients 
will be benefited in more ways than one. 

I will admit that many articles are unhandy 
and disagreeable to carry, and in visiting pa- 
tients at a distance it would be difficult to be 
prepared with medicine suitable for all cases. 

I would here second a suggestion, which I 
have faith to believe is an excellent one, made 
by Dn Bates in the Medical and Surreal Re- 
porter for Nov. It was this — ^that if manu- 
factoring Druggists, instead of makinff such a 
quantity of compound pills, Syrups and Elixirs 
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would simpler manufacture Granules, susar 
coated, containing but one article, in minim 
doses like Granules of the Sulph. Morphia 1-10 
gr. and using active principles when possible, 
the whole difficultv would be solved, and the 
Physician could be well supplied with all 
necessary medicine, and prescribe doses of sin- 
gle articles towards which there is a tendency 
or compound to suit the case, while his medi- 
cine would be elegant in appearance, palata- 
ble and soluble, and if properly and honestly 
prepared, he can accurately graduate the dose; 
and if pure articles are used in the manufac- 
ture as they should be, there would be no ques- 
tion, of their reliability.^ Sap])ose we had 
granules of Podophyllin, containing i gr. of 
Leptandrin, containmg \ gr. of Nux Vomica, 
containing \ gr. of Hyoscyamus, containing \ 
gr. we could easily compound a pill, such as 
we would get in the following prescription, 
and it would be far more palatable: — 



5 Podophyllin gr. ij . 

Leptandrin, gr. iv. 

Ext.NuxVom. gr. ij. 

" Hyoscyam. gr.iv, 

M. Et. Ft. Massa. in 

PU. No. 8 Div. 



C( 






of Pod. take 1 granule 

"Lept. " 1 

" NuxVom. 2 

of Hyos. 1 

And we have the 

same thing in much 

better shape. 

Medicines prepared in this manner would 
be elegant to dispense^ pleasant to the patient, 
even a child, and give the physician an oppor- 
tunity to compound to suit the requirements of 
any given case. 

Granules could be given separately and at 
Hhort intervals, often to the benefit of the 
patient, small and often repeated doses be- 
ing frequently more salutary. In case any 
prescription need to be repeated the 
physician and not the druggist will receive 
the profit. When some reliable house will 
manufacture these granules and sell to 
physicians in small lots of 100 or less, as cheap 
as they will to druggists, we will find mucn 
of the grumbling about prescribing physicians 
and overcharging druggists cease. 

The physician will find himself armed with 
better means than heretofore^ and a greater 
profit will come from a country practice. 

I will not even except a city practice. Of the 
the thousands in large cities who are treated 
at hospitals every year many would return 
did the physician dispense his own medicines. 
Hiis is why Homeopathy has made such giant 
strides; medicines elegant and palatable are 
dispensed by the physician. By dispensing 
himself he can treat his case with finer druffs 
less expensive to all parties and run no risks 
of drus clerks' mistakes and receive both the 
druggist's and physician's fee. 

Qaery No. 2. — Cannot Messrs. Tilden A Co. 
who are known to be reliable manufacturers 
put upon the market the majority of medicines 
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commonly nBod in the shaoe of gmnleft oon- 
teiniag minim doaei, ana aetire principles 
whenever practicable. This would supply a 
want long felt, and be of great ralae to the 
practitioner, who would soon do nearly all his 
own dispensing. 



-♦•♦- 



F9r JnumaX Materia Medico. 

Therapeutic Hints. 

BY W. C. BUCKLEY, M. D., PHILADELPHIA, FA. 

The Committee for the fifth decennial re- 
vision of the XJ. S , PharmacopoBia have done 
justice to the cause in one way, namely, in 
clinging to almost all the old articles at that 
time in it, with the exception of Oleum Bubn- 
lum of the primary, and Arum Triphyllum 
and three others of the secondary list. 

What necUsfoot oil has done to cause it to be 
cut off from the society it so lon^ enjoyed they 
do not tell us, nor of arum which has shared 
a similar fate, do they give us any reason for 
banishing. 

The older writers gave great credit to the 
therapeutic effects of these remedies of former 
times and ttey still share the confidence of 
many quite respectable and successful 
physicians of modem days. The professors 
Barton, Eberle, Chapman, Mitchell, and many 
others of their day were wont to ^Pf^^ '^^ 
praise of their therapeutic worth. Where is 
there to be found a better remedy for the 
pectoral diseases of oldpeopk when a stimulat- 
ing expectorant is required than arum 
triphyUumf Not in the materia medica of 
the pharmacopoeia, we are sure, nor is there 
any article therein named, that can at all 
compare, as a special tonic in many uterine 
affections with that of aletris^ another of the 
dismissed articles. 

Anselica, a third of those rejected from the 
secondary Ust by said committee, is no doubt 
a better remedy of its kind {diuretic) than 
any other now m it| except apocynum which 
should be mentioned in the primarv list. 

Tet, whilst they have exorcised these several 
old articles, they have been liberal enough to 
give nlace to several new and very importaiU 
remeoies. We allude to the hjdrastis, gelse- 
minum, veratrum album,* pipsissewa, comus, 
erigeron, fi;eranium, cotton-root^ matico, black* 
berrv, stulingia and others, making over a 
hunared added to the two Usts primary and 
secondary. 

There are still a few other already weU 
tried remedies, which it is predicted wul soon 
occupy their proper places in our materia 
medica. It is probable that the next phanca- 
copceia revision will take in some of the sulpho- 
carbolates as of sinc^ sodium, magneuunn, 

*i«ii«B^ within th* pttifnw jmn m^ iftytui^ Mi bM 
kiMW»:of ipefUle qnaUly of y«nti«m to sUijIbc iMtr»4Bt«cttDal 
iiTlutloB i& Mmtt bowel wtetioM. 



potanrtuni, liiHe, etc., saliyKc acid, sali^flate 
of soAiaui, remedies all pr^minenthf u«ei ul as 
anti-Beptic medicines in zymotic fevers, as ty- 
phoid, typhus, scarlatinal, puerperal, pneu- 
monic, meningeal and others. 

Important additions may also soon be made 
of drosera, caulophyllum, he}onias, viburnum 
and dioscorea, as they are all remedies of 
superior value. Ihere is nothing in the 
officinal list of remedies that can give the relief 
in many of the urino-genital complaints of 
women which these remedies afford when ad- 
ministered understandingly and properly. 
Yet, strange as it may appear, their value is 
by few, comparatively speaking, understood. 

We may take up a few of these remedies at 
some future time and point out their particular 
application in disease, noticing, at the same 
time, the size of dose, frequency of repetition, 
mode of combination, preparation, etc., etc., 
as has seemed most appropriate from experience 
in their administration. 



Treatment of Obesity with Liquor 

Potassae. 

[Repablifltied bj reqoest from Journal Mat. Med. Marcb, 197«.] 

Dr. A. W. Foot {Med. Press and Circular^ 
Nov. 24,) describes a remarkable case of 
obesity which was brought to the Heath Hos- 
pital and there treated After considerable 
improvement, the'patient ran off, but after some 
monAs he grew so much worse that he was 
brought back at his own request. His ase 
was 17. He had been brought up to the busi- 
ness of stone-cutting, but had grown so fat as 
to be unable to strike a blow with the ham- 
mer. His height was four feet» five inches; 
weight 245 pounds. His diminutive stature 
gave him the appearance of being as broad as 
he was long. Me had red hair and red cheeks. 
His eyes protruded from their sockets, and 
seemed to be contending against the encroach- 
ments of his broad and prominent cheeks. 
There was a marked accumulation of fat in 
the mammary regions. His belly lay spread 
out on the bed beside him, and considerably in 
front of his knees as he lay on his side. The 
gluteal regions were remarkably small; his 
skin was very vascular, and the general color 
of his flesh reddidi, with the exception of the 
feet and legs, which were almost purple. These 
livid parts became quite white when pressed, 
and very slowly recovered their original color 
on removal of pressure. The circumference 
at the umbilicus oould not be obtained, as 
this point, owing to the condition of his belly, 
was much below the iliac crest. His hands 
and feet were small and shapely, and oontrssted 
in a marked degree with his awkward and 
tmlHeldy body. When last adadtt»d te the 
hoipital he was quite unable to stand at hife 
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legs, he tried to sapport himeelf on his elbow, 
but did not Baeoeea» and fell back exhausted, 
after the attempt. The patient used to say 
that the weiffht of his belly was breaking his 
back. The lower dorsal spine was tender on 
strong percoBsion. He had a most infantile 
penis — ^not larger than that of a child a year 
old, and it was ascertained that he had not 
had an erection for the last three years. The 
testes were not larger than the siee of a garden 
pea; he said they never had been larger. His 
respiration was shallow and rapid, the heart's 
action feeble and rapid, but there were no 
abnormal sounds. His diet when at home had 
consisted of potatoes for dinner, and cake, 
bread, and tea for his other meals. He was 
one of a family of thirteen, none of whom 
were similarly affected. The explanation that 
he (Dr. Foot) ventured to give of the case 
was that after the patient arrived at the period 
of puberty the normal nervous ener^ which 
should have been expended in an ordmarv case 
on the development of the testes was m the 
instance devoted to the formation of adipose 
tissue. With that view of the case, the prog 
nosis could not be favorable. Two sugges- 
tions presented themselves in order to prevent 
a fatal issue — first, to lessen, if possible the 
present accumulation of fat, secondly, to 
restore muscular activety. The patient went 
out of tiiie hospital one and a- half pounds 
heavier than when he was admitted, and that 
was accounted for by the loss of fat being 
replaced by the regaining of muscle. En- 
forced muscular exercise was made part of hie 
treatment as soon as the patient was able to 
move about. The treatment consisted in the 
administration of two drachms liquor potasFse 
tkree times a day in a teaspoonful of milk, 
with drachm doses of fluid extract of f ucus 
veaiculosus. He was restored to the use of his 
Umbs, so that he could walk long distances 
and perform light labor. 



♦♦♦- 



Ppdophyllin in the Treatment of Hepatic 

Colic. 
{Oazette des Hopitaua^ Medical Record.) — 
In a paper published a few months ago in JLo 
SpenmerUcUey Prof. Bufalini reported two 
cases of severe hepatic colic that were cured 
bv the use of small daily doses of podophyllin. 
The first case was that of a woman, 45 yearp 
of age, who had suffered for a long time from 
violent attacks of hepatic colia Her only 
relief was obtained from the use of active 
pursatives, which would cause the dieoharjD;e 
of uurge calculi. An enteritis finally set in, 
which oompelled her to stop the use of pur- 
ntivea. rrot Bufalini then erdered small 
doaei of podophyllin (gr. on#-«ixth per diem), 
imd both the hepatic oolic and the intestinal 



oatanb nqnily disappeared. TIm use of podo* 
phyllin was continiM for a year, and during 
thai time and the two years that have since 
elapsed, the colic did not return. 

The second case was that of a young lady 
who had suffered for over two years from vio- 
lent attacks of hepatic colic, and frequently 
passed calculL ^1 the usual methods of 
treatment had been tried without benefit, but 
the use of one-sixth of a grain of podophyllin 
per diem was soon followed by a cessation of 
the attacks, and gall stones were no longer 
passed. The use of podophyllin was after a 
time discontinued, and for eight months after- 
wards the health of the patient continued 
good ; the attacks of colic tnen returned, and 
calculi were again found in the f adces, but on 
resumption of the treatment they disappeared 
almost immediately. 

To these cases Dr. Mercadie adds that of a 
lady who suffered for a long time from i^^ten- 
sely severe attaoks of hepatic colic, that were 
repeated two or three times a month. He 
had been unable to do more than relieve her 
by injections of morphine. He finally ordered 
a small dose of podophyllin to be taken every 
night, and since the treatment was begun (twc 
months ago) no attacks have been experienced. 
During the first fifteen days of this treatment 
the stools were examined, and several times 
were found to contain calculi. 



Hydrotoromic Acid and Sedative Doses of 

Quinine. 

By B. M. Boyd, M. D., Ogdensburg, K Y. 

Having been using Hydrobromic Acid and 
Sedative doses of Quinine for the past six 
months in the treatment of Typhoid Fever, 
I have come to the conclusion that it is supe- 
rior to any treatment that I have ever used. 
I f^enerally commence by giving from v. to 
viij.ffrs. of Hydrarg Chlor. Mit. After the 
boweui have moved two or three times, I com- 
mence with the Acid and Quinine, L e : if the 
temperature is high — say 102 or 103 — ^by giv- 
ing a tablespoonful of the following medicmtr: 
Acid Hydrobromic, | iss., Quinine Sulph. 3 if 
Aquffi, I iss. Of this mixture I give one 
tablespoonful every two hours until four 
doses are taken; if Uie temperature is not 
lowered from 12 to 14 hours mer administer- 
ing the first dose, I generally repeat the dodes 
as above, until the temperature falls. I have 

Siven on an average from 20 to 30 grains a 
ay, without the patient complaining of that 
abominable ringing noise in the ears. Have 
very seldom to administer opiates. Head- 
ache generally ceases after the patient is fully 
under the inmienoe of Ae medicine, and dees 
) not vetum with nroper diet and hygiene. I am 
ooafidentthat tnia treatment is ahead, of any. 
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will in moBt inBtanceB materially diminish the 
vain of lancing the gums and of extraction. 
rhe patient should be cautioned against swal- 
]«.»wing any of the fluid with the saliva. Some- 
times the application will irritate the mucous 
membrane of the mouth. — Louisville Medical 



[ Cons-Qinptiona Disease of In-door Life. 

Among the natives of Senegambia pulmon- 
ary affections are not only nearly, but abso- 
lu tely unknown ; yet a single year passed in 
the over-crowded man pens and steerage-hells 
of the slave-trader often sufficed to develop 
the disease in that most virulent form known 
as galloping consumption; and the brutal 
planters of the Spanish Antilles made a rule 
of never buyine an imported negro before 
tbev had "tested his wind;" i. e. trotted him 
up hill and watched his respirations. If he 
proved to be a '' roarer >" as turf- men call it, 
they knew that the dungeon had done its 
work, and discounted his value accordingly. 
'' If a perfectly sound man is imprisoned for 
life," says Baron d'Arblay, the Belgian phil- 
anthropist, " his lungs, as a rule, will first 
show symptoms of disease, and shorten hb 
misery by a hectic decline, unless he should 
commit suicide." Our home statistics show 
that the percentage of deaths by consumption 
in each state bears an exact proportion to the 
greater or smaller number of inhabitants who 
follow in door occupations, and is highest in 
the factory districts of New England and 
the crowded cities of our central states. In 
Great Britain the rate increases with the lati- 
tude, and attains its maximum height in Glas- 
gow, where, as Sir Charles Brodie remarks, 
windows are opened only one day for every 
two in Birmingham and every three and a half 
in London; but goins farther north the per- 
centage suddenly sinks from twenty-three to 
eleven, and even to six, if we cross the fifty- 
seventh parallel, which marks the boundary 
between the manufacturing counties of Cen- 
tral Scotland and the pastoral resrions of the 
north. It is distressingly probable, then, to 
say the least, that consumption, that most 
fearful scourge of the human race, is not a 
" mysterious dispensation of providence," nor 
a ^' product of our outrageous climate," but 
the direct consequence of an outrageous vio- 
lation of the physical lavs of God. — Louis- 
mile Med, New. 
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Adulteration of Santonine. 

A French chemist has noted a sample of 
santonine containing over 20 per cent, of bor- 
ic acid. Pure santonine shonld dissolve en- 
tirely in chloroform. — Chemist A Druggist, 
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AMYL. NITRITE IN PERTUSSIS. 



The following lines appear in the November 
number of the Virginia Medical Monthly, pub- 
lished in Richmond, Va. : 

"The very interesting paper by Dr. Geo. 
Bayles, of New York city, in our August 
number, has attracted a good deal of atten- 
tion. As experience bearing on the subject 
will prove valuable, we extract the following 
from a private letter, dated September Vth, 
from Dr. Walter A. Newman, of Liberty 
Mills, Va. : * In a very few days af t^r reading 
the article, I was afforded an opportunity of 
trying the agent, and with all the success 
vouched for on the part of the author — re- 
lieving the spasms and diminishing their fre- 
quency. As to the cure^ I cannot say. Instead 
of Quinine I am using Cinchonidia, which 
seems to answer the purpose.' " 

POST-PARTUM HEMORRHAGE. 

Dr. W. Handsel Griffiths, in the Practitioner ^ 
makes the following statement: 

" It flashed across my mind, in the first case, 
to try the effect of the ether spray, and 
accordingly I directed a large spray over the 
abdominal walls, along the spine, and over the 
genitals; the uterus at once responded, and 
the cessation of the hemorrhage was almost 
immediate. In the second case I lost no time 
in adopting the same treatment, and with an 
equally successful result, I have consulted 
several eminent obstetric practitioners in Dub- 
lin, and been informed by them that they are 
not aware that this treatment has been hereto- 
fore proposed." What is to hinder good 
results from following upon a similar applica- 
tion to the forehead and cervical region in 
Epistaxis f 

PLASTIC EXUDATION THEORY. 

Dr. James R. Learning of New York, may 
be regarded as one of the most expert auscul- 
tators of the present day, and whose opinions 
it would be unsafe to dispute, when he plants 
himself upon the record of his diagnoses as 
verified by post-mortein conditions and aj)- 
pearances. He is lifting the vail of a new 
system of pathological doctrines relating to 
the pulmonary branch of diseases, and, as a 
matter of course, has the usual array of tra- 
ditional fancies' and time-honored fallacies 
brought forward to oppose him. Studious de- 
votion to the investigation of truth, accepting 
nothing upon faith, but putting everything to 
the rigid test of unequivocal demonstration, is 
the characteristic of this earnest worker in the 
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field of pathology in which there is still much 
to learn. On Friday evening, November 16th, 
Dr. Learning read a paper of superior merit, 
entitled ^^I^hysical signs of Interpleural 
PcUhologVy^ before the New York Medical 
Journal Association. It was too full of inter- 
esting and co-relating facts to be treated 
advantageously by means of summary. This 
much may be said of his doctrine as presented 
by himself, viz. : that crepitant and sub-crepi- 
tant mucous, rales and ronchi relate solely 
to inter-pleural inflammation and exudation 
(which IS of a plastic nature), when these 
sounds are heard in the region of the chest 
occupied by the lungs. They are not bronchial 
sounds, nor are they even rightly referred to 
the structural substance of the lungs. Centric 
pneumonia is never characterized by these 
crepitant mucous rales until the pleural sur- 
faces are reached, and pleural exudation is 
accomplished. 

THE FUNCTIONS OP THE SPLEEN. 

Schiif, the physiologist says, that excision 
of the spleen has nothing more than a tem- 
porary influence on the absolute or relative 
quantity of the white or red globules of the 
blood, and whatever influences there may be 
observed are due to the operation and not to 
the absence of the spleen. After extirpation 
has taken place, there is rarely inflammation 
of the lymphatics or increase in volume of 
other glands. The so-called supplementary 
glands are not found, even if the animals be 
allowed to live a year and a-half, and even if 
the operation has been done during the fijst 
weeks of life. 

The spleen appears to increase in volume 
from the fourth to the seventh hour of gastric- 
digestion. During the digestion, or rather 
during gastric absorption, the spleen prepares 
the fennent, which, entering with the blood 
into the tissue of the pancreas, forms in this 
latter a special substance into pancreato-pep- 
sine or trypsine, a material suited to digest 
albuminoid bodies, though it preserves its 
other digestive properties. 

After removing the spleen, the matter des- 
tined to form the pancreato-pepsine accumu- 
lates in large quantity in the pancreas, and can 
still be transformed into pancreato-pepsine by 
those chemical influences which after death 
attend the commencement of putrefaction. 

CARBOLATED CAMPHOR. 

In the Bulletin de Therapeutiquey M. Soulez 
describes the new preparation known as Car- 
bolated Camphor, now becoming quite popular 
in European medical practice, on account of 
its tendency to produce diminution of reaction 
after severe operations, cesHftiion or ameliora- 
tion of pain and less abundant suppuration. 
It is made by dissolving 2-5 grammes of 



powdered Camphor in one grain of Carbolic 
Acid — a solution of the strength of nine 
grammes to one gram of Alcohol, the solution 
being of an oleaginous consistency, pale yellow, 
smelling slightly of Camphor, but having none 
of the disagreeable odor of Carbolic Acid. It 
boils at a slightly elevated temperature with- 
out decomposing, and also by the addition of 
concentrated Alcohol, which throws do^Ti^ the 
Camphor in crystals; similarly if a boiling 
solution of Carbolated Camphor is poured into 
cold water it instantly solidifies. It is'misci- 
ble in all proportions with Olive and Almond 
oils. Chemical examination shows that the 
Carbolic Acid and Camphor are not altered, 
and that they preserve all their properties ic 
solution. 

LAPORTE ON HYDROPHOBIA. 

Several cases of hydrophobia have recently 
been reported in England, and as there is no 
country in the modern world where dogs are 
generally held in higher honor, these occur- 
rences bring the warning cave canem home to 
the Briton, and as a consequence he writes 
letters to the T^mes, Among the many com- 
munications there is one from C. K. Laporte, 
a physician who has had experience in African 
travel, which is worth noting. He says that 
hydrophobia, so far as he is able to judge, h 
unknown in Africa. His theory is that the 
disease can only be broken up by inducing free 
perspiration. In a fatal case under his care 
repeated vapor baths failed to make the 
patient perspire. Since then. Dr. Laporte has 
received an account from a friend in China of 
the cure of a coolie in his employ, whoj had 
been bitten by a rabid dog, and sixty day> 
afterward, showed unquestionable symptoms 
of hydrophobia. The medicine used was made 
by boiling a handful of the leaves of datura 
stramonivm in a pint of water till half evapor- 
ated, and then straining through a linen cloth ; 
it was administered in one dose, in spite oi 
the struggle of the patient, who showed gi-eat 
aversion to swallowing any liquid. Before 
long, a violent paroxysm ensued, and copious 
perspiration was elicited; after this, the patient 
slept eight hours, and on Vaking was wholly 
free from hydrophobia symptoms. Such a 
dose would probably be a fatal poison to a 
healthy man. 

DISEASES THAT MAY BE CHECKED. 

Recent weekly health reports ihow a sudden 
aud somewhat startling increase in the number 
pi deaths by scarlet fever and diphtheria. 
These diseases are classed as contagious; they 
are, therefore, preventible if efficient sanitary 
regulation can oe enforced. Also, that condi- 
tion of the human syj^teni which renders it 
most liable to the attack of those diseases, is 
often due to inhaling habitnally a vitiated 
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%tmoBphef«,'pei4iAp8- tainted -with malaria or 
♦^ewer gas. Hence, from another point of 
view, it appears that the prevalenee of the 
/iiseafles is due to neglect of sanitary precau- 
tions. These dangers are much enhanced by 
^^ndden changes in the weather, especially in 
temperature and humidity, and such changes 
are a usual feature of our climate at certain 
reasons of the year; the approach and the 
■<»lose of winter being in this respect most 
^trongly marked. It follows that the most 
vigorous efforts need to be made at those 
|»eriods of the year, by our sanitary authorities, 
li the diseases in question are to be kept down. 
The number of deaths from scarlet fever in 
New York city rose, comparing the week end- 
ing November 1 Ttli with its predecessor, from 
2# to 59; an increase of 136 per cent. In 
Brooklyn a like comparison shows a much 
f^maller increase — about 35 per cent. In re- 
>!pect to diphtheria in the same period, the 
increase in New York city was 16 per cent; in 
] Brooklyn 41 per cent. As there is a recog- 
nized relation of character between the two 
diseases, and they sometimes attack a patient 
>»imultaneously, it will not be amiss to estimate 
them as if they were one. From that point of 
view, the increased loss of life for the cities 
named was 47 per cent, in one week. The in- 
'I'ease in New York for the week ending No- 
vember 24th was still greater, the deaths being 
very nearly double those of the week ending 
November 10th. 

Of the 234 persons, mostly children, who 
lied from these preventible diseases, the week 
nVjove indicated in the two cities, it is certain 
That at least a hundred were the victims of a 
leficient sanitary management for which the 
fivic governments are directly or indirectly 
responsible. Some of these lives were sacri- 
ficed to the dirty streets; in a general way 
the mortality of a city is proportional to its 
•lirt. A student of statistics has recently in- 
vestigated the causes of the varying death 
ratio of our different cities; he ccmcludes, for 
instance, as to Chicago, that its exet^t^s of 
•<leaths is due to organic jioisons in the air, 
emanating from slaughter-houses, glue fac- 
tories, stagnant water, and like nuisances. 
Tliere is never any question about these mat- 
ters with people who have studied the figures; 
They always find the same form of equation: 
r«o much dirt equal to so many deaths. Filth 
may be equally pernicious, though invisible. 
Tlie dangers of sewer gas, hare been more wide- 
ly recognized since it came near causing the 
death of England's Cro\wi Prince. J5ut typhoid 
fever is not the only disease to be feared where 
'sewer gas penetrates. Dr. StcM^art, the Brook- 
lyn Registraar of Vital Statistics, has just an- 
nounced a discovery which seems to be of sig- 
nificance. Dividing the year into quarters, he 



fladii tliai the gammer record of deaths by 
sdairlet lever gives only idK>at half the aye- 
rage of the quarter preceding. In the first 
week of the summer quarter there were twelve 
deaths, in last week of the same Quarter only 
three, but shortly afterwards the larger num- 
bers are renewed. There is a jump in the 
statbties after the summer quarter is passed. 
It is certainly more than an accidental coin- 
oialence that this summer quarter; why the 
deaths are so few, in a period when the schools 
are closed; and that the increase of mortality 
begins shortly after the schools are opened 
in the Autumn, and continues until the next 
summer vacation. Dr. Stewart, beleives that 
the fever is propagated in the schools; the fig- 
ares point to that conclusion. The spread of 
the disease could doubtless be checked in part 
if stricter regulations were enforced to exclude 
pupils coming from families or homes where 
there is scarlet fever. If as much trouble 
were taken to isolate cases of that disease as 
there is taken with regard to yellow fever, it 
might be made almost equally rare; and the 
same is probably true of diphtheria. But such 
rogulations can only be enforced under a 
strong pressure of public sentiments. 

SIMPLE ULCER OF THE STOMACH 

Prof. Lebert communicates to the Xa Fran- 
co Medicate an interesting article on the above 
subject derived from a considerable num- 
ber of clinical cases. Among the many notable 
points presented we extract the following: 
"Simple ulcer of the stomach comes on some- 
times without appreciable causes, sometimes 
under the influence of a general anaemic or 
or neuropathic conditions : hence the fre- 
quency 01 this lesion in chlorosis, which is 
often enough rather the effect than the cause. 
The principal clinical forms of simple ulcer, 
are: 1. The acute with perforation of the 
stomach, and fatal diffuse peritonitis. 2. The 
hemorrhagic form with severe hsematomesis. 
3. The scorbutic, which is a variety of the 
former. 4. The dyspeptic, resembling gastric 
catarrh, but more painful. 5. The gastralgic, 
with predominance of painful paroxysms. 6. 
The vomitive. 7. The cachectie, possibly 
simulating cancer. In this latter condition 
there may be stricture of the pylorus with 
dilatation of the stomach. Vomiting of fresh 
or blackish blood occurred in four-fifths of the 
cases, and was the cause of death in three and 
<i-half per cent, of those observed at the clinic. 
Perforation of the stomach was the termina- 
tion in three and a-half per cent, of the clini- 
cal cases, in the female chiefly between puberty 
and thirty, in the male after thirty. 

This malady, even in its favorable termina- 
tions, has an average duration of from three 
to five years at the least. It may also be 
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latent, dcatrisatioii andtmre oooaning almost 
withoat ■jnoptonifl. Reourrenoe of the 
disease is not uncommon, bat if there has 
been a long period of good heidth interyening, 
the progress is good/' 

In treatment Prof. Lebert has had the 
greatest suooess from a milk diet. There is 
no speoific treatment, and attention mast be 
directed towards the individual symptoms. 

Monthly Summary. 

^^mm ■ ■ - - ■■' 

Hydrobromic Acid in Preaoriptiona. 

In the Detroit Medical Journal for October 
Dewitt C. Wade, M. D., of Holly, Mich., who 
was one of the first to call attention to the 
therapeutical value of hvdrobromic acid, gives 
the following formul«d for its employment. 
His original formula, from which the first 
reparation was made, called by him " dilate 
ydrobromic acid," is as follows: 

*^ Bromide of potassium grs. czx; 

Crystallized tartaric acid. .grs. diij; 
Water fi. |j. 

'^Dissolve the salt and then the acid in the 
water, and jplace in cold water for several 
hours, or until precipitation ceases, and decant. 
The results of the reaction are the formation 
of bitartrate of potassium (cream of tartar), 
which is nearly insoluble, and sufficiently pure 
hvdrobromic acid diluted with water, each flu- 
id drachm of which contains ten grains of bro- 
mine. By preserving this proportion any 
quantity can just as readily be made. For 
forty fluid ounces the following formula is ex- 
act enough for practical purposes: 

"Bromide of potassium | xTroy or | xj avoir.; 
Cryst. tartaric acid § xi jf froy or 5 xiv avoir. ; 
Water fl. | xl. 

Proceed as before. — LouiavUle Med, New, 
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Thb Bark of Ruamxus Franoula, which 
has recently been frequently recommended as 
a reliable cathartic, has been the subject of a 
curious observation by Dr. Lamm, of Stock- 
holm. Finding that a bark required double 
or even treble the usual dose, he ascertained 
that it had been recently collected, and com- 
paring it with a bark uiown to be three or 
four years old, obtained much better and, 
prompter results with the latter. The ineffi* 
cacy of the fresh bark may account for the 
disuse into which Rhanmus fVangiUa has oc* 
casionally fallen. Fristedt mentions (18/3) 
that the recent bark produces colic and vomit- 
ing, and the last edition of the Norwegian 
^' Fharmaeopceia " re<|mireB the bark to be kept 
for one year bafore it is used medicinally. — 
Cfietnist Jb Druggists 



The Hyiinotie Aotlon pf ^li^actiaAold. 

Dr. Preyer, of Jena, some' time aeo ad- 
vanced a theory to explain the physiological 
cause, of sleep. He beUeves that natural sleep 
is caused by the accumulation in the blood of 
the products of muscular work. One of these 
products is lactic acid, and it is universally ac- 
knowledged that lactates do accumulate in 
the blood in the proportion that fatigue in- 
creases. Several series of experiments have 
been made to test this theory. The latest is 
described in a recent number of the Medical 
liaGaminsr. Dr. von Boticher, of Jena, ad- 
ministered lactate of sodium by the mouth to 
23 patients on 60 occasions, every precaution 
being taken to eliminate sources of error. On 
21 occasions a decided hypnotic effect was the 
result shown in nine cases by a profound slum- 
ber which lasted until the patient was roused, 
lu the remaining 12 cases the symptoms ob- 
served were ya}vning and tendency to sleep, 
languor and relaKation, and a general look of 
fatigue, lasting for several hours. Dr. Bot- 
ticher, experimenting on himself, found that 
the lactate produced on the. day following its 
administration a sensation of extreme fatigue 
in the lower extremities, like that produced 
by prolonged exertion. The 29 cases in which 
the hypnotic effect was not produced cannot 
yet be explained. Still as the experiments 
were performed in hospital wards, it is quite 
possible that some unavoidable cause of excite- 
ment was present which counteracted the ef- 
fect of the drug. — Chemist db Druggist. 



Quinine Eruptions. 

Several cases are reported in the medical 
journals in which more or less severe eruptions 
nave followed the administration of small dos- 
es of quinine. In one case a powerfully built 
woman was seize 1 with symptoms closely re- 
sembling scarlet fever after taking 3^ grains. 
So closely did the eruption resemble fever that 
the quinine treatment was continued for eight 
days, during which the symptoms rather in- 
ordased t\ian diminished. The fever was high 
aiHl persistent, and the prostration great. On 
two other occasions the same symptoms were 
reproduced in the patient by 1^ grains of the al- 
k iloid. Four other distinct cases are men- 
tioned in which similar results were produced. 
— Chemist cfc Druggist, 



Mesler's Tape-Worm Bolus. U^'>2««»»(/^'« Hosier) 

Florum cusso, 30 grammes; kamal», 15 
grammes; ext. filicis liquidum, 4 grammes; 
mollis, q. s. Mix and divide into 60 bolpses, 
which may be sprinkled over with powdered 
cinnamon, and of which 30 should be taken 
in the evening, and 10 or 20 more the follow- 
ing morning — Chemist A Druggist. 
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A New Battery. 

The Boston Journal of ChetJiistry says that 
an Italian professor has devised a new bat- 
tery, based on a fact forgotten hitherto, though 
known to science — ^that of the dissolvine of 
zinc in a solution of sulphurous acid, witnout 
the least deyelopment of hydrogen. His bat* 
tery, made on this principle, is said to act ex- 
cellently, and to give a very strong current 
The inventor calls attention to a curious phe- 
nomenon observed in the course of his experi- 
ments. When the zinc plate is immersed, either 
in a solution of sulphurous acid or in one of 
bisulphite of potash and soda, the liquid is 
observed to lose colour at first, then becorat-. 
for a few seconds of the same colour as a 
solution of bichromate of potash ; this coloi - 
ation commences at the zinc, and is diffused 
through the mass, as if absolutely indepen- 
dent. No salts of zinc are known to give 
euch a colour. 



Heat of the Brain. 

The Lancet tells ua that M. Broca has re 
cently laid before the French Medical Associ 
ation some curious facts concerning the tem- 
perature of different parts of the skull. By 
numerous experiments he has found that while 
at rest the temperature of the surface of tbe 
head is *2° Fahr. higher on the left side than 
on the right. When the brain is active, equi- 
librium is established . When continuous but 
moderate mental effort has been maintained 
for ten minutes the temperature is raised 
about 1° Fahr. The temperature of the fron- 
tal temporal and occipital rfigions of the skull 
are also different, that of the frontal region be- 
ing more than 4° Fahr. higher than that of 
the occipital . — Chemist ana Druggist. 

Freckles- 
Take of finely powdered sulphophenate of 
zinc, one part; oil of lemon, one part; pure al 
cohol, five parts; collodion, forty-five parts; 
mix well together by trituration. This has 
been found efficacious as a local application 
against freckles, and other slight skin diseases. 
— Chemist & Druggist^ 

Powder for making Ink Disappoar. 

Take of alum, amber, sulphur, saltpetre, 
each, in fine powder, one part ; mix. This 
forms an excellent mixture for the removal of 
ink-spots and writing on paper. — Chemist dt 
Druggist, 
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LOCAL ANjBBTHBTIC FOR GUMS. 

9 Tinct. aconiti rad 1 

Tinct. opii I -. ^ 

Chlcroformum [ 

Alcoholis ^ 

Mix, and apply to the gums on cotton cr 
sponge until they whiten. This preparation 



Editorial. 



Our Journal. 

Our Journal lias now reached a circulation 
double that of any metropolitan journal pub- 
lished, and for 1878 will reach a circulation of 
30,000^ each month. We shall give reports of 
interesting lectures, hospital and clinical prac- 
tice; indeed, embrace in its pages everything 
that will be useful to a physician in daily prac- 
tice. New remedies having intrinsic value will 
be noticed in its pages, with such information as 
will enable a physician to judge and administer 
intelUgently. 

We append a few complimentary letters from 
many received. 






Extract from letter of R. W. Jones, M. !>.; 
West Blue Mounds, Wis. , Nov. 24, '77. 

**Iam well pleased with the *' Journal" al- 
ways good, and each number better than tlie 
last. In daily practice it is really worth more to 
me, than the four other (excellent) journals I <»- 



ceive. 



?> 



Extract from letter of H. C. Snitcher, M. D., 
Wilmington, Del., Dec. 14, 1877. 

*' Your Journal of Materia Medica, permit'me 
to say, contams many valuable suggestions to a 
practitioner of medicine." 



Extract from letter of C. W. Wamack, M. D,, 
Chapel Hill, Marshall Co., Tenn., Dec. 17, 17. 

*' Continue to send me your most valuable 
Journal, (Journal of Met. Therap.) I cannot do 
without it. I expect to be a life-time subscriber. " 



Extract from letter of L. L. Crawford, M. D., 
Columbus Grove, O., Dec. 7th, 1877. •» 

*' Also state when my term is out and I will re- 
mit again, from the fact that I think more of 
your Journal, than of any Medical Journal I 
have ever taken." 



Extract from letter of W. M. Rodman, M. D., 
Irolman, Scott Co., Ind., Dec, 20, '77. 

**I wish to say that I have been a subscriber 
to the Journal of Materia Medica since 18f>l, and 
eonsider it the most valuable journal of its class, 
and I feel that I cannot do without it." 
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Letter from W. E. Vemiilye, M. D., Pittsfleld, 
Mass., Deo. 13, 1877. 

The Pittsfleld Medical Ast^ociation, consisting 
of the *^gular" practitioners in town, circulate 
among themselves about fifty dollars worth of 
Medical Journals. At our annual meeting, held 
last evening, it was unanimously resolved **that 
Tilden's Journal of Materia Medica be added to 
our list for 1878.' 

Will you therefore send us a copy of your 
valuable journal during next year, directed to 
me, as also your bill for subscription to the same. 



Notes in Praotloe. 
By M. M.JBrown, M. D., Ithaca, N. Y., 

JEditor Journal Materia Medicc\: 

Dbar Sir. — I have been a reader of the valu- 
able Journal published by you, and have always 
felt like saying so publicly, but have deferred it 
till now, hoping at this late day I may be allowed 
to thus publicly express my gratitude to you for 
diss eminating so much valuable knowledge to the 
r ibdical profession at large. Tilden^s Elixir of 
Iodo,|iha8 no equal as an alterative in all depraved 
conditions of the blood. I have made wonderful 
cures with it, viz : Otorrhoea following Scarlatina, 
Secondary Syphilis, Ulcers in the mouth, throat, 
«. upon the legs ; varicose ulcers, sores upon the 

^e resembling Epithelial Cancer, Rheumatism, 
,^ rofulous Ophthalmia, &c. , &o. The articles on 
•' Protagon " and ** Glycerite of Kephaline " are 
very welcome to the profession, and I have no 
doubt from the use of the former, and my ex- 
perience with vitalized phosphates, that we shall 
' able now, to much more surely and speedily 
eiject cures, where phospnorus compounds are 
required. The American nation is no doubt as 
liable to enervation as any people on the face of 
the globe, unless it be the French. We eat likt 
a race horse runs; we do business more rapidly 
than the English or German people; we read the 
da.ily news with one hand, while we load our 
stomachs with the other, all in fifteen minutes ; 
then with a bound we get up from the table and 
run away to our stores, ofilces, or places of busi- 
ness, in such haste, one would think our very 
existence depended upon crowdmg two days' work 
into one. Thus men overwork, and bring upon 
themselves nervous debility, not only bringing 
suffering, short life and misei*y upon themselves, 
but entailing upon their offspring, effeminacy and 
imperfectly organized textures. These facts seem 
to warrant and even demand remedies to restore 
wasted life. I am glad scientific medical men are 
** jumping into the chasm." The Lectures on 
Diseases of the Heart, by Austin Flint, M. D., 



which you so thoughtfully published, seem to me 
to be the plainest^ most understandable, most 
readable and most valuable lectures on the sub- 
ject I ever read. The above adjectives do not 
begin to express my good opinion of tlie author^s 
effort. 

I wish in conclusion, to mention some interest- 
ing surgical cases in my own practice. 

The first— of a laborer, who was thrown from a 
load of bales of hay upon the railroad track, he 
falling upon the ball of his right foot, immediately 
fainting and falling heavily bax^kward. When I 
was called to attend him I found a dislocation of 
the middle cuneiform bone, and some displa,ce- 
ment (slight) of the external. Under the influence 
of Chloric Ether the bones were replaced by 
proper manipulation and extension. He was 
lame for several months, and still favors the 
wounded foot. I mention this case as it is the 
third one, or perhaps the fourth one recorded. 
Dr. Welder of Elmira, now deceased, had one 
case like it ; the others are recorded by Sir Astley 
Cooper. 

Second. — Some weeks ago I was called in con- 
sultation to see what could be done for a Boston- 
ian, stopping at the Ithaca Hotel, who was suffer- 
ing from a strangulated hernia, as the attending 
physician stated. I made careful examination, 
but could-not find any tumor in the inguinal 
region. I did not know but a hernia had existed, 
and Dr. W. — ^had replaced all but a little knot of 
omentum, or that in the efforts at taxis the doc- 
tor and assistants, had made him so tender that 
he thought the hernia was still a matter of tBJCt. 

I told the patient if any thing else was to be 
reduced it must needs be his testicles, as there 
seemed nothing else left to put up. **0h! oh! 
deah ; deah ; (the last words decidedly Bostonian), 
nuts it is then, Doctor, I must get relief or die." 
So with the patient's help I pushed up the testi- 
cles, and at once he exclaimed, ^^now I am all 
right; that is where I wear 'em. Doctor — ^where I 
have always wore 'em, except on such occasions 
as this. " As I never read of a case like this one, 
nor ever heard of one, I hope it will in teres t all 
who may read about it. It is possible the young 
man from Down East may find himself in trouble 
aga]n,[and may chance to call a physician who has 
read of his case, and will forthwith proceed to 
reduce the testicles as a matter of fact. 

♦-♦►♦ 



Extract from letter of Dr. H. S. Herrick, Ham- 
ilton, Nev., Nov. 30, 1877. 

**I have used the Bromo-Chloralum very ex- 
tensively as a disinfectant, and find it quite as 
effectual, and from its inodorous nature far more 
agreeable, than Carbolic Acid." 
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Aoasoof.Emphyma Sarcoma Mammarurr 
Troated with Elixir lodo-Bromlde 
Calcium Comp.9 

BY DR. S. R. ITISSLBY, FORMBRLY JOP PBMBBR- 

TON, O. 

The patient, Mrs. T. of Cincinnati, 0., reques- 
ted me to meet her medical attendant in consul- 
tation, in reference to her case. The history of 
her case, elicited at my first interview, is briefly 
and substantially as follows. She remarked, **I 
am thirty-five years of age and the mother of five 
children, and had advanced to the sixth month 
of utero-gestation, when from some inexplain- 
able cause to myself and medical attendant, I 
was suddenly seized with throes of violent labor 
pains, which speedily terminated in abortion. '' 
I found her very much ema.oiated, laboring under 
great nervous ezoitement, bowels constipated, 
appetite poor, urine scanty and high colored, 
with lateritious deposits, pulse very rapid and 
small, often could not be counted; heart's action 
felt over a large area; breathing labored, with 
a well-marked cancerous cachexia of hereditary 
origin. On examination of affected mammary 
gland, I found it very much swollen and in- 
flamed, with hard and indurated nodosities scat- 
tered promiscuously over its surface ; exceedingly 
sensitive, so much so, that the most delicate 
touch would induce excruciating pain« 

The mammary gland had assumed about triple 
its normal size, with a large lateral opening, from 
which was issuing a f oatid and ichorous discharge. 
Bhe informed me, that some six months ago she 
was advised to wean her nursing child, which 
she did, and as a natural sequela the lacteal 
secretion soon accumulated in quantity, dis- 
tending the breast, with a feeling of weight and 
pain that soon became intolerable. 

Seeking advice, she was ordered to apply var- 
ious emollient cataplasms as a discutient. With 
the hope of scattering and drying up the lacteal 
secretion, and thereby effecting resolution of the 
abnormal gland, she persisted in this course of 
treatment for several weeks without any relief — 
in fact only finding hei-self worse — ^with inflam- 
matory action of the breast unabated. At this 
juncture of the ca.se aj medical^ gentleman* was 
consulted in regard to the case, who^ade a lat- 
eral opening in the breast ; and when I saw the 
patient the introitua would have readily admitted 
the introduction of a large sized pea with everted 
edges protruding from the^orifice, with an exub- 
erant excrescence — strongly resembling m ap- 
pearance, a cerebral substance, with a foBtid and 
very offensive discharge. My advice to the pa- 
tient was to submit to an operation — extirpating 
the breast, to which she was strenuously opposed. 



preferring death in lieu of any surgloal interven- 
tion. I finally persuaded her to allow me to 
open the most dependent portion of the breast, 
which was followed by a copious discharge of 
pus and a rapid diminution in size, of the mam- 
mary tumor; I injected a solution of lodo-Brom- 
ide Calcium Comp. properly diluted, into the later- 
al opening, which soon passed out at the opening I 
had just made. I ordered this operation to be re- 
peatedjthrice daily, with instructions that the cur- 
rent of the syringe be forced in very slowly to'al- 
low it to pa.ss into the sinuosities of the passage 
through the gland. In the course of two weeks, the 
lateral opening closed up and covered with a heal- 
thy cicatrix, and in the course of a fortnight, the 
other opening was healed up with an umbilioar 
ted cicatrix. In conjunction with this topical 
dressing, I ordered Elix. lodo-Bromide ; teaspoon- 
f ul every 3 hours. Her healUi is very much im- 
proved, and she feels herself under many obliga- 
tions, for the marvelous results achieved by the 
lodo in her case. I ordered her, some time ago 
to abandon or discontinue the use of the medi- 
cine, which she did for two weeks. She soon ex- 
perienced a painful sensation in the breast, be- 
coming inflamed with recrudescences about the 
cicatrix ; she resorted again to the use of theJLodo 
which soon relieved her of all her fears. If the 
lodo should fail to effect a permanent cure in 
this case, I am confident it is capable of arrest- 
ing the cancerous elements, from centralizing up- 
on any particular part of the economy. I have 
prescribed the remedy so frequently, in cases of 
a scrofulous and cancerous diathesis of the sys- 
tem, that if we have anything Like a specific in 
those diseases, especially in the shape of an effic- 
ient alterative, this preparation of the lodo— 
should receive, yes, merit our highest consider- 
ation and laudation, for the excellent results 
tliat have followed its judicious exhibition. 



-♦-♦►♦- 



Letter from Dr. J. W. Trubworthy. Em- 
poria, Kansas. 

**Your lodo-Bromide of Calcium Comp. has 
proved in my hands all you ciaomforit; and 
more particular in one case of ** Purpura Hem- 
orrhagica " that had resisted all other treatment 
for nearly one year, by several good physicians, 
was entirely cured by the use of your Blix. lodo- 
Bro. Cal. Comp., in about 12 weeks. 

The little girl conmienced to improve soon af- 
ter taking the medecine, and I am confident 
that her recovery was due to the Blix.*Iodo. **5 

I am constantly using the Elixir lodo in my 
practice ana find it invaluable in all cases of a 
scrofulous diathesis. '' 
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Letter from WilUam Gov an, M. D., Stony 
Point, N. Y., December 5th, 1877. 

Gents : — I find much fiatisfaction and success 
in the use of your **Firwein " in cases of pneu- 
monia and chronic bronchitis, also in the use of 
Elixir lodo-Bromide of Calcium Comp. in 
tumors. Have cured a case of enlarged tumor 
on the neck of a young lady, who was told by a 
former medical attendant that extirpation by the 
knife was the only means of saving her life. 

Was called June 8, 1875, to see Miss M , 

aged 20 years, who was suffering great anxiety, 
and at times a good deal of pain, on account of 
a tumor on the right of her neck, involving the 
stemo-mastoid muscle and the external carotid 
artery, and appeared of a fibroid character. The 
tumor had been growing larger for some months, 
and the young lady had consulted several physi- 
cians about her cure. The last one, a celebrated 
surgeon of "N&w York city, had advised her that 
her only hope of life, was in having the tumor 
extirpated with the knife. This she was unwill- 
ing to have done if anything else could be done. 
At this stage of the case I was called to see her. 
I found the tumor hard and painful on pressure. 
Having tested the beneficial effects of ^'Tilden^s 
Elixir lodo-Bromide of Calcium Comp.'^ in some 
similar cases, I prescribed it to the patient, telling 
her she must not be discouraged if she did not 
find any immediate benefit from its use. By my 
advice she persevered and continued the use of 
the Elixir for twelve months. At the end of 
three months the tumor began to decrease, in- 
stead of growing larger, and at the end of nine 
months had almost disappeared, and at the 
present time is hardly felt by the touch; remain- 
ing BO for the last year. The disagreeable ap- 
pearance on the lady's neck has been removed. 
The patient seems now to have a good hope of 
life although the tumor was not **cut out." 
No other medicine was taken by the patient ex- 
cept as above mentioned. This I consider a 
decided success, and a great cure resulting from 
the use of the Elixir. 



This is what the oldest Druggist between Gale- 
na and St, Paul says : 

La Crosse, Wis., Dee. 6th, 1877. 
Gents — I can't commend youi^preparations too 

highly. I have sold for a long time your Elixir 
lodo-Bromide of Calcium Comp., Pirwein, and 
Bromo. The most eminent Physicians of this 
place and surrounding country use them with 
great confidence, and results have never disap- 
pointed them. I may say the same for your 
Fluid Extracts, Pills, and other preparations-JIn 
this part of the country **Tilden" is a household 
word. Yours truly, Gbo. Howard. 



Extract from letter of H. C. Snitcher, M. D., 
Welmington, Del., Dec. 14, 77. 

** I can heartily endorse your " Elixir lodo " — 
Its results are most gratifying in all cases of in- 
dolent ulcers, and also in syphilitic affections. 
I have had recently under treatment, a case of 
Secondary Syphilis, in which I had exhausted 
the Materia Medica and my patient's patience as 
well, and all to no purpose. As a last resort, I 
determined to test the efficacy of the **Iodo," 
and by its use succeeded in producing a complete 
and radical cure. " 



Extract from letter of J. Stevens, M. D., 
Veazie, Penobscot Co., Mo., Dec. 31, 1877. 

*^I have used your preparations of lodo, Fir- 
wein and Bromo-Chloralum very extensively in 
my practice, and always with excellent results; 
in fact I could not well do without them. I also 
find your Fluid Extracts reliable and uniform." 

FIrweln. 

Extract from letter of F. W. Epery, M. D., 
New Richmond, Wis., Deo. 17, '77. 

**I have been using your preparation **Fir- 
wein ", with most gratifying results in Chronic 
Bronchitis, and in certain forms of asthma, 
combined in the latter disease with Syr. Scills 
Com., in the proportion of one part of Syr. to 
four of the Firwein." 

Extract from letter of J. W. Unger, M. D., 
Sharon, Miss., Nov. 24, '77. 

'* I have been using Tilden's Firwein in a num- 
ber of oajses of Consumption, and from the ben- 
efit derived, am constrained to believe, that, if 
commenced sufficiently early, many lives might 

be saved from a premature grave." 

^»»- 

DIphtherino. 
Extract from letter from A. C. RoBiNSOi^, M. 
D., Dispensary Physician, St. Louis, Mo., Jan. 
4, 1878. 

Gbntlbmbi?— Through kindness of Mr. Weber, 
who presented me with samples of your Diph- 
therine, I was induced to give it a trial It 
gave most gratifying results. I can not but ex- 
press my conviction that as a remedial agent^it is 
'destined to achieve good results. 

Extract from letter from Dr. Wm. Porter, St. 
Louis, Jan. 4, 1878. 

Diphtherine has, I think, been of use to me. 

Chlorine has long been a favorite [remedy with 

the profession in the treatment of diphtheria, 

and Chlorate of Potassium (partly on account of 

the oxygen) is much used. In this preparation 

you have both chlorine ana oxygen.[ ^Whero 

these agents are indicated, Diphtherine^is the 

best combination I haveftried. 
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Gsirra . — Daring my visits through New Hamp- 
shire I found the Diphtherine used successfully. 
I met one case of a prominent medical officer 
who had been cured of an ulcerated tongue by 
it, which had resisted usual remedies. In sore 
mouth of all kinds it works admirably. I met 
with some instances of its use in ulcerated 
stomach and bowels, with excellent results* 



f ♦ 



Diphtherine Lozenges. 

Extract from a letter from J. H. Putnam, M.* 
D., Rutland, Vt., January 10, 1878. 

**I have given the Diphtherine ]Lozenges a 
trial, and without hesitationfpronounoe them a 
reliable article, andjvery oonvenient^for admin- 
istration. My object m sending for them was to 
get something I could give to chUdren without 
trouble. I have several^ cases of Diphtheria 
under treatment, and wherever I go I am asked 
what the children can take to prevent Diph- 
theria. I prescribe these lozenges, and they take 
them so nicely — often calling for more — ^that I 
am pleased with them. I believe they possess 
substantial virtues. 



I have used the biphthbrinb lozbngss ; they 
relieve all throat difficulties at once. 



LIqulrlzlna. 

Extracts from Lbttbrs. 

**Send me four ounces by mail of yourLiQUiRi- 
ziNA; it is splendid. Sample sent me was very 
acceptable." 

**I can now overcome all the objections of pa- 
tients to Quinine, with your admirable LIQUIRI- 

ZINA." 



••• 



Malt. 

**Your PURB MAiiT is worth having. I have 
used all kinds, never had much faith in it till I 
got hold of yours." 

**Your MALT is as light and darkness, it's a pleas- 
ure to give it; patients like it. What I have 
used was black, tax-like, molasses ta«te. This, 
like all your preparations, is just as it should be." 

**Send me a five pound bottle of malt ext, 
PURE, for yours is pure, and our physicians are 
glad to get it." 

* 'Forward by Express immediately one dozen 
PURE extract malt plain ; one Physician is so 
well pleased with it he is in a hurry." 

♦ 

Sugar-Coated Pills. 
I was in a drug store the other day and the 
solubility of sugar-coated pills came up, when 
the several kinds were tried. Suffice it to say 



the coating on yours came oft in water at 68 in 
four minutes; others, /our and OrhaJtf^ seven^ 
eight, and nine minutes. Gelatin coated re- 
quired twenty minutes. Your pills had been 
longest in the store, and the water was perfectly 
clear, while others were turbid, showing you» to 
be pure sugar-coating ; the others.had some admix- 
ture to make them hard. Yours, 

T M. L., M. D. 



Tlldan A Co.'s Syrup Alterative in Treat- 
ment of Syphilis. 

We suppress for obvious reasons the name and 
residence of the correspondent who sends us the 
following letter : 
Messrs. Tildbn & Co. 

Sirs. — I have been taking your Syrup Altera- 
tive for Syphilis of ten years standing, having 
during these many years tried many remedies, all 
to no purpose. I am now more free from ite 
effects than I have been at any time during the 
last ten years, and greatly improved in strength, 
and think I would entirely recover if I continue 
to use your Syrup Alterative. 

I am determined to give it a fair test, so yoa 
will greatly oblige your long suffering patient if 
you will, as early as convenient, forward me 
one-half dozen bottles of the above named medi- 



ome. 



<»• 



PHYSICIANS DIARY 1878. 

The demand for this popular publication has 
been so far in excess of our anticipation, that 
the first edition is already exhausted. We are 
now printing a second edition, which will be 
ready for issue Jan'y 25tji. This fact will ex- 
plain any apparent delay in filling orders re- 
ceived since lOth^inst. 

We append the following letter as a specimen 
of many that are being daily received, 

Teoumseh, Mich., Jan. 8th 1878. 

Gents:— The *Thysicians Diary" is this day re- 
ceived. The ** Diary "I think is far ahead of 
any I ever saw. (and I have used several kinds) ; 
it is very complete in every way, and I hope you 
will continue its publication. 

I would like a specimen copy of the ** Journal 
of Materia Medica " for this year. 

I am yours truly, C. M. Woodward, M. D. 



^^Correspondents will oblige by writing plainly 
their names, Tovm, County and State. We are 
frequently unable to answer letters because these 
are omitted. 
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MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE 

OF NEW YORK. 

Seventy-Second Annual Meeting. 

HELD IN ALBANY, JANUABY 15, 16, AND lY, 1878. 
TUBSDAY, JaNUABY 15TH. — FlBST DaY. — 

MoBNiNG Session. 

The Society met, panaant to adjournment, 
in Albany, at U o'clock a, m., and was called 
to order by the Vice-President, De. A. L 
Saundbbs, of Madison County. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Rupub W. 
Clabk, D. D. 

Vice-Pbebident Saundebs alluded to the 
fact that circumstances had developed which 
rendered it necessary for him to discharge the 
duties of President. On the 20th of Decem- 
ber he learned from Dr. Jenkins, the Presi- 
dent-elect, that he would be unable to attend 
the present meeting. In thtf intervening time 
he had been unable to prepare any address. 
He would state, however, that the profession 
continued to advance both in this and other 
States. It was his earnest hope that what- 
ever mistakes might have been in the past 
should be met manfully, and in a manner be- 
coming the medical profession. 

COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 

Db. Saundebs then announced the Commit- 
tee on Credentials, as follows :Drs N C. Hus- 
ted, £• H. Lyman, and H. N. Porter. 

The Sbcbetaby read a communication from 
Dr. Jenkins, in which he expressed his appre- 
ciation of the honor conferred in electing him 
as the presiding officer of the Society, but de- 
clined the acceptance of the office. 

Db. Pobteb, of Albany, the Treasurer, pre- 
sented a communication from Dr. Jenkins, 
transmitting his check for $25 as a donation 
to the treasury of the Society. 

The letter containing the declination of Dr. 
Jenkins was received and ordered to be placed 
on file. ^ 

The check was received with thanks, and 
its accompanying letter ordered to be placed 
upon record. 



annoitngembnt of committees. 

The Vice-Pbesident then announced the 
following committees: 

For Uammittee on Arranaements. — Dr. 
Wm« H. Bailey, Dr. Wm« Manlius Smith, and 
Dr. J. N. Northrop. 

For Business Vommittee.'-Wm, C. Wey, 
and D. B. St. John Roosa. 

Db. C. H. Pobteb offered a series of reso- 
lutions to the effect that only delegates and 
permanent members, who had registered and 

J^aid their dues, should be permitted to vote 
or members of the Nominating Committee 
in the several Senatorial district caucuses; 
that each caucus select a Chairman and a Sec- 
retary, and that each Chairman should report 
the result of the caucus to the Society in wri- 
ting. The resolutions were adopted. 

A recess was then taken to enable the Com- 
mittee to arrange the order of business. 

On reconvenmg, after a lapse of twenty 
minutes, Db. Bailey, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Arrangements, reported the follow- 
ing members by invitation : Drs. G. T. Stev- 
ens, Wm. H. Murray, John Tbioinpson, £. 
VanSlyke, D. H. Cook, and W. L. Purple, of 
Albany; A. E. McDonald, of New York; P. 
B. Collier, of Valatie; and Wm. D. Lamib, of 
of Lawrence, Mass., Delegate from the Mass- 
achusetts State Medical Society. 

oommitteb on ethics. 

The Vice-Pbebident then announced the 
following Committee on Ethics: Drs. Wil- 
liam C. Wey, D. B. St. John Roosa, and 
James Chapman. 

The Chairman of the Business Committee, 
then made some remarks as to the legality of 
the present meeting. 

Db. Goulby moved that the matter be re- 
ferred to the Business Committee, with power. 
The motion was carried. 

DUDLEY OBSEBVATOBY. 

An invitation was received from the Direc- 
tors of the Dudley Observatory, requesting 
the Society to visit that institution. The in- 
vitation was accepted with thanks, and bet- 
ween 1i and 8^ o'clock Wednesday evening 
fixed upon as the time. 
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LA.WBBG0LA.TI2rG PEES FOB BXPSaT TBSTIHOyY. 

Dr.* Di&ioN, of Cayaga'Cd., asked the ad- 
vice of the Society as to ihe proposition to 
secare the passage of a lav giving proper 
compensition to madicil ezpercS when sam- 
moned as witnesses. 

The matter was referred to the Business 
Committee. 

DIPLOMA. G02rFEBRBD. 

The Bisiness Committee annoaaced a com 
maaioatioQ from the Censors of the Western 
District, with reference to granting a diploma 

to A.LPHO!fSB DA.attS^A.IS. 

Dr. C. M. Allis^, of New York, moved 
that a diploma ba granted in accordan3e with 
the ananimouj rec^mnanditioa of the Cjn- 
sors, and that it be signed by the Vice-Presi- 
dent and the S3cret;ary. Carried. 
^The Society then adjourned, to meet at 3 

p. M. 



First Day. — AprBRXOoy Sassioy. 
The Society wis called to order at 3 p. m. 
by the Vicd-Pre^ident. 

GOMaCUNICATIOSTS FPOM C0U2rTY SOCIETIES. 

Under this heaL Dr. H. G. Fiffard, of 
New Y>rk, presentei a oommunioation from 
the Medi.al Sojiety of the Coanty of New 
York, miking inquiry with reference to the 
meining >f certain sections of the Code. 

On motion, made by Dr. C. M. Alliit, of 
New York, the conmunication was referred 
to the C >mmlttee on Ethics. 

.REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON P17BLIGATI0X. 

Tne report of the Committee on Pablica- 
tion was read and adopted. Among the re- 
commendations made by the Committee were 
the following: 

That the amount charged for the Transac- 
tions be the publisher's price until the volumes 
were four or more ^rears old, when, if more 
than 100 copies remained unsold, they mis^ht 
be disposed of at fifty cents per volume; that 
when such editions were reduced below 100 
copies the prices should be raised to one dol- 
lar; that each county society should be requir- 
ed to take annually a number of copies equal 
to five times the number of delegates such 
county society sends to the State Medical So- 
ciety; and that the dues of permanent mem- 
bers and delegates should be paid at the be- 
ginning of the year. 

COMMrriES ON NOMIirATIOK. 

t<yr F$r8t District^Dt . 3. W. S. Qouley, 
of New York County. 

Fbr Second Diatrict^^Dt, D.Guernsey, of 
Dutchess County. 

lor Third Diatriet^Dt. H. M. Burton, of 
Rensselaer County. 

IfiH- Fourth DUkiet—Dt/E. D. Ferguson, 
of Bssex County. 



Fjr Fifth Districe,— Dr. G. W. Cook, of 
ODsego County. 

For Sixth District. — Dr. J. H. Chittenden, 
of Broome Conntv. 

For Seventh district — Dr. Theodore Di- 
iiion, of Cayuga County. 

For Eghth District. — Dr. James Chapman, 
of Orleaas County. 

Reading of papers being next in order, Dr. 
EcTGENB BBA.CH, of Gloversvillc, reported a 
else of 

P[r?fCTURED WOUND OF THE STOMACH, WITH 

RECOVERY. 

The wound was two iaches below the point 
of the sternum and almost exactly in the 
i:iedian line. Tiiere were marked symptoms 
of collapse, the patient vomited blood and al- 
B ) passed blood by stool. 

Two weeks after the occurrence of the acci- 
dent the pxtient was up, and at the end of 
1 wo months appeared entirely well. He had 
previously been a strong and healthy man. 

Dr. a. McLa.ne Hamilton presented a 

CONTRIBUTION TO THE STUDY OP AUDITORY 

EPILEPSY. 

An illnstrati7e oa«e was reported. The pa- 
per will be published in a subsequent number 
of the Record. 

It was discuwed by Dr. Roosa, of New 
York. 

PENILE FiSTULiB IN THE ANTE-SCROTAL REGIOIT. 

Dr. Robert P. Weir, of New York, read 
a brief paper upon the above subject, and il- 
lustrated it with colored plates. 

The history of a successful operation was 
reported. 

' |Dr. Georoe Bayles, of New York, pre- 
sented 

A CLINICAL OBSERVATION RELATING TO VACCIN- 
ATION DURING ATTACKS OF PERTUSSIS. 

The conclusion reached was that vaccina- 
tion exerted a faYorable modification upon 
whooping cough. 

Dr. Cronyn, of Buffalo, remarked that the 
influence of vaccination upon the course of 
pertussis had long been recognized, and that 
he had resorted more or less to it in the treat- 
ment of uncomplicated oases during the last 
thirty years. 

REGISTRATION OF VITAL STATISTICS, AND METH- 
ODS TO BE ADOPTED TO SECURE DESIRED RESULTS 

Dr. SIlisha Harris, of New York, read a 
paper relating to reoords of mortality and 
prevailing diseases. The paper was discussed 
by Drs. Furbeck, and Harris. 

Dr. Wm. H. Bailey, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Arrangements, announced the fol- 
lowing members by invitation: Drs. Maurice 
J. Lewi, C. 8. Merrill, V. O'Leary, G. H. New- 
comb, S. B. Ward, W. G. fucker, Amos Few- 
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ler, J. B. Stonefaoase, aad Loais Baloh, of 
Albany; Dr. H. H. Beeoher, of Norwich, Che* 
nango Cj.; Dr. Chas. Hammon, of Soheneo- 
tadv ; Drg. A. W. Shiland and R. H. Sabin, 
of West Tfoy ; Dr. A. J. Long, of Whitehall, 
and Dr. A. W. Tapper, of Granville, Wash- 
ington Co. ; Dr. C. W. Adams, of Middleville, 
Herkimer Co. ; Dr. E. W. Carmiohael, of Sand 
Lake, Rensselaer Co. ; Dr. Chas. E Willard, 
of Catskill ; Dr. S. F. Greene, of Corsackie ; 
Dr. Wm. T. White, of New York. The So- 
ciety then adjoarned, to meet at 8 p. m. 

FiBST Day. — Evening Session. 

The Society was called to order at 8 p. m. 
by the Vice-President. 

BBPOBT OF THB WDBKINGS OP THE INTEBNA- 
TIONAL CONGBtaSS HELD AT GENEVA IN 1877. 

Db. E. Seguin, of New York, presented, 
by invitation, the claims of priority of the 
American physicians in the movement for the 
introdaction of more aniformity in physic and 
in pharmacy, and the calmination of this 
movement in the nomination of an interna- 
tional commission, to whose members all pro- 
trresB of the question mast be communicated. 
Of the seven commissioners chosen, two are 
American, two French, one Swiss, another 
Norwegian; the secretary is Belgian; the 

firesident is a professor of sargery of Tarino. 
t was to be hoped that the spirit of the com- 
mission would be truly international and pro- 
gressive, and the American members were de- 
termined to give the claim of their compa- 
triots all the prominence it deserves before 
the International Medical Congress of 1879, 
which will meet in Amsterdam. The remarks 
and narrative of Dr. E. Sdguin were received 
with the same earnestness with which he 
made them. 

BBPOBT ON THE ANTISEPTIC SYSTEM. 

Db. Stephen Smith, of New York, made a 
report regarding the use of antiseptics in sur- 
gery after LUter*s plan, and reported several 
oases. 

The paper was discussed by Drs. Weir, of 
New York. Hutchinson of Brooklyn, Minor, 
of New York, Chapman of Orleans Co., Wol- 
cott, of Utica, and Crony n, of Buffalo. 

The discussion took the usual routine, and 
cases were cited in which remarkable .recov- 
eries had taken place without the use of the 
antiseptic system in its details. 

bbcbption at thx dblavan house. 

An invitation was extended to the State 
Medical Society, by the Albanjr County Med- 
ical Society, to attead a reception at the Del- 
jtvan House, Wednesday evening, at 9 o'clock. 

The invitation was formally accepted by 



the Society, after which an adjournment 
made, to meet on Wednesday, at 10 a. m. 

Wednesday, Januabt 16th — Second Day— 

MoBNiNG Session. 

The Society was called to order at 10 a. m. 
^y Vice President Saunders. Prayer was of- 
fered by the Rev. John McClellan Holmes, D. 
D. The minutes of the previous day were 
read and approved. 

mbmbbbs by invitation. 

Db. Ba.iley, Chairman of the Committee on 
Arrangements, annoaQced the following names 
•f members by invitation : Drs. O. D. Ball, 
fi B. Tefft, Harriet A. Woodv^rard, R. J. Bul- 
lock, of Albany ; Dr. Maurice Perkins, of 
Sohenectady ; and Dr. Meigs C^se, of Oneonta. 

Dr. J. G. Riohabdson, of Philadelphia, was 
introduced as delegate from the Pennsylvania 
State Medical Sooiety, and made an appropri- 
ate response. 

THE GOVEBNOB's BECEPTION. 

Db. Bailey also announced that Oovemor 
Robinson had expressed a desire to see such 
of the members of the Society as might be 
pleased to favor him with a call on this, the' 
regular evening in the week for his receptions. 

BEPOBT OF TBBASITBEB. 

Dr. PoBTEB presented his report, which 
was referred to an auditing committee, com- 
posed of Drs. Oovan, of Rockland Co., and 
Burr, of Broome Co. 

The report showed that the finances of the 
Society were not in the most favorable con- 
dition, and a delegate remarked that the 
sooner the members and delegates found it 
out the better. Unfortunately, the receipts 
from the sale of the Transactions did not 
meet the expense of publication. It w&i 
hoped, however, that the provision made with 
reference to the disposal of books hereafter 
might replenish the treasury in a satisfactory 
manner, as far as the publication of the Trans- 
actions was concerned. 

The Librarian's report was read by the 
Treasurer. 

BEPOBT OF COMMITTEB ON ETHICS. 

Db. Wby, Chairman of the committee, re- 
ported upon the communication sent up from 
the New York County Medical Society, to the 
effect that Sections 3 and 4 of Article 1, ** On 
the duties for the support of professional 
character,'' and also Section 1 of Article 4, 
** Of the duties of phvsicians in regard to 
consultations," was so clear and explicit that 
they respired no special explanation, and 
therefore the committee was disinclined to of- 
fer any comni,ent^ in^inuoh as there was no 
specific violaUon mentioned; and the county 
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sodeties were clothed with ample power to 
re<][iiire sabmissioiiy to settle all individaal re- 
lations with its membersy and to inflict salu- 
tary censnre and penalty. From the action 
of coanty societies an appeal might be made 
to the State Medical Society. The report 
was unanimous. 

On motion, the report was, without discus- 
sion, accepted and adopted. 

CODIFICATION OP THK BY-LA Wfl. 

The report of Db. Hutghins, of Brooklyn, 
who was unavoidably absent, was read by Dr. 
Hutchinson, of Brooklyn. It was accepted 
and adopted, and will appear in the next vol- 
ume of Transactions. 

CHANGS OF TIME FOB HOLDING THX ANNUAL 
MEETING — PBOGBAMME FOB COBBECTING THE 
EBBOB MADE WITH BBFEBENCE TO HOLDING 
THE PBBSBNT MEETING. 

The Business Committee reported that it 
was desirable to retrace and correct steps 
made in error relative to the present meeting, 
and offered resolutions to the effect, (1.) That 
this meeting, commencing Janua^ 15, 1878, 
is hereby declared to be an adjourned meeting, 
from June, 1877 ; (2.) That an annual meet- 
ing be held in Albany on the date for holding 
the next annual meeting — ^the third Tuesday 
in June, 1878 — when by a quorum, consisting 
of the presiding officer of this meeting, th'^ 
Secretary, the Treasurer, and twelve other 
permanent members or delegates, the transac- 
tions of the present meeting shall be ratified. 

The report and resolutions were unani 
mously adopted. 

The Business Committee then reported a 
resolution making provision for changing the 
time of holding the annual meeting of the So 
ciety to the first Tuesday in February. • Dr. 
Goff, of Madison Co., offered an amendment 
that the annual meeting be held on the third 
Tuesdav of January. Amendment lost. The 
original motion was then carried by a large 
majority. 

BEPOBT FAVOEING THE PASSAGE OF A LAW BE- 
LATING TO BXPEBT TESTIMONY. 

The Business Committee reported a resolu- 
tion recommending the passase of a law se- 
curing proper compensation ^r expert testi 
mony. 

The resolution was adopted, and on motion 
made by Dr. Mosher a committee of three, 
with Dr. Dimon of Cayuga, as chairman, was 
appointed to represent the Society in efforts 
to secure the passage of such a law. The 
Committee consists of Dr. Dimon, Dr. H. D. 
Didama, of Syracuse, and Dr. J. V. Kendall, 
of Baldwinsville. 

The Committee on By-Laws made a report, 
which was referred to Dr. Hutchins, of Brook- 



lyn. The report related to requirements of 
medical students before commencing the study 
of medicine. 

COMMITTEE ON HYGIENE. 

The Business Committee reported that Dr. 
Stoddard, Chairman of the Committee on Hy* 
giene, was unable to be present, on account of 
the death of Dr. Dean, of Rochester. 

DEATH OF DB. DEAN. 

Db. Boosa presented a resolution, to be 
sent by telegram to the family of Dr. Dean, 
expressing tne profound sympathy of the pro- 
fession in their irreparable loss. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

DEATH OF MEMBEBS. 

The death of Drs. Hiram Corliss and L. B. 
Cobb, was announced. 

SPECIAL OBDEB OF BUSINESS. 

The resolution introduced at a former meet^ 
ing by Dr. E. M. Moore, of Rochester, regard- 
ing the examination of medical students pre- 
Saratory to receiving the degree of Doctor in 
[edicine, was to be the special order for the 
hour reached; but, owing to the absence of 
Dr. Moore, on account of the death of Dr. 
Dean, the committee was continued, and the 
subject passed over until next year. 

THK AUDITING COMMITTEE. 

reported that the Treasurer's account had 
been found to be correct. 
Report adopted and committee discharged. 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS. 

Drs. H. C. Hendrick, F, D. Beebe, and J. 
C. Nelson were appointed a committee to in- 
vite members of the regular profession, who 
were members of the Legislature, to attend 
the Sessions of the Society. 

Reading of papers being next in order. Dr. 
Walter B. Chase, of Windham, read upon 

LAOSBATION OF THE OERYIX UTEBI AS A FAOTOB IN 

UTERINE DISEASE. 

The paper was discussed at length by Drs. 
Fordyce Barker, A. Jacobi, and H. T. Hanks, 

of New York. 

DISTRICT SCHOOL HYGIENE. 

Dr. Jewett, of Canandaigua, read a brief 
paper upon the above subject, which was re- 
ferred. 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 

Communications from Dr. Louis Necker, of 
Paris, France, and W. A. F. Brown, of Dum- 
fries, Scotland, acknowledging election to 
honorary membership, were read by the Chair- 
man of the Business Committee. 

The Society then adjourned, to meet at 3 p.m. 

Second Day — Afternoon Session 

The Society was called to order at 8 p. m. 
by the Vice-President. 



February, 1878.] 



JOURNAL OF MA.TERIA MEDICA. 



29 



The first order of basiness was the reading 
of papers. 

OOMMITTBS ON HTOIBNK. 

Dr. A. N. Bel], of Brooklyn, read a portion 
of the report of the Committee. 

The report on hygiene, from the Medico- 
Legal Society of New York City, and presen- 
ted by Dr. O. S. Wood, was called for, but 
no response was made. 

Dr. Maurice Perkins, of Schenectady, read 
a brief and valuable paper upon the 

ESTIMATION OF TJBEA. 

IMPROVED METHOD OF DBTEOTINa LEUKEMIA IN ITS 
EARLY STAGES, AND FOB ENUMERATING WHITE BLOOD- 
GLOBULES IN DISEASE GENERALLY. 

Dr. Joseph G. Richardson, of Philadelphia, 
read an interesting pa^ er upon the above sub- 

t'ect, which wiU be published in a future num- 
ber of the * Record.' 

On motion, made by Dr. N. C. Husted, the 
thanks of the Society were extended to Dr. 
Richardson for his valuable scientific and vol- 
untary contnbution to the Transactions. 

ISCHEMIA OF THE RETINA. 

Dr. Thos. R. Pooley, of New York, read a 
paper upon the above subject. It was dis- 
cussed by Dr. Roosa, of Mew York. 

Dr. Arthur Matthewson, of Brooklyn, read 
a papftr on 

DIAGNOSIS OF INTER-ORANIAL TUM0B8 WITH REPORT OF 

OASES. 

MEMBERS BY INVITATION. 

Dr. Bailey reported the following names 
of members by invitation : 
' Dr. C. E. Nichols and Wm. S. Cooper, of 
Troy; W. H. T. Reynolds, of Albany; J. L. 
Archambeault, of Cohoes; Mary Dubois and 
H. Burdell, of Albany, James D. Jones, of 
Schenectady; James R. Leaming and E D. 
Hudson, Jr., of New York ; G. L. Ullman, L. 
C. B. Graveline, P. J. Eeegan, S. A. Rut sell, 
and Thos. M. Tre^o, of Albany ; and Eli Fox 
of Mohawk, Herkimer. 

Dr. Goodwillie, of New York, read a paper 
upon 

THE SALIVARY GLANDS — SOME OF THEIR DISEASES AND 
TREATMENT/ ILLUSTRATED BY WAX MODELS. 

The history of a case in which a salivary 
fistula was healed, was reported. 

Dr. Benedict, of Syracuse, reported a case of 

INTUSSUSCEPTION, WITH SLOUGHING AND EXTRUSION OF 
A PORTION OF THE SMALL INTESTINE. 

The woman recovered, and subsequently 
died, when it was found that separation oc- 
curred about nine inches above the ileo-csBcal 

valve. 

Dr. Giberson, of Brooklyn, presented some 

SURGICAL NOTES, WITH A CASE OF NERVK-8TRBT0HING IN 

SCIATICA. 

The nerve was cut down upon, the finger 



passed beneath it, and sufficient lifting done 
to raise the body from the table. Recovery 
good. The case had resisted all ordinary 
treatment. 

The surgical notes related to operations un- 
der the influence of nitrous oxide. 

A somewhat lengthy discussion followed, 
regarding the comparative merit of the differ- 
ent anaesthetics. It was participated in by 
Drs. Matthewson, Goodwillie, Roosa, Wey, 
Woloott, Benedict, and Giberson. 

The Society then adjourned, to meet at 10 
o'clock on Thursday morning. 

Wednesday Evening. 

After visiting Dudley Observatory, the 
members of the Society and invited guests 
were handsomely entertained at the Ddavan 
House, by the Medical Society of the County 
of Albany. 

Thursday January 17th — Third Day. 

The Society was called to order at 10 ▲. m. 
by Vice-President Dr. A. L. Saunders, and 
prayer was offered by Rev. Wm . S. Smart, D. 

The minutes of the previous day were read 
and approved. 

Dr. Bailey, of the Cjmnittee on Arrange- 
ments, reported the name of Dr M. G. Planck 
of Schenectady, as member by invitation. 

communication from NIAGARA COUNTY — ACTION OF THE 
SOCIETY WITH REFERENCE TO THE OODE OF ETmCS. 

The Chairman of the Business Committee, 
announced the reception of a communication 
from Niagara County, which had inadvert- 
ently escaped notice at the last meeting of 
the Society. The communication contained a 
request that the State Medical Society should 
take action upon an accompanying resolution, 
for the purpose of declaring an authoritative 
decision regarding certain questions connected 
with the Code of J^edical Ethics. 

The resolution was as follows: 

Hesolvedy That it is a breach of the Code of 
Medical Ethics, for a member of a county so- 
ciety which is entitled to send delegates to 
the State Medical Society, and who is in the 
general practice of his profession, to use upon 
his sign or bill-heads, or in advertisements, the 
words " Eye and Ear Infirmary," or *' Oculist 
and Aurist." 

Dr. Burr, of Binghampton, moved that the 
resolution in the communication be adopted 
as the sense of the Society. 

Dr. Chapman, of Orleans seconded the mo- 
tion. 

It was explained that the passage of the 
resolution simplv affirmed the opinion of the 
Society, that sucn terms as those referred to 
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should not be used by a member while in 
general priictice. 

Dr. Wm. H. Bailey, of Albany, moved to 
amend by striking oat the words ** general 
practioe/' belieyine that the use of such words 
as referred to in the resolution was wrong for 
the specialist as well as the general practi- 
tioner. 

Dr. Cook called for the reading of the Code 
upon the point in question. 

The passage of the resolution was for the 
purpose of giving general information to the 
profession in the State, and was not the action 
of the Society upon a given case. 

The amendment offered by Dr. Bailey was 
unanimously adopted ; aff., 45. 

The original resolation, as amended, was 
then unanimously adopted ; aff., 46. 

0BN80B TO TH£ UNIVEBSFtT. 

Dr. WuL H. Bailey, as Censor to the Uni- 
versity of Syracuse, presented his report, 
which was accepted, and ordered upon the 
minutes. 

BBPOBT OF OOMMITTEB ON NOMINATION. 

Dr. £. R. Ferguson, Essex, Secretary of the 
Committee, read the following report: 

jpbr President — Dr. D. B. St. John Roosa, 
of New York. 

For Vtce-Preaident — Dr. Jadson C. Nelson, 
of Truzton, Cortland Co. 

jFbr Secretary — ^Dr. Wm. Manlius Smith, 
of Manlius, Onondaga Co. 

For TVeasurer — Dr. Charles BL Porter, of 
Albany. 

For Censors — Southern District: E. R. 
Peaslee and E. Eliot, New York, and E. H. 
Parker, of Poughkeepsie. Eastern District : 
H. B. Whiton, Troy ; J. L. Babcock, Albany; 
J. P. Sharer, Little Falls. Middle District : 
M. M. Bagff, Utica; G. W. Cook, Otego; C. 
Q. Bacon, Fulton. Western District; C. C. 
Wyckoff, Buffalo: H. Jewett, Canandaigua; 
C. Green, Homer. 

Committee on Correspondence. — First Dis- 
trict; T. A. Emmet, New York; Second Dis- 
trict, D. Gaemsey, Amenia; Third District, 
R. H. Ward, Troy; Fourth District, T. B. 
Reynolds, Saratoga; Fifth District; S. G. 
Wolcott, Utica; Sixth District, J. G. Orton, 
Binghampton; Seventh District, H. B. Wil- 
bur, Syracuse; Eighth District; C. Rider, 
Rochester. 

Committee on Brize Essays—W. W. Ely, 
and E. M. Moore, Rochester; T. F. Rochester, 
Buffalo. 

Committee on By-Laws — Wm. C. Wey, 
Elmira; Wm. Manlius Smith, Manlius; and 
Wm. H. Bailey, Albany. 

Committee on Publication — H. D. Didama 
and Alfred Mercer, of Syracuse; Wm. Manli- 
us Smith, Manlius; 0. H. Porter, Albany. 



Committee on Hygiene ^IL V. Stoddard, 
Rochester; C. R. Agnew, New York; J. 6. 
Orton, Binghampton; M. H. Burton, Troy; D. 
Guernsey, Amenia; £. Hutchinson, Utica; H. 
Jewett, Canandaigua. 

Permanent Metnbers^YmX District, John 
9. Hinton, J. R. Leaming, and D. B. St. John 
Hoosa, New York, and C. H. Giberson, Brook- 
lyn. Second District: Levi Lounsbery, Stone 
Ridge, Ulster Co. ; P. R. H. Sawyer, Bedford, 
Westchester Co. Third District: F. B. Par- 
melee, Greenbush; J. 0. Hutchinson, Troy. 
Fourth District: M. H. Ballou, Mechaaicsville, 
Saratoga Co.; A. J. Lmg, Whitehall, Wash- 
ington Co. Fifth District: J. K. Leaning, 
Ply Creek, Otsego Co.; H. G. Ducois, Cam- 
len, Oneida Co. Sixth District: G. W. Avery 
NTorwich; J. H. Chittenden, Binghamton. 
Seventh District: J. W. Palmer, Victor, Ont. 
Co.; W. W. Porter, Syracuse. Eighth Dis- 
trict: James Chapman, Medina, Orleans Co.; 
Wm. Gould, Erie. 

Wmorary Members. — Clarkson T. Collins, 
Great Barrington, Mass. 

Eligible to Honorary Membership, — ^L. Au- 
^ste Mercier, Paris, France; Christopher 
death and J. Bucknill, London, England; H. 
J. Bowditch, Boston, Mass. ; ^J. S. Billings, 
U. S Army. 

DBLBOATB8. 

7o the Medical Society of the State of Penn- 
sylvania. — G. L. Halsey, Unadilla, Otsego Co. 
Wm. C. Wey, Elmira. 

To the MassachtMetts Medical Society. — H. 
P. Famham and J. L. Banks, New York. ^ 

To the Connecticut Medical Society — N. X3. 
Flusted, New York; E. M. Lyon, Plattsburg; 
R. F. Weir, New York. 

To the Medical Society of New Jersey, — ^H. 
S. Crandall, Leonardsville, Madison Co.; J. 
0. Nelson, Truxton; Wm. Go van, Stony Point- 

To the New Htmpshire State Medical Sod. 
ety, — B. F. Smith, Mt. Upton, Chenango Co. 

7o the Vermont State Medical Society. — 
0. E. Nichols, Troy; W. H. Ballou, Saratoga 
Co.; A. J. Long, Washington Co. 

To the Bhode Island Medical Society. — A. 
L. Siunders, Brookfield, Madison Co. ; C. M. 
Ailin, New York. 

To the Canadian Medical Society. — J. N, 
Northrip, Albany; E. D. Ferguson, Danne- 
mora, Clinton Co.; E. F. Edcerly, Port Henry 
Essex Co.; B. F. Sherman, Ogdensburg. 

To the Medical Society of the State of Ohio. 
—J. R. Pooley, New York; Wul H. Leon- 
ard, East Worcester, Otsego Co. 

Censor for the College of Medicine of Syr^ 
acuse University. — J. S. Bailey, Albany. 

Delegates to the American Medical Amoci- 
Uion.—G. S. Wood, T, Addis, Emmet, J. M. 
Minor, and J. W. S. Gonley, New York; A* 
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N. Bell, KiDgg; Qt. J. Fisher and J. Foster 
JenkiDSy \V'estohedter; E- H. Parker, Datoh- 
eea; M. H. Barton and R. B. Bontecue, Rens- 
selaer; G. H. Porter, Albany; John P. Gray, 
Oaeida; d. W. Cooke, Otsego; Theodore Di- 
mon, Cayn^a; Geo. Burr, Broome; H. Jewett, 
Ontario; H. C. Htjndricks, Cortland; S. G. 
Woloott, Oneida; Leroy MoLaan, Rensselaer; 
A. J. L>ng, Washington; J. Mortimer Craw, 
Jefferson; J. H. Chittenden, Broome; A. Van 
Dar Veer, Albany; T. B. Reynolds, Saratoga; 
E. M. Moore, Monroe; J. C. Hatchinson 
Kings; E. Harris and Stephen Smith, New 
York; Wm. C. Wey, Chemang; E. R. Hun, 
Albany; T. F. Rochester, Erie; W. S. Ely, 
Monroe; A. Flint and F. H. Hamilton, New 
York; F. Hyde, Cortland; D. B. St. John 
Roosa, New i ork. 

OBBTAIN BSOOMMBNDATIONS. 

The Committee on Nomination also recom- 
mended Drs. C L. Stiles, of Tioga, and W. 
S. Cooper, of Rensselaer, as eligible to perm- 
anent membership. 

On motion the report was aooepted. 

Dr. Cook moyed that the portion of the re- 
port relating to eligibility to permanent mem- 
bership be laid upon the table. 

A delegate remarked that the effect of Dr. 
CooVs motion would be, if it prevailed, to 
omit the question from the report, and place 
it in a position from which it could be raised 
at any future time, if the Society so ordered. 

The omission of this portion of the report 
was regarded as a simple compliance with the 
by-laws of the Society. 

Dr. CooVs motion prevailed by a vote of 
affirmative thirty to negative nine. 

On motion, the report, as amended, was 
then adopted. 

On Motion mide by Dr. Cook, the Vice- 
President was instructed to cast for the Soci- 
ety an affirmative ballot for the election of all 
the officers named in the report as amended. 

MODIFICATION OF THB STATUTE. 

The Business Committee moved that the 
Secretary and Treasurer be directed to pro- 
cure such modification of the statute from 
the legislature as may be necessary to legal- 
ize the new mode of selecting permanent 
members by representation. Carried. 

BBGISTBATION OF VITAL STATISTICS. 

Dr. H Harris, of New York, offered a reso- 
lution by the passage of which the Society 
encouraged a thorough registration of vital 
Btatistics throughout the state. 

Reading of papers being next in order, 
Dr. L. D. Buckley, of New York, read a 
Taluable paper 

ON DIBT AND HTGISNB IN DISEASES OF THE SKIN. 

Reference was made to the various kinds of 



food employed in feeding children, and to the 
different methods of preparation. 

A QUESTION OF ICBDIOAL ETHICS. 

In the paper mention was made of food pre» 
pared by "The New York Food Company." 

It was suggested that the name of the 
company should be omitted, inasmuch as the 
article of food prepared by them was patent- 
ed. The simple omission of the name of the 
company was all that was neoess%ry to relieve 
the Society of a technical violation of ethics 
in accepting the paper as it was read. 

Dr. Backlev thought the name could do no 
liarm, and that it would aid the physician 
verv much in obtaining a proper article of di- 
et for children. 

Dr. Mosher, of A'bany, remarked, that if 
changing the name would be of positive ser- 
vice, in the treatment of disease, it should be 
considered as an incidental advantage, and be 
vccepted. 

The Vice-President, Dr. Saunders, opposed 
the retention of the name of the company, if 
the paper was to be accepted by the society. 

Dr, Mosher remarked that if our ethics 
stood in the way of having the best tbinss 
possible for the cure of disease, it would be 
wisdom for the Society to so chatige its Code 
that we could have the best. 

Dr. Hatchinson, of Oneida Co., remarked 
that he endorsed the suggestions in the l>aper, 
and should be sorry to see ib refused admission 
to the transactions, but at the same time he 
did not wish to have the Society endorse eith- 
er proprietary medicine or food. 

Dr. Craig moved that the piper be referred 
to the Committee on Publications. 

Dr. Mosher 8ecx>nded the motion. 

Dr. Bulkly signified his willingness to omit 
the name of the company from his paper, if it 
was the wish of the Society, and also the name 
^' Nestle," which had been used. 

Dr. J. S. Biiley moved that, '^ As the sense 
of the Society, it would be wise to leave the 
names referred to out of the paper before it 
appeared in the transactions." 

Almost unanimously carried. 

The Business Committee affain called for 
the paper by Dr. George T. Stevens, of Al- 
bat^y, but received no response. 

BEPOBT OF SCHOOL HT&IENE FROM THE MSDIOO-LXGAL 
8O0IETT OF NEW TORE OlTT. 

The Chairman of the Business Committee, 
remarked that the only remaining paper to be 
read was a report on School Hy^^iene, from 
the Medico-Legal Society of the City of New 
York. 

The report had been presented by Dr. C. 
S. Wood, of New York, and set down to be 
heard in conneotioa with other papers and re- 
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ports upon the same sabject. At the time 
that subject was under oonsideratioD, the re- 
port was called, but the gentleman who was 
to read it was not present. It had been called 
since, but Dr. Wood was not present, and he 
would therefore now yolunteer to read the re- 
port himself, inasmuch as Dr. Wood had re- 
turned to New York. 

Dr. E. Harris moved that the report be ac- 
cepted, and that the thanks of the Society be 
extended to the Medico-Legal Society, through 
Dr. C. S. Wood. Carried. 

Dr. Van Derveer, of Albany, presented a 
paper 

ON ▲ SUOCBSSFUL CASE OF THB REMOVAL OF A. UTERINE 
FIBROID THROUGH THE POSTERIOR WALLS OF THE VA- 
GINA ; AND ELECTROLYSIS IN THE TREATMENT OF UT- 
ERINE F BR0ID8 BY MEANS OF OXTTTER^S NEEDLES. 

It was read by title and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publications. 

Dr. Craig moved that the thanks of the So- 
ciety be extended to Dr. Saunders for the 
courteous and dignified manner with which 
he had presided over its deliberations. Unan- 
imously carried. 

Dr. Dtiles moved that the thanks of the New 
York State Medical ^ Society be extended to 
the Albany County Medical Society for their 
handsome entertainment at the Delavan House 
on Wednesday evening. Unanimously car- 
ried. 

The Secretary reported that 157 permanent 
members, delegates, and invited guests had 
been registered. 

The minutes were then read and approved. 

Oa motion the Society adjourned, to meet 
on the third Tuesday in June, 1878, which 
meeting is to be held in the city of Albany, 
by a qtiorum, — JIdedical Record, 



Vibumnm Pninifolium as a Uterine 

Sedative. 

By B. B. Browne, M. D., op Baltimore. 

[Read before the Baltimore Clinical Society, January 8, 1878.] 

It was not my intention to bring this remedy 
before the notice of the Society until my own 
experience in the use of it was much larger 
than at present, but as it has proved so very 
satisfactory and efficacious in the cases in 
which I have used it during the past two 
months, probably others who have more fre- 
quent oppoitunities than myself may be in- 
duced to give it a trial, and report to the 
society, at some future meeting, the result of 
their experience with it. 

In the following cases, the Viburnum was 
used with benefit: 

October 28, 9.80 P. M. — Mrs. D., aged 28, 
last child 18 months old, which she continues 



to nurse, menstruated last from 24 to 28 
August, was taken with pains and uterine 
hemorrhage about 6 o'clock in the evening. 
Os dilated sufficiently to allow one finger to 
pass, blood came freely in gushes at intervals 
of about three minutes. Ordered half a tea- 
spoonful of the Fl. Ext. Viburnum every half 
hour until hemorrhage was checked, after the 
third dose there was no more hemorrhage it 
having gradually diminished after the first 
dose, she continued one-half teaspoonf ul three 
times daily for three or four days. 

Oct. 17, 1877 — Mrs. R. C, in the seventh 
month of pregnancy, had been flooding pro- 
fusely for four or five days; ordered Fl. Ext. 
Viburnum, 3 i to be taken at once, and 3 ss 
every half hour until checked ; the hemorrhage 
was entirely checked after taking a few doses. 

In two cases of menorrhagia in which the 
menses had always lasted seven or eight days, 
they were decreased to five days, and were 
much diminished in quantity. In these cases 
the Viburnum was taken in 3 ss doses three 
times daily. 

September 14, 1877~Mrs. IT. E. B., aged 
30, in the seventh month of her second preg- 
nancy, for the past two months has had almost 
constant headache, associated with insomnia, 
impaired vision, and vertigo. QCdema of the 
face and of the upper and lower extremities, 
frequent nausea and vomiting, mouth and 
tongue very sore and excessive ptyalsm — urine 
highly albuminous. Was treated for the 
albuminuria which gradually diminished and 
in about a month was altogether absent. She 
was now entirely relieved from the headache, 
vertigo and oedema, but the ptyalism and sore 
mouth and tongue were, if anything, even 
worse than when I first saw her. None of the 
usual mouth-washes for this complaint seemed 
to give her any relief; she used chlorate of 
potash, borax, bismuth, si ppery elm infusion, 
emulsion of bitter almonds with hydrocyanic 
acid, belladonna, &c. 

About the first of November she commenced 
taking 3 ss of the Fl. Ext. Viburnum every 
three hours; her mouth soon commenced to 
get better, and in less than a wci k gave her 
no more trouble. 

My attention was first called to this remedy 
by a paper which I had the pleasure of hear- 
ing read by Dr. Edward W. Jenks of Detroit, 
Michigan, before the American Gynecological 
Society in New York^ in September, 1876. 

Dr. Jenks said he had used the Viburnum 
during the past ten years in a great number 
of cases of threatened abortion, and that he 
now relies upon it as the most efficacious 
remedy we have for this trouble. He recom- 
inends it especially in those cases where abor- 
tion has become habitual with a woman. He 
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also recommends it as a valuable therapeutic 
agent in the treatment of the sympathetic dis- 
orders incident to pregnancy, where a nervine 
or sedative is demanded. He also says that 
he has found it extremelv useful in a large 
class of non-puerperal diseases of women, 
especially in all uterine disorders characterized 
by loss of blood, such as menorrhagia, me- 
trorrhagia incident to the menopause, and in 
all forms of dysmenorrhoea attended with pro- 
fuse menstruation. - 

The attention of the profession was first 
called to the uses of the Viburnum by an arti- 
cle written by Dr. Phares, of Newtonia, Miss., 
which was first published in the "Atlanta 
Medical and Surgical Journal" in 1866, and 
subsequently republished in the "Detroit Re- 
view" Dec, 1866, and in the "Boston Medical 
and Surgical Journal" October 10, 1867. 

Dr. Phares attached particular value to this 
remedy for the prevention of abortion. 

He designated it as a "nervine, antispas- 
modic, tonic, astringent and diuretic," and 
adds : "But it is particularly valuable in pre- 
venting abortion and miscarriage, whether 
habitual or otherwise; whether threatened 
from accidental cause or criminal drugging. 
It tones up the system, preventing or remov- 
ing those harassing nervous symptoms that so 
often torment and wear down the pregnant 
woman, and disqualify her for the parturient 
effort. It enables the system to resist the de- 
leterious influence of drugs so often used for 
the purpose of procuring abortion." 

He also alludes to the habit, common among 
negro women on many of the southern planta- 
tions, of taking a decoction of gossypium, or 
cotton root, for the purpose of procuring abor- 
tion, and says: "Some farmers on whose plan- 
tations I have used the medicine, and who 
have seen much of its effects on negro women 
who had always managed to miscarry, declare 
their belief that no woman can possibly abort 
if compelled to use the Viburnum." 

Of course no intelligent physician expects, 
that when an abortion is fairly begun by de- 
tachment of the ovum, or when a portion of 
it is extruded from the uterus, any remedy or 
treatment will prevent its ultimate expulsion; 
the mischief is already done; the vital con- 
nection of the foetus with the mother is de- 
stroyed, and no measure can preserve its life. 

In order to determine in what cases this 
drug acts as a means for preventing abortion 
we may very properly consider the causes of 
abortion under the four following heads: 

1. 77io8e that are Accidental, — Violent men- 
tal emotion; sudden agitation from fright; 
great bodily fatigue, with mental anxiety and 
severe pain; hysterical convulsions, blows, 
falls, irritation of mammary nerves, lactation 



and constant suckling, railway traveling, 
drastic purgatives, placenta praevia, &c. 

2. Those that are due to some deranged 
state of the mother*s health, — Acute thoracic 
and abdominal diseases, albuminuria, urwmic 
convulsions, measles, scarlatina, small-pox, 
obstinate constipation, syphilis, intermittent 
fever, &c. 

3. Those that can he traced to some Morbid 
C'mflition of the Uterus or its A'ppervdages, — 
Adhesions of the uterus to other pelvic organs, 
retroversion of gravid uterus, ifec. 

4. Those that arise from. Disease of the 
Embryo or its Membranes, — Small-pox, 
cholera, scarlet fever, hydrocephalus, knotting, 
or compression of the funis, placentitis, fatty 
degeneration, hypertrophy, induration, calci- 
fication or ossification of the placenta and 
syphilis. 

It is in the first class, those that are accidental, 
that Viburnum by arresting the contractions of 
the uterus, wh ch serve to separate the utero- 
placental attachments, and by modifying the 
placental and utero-placental circulation, acts 
so favorably as a uterine -sedative in prevent- 
ing abortion. In the second and third classes 
it might be a valuable adjuvant to other ap- 
propriate treatment, especially in cases of 
retroversion of the gravid uterus. 

But in the fourth class where the abortion 
is caused by disease of the embryo or its mem- 
branes, such as small-pox, scarlet fever, hydro- 
cephalus, knotting or compression of the funis, 
fatty degeneration of the placenta or syphilis, 
the f cetus is generally dead some time previous 
to the threatened abortion, and, of course no 
treatment at this stage can be expected to 
arrest it. — Maryland Med. Journal, 
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Broadhead on Cerebral Localization. 

The following conclusions were given in a 
paper read before the International Medical 
Congress at Geneva: 1. Parrlysis is a rupture 
of fibres or cellules presiding over the mechan- 
ism of the nervo-motor apparatus. 2. Anaes- 
thesia is a rupture of sensitive mechanism. 3. 
Tremor is the result of some impediment to 
the conducting power of the white fibres. 4. 
Convulsions, (including chorea) result from 
irritation of graysubstance. 5. Premature and 
transient contracture is connected with pres- 
sure on a ganglion. According to this theory, 
the nervous system is a vast mechanism com- 
posed of cellules and fibres. In dismissing 
the question. Dr. Schiff said he did uot believe 
in motor points in the brain, and that the role 
assigned to the corpora striata and optic thal- 
ama is not proved by clinical observation. — 
Med, Press and Circ, Oct. 10, 1877. 
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New York Academy of Medicine. 
Stated Meeting^ December 20, 1877. 

Db. S. S, Purple, President, in the Chair 
rectal alimentation. 

Dr. Austin Flint read an iDtereeting paper 
upon the above subject. The importance of 
the subject was regarded as sufficient to suff- 
gest the question, To whom belongs the crecut 
of having been the first to resort to this me- 
thod of sustaining nutrition? The author of 
the paper was not prepared to answer the 
question. It was Samuel Hood who first sug- 
gested it in the present century — in the year 
1822. Up to quite a recent date, rectal ali> 
mentation had not been regarded as an import- 
ant measure for sustaining nutrition; at ^ast, 
only slight reference had been made to it by 
writers on practical medicine. 

Of late, interest in the subject had been 
somewhat awakened. It had not been alto- 
gether becanse of want of oases, which might 
show that life could be suii^tained wholly by 
rectal alimentation, that such tardiness in re- 
cognizing its value had beendeveloped. Ref- 
erence was then madcf to a case in which life 
was sustained for three consecutive months by 
this means. 

A second case was referred to, in which the 
following clinical facts were made prominent: 
it was a case of hcematemesis; exhaustion and 
exsanguination were very marked. The pa- 
tient was supported entirely for three weekf^ 
by nutritive injections, and the nutritive ma 
terial was restricted to animal broth, which 
was tolerated in considerable quantities. Oc- 
casional doses of laudanum were added ^ 
promote sleep. There was no evacuation from 
the bowels while rectal alimentation was being 

S pursued. There was a spontaneous evacuation 
rom the bowels small in quantity, soon after 
returning to nutrition by the mouth, showing 
that the nutriment introduced into the bowels 
had been assimilated. 

Reference was made to a third case, in 
which life was sustained one year and three 
months by rectal alimentation, and during five 
years the patient had depended almost entirely 
upon this method of sustaining nutrition. 

Still another case was referred to, in which 
the patient lived one year under the support 
chiefly of rectal alimentation. 

There were clinical facts sufficient to prove 
that life could be maintained indefinitely in 
cases in which recovery was possible, that im- 
provement could be secured m cases in which 
recovery could not reasonably be expected, 
and that increase in the weight of the body 
could be realized by retal alimentation. 

The subject was further studied under three 
lieads: 



1. Indications for its use. 

2. Appropriate diet to be employed for thi» 
purpose. 

3. Certain practical rules to be observed. 

Rectal alimentation was indicated in ob- 
structions of the oesophagus, the cardiac or the 
pyloric extremity of the stomach, sufficient to 
prevent adequate nutrition. It was also indi- 
cated in the treatment of gastric ulcer, h»- 
matemesis, acute gastritis, persistent irritabil- 
ity of the stomach, certain cases of typhoid 
fever, certain cases ef coma, etc 

The kinds of aliment best constituted to 
form rectal diet was regarded as an important 
question. 

The physiology of the subject was briefly con- 
sidered in this connection, and it was thought 
not difficult to understand that, although the 
aliment met with no digestive juices, the se- 
creting elands, which existed in the large in- 
testine m considerable numbers, might take 
on a vicarious action when the glands of the 
stomach and small intestine were not excited 
into activity by the presence of ingesta. 

The idea was also advanced that food intro^ 
duced into the rectum might excite secretion 
by the gastric and intestinal glands, and in ab- 
sence of ingesta in those parts of the alimen- 
tary canal, the fluid might pass into the large 
intestine in sufficient quantity to effect diges- 
tion there. Whatever the explanation might 
be, the clinical fact was well established that 
digestion of aliment, when placed in the rec- 
tum, did take place without the aid of agents 
which affected digestion outside of the body. 

A variety of diets was regarded as better 
than the persistent use of the same kind of 
food prepared in precisely the same manner. 
From analogy, it was reasonable to suppose 
that such agents as had been found to promote 
digestion outside of the body might be added 
to the injections with advantage Further 
clinical facts upon that point were needed. 
The articles now used were meat solution, 
pancreatic emulsion, Liebig's extract of meat, 
with or without milk, milk, eggs, mutton and 
chicken broths. A pancreatic meat emulsion 
was mentioned, made as follows: From five to 
ten ounces of finely chopped meat were ad- 
ded to fully one third of that weight of the 
fresh pancreas of the ox, the fat being re- 
moved, and mixed with about five ounces of 
water, the whole was reduced to the consis- 
tence of a thick soup. 

It was desirable to determine more accura- 
tely the affections and conditions in which 
rectal alimentation was most available, and 
whether the range of that form of diet might 
not be extended. Experimental observations 
upon healthy human subjects would be of 
interest, and were required. In the cases 
which had fallen under Dr. Flint's observation^ 
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the nutritive iojeotioB had not been carrietl 
above the rectum. In oaaes in which the rec 
tarn was or became irritable^ one-half or a 

{ant of milk conld be carried ap into the co 
on and be retained without difficulty. The 
average quantity of material to be employed 
in this mode of treatment was, from three to six 
ounces, and the intervals between the injec- 
tions mieht vary in length from three to six 
hours. Small quantities of some preparation 
of opium might be added to the injection, if 
they were not well tolerated. It remained to 
be settled whether or not opium had the same 
influence upon rectal as upon gastric digestioD 
— ^namely, to impair it. Preparatory to the 
beginning of the treatment, the bowels shouM 
be emptied either by means of enemata, or by 
a laxative given by the mouth. As a substi 
tute for drink, when necessary, simple water 
may be thrown into the bowel, and tne surface 
of the body freely sponged. Alcoholics and 
medicines miffht b^ added to the nutritive in 
jections, or they might be given separatelv, 
or they might be used hypodermically. At 
first nutritive injections might not be retained, 
but, if persisted in, they would soon be well 
tolerated. On the other hand, in some caseo 
they were well tolerated at first, but after a 
time they were not retained. In such oases it 
was well to stop them for a short time, when 
they could probably be renewed with success. 
It was not thought necessary to wash out the 
rectum each time prior to using the adminis- 
tration of the nutritive injection. The nutri- 
tive injection should be tepid. Firm pressure 
should be made over the anus with a sponge 
or towel, until the desire to remove the injec- 
tion had passed away. If the nutritive in jec 
tions met the requirements of the case, there 
would follow a sense of comfort and satisfac- 
tion the same as after taking a meal in the 
ordinary way. 

The paper being before the Academy for 
discussion. 

Db. Fobbtcb Babkbb gave expression to 
his own clinical experience regarding the va- 
lue of this means of sustaining nutrition, by 
alluding to cases other than those referred to 
by the author of the paper, in which rectal 
alimentation oould be resorted to with the 
greatest possible propriety and advantage. 
There were cases in which paralysis of the 
muscles of deglutition was developed to such 
an extent as to preclude the possibility of get- 
ting nourishment into the stomach by volun- 
n action on the part of the patient, and in 
instances rectal alimentation might be 
the means of sustaining life until such para- 
lysis disappeared. Cases of paralysis oi the 
muscles of deglutition as the result of diph- 
theria were cited, in which nutrition and uf e 



were sustained for ten and twelve days wholly 
by nutritive injections. At the end of that 
time recovery from the paralysis had occured 
to such an extent as to permit the patient to 
swallow, and ultimate recovery took place. 
The stomach-tube was used at first, but it soon 
became impossible to continue its use. Re- 
ference was made to a case of paresis of the 
right side of the body and of the muscles of 
deglutition, associated with pregnancy and 
albuminuria. The woman was sustained by 
rectal alimentation, premature delivery was 
effcted, and good recovery followed. 

Reference was also made to a disease which 
in certain respects resembled what had been 
described as degeneration of the gastric tu- 
bules, but which, so far as his experience went, 
differed essentially from it, both with refer- 
ence to its pathology and its results. 

While it resembled the disease described 
as degeneration of the gastric tubules in the 
fact that there was loss of appetite, nausea, 
vomiting, progessive emaciation, and rapid 
development of feebleness, it differed from 
that disease in certain particulars, as follows: 
in the first place, all those cases in which de- 
generation of the gastric tubules and of the 
glands of the intestines had been found, had 
occurred in patients somewhat advanced in 
life. The disease to which Dr. Barker allu- 
ded, of which he had seen five cases, had oc- 
curred in young subjects, between the ages of 
20 and 45. 

It was characterized by very excessive vo- 
miting, the quantity of fiuid ejected being 
from two to five times as larfj^e as that taken 
into the stomach, or even from three to six 
quarts of fiuid might be vomited without 
having taken anything into the stomach. The 
material regurgitated was usually of a brown- 
ish color, was exceedingly offenbive, the pat- 
ients complaining of its pungency; it was acid 
to the taste, although showing an alkaline 
reaction. With such vomiting there was rapid 
emaciation and rapid depression of spirits. 

There was absence of all evidence of any 
organic disease, such as ulcer or carcinoma; 
there was no tumor, or tenderness, or pains, 
but simply an excessive regurgitation of fluid 
from the stomach, as described. 

Dr. Barker was of the opinion that in those 
cases there was no disease of either the glands 
of the mucous membrane of the stomach or 
of the intestines, but that it was primarily 
and essentially a neurotic affection. He was 
brought to that conclusion by a case in which 
the patient absolutely refused to be tested by 
the rectum, but determined to abstain entirely 
from taking anything by the mouth. This 
total abstinence, except an occasional swal- 
low of water, was continued for days. At 
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the end of that time the man thought he ooold 
take Bome champagne, and aooordisgly se- 
cured and drink two bottles of iced cnam- 
pagne within a remarkably short spaoow of 
time, and without producing any deleterious 
results. From that time he was able to take 
nourishment by the mouth and retain it, and 
rapid recovery was made. It was thought 
that the alcohol and the carbonic acid acted 
as a sedative to the irritable stomach. 

Since that time he had seen three cases, and 
they were all sucsessfully treated by means 
of rectal alimentation, with the addition of 
such doses of anodynes as were necessary to 
allay all irritation. 

With reference to irritability of the rectum 
such as prevented retention of the nutritive 
injection, even though opium was added. Dr. 
Barker had overcome that difficulty by pas- 
sing the tube high up into the colon, so that 
the fluid would be thrown into the intestine 
above the rectum. 

Db. E. R. Pbasleb regarded the value of 
rectal alimentation as inestimable. It was 
sometimes remarked that, if a patient was 
suffering from some active inflammation, it 
miffht be best not to make use of any alimen- 
tation at all; it was better for the patient to 
starve for a time. He was of the opinion, 
however, that such a view was entirely wrong, 
and did not believe in it at all; for, if those 
same patients, in ordinary health, with a pulse 
of 65 or V 0, and a temperatuse of 9{5° or 98^° 
F., required a certain amount of alimentation 
to repair waste of tissues, they required nour- 
ishment quite as much when the pulse was 
110 or 120, and the temperature 102 3 4 5*" F., 
for the waste of^tissue was going on much 
more rapidly than in health. Dr. Peaslee 
had acted in accordance with that principle 
during the past twenty-five years and if the 
patient did not retain nourishment when taken 
by the mouth, no matter whether he had 
pneumonia, or peritonitis, or any other inflam- 
mation, delay was not made more that twen- 
ty-four hours in way of trial, before attention 
was turned towards sustainiuff the patient, as 
well as giving proper medicines, by the rec 
tum. If a patient ever required nourishment, 
it was when he was rapidly being consumed 
by a temperature of 104° or 105° F. It was 
thought that we were getting to understand 
that fact by the treatment of pneumonia now 
commonly adopted. We now nourished our 
patients in the best possible manner in the 
treatment of pneumonia, and the same thing 
was applicable in the treatment of peritonitis. 
He would extend this form of alimentation — 
rectal — very much beyond what had been 
stated. It could with propriety be used in 
cases of persistent vomitmg, which sometimes 
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occurred in women at about the time of the 
menopause; in the treatment of the exhausting 
vomiting of pregnancy; also in vomiting after 
ovariotomy and m connection with fever, etc.; 
in any and every case, if the patient had 
been twenty-four or twenty eight hours with- 
out retention of nourishment taken by the 
mouth, alimentation should be commenced 
by way of the rectuuL The next question 
was, What was the proper substance to use 
for that purpose? That which Dr. Peaslee 
had employed extensively was prepared as 
follows:, crush or grind a pound of beef mus- 
cle fine; to that add one pint of cold water; 
allow it to macerate three-fourths of an hour, 
and then gradually raise it to the boiling 
point; allow it to boil for two minutes — ^no 
more — and then strain. Dr. Peaslee had 
had sustained a woman ten days by means of 
injections of beef-tea alone. It should be 
prepared exactly in the manner described, if 
all the nutritive elements in the beef were to 
be obtained. Since the introduction of Leube's 
pancreatic emulsion, he had employed that 
reparation . How far up should the material 
e injected? He bad placed it high up in the 
intestine, but as a rule, he had not found that 
it remained so well as when thrown into the 
rectum. Ordinarily, the irritation produced 
when the injection was thrown high up into 
the colon was more than when it was simply 
introduced into the rectum. That did not 
militate against the remark made by Dr. Bar- 
ker, however, because there were cases in 
which it was better retained when carried 
high up than when left in the lowest part of 
the bowel. 

The quantity used had been usually three 
or four ounces every four houi s. He preferred 
to use four ounces and not repeat quite 
so often. 

Why did nutritive material introduced into 
the rectum sustain the patient ? 

^Dr. Peaslee did not think there was any 
digestion whatever of the aliment so used. 
It was important to distinguish between di- 
gestion and absorption. Digestion was enti- 
rely subservient to absorption. The object 
here, as in cases of inflammation and fever, 
when nutrition was sustained by food put 
into the stomach, was to use nutriment which 
was already digested, already prepared for 
assimilation, and which could be at once taken 
up by the absorbents, either in the stomach 
and small intestine, or in the rectum, in which- 
ever it might be placed. 

Another reason for allowing the nutritive 
injections to remain in the rectum was be- 
cause it was much more vascular than other 
portions of the intestine. 

If opium was combined with these injec- 
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tions, absorption was not at all interfered 
with, bat the process of digestion was almost 
at once arrested by the administration of 
opium. Reference was made to a single case 
of gastric ulcer in which life was sustained 
thirty-one days by rectal alimentation. — The 
Medical Record. 
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Malaria and Struma, in their relation to 
the Etiology of Skin Diseases. 

BY PROF. L. p. YANDKLli, M. D., LOUISVILLB, KY. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen: 

The opinions held by your reporter, on the 
etiology of dermal lesions, are already known 
to most of the members of the association, 
and so far as., my knowledge extends, are 
shared by none. It is for the purpose of 
bringing these views before you somewhat 
more elaborately, and in the hope of impress- 
ing you with their correctness and importance, 
that I am with you to-day. 

The very imperfect and unsatisfactory state 
of this branch of dermatology — i. 6., its eti- 
ology — as compared to the anatomy, physio- 
logy, and pathology of the subject, must have 
impressed itself upon all; and if I atn enabled 
to throw light on the etiology, I shall thereby 
make clearer the therapeusis of the science 
for whose advancement we are assembled. 

In the beginning let me say, that the etio- 
logical doctrines of this report are the result 
of clinical observation and experience, not of 
theory and speculation; and it is my belief 
that from the sick and not from the labora- 
toiy, from experimental therapeutics and not 
from the microscope, our practical medical 
knowledge is destined to come. 

The skin, though differing distinctly in fea- 
ture and function from the other tissues, is 
yet composed of similar materials chemically, 
and is nourished and governed by the same 
blood and nervous fluid common to all. There- 
fore, it is rational to suppose that the same 
influences which produce disease elsewhere 
produce disease in it; and in dermatological 
investigation, we should interrogate the com- 
plaining organ with reference to the poisons — 
animal, vegetable, mineral, aqueous, aerial — 
and to heat, cold, ingesta, functional abuse, 
traumatism, the heredities, and any other 
source of disease known to exist. 

Excluding the exanthemata, each of which 
has a special cause, and for none of which 
have we yet discovered prophylactic or reme- 
dy, save only variola and syphilis, and exclud- 
ing also the parasitic diseases, I hold that in 
malaria we find the cheif source of acute skin 
disease* and that to scrofula most of the 
chronic skin diseases my be traced; and that 



the more inveterate examples of either class 
are commonly due to a coexistence of these 
two causes. And, furthermore, that the favo- 
rable or unfavorable course and termination 
even of the exanthemata are largely influenced 
by the presence or absence of scrofula and 
malaria in the patients. 

By the word malaria — literally signifying 
bad air — I need scarcely say that I mean 
what is otherwise denominated marsh miasm. 
The former is the preferable name, because of 
its brevity, its universal currency, and because 
of t e bad preeminence of this bad air. 
Marsh miasm m an unfortunate term, which 
has done much to mislead the profession as 
well as the people. This is evidenced by the 
fact that we very often hear the presence of 
malaria denied, on the ground that no marsh 
or swamp, lagune or pond, is adjacent to the 
accused locality; whereas we know that no 
fact in medicine is more firmly established 
than that malaria may arise without these 
things. In the rich oases of the Sahara de- 
sert, and on ttie sides of the Rocky Mount- 
ains, this mysterious poison exerts its baleful 
influence. I>r. Dickson says,' in his Elements 
of Medicine, speaking of malarial fever: 
** We find these fevers on the cold fens of 
Holland and Lincolnshire, as well as on the 
rich rice-fields of the sunny south; on the 
smiling hills which overlook the Hudson, as 
well as among the swamps and marshes; on 
the lime-rock of Kentucky and Tennessee, 
the clay of Alabama and South Carolina, the 
sandy^ barrens of her northern sister, and the 
granite and sienite ol the Empire State; on 
the volcanic tufa Civita Oastellano and the 
Roman compaffna, and in the vary crater and 
on the sides ot extinct volcanoes, as at Bal- 
.^ina and Milo." 

Hertz, in Ziemssen's Cydopsedia, quoting, I 
presume, from Humboldt, after stating that 
these feveis may originate on a dry soil and 
in mountainous regions, says: — '*0n the Tus- 
can Apennines at a height of eleven hundred 
feet^ on the Pyrenees at five thousand feet, on 
island of Ceylon at six thousand five hundred 
feet, and in I'eru at an elevation of ten thous- 
and to eleven thousand feet, malaria is found." 
According to the same author, malaria though 
most frequently developed in summer, may 
originate in mild winters; and, in my own ex- 
perience, I have encountered intermittents 
which certainly had been produced in winter 
time. Hertz also asserts, what I believe is 
universally acknowledged, that an average 
summer temperature of fifty-nine to fifty-nine 
and eight- tenths Fahrenheit^ which is sufficient 
to induce vegetable decomposition, produces 
malarial fever. It is also perfectly istiblished 
that malaria may spring from meadows, from 
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the clearing of forests, from reaerToirs, great 
lakes, millpoTids, slnggish streams, bilge water, 
and the water carriea for drinking parposef 
on ships. The tnming up of the soil, as in 
plowing and ditching, and in the construction 
of fortifications, is a well known cause oi 
malaria. 

As to the nature of the poison in question, 
it would be a waste of time to consider the 
various suggestions that have been put forth 
about it, as that it is a sulphurous or saline 
vapor, carbonic acid, hydrosulphuretted or 
hydrocarburetted or hydrophosphoretted gas, 
exhalations from volcanic soil, or ozone or 
azote, or may depend upon diminished atmos- 
pheric elasticity, electricity, or may he an 
exhalation of living as well as of decaying 
plants; or that which is taken for malaria 
may be caused by heat, atmospherical mois- 
ture, vicissitudes of temperature, or sulphuret 
of iron in the soil, cr may be animalculfe or 
vegetable organisms, or may be the result of 
absence of animal quinia or taurine in the 
blood, or from a deranged liver; or finally 
may be caused by the influence of the dog 
star, as was once believed. 

Pathological evidence of malarial origin of 
acute skin diseases — In numerous instancei^ 
these evidences are patent even to the super- 
ficial observer, and may be perceived in the 
pale, enlarged, flabby and teeth indented 
tongue, in the ansBmic or muddy complexion, 
and in distinct malarial periodicity. I say 
malarial periodicity, because we have scrofu- 
lous periodicity as well as periodicity in dis- 
eases neither malarial nor scrofulous. In- 
deed, periodicity is a habit, not alone of dis- 
ease but of health, not alone in the human 
system but as well in the aqueous and atmos- 
pheric oceans, the heavenly bodies, and even 
It is asserted of the convulsions of nature. 

In a large proportion of cases, however, it 
is only hy patient, careful, and minute inqui- 
ry and investigation, that we are able to de 
tect the malarial elemcDt. Prolonged mala- 
rial disease may exist without any apparent 
aniemia or pigmentary discoloration, though 
the opposite is the rule. 

The cutaneous lesion may be more pro- 
nounced at a certain period of the day, or on 
certain days, in its color or in the sensation 
of heat, pruritus or pain; or its secretion may 
be periodically au^ented. Again, eruption 
may evince no periodicity, but some organ or 
function of the body will do so, and the treat- 
ment which cures the one removes the other. 
Furthermore, thoush no form of periodicity 
be deseemible, yet Uie antiperiodios will cure 
these diseases with more certainty than any 
other medicines, and also more promptly. 

These facts I verify daily in my private and 



dispensary practice in Louisville. In the in- 
mates of hospitals and in private individuals, 
in New York and Philadelphia, and in Boston 
and its vicinity, as well as in the southern 
cities, I have been enabled to distinctly recog- 
nize the marks of malarial poison; of course 
in a milder form in the north than south. It 
can not be denied that in all the northern 
states the summer heat is sufficient every sea- 
son to develop malaria, though it be less uni- 
versal in extent and of less intense form than 
in the southern states. Your lakes, flsh-ponds, 
mill ponds, canals, reservoirs and rivers, are 
all sources of malarial poison. In all the 
cities above enumerated you have the com- 
mingling of salt and fresh water in the 
mouths of your rivers, and than this there is 
no more certain nor universally admitted 
source of malaria. In addition to all this, in 
all these cities anci in all other cities which I 
am acquainted, there are wooden pavements, 
and these rotting under the combined influ- 
ence of the summer's sun and the water sprin- 
kled daily on them to Uy the dust, may be 
foci of the potent and insidious miasm. 
[Continued hi 7iext number.^ 
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"What Comes of Overwork. 

Before the New York Neurological Society 
recently, Dr. Wm. A. Hammond read a paper 
on " Cerebro Hyperflemia." .This, he said, was 
quite a common disease, and was brought on 
generally by over intellectual exertion. The 
symptoms are vertigo, noises in the ears, dark 
spots before the eyes, a staggering in the walk, 
numbness in the limbs and twitching or spasms 
in the face. There is a mental disturoance 
which is shown by hallucinations, and princi- 
pally by sleeplessness. The digestion is im- 
paired. These are the symptoms in violent 
cases. In general, the patient is deprived 
almost wholly of sleep, or has unpleasant 
dreams. He finds it impossible to fix his at- 
tention on any subject, and is attacked by a 
pain in the head ii he makes a mental effort. 
An accurate accountant who was attacked by 
this disease could not add up a column of fig- 
ures, making mistakes which in his normal 
condition he would consider rediculous. In 
one case reported a gentleman attempted to 
commit suicide because he could not solve a 
simple sum. The patient is forgetful of names 
and faces, and makes mistakes m using words. 
There is, to, a great deal of indecision mani- 
fested in simple matters. 

"I knew a patient," Dr. Hommond said, 
"to carry several thousands of dollars every 
day for a month to Wall street intending to 
make a certain speculation, but every day he 
put it off without any reason whatever. Inere 
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is a morbid apprehension of impending evil, 
and the patient is afraid that he will himself 
commit some dreadful act. I have known of a 
man who dreaded to go on a ferry-boat, because 
he feared that he would throw himself off; of 
another who would not go near a train, for fear 
he would throw himself in front of it; of a hus- 
band who made his wife keep his razors locked 
up; of a man who would not take a warm 
bath, in the fear that he would not turn off 
the hot water. The subject, however, never 
yields to these impulses. The emotional sys- 
tem is deranged. The patient becomes sus- 
picious and annoyed on the slightest grounds. 
A patient once was liable to be attacked by 
vertigo at any time, so that frequently and in 
the street be would have to support himself 
by a lamp-post^ or to sit on a stoop until the 
attack was over. This vertigo is generally 
increased by mental effort, and disappears 
more or less when the patient is about to go 
to sleep. The ocular muscles are easily tired, 
so that the patient cannot read. Sometimes 
the sense of hearing is very acute, and at other 
times very dull. The disease is generally ac- 
companied fcy congestion of the tympanum, 
and the symptoms are intensified by sulphate 
of quinine and other medicines, whicn are 
sometimes given to patients who are suffering 
from this disease. The muscular strength i^ 
impaired so that the patient sometimes is 
unable to lift his arm or his foot. 

" The cause of Cerebro Hyperaemia is men- 
tal. A young lady was once attacked by it 
in consequence of an intense intellectual effort 
she put forth to solve a mathematical prob- 
lem. The disease is more apt to attack those 
in middle life than the young or old. To be 
cured the patient should abstain from severe 
mental work, and should exercise in the open 
air, indulge in moderate gayety and a plain 
but nutritious diet." 
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Cultivation of the Sunflower as a Protec- 
tion against Malaria. 

On this subject we have received from a oor- 
respondent a communication which, contain- 
ing no facts that are not already familiar to 
the public, we deem unnecessary to publish. 

However, for the benefit of those persons 
who may still be cultivating the unsightly 
Bonflower, under the impression that it really 
possesses some hidden power to ward off ma- 
laria^ we may state that this notion was long 
ago exploded, and now ranks only with snob 
remedial absurdities as the carrying about in 
the pockets of horsechestnuts and potatoes as 

!>rophylactics of rheumatism, or the equally 
udioroQS one of basking in light that streams 
through ^^blue glass." 



Notwithstanding the romance attached to 
its origin by mythology, it is about as coarse,, 
ugly, and useless a plant as we know. With 
nothing about it to please the eye, with no 
medicinal qualities whatever to give it value, 
the only possible economic use to which it can 
be put IS that of cultivation for the sake of 
an oil that its seeds yield. But whatever value 
it might have for this purpose is more than 
counterbalanced by the positive injury it does 
to the soil, for it is well known as an insatia- 
ble consumer of potash, and would rapidly 
exhaust any land of this already too scarce 
salt, and hence render it unproductive. The 
proper place, then, for this unpromising exotic 
IS where we chiefly find it — the gardens of ru 
ral districts, in which it is often planted to 
hide objects that have the misfortune to be 
still more unsightly. 

As regards the eucalyptusy which our cor- 
respondent incidentally mentions, we believe 
it is not generally held by scientists that the 
more presence of the growing tree in any dis- 
trict will prevent the occurrence of malaria, 
but that its value as a remedial agent depends 
on the presence in its leaves and bark of a 
resin and alkaloid (in eonsu^erable quantity), 
that have been found to possess all the febri-. 
fuge qualities of ( inchona and its varieties. 
— Scientific American, 
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Pathology of Scurvy. 

Mr. Charles H. Rolfe, in the Lancet^ sums 
up his views of the subject as follows: — 

1. That the primary change that occurs in 
scurvy is a chemical alteration in the quality 
of the blood. 

2. That this chemical alteration, as far as 
can be judged from inferences drawn from the 
itnalysis of urine in patients suffering from 
scurvy, and analysis of '^ scorbutic and anti- 
scorbutic" diets, points to a diminution of 
the alkalinity of the blood. 

3. That this diminution of alkalinity is pro- 
duced in the first instance (physiologically^ 
by an increase of acid salts (chiefly urates) 
in the blood, and finally (pathologically) by 
the withdrawal of salts having an alkaline 
reaction (chiefly alkaline carbonates). 

4. Tliat this diminution of the alkalinity of 
the blood finally produces the same results in 
scurvy patients as happens in animals when 
attempts are made to reduce the alkalinity of 
the blood (either by injecting acids into the 
blood or feeding with acid salts), namely, dis- 
solution of the blood-corpuscles, ecchymosis, 
and blood-stains on mucous surfaces, and 
fatty degeneration of the muscles of the 
heart, the muscles generally, and the seoretinff 
cells of the liver and kidney. — Medical arSt 
SuTfficcU Beporter. 
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lattB 0n enrrettt mel>it^I vmttitt 
Htitf ^pinions. 



Art in Hospitals and the Sick Room. 

Another item of interest upon the above 
named subject has been suggested by Dr. Geo. 
Bayles of New York, which has evidently been 
called out by what Dr. Lawrence Hamilton 
And others in England have said and done 
toward promoting artistic decoration in hos- 
pital wards. The whole subject is attracting 
considerable attention. 

The Lanoet of Oct. 20th, has given Dr. Ham 
ilton's views and recommendations upon the 
subject of specially prepared, or so-called 
*^ Sanitary picture frames,'''* Dr. Bayles gives a 
asefulhint QonQexnmgpictureaior hospitals and 
all sick rooms. His pictures are intended for 
the windows, rather than the spaces between 
the windows or other parts of the walls, and 
are upon glass or porcelain, and to be illumin- 
ated by transmitted light. He says, '^ as sun 
light is a blessing much courted in all well 
managed hospitals and rooms for the sick, we 
will find such places possessing many large 
windows, which are the places par excellence 
for hanging these illuminated pictures." 

These pictures ou^ht to have narrow lead or 
l>ra88 frames with rings attached. The sus- 
pension ought to be by wire or metal cord so 
much in use for hanging pictures of all kinds 
at the present time. If a picture is painted or 
photographed upon glass, and is liable to be 
come worn off in time by the usual cleaning 
fiuch articles receive, Dr. Bayles tells how such 
a picture can be permanently preserved. He 
6ay8 further ^^I have in my office a glass pic- 
ture hanging at one of the windows which has 
been painted by hand in transj^arent colours, 
much in the manner that the slu'^e pictures for 
the magic lantern are painted. This I had 
glazed or enameled by the same process that 
IS adopted bythe manufacturers of marbleized 
iron work. The effect is to coat the surface 
with a vitreous preparation that is perfectly 
transparent and that protects the picture. Any 
amount of washing or rubbing will not effect 
thepictures or remove the enamel." 

This process we learn is not expensive. Dr. 
Bayles' suggestions then embrace both the 
transparent pictures and the protective sur- 
face so much needed for pictures which are to 
be subjected to the same frequent cleansing 
processes that is necessary for all articles used 
in the sick room. Dr. Bayles calls attention 
to the pleasing effect that would be produced 
by the adornment of the windows that often 
;are such glaring spftoes in the seneral hospital. 
He says again ^ The walls wiU be oheeri^ully 



tinted by the rays of coloured light, or by the 
deposition of quaint and often grotesque 
shadows that issue from these pictures for the 
windows." Such portable pictures, deriving 
their brilliancy from sun-light, would be in- 
teresting and valuable as an adjunct to house- 
hold decorative art. 

CHANGES IN THE USB OF MEDICINES. 

The Archives GinerdUs^ in giving an ac- 
count of some new remedies supplied of late 
yearfl, states that, in 1869, the Central Phar- 
macy distributed 141 kilograms of chloroform 
against 308 in 1875. Chloral showed a still 
more rapid increase; for, while in 1869 only 5 
kilograms were required, 360 were consumed 
in 1875. Opium showed but small variations, 
but, in respect to Morphia, the increase was 
from 275 grams to more than 10.000 kilo- 
grams — no doubt from the general use of hy- 
podermic injections. A very large augmenta- 
tion — characterized the amount of Alcohol 
used in the hospitals and infirmaries of Paris, 
that is from 1.270 liters in 1855, to 37.578 in 
1875. 

The same increase is noticeable in rum and 
red wine, while the quantity of white wine was 
sensibly diminished. The use of leeches has 
gone nearly out of fashion. 

ANESTHETIC DOSES. 

The Comptes Hendics cites the investiga- 
tions made by M. Or6, upon the employment 
of an intravenous introduction of chloral in 
ansBSthesia — An essential condition consisting 
in the puncture of the vein without laying it 
bare. For use, one part of chloral is dissolved 
in three of water, though sometimes one part 
in five. Five grams of the chloral itself in this 
mixture are necessary to produce satisfactory 
anesthesia, and even more in some cases. 
Where the dose necessary for ansBSthesia is 
from five to eight grains, these are to be intro- 
duced at the rate of about one gram per min- 
ute, so as to allow its thorough circulation in 
or through the system. 

The advantages claimed by M. Or^ for this 
method in anassthesia are, that the respiration 
is never disturbed, and perfect insensibility 
can be secured for a time or period varying 
with the dose; no undue excitability is pro- 
duced, and there is never any vomiting, while 
the operation is always followed by calm, reg- 
ular slumber, which may be made to last 
twelve, eighteen, or twenty-four hours, so as 
frequently to do away completely with the 
common effects of severe operations. 

Finally, according to M. Or^'s statement, 
there are never any symptoms of phlebitis or 
hsematuria when the treatment is properly car- 
ried out. 

GLYCESINE IN DISEASE. 

The French opinion of glycerine in disease 
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may be gleaned from an artiole in The Journal 
of Chemistry which sammarizes M. Catilion's 
paper on glycerine in therapentios, read before 
one of the medical societies of Paris. It ffives 
the opinion of eminent professional authori- 
ties as to the valne of glycerine in medical 
practice. It appears from this that Dr. Lan- 
der Lindsay believes the article to have sooth- 
ing, emollient, and even antiseptic properties, 
and a very marked action on assimilation, nn- 
trition, and development. 

Dr. Davisse also bears testimony to its re- 
generating action on the digestive functions. 
I>r. Dand6 has made use of it in the treatment 
of dysentery with very favorable results. 

Dr. Pav^ and many other physicians have 
employed it to overcome the disgust for food 
experienced by diabetic patients deprived of 
sugar, and to facilitate digestion. Prof, Fub- 
ler has administered it in Acne with excellent 
results, at the same time he noted that the ac- 
tion of the bowels, which had been infrequent 
and difficult previously, became regular under 
the treatment, but without diarrhcBa. 

D6marquay thinks that glycerine would 
have a good effect on intestinal derangement. 

BUSSIAN BBMBDY FOB DBOPSY 

It appears that in Russia the common cock- 
roach {BlcUta orientalis) is a favorite popular 
remedy for dropsy. Nor is this all, Dr. Bo- 
ffomolow, of St. Fetersburg, it is stated, has 
lately examined its effects in nine oases of 
Briffht's disease, heart disease, and other af- 
fections accompanied with severe dropsy, and 
in all the result was the same. There was an 
increase in the secretion of the urine and per- 
spiration, with rapid disappearance of oedema, 
and also complete disappearance from the 
urine of albumen and renal derivations. The 
dose was from five to ten grains of powdered 
cocKroaches in the twenty-four hours, but they 
were also administered as a tincture and as an 
infusion. These insects, it is found, do not, 
like cantharides, produce any irritant action 
on the kidneys. This is a specially valuable 
quality. 

THB SPIBOPHOBB. 

This instrument, devised by M. Woillez for 
resuscitating asphyxiated persons, and partic- 
ularly those who have been in danger of death 
by drowning, is claimed to be superior to all 
other methods or appliances employed for snoh 

{purposes. It consists of a sheet-iron cylinder, 
arge enough to receive the bodv of an adult 
person. This cvlinder is closed at one end 
and the body of the patient is inserted, feet 
foremost, at the open end, up to the neck, round 
which a diaphragm is placed in such a manner 
as to prevent air from entering the cylinder. 
An air pump is then set to work; the air is 
drawn off from the cylinder, with the result 



of causing a partial vacuum, when the outer 
air by its weight forces itself into the lungs 
through the mouth and nostrils, which are ex- 
posed to the external air. By an opposite ac- 
tion of the pump the air is allowed to re-enter 
the cylinder and respiration is thereby imi- 
tated. A glass plate inserted in the cylinder 
enables the operator to watch the movements 
of the chest, which rises and falls, as in life, 
^ith the alternate working of the pump: these 
may be repeated about 18 times a minute, and 
an exact imitation of natural breathing i& 
thereby effected. 

POISONOUS CANDLES. 

Some years ago a superior sort of candles 
appeared in the European markets, which 
Looked attractive and ^ave a remarkably dear,, 
bright flame. But people who used them became 
affected with strange symptoms. The doctors 
were consulted, and it was found that the can- 
dles derived their attractive qualities from ar- 
senic being used ia their manufacture, in such 
quantities as to be dangerous to health, if not 
to life, and this fact was made public. They 
disappeared, but have now reappeared in Paris 
where a wealthy lady, living m a fashionable 
quarter, lately became ill in such a way that 
she was supposed to be suffering from slow 
poisoning. The doctor who was called in found 
one morning that the water placed by her bed 
was covered with a thin film of arsenic. 

The simple fact was, she had been in the 
habit of reading in bed, and the candles she 
used ware found, on bein^ examined, to be of 
dazzling whiteness — a whiteness, however, as 
was shown on analysis, caused by the admix- 
ture of arsenic, which being volatilized dur> 
iag the process of combustion, had poiRoned 
the air of the room with the result above 
named. When once an article of this kind 
gets into the market, it is very difficult of ex- 
clusion, though so dangerous 

BOBAOIC ACID FOB SKIN DISEASBS. 

Surgeon Major Watson reports in "The 
Indian Medical Gazette^ that he has lately 
employed boracic acid with very great success 
as an external application in the treatment of 
dermatophyta. or vegetable parasitic di- eases 
of the skin. He was, it appears, induced to 
try this remedv from witnessing its employ- 
ment as an antiseptic in the Edinburgh Infirm- 
ary wards. The diseases in which he has 
hitherto used boracic acid fiave been the vari- 
ous forms of tinea, especially that very trouble- 
some form of the disease which effects the 
scrotum and inner side of the thighs of many 
Europeans in India. Dr. Watson declares that 
the external application of a solution of bora- 
cic acid acts like a charm in such caees. An 
aqueous solution of boracic acid of a drachm 
to the ounce, or as much as the water will take- 
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Dp St ordinary temperatare, u employed. The 
affeoted parte, he says, ebotild be well bathed 
with the eolation twice duly, aome little fric- 
tion being Qsed, and it should not be wiped 
off, bat allowed to dry on the part. Alto- 
gether, he regards it aa preferable to all other 
remedies of toe same oIms. 



' AMD CBIUS. 

"Hie British Medical Journal preeents, at 
some leugth, the resnlis arrived at by Prof. 
Benedict, in hia examination of the brains of 
oriminala — Some sixteen in all. Every one of 
these, ia compariaon with the healthy brain, 
proved to be abnormal. Not only, too, has 
he fonnd that these brains deviate from the 
normal type, and approach that of lower an- 
imals, bat he has been able to olaaeify them, 
And with them the sknlls in wliioh they were 
uontained, in three categories. 

First, abeenoe of symetry between the two 
iialves of the brain; Second, an obliquity of 
the interior part of the brain or sknll —in faot, 
a oontinaation apward of what is nsaally 
termed a eloping forehead; Third, a dialjnot 
lessening of the posterior cerebral lobes, so 
that, in the lower animals, they are not large 
enoagh to hide the oerebellnm. In all these 
peonliarities, the criminal's brain and aknll are 
distinctly of a lower type than those of nor- 
mal men. 



Monthly Summary. 



The Effect of Diet on Liquor Drinking. 

Cbarleii Napier, an English auieiitifio man, 
hat been lestinv the tmth of Liebig's th«ury 
that Ii(]nor drinking is compatible with anim^ 
food bat not with a farinaoeoaa diet. The 
experiment was tried apon 27 liq nor- drinking 
persons with reanlta snbstantiating the Liebig 
theory. Among the meet striking instances 
of reform brought about by a change of diet 
was that of a gentleman of 60 who had been 
addicted to intemperate habits for 85 years; 
his oatbnrats averaged one a week. His con- 
stitation was so shattered that he had great 
Jiiliijalty in insuring his life. After an attack 
of delinam tremens, which nearly ended fa- 
tally, he waa persuaded to enter upon a fari- 
naoeoaa diet, which, we are assared, cared him 
completely in seven months. He seems to have 
"been very thin at the begining of the experi- 
ment, but by the close of the period named 
had gained twenty-eight pounds, being then 
of aEK>at the normal weight for a person of 
his height 

Among the articles of food which are apeo- 
ified by Napier as pre-eminent for antagonism 
to alcohol are macaroni, haricot beans, dried 



peas, and lentils, all of which should be w«U 
boiled and flavored with plenty of batter or 
olive oiL The various garden vegetables are 
said to be helpfal, bat a diet mainly composed 
of them wonld not resist the tendency to in> 
temperance so eSeotnlly as one of macaroni 
and farinaceous food. 

From this point of view, highly glatiDona 
bread would be of great utility, but it riioold 
not be sour, saoh acidity being oalcnlated to 
foster the habit of alcoholic drinking. A like 
remark may be applied to the use of salted 
food, 

If we inquire the cause of a vegetarian's al- 
leged disinclination to alcoholic liquors we 
find that the carbonaceous starch oontiined in 
ihe macaroni, beans, or oleaginous aliment ap- 
(>ears to render nnneoessary, and therefore 
repulsive, carbon in an alcoholic form. — Sci- 
sntyio American. 

Trefttment of Blennorrhaslo Epididymitis 
with lodofbrm Ointment. _ 

Dr. Alvarea, of Palma (Majorca), has treat- 
ad four cases of epididymitis with iodoform 
ointment, and from hia experience in these 
ja^es draws the following conclusions: 1. Io- 
doform calms the pain of blennorrhagio or- 
ohitia better than any other application; this 
result is obtained at the end of one or two 
hours. 2. Iodoform exerts a very manifest 
resolvent action, and haa the advantage over 
the nsualty employed mercurial ointment of 
cansing no trouble wheu absorbed. 3. The 
iodoform treatmeat shortens very appreciably 
[he duration of orchitis, and prevents any 
oonaecutive induration of the organ. 4. It is 
necessary to employ an ointment containing, 
according to the intensity of the inflamma- 
don, from one to two grammes of iodoform 
to thirty grammes of lard. — LouitoiUe Midi- 
cal NoKS. 

Antl-Asthmatio OI««r«tte*. 

E^nal parts of belladonna stramoniam, dig- 
italis aod sage leaves are made into a deooo- 
don with two hundred parte of water. Eight 
parte of tinct. benz'^in and fifteen parts of ni- 
tre are then added, aad bibulons paper is 
■toaked in the mixture twenty-four hours and 
then dried. The paper is to be cut into sUps 
three and one-quarter inches long by two and 
one-half inches wide, which are to be rolled 
into cigarettes — Detroit Lancet. 

The Philadelphia Druggist aud ChemiU a 
ihe tuune of a new joamal to be started in 
PhUadelphia by C. C. Vandarbeck. It wiU 
he devoted to materia medica, phannao^, 
:ihemistry, therapeutics and the collateral mi- 
enoes. — Detroit ZMticet, 
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Poisoning by Salloylato of Soda. 

Dr. Peterson (Deutsche Med, Wochenschrift 
— Canada Lancet) mentions a case in which 
26 grammes of sahcylate of soda (890 grains) 
were given by mistake in twelve hours. The 
victim of the mistake was a girl of 15 years. 
The brain symptoms were most prominent 
and persistent. These were delirium, partial 
deafness, ringing in the ears, difficulty m see- 
ing at a distance. There was strabismus and 
extreme mydriasis. When rational, she com- 
plained of headache. The delirium lasted 
eight days. During that time everything was 
blank. There was no depression of tempera- 
ture. There was hoarseness, and respiration 
increased to 40 per minute, and the skin cov- 
ered with profuse perspiration. Also, dilata- 
tion of blood-vessels in different parts of the 
body. — Detroit Lancet 



Operative Treatment of Internal Piles. 

In the Edinburgh Medical Journal Mr. An- 
nandale discusses the comparative advantage 
of the clamp and cautery and the ligature m 
the operation for internal piles. He prefers 
the clamp and cautery, ana states the advan- 
tages of this method over the use of the liga- 
ture as follows: 1. By means of the clamp and 
cautery the piles are at once removed, and do 
not remain in the rectum as dead and putrid 
masses. 2. The irritation and pain are not so 
severe or so prolonged a^ in the operation by 
ligature. 8. The patient's confinement to bed 
and to the house is much shorter, 4. The re- 
sulting sores heal more quickly. — Louisville 
Medical Netos 



•lew Method of Opening Lumbar Abscesses. 

Mr. Osman Vincent described to the Har- 
veian Society, a method by which he had op- 
ened eighteen lumbar abscesses without a la- 
tal result. The abscess was first opened, and 
then injected with a solution of equal parts of 
sulphurous acid and water, after which a poul- 
tice was put on. Next day the injection was 
renewed and some tenaz applied. The treat- 
ment went on till the cavity healed up. The 
injection sometimes gave pain; sometimes the 
fluid returned clear, and at other times black. 
When sulphurous acid was injected, it acted 
upon the pyogenic membrane, and then pus 
did not re-form. — Detroit Lancet, 



Tlolet Ink for Rubber Stamps. 

A violet ink for rubber stamps is made by 
mixing and dissolving — anUine violet, 2 to 4 
drachms; alcohol, 16 ozs.; glycerine, 15ozs. 
The solution is poured on the cushion and 
rubbed in with a brush. — Ckemist A Druggist. 



Batcery Fluid for Zlno-Oarbon Calvano- 
Caustic Battery. 

Mix eighty fluid ounces of sulphuric acid 
with ten pints of watery pour the mixture up- 
on four pounds avoirdupois of potassium^bi- 
chromate, and stir well for five minutes; then 
add twenty pints more of 'water. Finally, 
when cold, add thirty fluid ounces of sulphur- 
ic acid. When it is desired to increase the in- 
tensity of the action, a small quantity of a so- 
lution of ammonium nitrate in nitric acid may 
be ad ied to each cup of the battery. — Detroit 
iMncet. 



Cyanide of ZIno In Facial Neuralgia. 

Dr. Luton, of Uheims, states that he has 
obtained excellent results from the cyanide 
)f zinc ia rheumatic facial neuralgia simulat- 
ing cerebral rheumatism He relates two 
oases in which, with intense facial neuralgia, 
ihere was continued and ardent fever, cepha- 
lalgia and tenderness, on pressure at the points 
where the nerves emerged. The symptoms 
rapidly abated under the use of the following 
•mxture: — Cyanide of zinc one-fifth of a part, 
Ustilled cherrylanrel water twenty-five parts, 
iud tragacanth mucilage mixture 100 parts. 
A tahlespooful, from hour to hour. — MedeccU 
and Surgical Jiejyorter. 



Syrup of Cranae Peel. 

A. Martin, jQeTowr. Pharm. d^Anvers^ recom- 
mends the following process: The peel, pre- 
ferably of the Curacao orange, is dried by 
leaving it eight days in a dessicator, consist- 
ing of a tinned iron vessel, containing an open 
bottle half filled with qaick lime, the cover 
secured, by a luting of flour paste. It is then 
easily powdered ; the powder is exhausted by 
percolation with cold water; the infusion 
heated to 158'' F. {10"* C.) to coagulate the 
albumen; filtered, and converted into syrup 
in the usual manner. — Detroit Lancet. 



Phosphorescence of Sulphate of Quinine. 

If some sulphate of quinine is strewn over 
a sheet of smooth paper and exposed to a heat 
of from 120'' to 140'' Fah . by means of a plate 
of metal, it becomes phosphorescent when 
iitired with a glass rod. Valerianate of qui- 
nine exhibits the same phenomenon with heat 
being applied, if the ciystals are rubbed in a 
mortar. — Scientific American. 



Little Rock Arkansas, is to give birth to 
the Arkansas Medical Record^ about the mid- 
dle of January, 1878. Dr. J. T. Hall is to 
superintend its delivery and future develop- 
ment. — Detroit Lancet. 
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Grindella Robusta In Whooplng-Couah. 

At a recent meeting of the Suffolk District 
Medical Society, Da. Pattee called attention 
to the beneficial effects of the drug in certain 
pulmonary affections, and remarked that most 
of the fluid extracts sold in this market were 
said to be worthless. Dr. Pattee had used the 
tincture in bronchitis, asthma and whooping- 
cough, in doses of half a drachm or more, re- 
peated every one or two hours. The effect 
was said to have been curative in thirty cases 
of whooping-cough, after three or four days, 
without the occurrence of relapses. The dose 
for a child two years old would be about ten 
drops. — Pkarnuicist, 

Tannin as a Test for the Purity of Water. 

II. Kammerer. {Journ. fur Pract, Chsm,^ 
1876,322.) — The application of tannin is recom- 
mended by the author for the detection of 
albuminoid and other animal organic matter 
in water. Any sample of water forming a 
precipitate or turbidity with a solution of tan- 
nin should be condemned as unfit for drinking. 
As some saline constituents of potable waters 
retard the precipitation of organic impurities 
by tannin, the mixture should be allowed to 
stand for twenty-four hours before a negative 
result is to be regarded as an indication of 
purity.— 76eV. 

Japanese Lacquer. 

Japanese Lacquer is made as follows: Melt 
50 lbs. of Naples asphaltum and 8 lbs. of dark 
gum anime, boil for about two hours in 12 gal- 
lons linseed oil; then melt 10 lbs. of dark gum 
amber and boil it with two gallons linseed oil; 
add this to the other and add dryer. Boil for 
about two hours, or until the mass, when 
cooled, may be rolled into little pellets. With- 
draw the heat and thin down with 30 gallons 
turpentine. During the boiling the ma^'S must 
be constantly stirred to prevent boiling over. 
— Ihid. 



Iron Cement. 

Powdered sal ammoniac 2 ozs. 

Flowers of Sulphur 1 oz. 

Iron filings 5 lbs. 

Water sufficient. 

Used for closing the joints of iron pipes, 
iron and glass skylights, etc. No more of the 
cement should be made at a time than can be 
used at once. — Ihid, 



Almond Powder for the Hands. 

Almonds blanched and powdered 1 lb. 

Powdered white Castile soap 8 ozs. 

" orris root 2 ozs. 

" pumice stone 4 ozs. 

Oil of bitter almonds 2 drs. 

— Ibid, 



Lemon Cordial. 

Fresh lemon peel 2 ozs. 

Fresh orange, peel 1 oz. 

Dry lemon peel 2 ozs. 

Diluted alcohol 1 gal. 

Water and Syrup of each 6 pts. 

-^Ibid, 



The following formulce are recommended 
bv Dr. L. P. Yandally jr., in the IfOuisviUe 
Medical News: 

Laxative Pill for Habitual Constipation. 

B Ext. Bellad gr x. 

Ext. Nuois Vom gr. xx ; 

Ext. Colocynth Comp . . . . ^ viij. 

Ft. mass. D; in pil. No. xl. S. One every 
night, or as often as needed. 



Exoellent Tonlo 

Tinct. f er. citro-mur § j. 

Syrupi |ij; 

Ol. limon q. s. 

M. S. Teaspoonfui after meals or oftener. 



Perfectly Tasteless Quinine Mixture. 

5 QuiD8B sulph 3 j; 

Acidi tan gr. xv; 

Syrupi tolut | iij. 

Miso vem. S. Shake well before using. 



The following is said to be a sovereign rem- 
edy in the vomiting of pregnancy : 

5 Tinct. Nucis Vom., Liq. Bi^mnthi, 
aa, 1 86. M. 

Sig. Teaspoonfui three or four times a day, 
a dose just after each meal. — Maryland Med, 
Jo'ffmal, 



Deatli from Chloroform. 

The Lancet (Dec. 8, 187*7) reports a case of 
death during the inhalation of chloroform 
preparatory to undergoing an operation, 
which occurred in South Wales. 

It is perhaps too much to say that any an- 
a9sthetic is entirely free from danger under 
any and every circumstance, however much 
care may be used in its administration . — Mary 
land Med, Journal. 



Paint, Varnish and Resin Stains. 

For white or colored cotton and woolen 
goods, oil of turpentine or benzine, followed 
by soap-suds. For silJca^ benzine, ether, 
soap; hard rubbing is to be avoided. (For 
all kinds of fabrics chloroform is best.) 
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Editorial. 



Elixir lodo-Bromlde of Calcium Compound. 

Our attention is called to a circular extensively 
circulated by Battle & Co., St. Loois, Mo. calcu- 
lated to deceive druggists and physicians concern- 
ing * ^Elixir lodo" Bromide Calcium Comp. , known 
80 '*Iodo," with the profession and trade. 

To protect ourselves and the profession from 
a disposition, as soon as we bring out a new 
article of merit, to make imitation or an extem- 
poraneous compound, with same or similar name, 
that will sell Just, as weU, as the *' doc- 
tors don't know the difference," (a compliment 
paid an intelligent profession' by those who too 
often impose upon their confidence), we applied 
for, and took out a trade-mark protection for the 
word ^^lodo," as also for Elixir or Solution; also 
using those words expressive of quality. Bromide 
of Calcium Compound in connection. After the 
lODO preparation had proved beyond any contro- 
versy , a most potent article in the hands of the pro- 
fession for the treatment of scrofula and kindred 
diseases, this concern of Battle & Co. , who had 
been putting up an article called StiUingia Com- 
pound, or as in the testimony of one of them, 
called ^^Stillinger Compound, '* it meeting with 
comparatively little sale, they conceived the idea 
of a change of name, and in 1876, brought it out 
under the name of *1odia,'' and sought by simi- 
larity of name to make it displace ^ *Iodo. '' Many 
physicians made use of it supposing it was identi- 
cal with lodo, and others under the influence of the 
elaborate letters or certificates published, and ad- 
roitly located, used it with similar impression. The 
first manufacture was about four yeai^ ago, or 
since 1873, and after an unsuccessful struggle for 
life, it was galvanized in May, 1876, into **Iodia." 
The certificates appear in a publication called 
the Medical Brief, published in St. Louis, evi- 
dently in the interest of these parties; among 
them, a letter purporting to be from Dr. John A. 
Brown of Lebanon — no state was given. As we 
knew of no Dr. Brown in this vicinity, we ref ered 
to Dr. Butler's Medical Register of the United 
States, and found no such doctor in any place 
named Lbbaxox. We then caused to be ad- 
dressed a note to the post-master of every office 
called Lebanon in the United States, making in- 
quiry as to whether any physician of that name 
was resident, and practicing medicine in such 
place, or within the delivery of the office, and re- 
cmved replies from tfie Postmasters, of every office 
called Lebanon in the U. S,, all to the effect that 
no such person was known or had ever resided in 



tfidr respective localities. The object of a prob- 
ably bogus letter, located at Lebanon, Tilden & 
Co. being at New Lebanon, wiU be apparent to 
any one. 

1st. They abandon a name they had failed to 
make popular, and under it get a demand for their 
preparation, and adopt * ^ lodia " so that to the ear, 
confusion would occur in calling for **Iodo," 
and those who had not used the one, and become 
familiar with its appearance and label would ac- 
cept its substitution, and not find it out until a 
failure of results would cause inquiry, and per- 
haps not then pursue it, but abandon the article 
as worthless, with a lasting prejudice to the ther- 
apeutic value of **Iodo." 

2nd. To make the deception more complete 
they call it the ' * Ideal Alterative, " because ' ' lo- 
do " was called the ** New Alterative,'' so that if 
a physician called for the '^Alterative lodo" the 
fraud *' lodia" would be supplied because it was 
the ** Alterative Ideal." Perhaps a fitter word 
could not have been selected, according to South- 
ey, '* existing in fancy or imagination only," but 
sufficient for the scheme of deception, which had 
its existence in the change of name to ride into a 
sale on the reputation of ^'lodo." 

3rd. To make it sure that the * * Doctor " would 
not observe the difference, they located the bogus 
letter at Lebanon, Tilden being at Lebanon, the 
Laboratory where ** lodo " is made being at Leb- 
anon. Truly, ihe Doctor would observe lodia- 
Lebanon, that's the same ; although he might be 
somewhat suspicious, the name Lebanon reassures 
and tends to settle the matter in his mind, and 
thus complete the fraud. 

The same result was had concerning enquiries 
as to certificates or letters of Dr. WiUson Rogers 
of Augusta, Dr. W. H. Y. Moore, of Marion, 
as weU as some others. 

We asked for an injunction, which the St. Lou- 
is Court denied. We have appealed to the Su- 
preme Court at Washington, and intend to have 
it decided whether Trade Marks issued by the au- 
thority of the Government have any value, or 
are any protection against such frauds and pirat- 
ing. Those who use preparations are as much 
interested to know that they are not .open to the 
unprincipled deception of persons, who are ever 
ready to make money by such a course. 

Caswell and Hazard were protected in the use 
of **Ferro Phosphorated," as applied to Elixir 
Calisaya. **Cocoaine" against **Cocome." 

**Boviline" against **Bovinia," &c. 

We might enumerate at great length similar 
cases, and we venture the assertion that if this 
decision is sustained there is no trade mark ex- 
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•empt from the same infliction, and there is no se- 
earity to the consumer: it opens the door wide 
for deception and fraud. 

The law takes cognizance of the intent as well 
«u3 colorable imitation, and the Courts have in 
«uch cases of simulation, coupled with plain de- 
sign and intent to deceive, held to a more grave 
responsibility, than if unwittingly done. 
Judge Lott in a similar case truly said : 

** A disguise is not generally assumed for an 
honest object. It is a mark more characteristic of 
deception and fraud. It defeats the very end 
and object contemplated by legitimate competi- 
tors the choice to the public to select between 
the article for sale, and operates as a deception 
and imposition on the dealer," and he might with 
equal force have added that nearly always it is a 
witness against him who used it. 

The action of the court is held by every impar- 
tial legal mind, we have heard, as not only bad 
law, but equally poor ideas of equity. 

It is but proper to add, that in looking over the 
testimony, we observe that the expert chemist, 
introduced to sustain the fraud '* lodia," says he 
found as follows : 

Iodide of Potassium, - - - 2.44 grains. 
Pyrophosphate of Iron, - - 1.80 grains to 

«ach fluid dram of lodia; about 36 grains of Salts 
to each fluid ounce. 

At the same time they publish in the Medical 
Brief a formula as follows : 

Iodide of Potassium, ... 5 grains. 
Phosphate of Iron, ... 3 grains to 

•each fluid dram, equal to 64 grains to the ounce. 

It is to be presumed they gave the expert chem- 
ist, for analysis and certificate the best they had, 
jknd as f^ finds the article only half strexoth, 
we presume his testimony is to be regarded as 
<ionclu8iv€y and that all their representations to the 
Profession are to be taken with equal allowance. 

T. & CO. 



■♦♦>■ 



St. Louis, Jan. 23, 1878. 
'Gbntlbmbx. — Some months since I was fur- 
cdshed sample bottles of your Elixir lodo-Bro- 
mide of Calcium Comp., &c. 

1^ Having several Syphilitic and Scrofulous oases 
on hand at the time, I concluded to test its so- 
•oalled virtues; and briefly, its action was wonder- 
ful, sx>eedy, pleasant, safe. In a practice of 16 
years I have never seen anything to equal it. 

As a dressing for ohanores or injection m 
^gonorrhoea, your Bromo-Cbloralmn can not be 
surpassed. Yours respectfully, 

W. DeWolf Jonbs, M. D. 



Butler, Butler Co., Pa., Dec. 24, 1877. 
Messrs. Tilden & Co., Gentlemen: 

I have had Otorrhooa in my right ear since I 
was 10 years of age, and am now 42. It is a 0e- 
quela^of Scarlet Fever. I have been treated by 
the most emminent physicians without material 
benefit. I commenced using your Solution lodo- 
Bromide Calcium Comp. about one week a^o, 
and the discharge has become very much less 
profuse, thin and with little odor. I also use the 
Elixir lodo internally. 

I have used the Solution as follows : 

B Sol. lodo I ss. 

Glycerine 3 iL 

Aq. Dist 3 ii. M. 

Sig. — Fill the ear morning and evening, allow- 
ing it to remain some time in contact with the 
affected part. 

Doctors tell me the membranum tympani has 
a very small perforation-— external meatus of 
drum of the ear is affected : one doctor says the 
discharge comes in part from under the mem- 
brane—others say not. 

Please write me if you think I can hope for a 
cure. Yours Truly, A. B. Travis, M. D. 

Extract from letter of J. H. Simms, M. D., 
Wilmington, Del., Dec. 6, '77: 

^^I find your Elixir lodo still fully meets my 
expectation, especially in nasal catarrh, in which 
I use it largely, and always with complete success. 
It is a splendid and reliable remedy." 

#♦» 

Fluid Extract Er«ot, "Formula of 1874." 

Marion, Iowa, Jan. 25, 1878. 
Q-BNTS. — ^I have been using your various pre- 
parations in my daily practice for the last 15 
yeeu-s, and am pleased to say that none of them 
have ever failed to give me entire satisfaction. I 
am largely using your Ext. Ergot, formula of 
^^74," and with splendid effect, and always keep 
it in my office. It will stand the test. The 
* 'Elixir lodo" Comp. is the most effective altera- 
tive I ever used. I have tested its powers in 
many cases, where others totally failed; it is 
simply wonderful I now use it in "Lupus" and 
**Chronic Pelvic Cellulitis," two of the most 
obstinate of all complaints, with entire satisfac- 
tion. I feel that I can hardly speak too highly of 
your Firwein as a remedy for diseases of the chest 
and all affections of mucous membranes. I am 
prescribing it daily in lung and throat complaints, 
in their various forms, and it excels anything I 
ever used. I have several patients at present 
using it with marked benefit, one of whom is my 
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-wife, and many of her lady friends, and they are 
very enthusiastic about it, as it cures. In addi- 
tion I may say that the regular profession in this 
fieotion of country are using your various prepara- 
tions very extensively, and to my certain knowl- 
edge are more than pleased with them, and their 
nse is largely on the increase. 

Yours truly, E. Malden Smith, M. D. 



^■» 



Extract from letter of H. B. Ruff, M. D., 
Hummelstown, Dauphin Co., Pa., Jan. 29, 1878. 

* *I have used your very valuable fluid extracts, 
for which I cannot say too much. I have 
been using Ergot ever since I commenced practio- 
mg medicine, and that is about 18 years. I 
finally abandoned its use, and gave up in despair, 
thinking the drug was not what it was claimed 
to be. You kindly sent me a small sample which I 
gave a fair trial, and which brought about the 
results claimed for Ergot ; all this time I have 
been using a worthless article. You also sent me 
a sample of your Bromo-ChloraJum, which I 
found to be an inveduable medicine in the sick 
room. As a disinfectant it has not its equal, 
and during parturition in confinement it is one 
of the best drugs yet discovered. I cannot recom- 
mend it enough; when properly used it relieves 
all offensive odor, and by so doing we remove 
a poison which I feel satisfied has caused many 
deaths. ^' 



■♦♦>- 



Bromo-Chioralum for Burns or Scalds. 

Bromo-Chloralum is known to be a Bromide 
and Chloride of Aluminum, therefore its action 
in bums and scalds to a scientific mind is readily 
understood. In a recent case where the person 
was severely burned by the explosion of a spirit 
lamp around the throat, face and ears, the 
application of this remedy diluted one part to 
four parts of water, and made cold with ice, 
•changing the cloth every few moments as soon 
as warm, and continuing till the inflammation 
subsided, was attended with an almost immedi- 
ate cure and no scars. 

Sweat In a Feet. 

I used every known suggestion from physician 
and friends to rid myself of this trouble, and 
renewed or changed my boots and shoes every 
day. My wardrobe looked like a shoe store. 
Finally I used the Bromo-Ohloralum as a wash, 
diluted one part to ten parts of water, and in a 
short time was relieved. I kept up its use till 
now I am cured. I moistened the feet of my 
stockings with it diluted, and then dried them. 
This completely neutralized all the odor and 



relieved the sweating. I am now well and be- 
lieve this is due to those who have been as much 
annoyed as I with the trouble. 

Drug Clbrk, Brooklyn. 



Dlphtherine. 

Extract from letter of Gbo. W. Crouter, Esq., 
Charlevoix, Mich., Feb. 5, 78. 

* ' The Dlphtherine works like a charm in sore 
throat." 



-•»• 



Maltlne. 

J. G. , of Hartford, Conn. , asks what Maltine is. 
He is most respectfully referred to Dunglinson's 
Medical Dictionary, edition 1874. There it is 
regarded as synonymous with Diastase, or vege- 
table ptyaline. 

The preparation referred to cannot be the same 
as described by Dunglinson, because the one is 
the active agent of malt isolated, the other is 
simply extract of malt, wheat and oats, and while 
it may contain diastase, we should expect most 
of the diastase would be used up in converting 
the starch of the wheat and oats. 

Our correspondent must judge for himself as to 
the applicability of the name, and the right to 
use it as a trade mark by those who are doing so. 

» 

Journal Letters- 

We take pleasure in publishing entire the fol- 
lowing letter from one of the oldest and most 
respected practitioners in the State of New Jersey : 

Rahway, January 30, 78. 
G-BNTLBMBN. — I take pleasure in saying to you 
that your Journal is always greeted by me with 
a hearty welcome, and ea«ch number as it comes 
to hand, seemingly more so than previous ones. 
Your selections of interesting cases, I doubt not, 
is duly appreciated by the multitude of profes- 
sional readers of your valuable Journal To my 
mind it contains matter of more interest to the 
professional reader than any medical journal of 
the same number of pages. I believe the pro- 
fession will ever hold you in grateful remem- 
brance for the many valuable remedies you have 
compounded for us. I have, for a long time 
past, been using quite extensively, a number of 
your most valuable remedies for diseases which 
they are particularly adapted to. I refer parti- 
cularly to your Elixir lodo-Bromide, Bromo- 
Chloralum, Firwein, &c. You certainly have 
put remedies in our hands, which enable us to 
combat successfully many cases, which hereto- 
fore have been looked upon as inourable. Per- 
haps you will say we have plenty of such con- 
gratulations. I have not written this for publl- 
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cation, but merely to thank you for what you 
have done for ^e benefit of poor suffering 
humanity. I shall always be thankful for everjr 
number of your Journal as it comes to hand. I 
shall not be a reader of it much longer, for I am 
now far advanced in my seventy-fifth year. I am 
a^&aid that I have quite wearied you with my 
long letter, so good night. 

Yours truly, Lewis Drake, M. D. 

Extract from letter of C. D. Findlat, M. D., 
TwiggsviUe, Ga., Jan. 30th, 1878. 

Gbnts. — **Having taken your excellent Jour- 
nal of Materia Medioa last year, I find I cannot 
do without it. It surpasses many of the costly 
journals, and contains more interesting, as well 
as instructive reading matter, than any journal I 
have seen." 

Extract from letter of Edward D. Jarrot, M. 
D., Waco, Texas, Jan. 31, 1878. 

*1 regard the Journal of Materia Medica as a 
valuable aid to the country practitioner, in fact 
to all, but more especially to the first named." 

Extract from letter of G. S. Graham, M. D., 
Greencastle, Iowa, Jan. 8, '78. 

'Tour Journal is so useful that I cannot do 
without it. I find more practical information in 
it than in any other medical journal published." 

Extract from letter of DbWitt F. Esken, M. 
P., S hady Grove, Kentucky, Jan. 12, '78 : 
**I like the Journal very much." 

Death of Dr. Dickinson. 

For Journal Materia Medico. 

Dr. G. H. Dickinson, of Stephentown, died at 
his late residence on the 12th of January, 1878. 
His sickness was protracted for nearly eight weeks 
and attended with great prostration and excrucia- 
ting suffering. His disease was at the outset 
infianunation of the bowels, but after tliis was 
subdued, and there were reasonable hopes of his 
recovery, an unusual form of pneumonia set in 
which his enfeebled vitality was unable to resist. 
He was fifty-six years of age, and was the oldest 
practitioner in the town, having begun his career 
in this place soon after he graduated, thirty years 
since. He graduated at two Medical Schools — 
at Pittsfield, Mass. , and at Woodstock, Vermont, 
— both institutions of high standing at that time. 

It is needless to say to his Medical brethren who 
knew him, that this town and region have sus- 
tained a great loss in his death. Yet it was in 
the intelligent families to which he ministered in 
the healing ai-t, that he was estimated the most 
highly : those who knew him best were the most im- 
pressed with his worth as a man and a physician. 



He had many natural endowments that fitted him 
for his profession. 

His powers of observation were excellent, and 
hence he seldom failed in diagnosis. He studied 
difficult cases with unwearied patience and perse* 
veranoe, often sitting hours by the side of his pi^ 
tient, that he might seize upon every symptom^ 
even the most obscure, and by careful compari- 
son, arrive at a final conclusion: his presence of 
mind served him in the most exciting scenes, so- 
that he never betrayed untimely fears or uneasi- 
ness to his patient. His genial smile, the manly 
expression of his countenance and the evident 
consciousness of a mastery of his profession, 
inspired the sick with confidence, and imiMirted 
tone to the nervous system under great prostra- 
tion. Few men apx)eared to a greater advantage 
than Dr. Dickinson in a sick room. His urban- 
ity and dignity were marked characteristics, his 
conversational powers were of a high order, and 
made him a favorite in many families. Com- 
bined with a thorough knowledge of his profes- 
sion, they gave him an unusual infiuence with 
his professional brethren in council. No better 
proof of his skill can be desired than the fact, 
that families that once employed him, almost 
never thought thereafter of calling another 
physician. 

His hereditary tendency to inflammatory rheu- 
matism, from which he had heroically suffered 
untold agonies, undoubtedly was the procuring 
cause of his premature death. Although he had 
practiced medicine nearly the average of human 
life, he still died in the midst of his days, when 
he seemed the most fitted to be useful in his pro- 
fession, for which he cherished an intense love, 
and an ardent desire to adorn and honor it. 
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SCalaria and Struma in their relation to 
the Etiology of Skin Diseases. 

BT FBOF. I/, p. YANDBIaL, M. D., LOUISYILIiB, KT; 

{Continued from page 38.) 

Another exceedingly important circnmstanoe 
to remember, and one so far as I am aware not 
hitherto pointed out, is that all malarial mani- 
festations are not accompanied by elevation of 
the temperature of the body or acceleration of 
the pulse. Hence the term ^^ masked inl;^^ 
mittent /ever^\ia not always strictly correct, 
as applied to cutaneous, intestinal, uterine, 
neorotic, and other maladies, in which malarial 
periodiciUy is oftentimes a feature. In other 
words, we may have malarial intermittent 
affections without any sign of fever. This^is. 
most common in the less intensely malarial 
districts. The febrile feature of malaria is 
most. prevalent in the most intensely malarial 
regions. 

Therapeutical evidences of the malarial 
origin of acuie skin disease. — ^Antiperiodics, 
properly administered, yield . the surest and 
speediest results in far tne greater number, of 
acute skin diseases. At the head of malarial 
antiperiodics stand quinia and th^ other alka- 
loids of Peruvian bark, and next stands arseuio.. 
Iron in skin diseases, as in all others, is almost 
indispensable to perfect their cure. Any of 
the remedies which may relieve intermittent 
fever, and they are almost innumerable, may 
cure malarial skin diseases. Furthermore, 
malarial diseases, of whatever form, will some- 
times get well without medicine. The iime 
of the administration of the Peruvian bark 
salts is, according to my experience, of Ibe 
first importance. They snould never be given 
during, or immediately preceding or immedi- 
ately subsequent to a malarial manifestation, 
whether this come in the shape of a chill, a 
nenralfida, a diarrhoea, a cough, or a skin erup- 
tion. They should be administered to the ex- 
tent of fifteen or twenty grains, or more if 
need be, of quinia, or twenty to thirty or more 
grains of cinchonia, cinchonidia, etc , in 
divided doses. The first doas should be given 



not more than eight hours before the paroxysm, 
and the last not less than two hours preceding 
the ^expected paroxysm or exacerbation. 

An imperfect list of the dermatoses which 
may be dev^hped by malana. — Acne simplex, 
acne rosacea, the erythemata, uticaria, eczema, 
all the forms of herpes, the acute lichens, 
prurigo, impetigo, miliaria rubra, ecthyma, 
acute pityriasis; the fumnculous affections, 
and under this head I include boils, carbun- 
cles, felons, malignant pustules, and erysipelas; 
also elephantiasis gi^ecorum, pellagra, dermal 
khaatthesia, dermalgia, dermal h^eradsthesia, 
anidrosis, bromidrosis, hyperidrosis, chloasma. 

The malarial poison alone may develope cu- 
taneous disease, and again it may require a 
traumatism, an indiscretion in diet, a wetting, 
an extraordinary heat or cold, a sudden ohanga 
of atmosphere or clothing, loss of aleep, or 
some such thing in addition, to call forth the 
eru,ption. The performance of the natural 
functions, as parturition, menstruation and 
dentition, for instance, in persons predisposed 
to malarial disease, or haviiig within them 
latent malaria, oftentimes excites the skin 
eruption. 

With the mention of two additional facts 
which impress me as strong evidences of the 
^correctness of my doctrine, I conclude this 
branch of the subject: 

First. Negroes are far less subject to mala- 
rial poison than white persons, and they are 
remarkably exempt from most of the skin dis- 
eases just now enumerated. 

Second. In India, during the height of the 
mango season, a severe form of furuncles is 
pione to occur, and these are called ''mango 
Doils," under the impression that eating this 
fruit produces them. Now, the mango ripens 
during the early portion of the rainy season, 
at which time malaria is most rife and viru- 
lent, owing probably to the rotting of the 
luxuriant tropical vegetation drowned hy 
the water. The profuse rains soon wash off 
this decaying material into the streams, which 
carry it to the sea and also cool the atmosphere, 
and with these results there occurs a subsi- 
dence of the malarial fevers and the mango 
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botk. This fact iB regud to the maago bml 
iru fornished me by a, very mtelligeat Mid 
otiltivated Ang^o Indian, bobm twelve mantha 
dnoe, to irhtHii I li&d oommimioated my Tieirs 
on maUrU. 
I now omna to tiis woond bimnflK ti tht 

BBbjOOL 

SorqfkiJa in I>«rmatotefff.-~B«fh tht jto- 
ttmAva and the piiUio an IikalT toobaU&ately 
oomlMtt, and indeed to reaoit, tlte idea of the 
or^n of akin dieease, for the ivaaon that 
■orof ola is nnivenally considered a mlgar and 
diarepntable disease, and no one Uke« to ac- 



knowledge its existence either in hia peMoa 
in hia family. Mt time will not adnut of ti 
obnsi deration of tne natnre of sorofnla at any 



length on this oooasioo. I beUere it to be a 
dueaae of nntrition leading oaoally to the de- 
posit of tnbercnlons matter. It affeota all 
portions of the syatem. In the Inngs It is 
called oonsumption, and in the glands and 
bones it ia called sorofula. It is found in all 
races and climates, and no age is entirety ex- 
empt from it. It ia both hereditary and ac- 
quirable. It may remain latent in the ayatem* 
of an indiridnal for an indefinate penod of 
years, aud indeed it may not only remain latent 
in the system of an individual, but even for a 
generation or more, and may then be brought 
mto active existence by some disease or injury, 
or bv the performance of a natural function, 
as of deuntion, menatruation, partsiition, or 
the like. It is immensely the most prolific of 
all the aouroea of human death. It not only 
kills of itself, bat often determines the oourse 
and the termination of other diseases. 

But few physicians even, I am persuaded, 
have a just conception of the extended preva- 
lenoe of aorofula. According to Sir Jamea 
ffimpson, this disease carries off seventy thou- 
sana persons annually in Gireat Britain, in a 
population of thirty millions, which is two 
thousand and a third to every million; and it 
ia fair to estimate that this calculation only 
embraoes the frank, well-defined cases, and 
does not include nnmerons deaths from obaonre 
forms of awofula^ Lawrenoe, in his work 
Uw eye, quotea Beer as followa: "JVmft-c«»tA« 
of the ophthalmia In Vienna in ohildrea is 
•orofnlons." In Brealau it is greater, aooord- 
iog to Benedict, the proportion being ninsty-' 
Jh« ptr omt.j and "not a tingb JkrnUy in 
Soouanditjree fl-om aert^/Wa," according to 
Dr. Gregory, of Edinburgh, Dr. John Thomp- 
abn, in hia leotares on Infiammation, aars: 
*'it ia raro to mwt teith an individual who hat 
not, at tomt period of hia lifa, eaiptriene^d 
(fiwoM in tome thape or another belonffingto 
one of the eetieral forme of torofiikt." The 
latter quotations are from Lawrence'a work. 

In our own country, aorofula, though ex- 



nwilkulj prevalent, and kiffing more pe*ple 
than any <^er diaease, is far leas freqnen^ X 
W satisfied from personal observation, than 
tt ia in Europe. It is awfe to attribute this to 
the nperior abnndasee of our food and to tfae 
•baadanoa of meat flapeoially, and to the bet- 
tar ventilation of the nonaea of our maaaea. It 
BHy be that (he oommin]fling of blood of the 
many aaUona from whioh onr popalatloB 
syriagB abo exerts a beaefloent inflaanoe. So 
Maaafor the exoeediag [wevaleooe of aorofola; 
aad no aoani reaaon can he given why, if it 
be ao abaadaat ia the hunmn a yat eaa, thaakia 
may not be ita frequent asat. 

n« evidenoea of the B4ffofalous diathaaia 
an aaaly diaooverable ia the langna«e (rf tba 
body of a vary 1«^ profMntion <n peraeiH 
oerning under obaerration of the phyateiao; 
but it la not neoesaaiy to enumerate hare tlw 
signs of sGvofula, 

The following dia oa a e a of the akin am oar- 
taialy due to aorofula: Lnpna, paoriasia, ioh- 
tbyoua, aderoderma. 

Ilie next following I believe to be due to 
ibasorofuloaadiatheria: MoUuaoum fibroaam, 
ohroida lichen, lenUgo, vonoa, albiaiaai, aolere- 
derma, keloid, luevaa, pemphigus and pity- 
riaaia. 

The following diaaaaea are ofteneat foand 
in the sorofulona diatheaia: The more obati' 
nate and severer forms of true aone^ aene 
rosaoea, impetigo contagiosum, herpes aostac^ 
pemphigus, nonsoorbntio pnpura, vitiligo, 
favus, and the odier vegetable paraaitea of uie 
akin. 

The foregdug ia of coarae only a very im- 
perfeet liat, but I tniat it ia aulficient to ooa- 
veymyr 



7%erapeu<ifttf proof of eoroftita. — ^la tba 
atnofaloderma, aa well aa in all forma Af asrofa- 
Loaa diaeaae, our therapeutical meaanrea are 
■ometimaa of little or no avul. In paoriaoL 
iohthyons and lupus, however, I have found 
the antitorofnlona remedies tiA oonatmetive 
auoh as cod liver ell, synip of the 
ohitea, syrup of iodide of iron, malt, 
ely reliable. Thia line of traat- 
ment haa givoi me teaulta the moat aatiafao- 
tory; under it theae diaoaaea are onrabU, and 
uaaer no other are they with any degree of 
oertainty acoording to my experience. 

Thus briefly are the views on malaiia aud 
struma, in their relation to the ontaneoat 
lesiona. whioh liave forced themaelvea upon 
my mind during; twentv years of olinioal 
obeervation. It u aomMning more than ten 
years ^oe I became eapeoially interested in 
the atudy of akin diaeaaea; but I must oonfsat 
that their oare was moat unoerttdn, and their 
management most unaatiafaotory, until I 
learned to treat them with refeienoa to thor 
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dsuflw, hftTiiig first teaimcl from olmioftl stady 
thatthflY cniginated in the oaibd oadies which 
prodaoed the other forms of disease. 

In oonclasioiiy I resjpeotfally ask of the 
members of this association a fair, careful, 
and critical inFeHtigation of this moet import- 
ant subject. 

{GofUmaed in next nttmber.) 



w 



1808 Ltmsford Pitts Tandell, Sr. 1878 

It becomes our sad duty to record the death 
<rf Dr. L. P. Yandell, Sr. Enoim as he was 
personally to many of our readers^ and by 
repntation to all, ihey will receive the an- 
noanoement sorrowfully. 

Dr. Yandell died upon the morning of 
Febmary 4th, after a short illness with poeu- 
mooia. He was. bom July 4, 1808. and was 
oonsequently in his seventy-fifth year when he 
died. He was a native of Tennessee, born 
near Hartsville, Summer county. He was the 
son of Dr Wilson Yandell, a native of North 
Carolina and an eminent practitioner in his 
day. Dr. Yandell attended his first course of 
leotores in the Transylvania University at 
Lexington, his second course in the University 
of Maryland at Baltimore, where he graduated 
in 1825. In 1831 he was called to the chair 
of Chemistry in the Transylvania College, 
wbioh position he held for six years, whea 
(1887) he came to L^uiauille and assisted in 
the organization of the Medical Institute, 
which subsequently became the Medical De- 
rartment of the University of Louisville. He 
filled at different times in this institution the 
chairs of Chemistry, Materia Medioa, and 
Physiology. Associated with him in the 
faculty <^ the university were Caldwell, Miller, 
D»ke, Qross, AustU Fhnt, J. B. Fiint^ Cobb, 
Bartlett^ and other celebnties in American 
Medieineb He contimied in the University 
nntU 1858, when he removed to Men^^his, 
Teaii*^' and for a -year or so was- Professor of 
Praetftoe in a meaical school which was at- 
tem|^ted there. During the war he was for 
awhile in the hospital service of the Conf ed- 
^nm^k In 1882 m was licensed to preach by 
the llemphis Presbjtery, and for awhUe was 
pasUMT of a church in D^ceton, Tenn. Re- 
turning to Louisville ader the war» he has 
resided herei ever since. 

Dr. Yandell was an author of great reputa- 
tion. He edited the Transylvania Journal of 
Medicine at Lexington, and afterward the 
Western Journal of Medicine at Louisville. 
He took quite an active part in the conduct 
of the American Practitioner, and was a fre- 
quent cimtributor to the columns of this lour- 
naL He was an ardent student in geology, 
paleontology, and natural history, and pre- 
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(Mved manj valuable papeBS:on these sub| eets« 
He was an indefatigable cc^ector of specimeiiSi^ 
and amassed a cabinet of, rare value. BGIs 
literary tastes were of the highest order, and 
his memoirs of medical and soientific men, qi 
which he prepared a great number, were strik- 
ing examples* of taste and beauty. 

He prepared the iMtper on the ** History of 
American Literature'' for the International 
Congress. The last two years of his life were 
ohiray busied with a ** Historv of Eentudcy 
Medicine," which he had completed, wi^i the 
exception of one or two sketches which he ha<l' 
wished to add. a few weeks before his deatlu 
His last contribution to, the literature of his 
profession wss a paper on ''The Diseases of 
Qld Age," which wUl appear in a forthcoming 
number of the American Practitioner. 

He was prerident of the College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons in 1872; of the Academy 
of Medicine in 1875; and at the time of his 
death was president of the Kentucky State 
Judical Society. 

Dr. Yandell was twice married; first to 
Miss Wendell, by whom he had four children^ 
who survive him^David, Lunsford, WilUsm, 
and Sarah, the widow of lahaiA Henderson, 
Bsq. His second wife was Miss Bland, by 
whom he had no issue. 

Until he was taken sick with his last illness 
he was remarkable for the vigor of his health^* 
showing no signs of the advanced age to which 
he had lived. His step retained its steadiness, 
his mind its fall activity, and his disposition 
the (dieerfnlness which had always been char* 
acteristic of him. 

The announcement of his death made ft pro* 
found impression noon the community. The 
various medioal booies of which he had been 
a member, and the profession at large in the 
city, met in full numbers to pay respect to 
his memory. His obsequies were attended by 
immense crowds of his personal friends and 
admirers, a^d numerous telegrams from phy- 
sicians all over the country testified to the 
estimation in ivhioh he was held away from 
home. 

On other occasions this and various pens 
will record the virtues of the illustrious deadj 
but the lournalist may linger here a moment 
to pay the homige, which now forces itsdf 
upon him, to the spirit which burned to its 
sodcet. 

He sees before him one who, though full of 
years, did not grow old, asking no odds of 
youth in physical or mental labor; who, while 
preserving the die oity of his age, invited the 
confidence and d^ighted in the society of the 
young, overfiowing with tenderness for child- 
ren; who was physically and morally brave: 
who, while he sought no quarrel, was one of 
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the readiest oontroversialiBts in America; and 
being in it, as Polonins advised, made his adver* 
sary feel that he had indeed a qnarrel npon 
his hands; who, after the conflict was over, 
bore no malice, bnt was ever ready to repair 
the damage his blows may have inflicted. 

He sees one devotedly loyal to those he 
loved; and if fanlt was imputed to him, it was 
for the fldelitv of his service in their behalf. 
A gentleman bom, a worshiper of *.romanhood, 
of knightly courtesy to his eqnals, of never- 
forgetfnl consideration to his inferiors, of 
Spartan simplicity in his habits, frngal in all 
things save booKS, without a single sordid 
thought — for money was the last thing to 
enter his mind. 

He sees one of an industry whose holiday 
was in work; who, endowed by nature wito 
powerful intellect, had cultivated it to the 
highest degree of reflnement; an accomplished 
classical scholar, deeply read in English 
literature, keenly appreciative of poetry, an 
ardent student of the physical and medical 
sciences of his day, ana nimself a writer of 
exquisite taste and sturdy foroe; one, too, who, 
while he was pleased with approbation of his 
work, was wholly free from the petty vanities 
of authorship. 

He sees one of deep religious feelinff,flrmly 
believing in the immortality to be, striving to 
the utmost to be ready for its coming, illus- 
trating his faith with quiet and constant 
chLrity; one whose whole life was passed in 
upholding by preoept and example the dignity 
and usefulness of medicine; and now that the 
giant has fallen, he knows not indeed who 
will lift the sword and buckler with which he 
was girt. — {Zouisville Medical Nisws.) 
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Antiseptic Surgery. 

Professor Hegar of Freiberg .performed 
sixteen successful ovariotomies consecutively, 
under the following conditions : " Before each 
operation the theatre and the room in which 
the patient was to stay after the operation 
were purified with sulphur, and the patient, 
the surgeon, and his assistants bathed from 
head to foot. All the spectators were bound 
by oath not to have entered a dissecting-room 
for eight days, nor to have visited any case 
of infectious disease, and to have thoroughly 
disinfected their clothes. Further, before 
each time of using, all the instruments and 
sponges were wash^ with pure chlorine water, 
the abdominal cavity and every suture were 
washed with chlorine water, and the wound 
in the abdominal walls was thickly covered 
with salicylic or oarbolized wool. — IT^e Sani- 
toman. 



The XTseftil Species of Yilmmiim. 

By Pbof. John M. Maisch. 

Read at the PJiarmaceuticcU Meeting^ cTilnti- 

ary 16, 1878. 
The genus Viburnum, which belongs to the 
natural order CaprifoliacesB, tribe Sambucess, 
attracted my attention more closely when, in 
July last, a correspond^it in Georgia sent ma 
some branches of a woody plant, stating that 
the specimens came from near Orange Springps, 
Florida, where it was regarded as possessing 
valuable medicinal properties as a subsUtate 
for quinia; the shrub was said to bear a small 
black berry, and to be called there Uoei haio^ 
but it was mentioned tbat it differed from 
what is known by the same name in other 
parts of the country. Although the specimen 
was not accompanied by flowers or fruit, its 
characters were such as to lead to the supposi- 
tion that it might belone to the genus v ibur* 
num, and this was verified by comparing it 
with the plants in the College herbarium, 
with one of which it entirely agrees. 

ViBirBNiTM OBOVATUM, Walt. — ^This species 
is mentioned in Gray's *^ Manual" and in 
Chapman's ^^ Flora of the Southern United 
States," the latter of which describes it as a 
shrub 2 to 8 feet high. It occurs on river 
banks from Virginia to Florida and westward. 
The branches are opposite and covered with 
a thin brown or reddish*gray bark, wiiich ad- 
heres firmly to the white wood; in the jroung- 
est branches the bark is more green, bnt eoon 
becomes covered with minute brownish, eotky 
warts, which, on becoming^ confluent, give the 
older bark a somewhat irregular striate ap- 

Eearance. A distinct ridge runs from the 
^ ase of each petiole downward to the next 
intemode, and may be observed, also, on 
somewhat older branches, but gradually be- 
comes indistinct through the developmttit <^ 
the surrounding corky tissue. The leaves are 
small, about ^ to I inch long, opposite^ thick, 
varying in shape from broadly oboirate to 
spatulate, obtuse at the apex, wedge^riiaped 
at the base towards the short petiole, and on 
the somewhat revolute margin either entiteor 
slightly crenate or denticulate, chiefly loWMds 
the apex. Both surfaces are smooth, the up- 
per one being dark-green and glossy, the lower 
one more ^eyish-green and marked with 
numerous minute brownish dots. The {inflo- 
rescence consists of small sessile three- rayed 
cymes, with white perfect flowers, which pro- 
duce small ovoid-oblong black and one-seraed 
drupes. The wood is tasteless, the bark has 
quite a distinct bitter taste; bnt the bitterness 
of the leaves is by far more persistent. As 
far as may be judged from the taste, the 
leaves would appear to mainly possess what- 
ever medicinal virtue may reside in the plant; 
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how effectaal they may be as an antiperiodic 
I am nnable to say. 

ViBXTBNUM PRUNiFOLiUM, Idu, — ^Df. Phares, 
of Newtonia^ Miss., in 1867, called attention 
to the properties of the bark of this species, 
ssoribing to it nervine, antispasmodic, tonic, 
astringent and diuretic properties, and recom- 
mending it as particniarly useful in prevent- 
ing abortion and miscarriage. The species is 
a tall shrub or small tree, from 10 to' 20 feet 
^^8^9 growing in thickets, and is readily re- 
cognized by its oval or obovate, sharply ser- 
rulate leaves, which are opposite, glossy above, 
about two inches long and raised upon short, 
slightly margined petioles. It occurs in the 
United States from Connecticut south to Flor- 
ida and west to Mississippi, and is generally 
known as blaek hatOy the fruit being a small 
edll^le blue-black drupe, containing a flat and 
smooth putamen. The leaves, like those of 
the allied Yib. nudum, Lin,^ and its variety 
Cassinoides, have occasionally been used as a 
substitute for tea. 

, Viburnum opulus, Idn. — ^This species is 
quite extensively distributed. It is indig- 
enous to Canada and found in the northern 
United States and southward along the Alle- 
ghanies to Maryland; likewiee throughout a 
great portion oi Europe and of the northern 
section of Asia. In favorable localities it at- 
tains a height of 12 to 15 feet, but is more 
generally a lower shrub, with a grey or grey- 
ish-brown bark, broad, three-lobed, toothed 
or orenate leaves, and globular, acidulous 
bright red drupes, having a flat, smooth {)uta^ 
men. From tne resemblance of the fruit to 
the cranberry, this species is known on this 
continent sshigh cranberry or cranberry tree. 
The shrub preferring moist locations, and the 
inflorescence resembling that of the alder, its 
a>opnlar German name is Wasserholder or 
IfptOer eldeTy sambucus aquaticus, ui^der w»iich 
name it was formerly officinal. A variety 
produced by cultivation, has all the fliwere 
sterile and the cymes more or less globular 
and showy; it is known by the name of 9n<yw- 
baJlexkA Gfielder^oee. The indigenons spe- 
cies was described by Pnrsh as "Vib.- ozycoc- 
cue and Vib. edule. 

The bark and flowers of the water elder 
were formerlv employed for their supposed 
alterative and antispasmodic properties, the 
common name cramp bark indicating the po- 
pular estimation in which it was and is, per- 
naps, still held in some localities. The fruit 
has the general properties of acidulous fruits, 
and where it is frequent is sometimes used in 
place of the cranberry. 

Othsb north ambbican spbcies op vibur- 
num. — Chapman enumerates nine species as 
being indigenous to the Southern United 
States east of the Mississippi; of this number 



only (me, V. scabrellum Tor, and Gr,^ is 
peculiar to that section, while the remaining 
eight are likewise found in the Northern 
States, some extending into Canada; three 
additional species are &und in the northern 
section, making twelve indigenous to the 
United States. Aside from V. pmnifolium, 
referred to before, the following are met with 
from the New England States southward to 
Florida, the last two (perhaps all three) being 
likewise indigenous to Canada; they are: Y. 
nudum, Lin., or white-rod; V. dentatum, JOin.^ 
known as arrow woody aud V. acerifolium, 
Ifin,^ or docmackie. Their leaves have a bit- 
ter taste, while the bark is bitter and astring- 
ent. I am not iKware that they are medicinal- 
ly employed in any part of North America. 

Exotic species — De Candoll's Prodromus 
enumerates altogether 47 species, besides four 
doubtful ones from Japan, which are insuffi- 
ciently known. Deducting those which are 
at present regarded as mere varieties of other 
species, the number is reduced to about 40 
species, 28 of which are exotic and distributed 
over Europe, the Canary Islands, Africa, Asia, 
the East Indian islands. West Indies and 
S&uth America. Only a few of these appear 
to be put to some use. 

Viburnum daburicum. Pall., produces a 
sweet fruit, which is eaten in its native coun- 
try, the eastern section of Siberia. 

Viburnum tinus, Lin., is known as laures- 
tine or bastard laurel^ the laurierthym of 
Southern France, on account of its evergreen, 
glossy leaves, which are entire and sUghtly 
revolute at the margin, and hairy on the 
nerves beneath. It is occasionally met with 
in cultivation, and produces black-blue dru- 
pes, which are said to possess cathartic pro- 
perties, and are, in some localities of the Me- 
diterranean basin, employed as a remedy in 
dropsy. 

Viburnum odoratissimum, Ker., from Chi- 
na, is likewise occasionally met with as an or- 
namental shrub; it is evergreen, and has the 
leaves somewhat toothed and dense cymes of 
white, very fragrant flowers. 

Viburnum lantana, Lin., occurs in thick- 
(>ts of central and southern Europe, and is 
known as litby tree and giddy berry (Scbwin- 
delbeere). The grey-brown, smooth, or when 
young, mealy pubescent bark has an acid taste 
and produces blisters when applied to the 
skin m the fresh state. The leaves are oval 
or ovate, sharply serrate, and mealy pubescent 
on the lower surface, have an astringent taste, 
and were •formerly used in diarrhosa and simi- 
lar complaints. The fruit when fully ripe is 
black, mucilaginous, sweet and astringent, and 
was emploved in various inflammatory disea- 
ses. The branches have been used for making 
pipe stems. 
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KCbihicu. iiTVxsTiai.Tiotra, — ^Th« speoiM 
mmtioaed aboT« oompriM kII, I believe, vbiob 
have been more or leu employed in medioine, 
ukd of thoie only two have been subjected to 
obemio&l iBvestigstions. 

Daring hiB patient and elaborate retearohea 
on the oonstitution of fata, Cbevrenl obaerred 
in tbe berries of Vibamnm opnlni a volatile 
aoid, vhloh he reoosriiEed as identical with 
the phooenio aeid diwovered br him in the 
fat of the dolphin. Af terrards Damas proved 
phooenio aoid to be identical with valerianio 
add. H. Kr&mer (1834) ezanined the vola- 
tile aoid obtained from the bark of the same 
flhmb, oompared this vibtirnic with valerianio 
add, and foand it to differ from the latter i^. 
odor and in the oharaotera of several salts; 
however, t^e analytioal reealta obtdined by L. 
Ton HoDTo (1846) appear to establish the 
identity of the two. 

Valerianio, besides aoetio and tartaric aoid, 
was foand by Ens (1863) also in the berries 
of Yibarnnm lantana, which oontain likewise 
a tannin ooloring iron salts green. KAnar 
foand in the baik examined by him malio 
aoid and tannin, giving a blae reaction with 
iron salts. 

The bitter principle oalled vibumin was 
isolated by Kr&mer from the etherial eztraot 



of the bark by treating it with hot water, 
removing the tannin from the solution by 
means of hide (parchment), and deooloriBing 



afterwards with animal oharooal; the oolorlesa 
liqaid left on evaporation a light-yellowish 
mass, which yielded a nearly white powder, 
of nentral reaction and parely bitter taste; it 
was slightly soluble in water more freely in 
alcohol, and on incineration left a little ash. 

Bna found iu the fruit of the speolea men- 
tioned an acrid and a nentral bitter principle, 
the latter being yellow, hygroscopic, readily 
soluble in water, and unorystallixible, even 
after dialyzmg it; the fruit was boiled with 
lime and water, the filtrate neutralized with 
muriatio add and treated with animal ohar- 
ooal; the latter was washed, dried and exhaust- 
ed with alcohol, the solution evaporated to a 
synipy oonsiitenoe, deprived of the acrid 
principle by ether, and toen evaporated. 

Leo*s experiments (1834) for determining 
the nature of the coloring matter of the fruit' 
of Vib. opnlns, did not yied any important 
results. 

The remaintug oonitituents were those very 
generally distributed throughout the vegeta- 
ble kingdom, snoh as pectin, reiin, fat, gaUf 
eto. It would be of interest to ascertain the 
nature of the bitter prindples ooatalned in the 
two first-named spades, both of which are 
indigenouB to this oonatry and oalled black 
haw. — Amtrican Journc^ of Pharrmiay. 



BeUadonna In Pathologioal S veatinc 

W. C. CHAPMAH, M. J>., TOLEDO, O. 

The peoaliar effect of belladonna upon the 
salivary glands has long been obeerved ; a 
sense of luyness always following its adminla- 
tration if the doseage is suffidently laive to 
prodnce its full physiological effect. Some 
persons are more susoeptible to the influenoe 
i>f the drug than othera, and it is remarkable 
how small a dose will in some oases oanae un- 
pleasant drynoH of the fauces. This action 
is Buppoeed to be due to the influence of the 
drug upon the ohorda-tympani nerve supply- 
ing the sabmaxillary ganglion. Noticing thu 
efnot, belladonna has bem employed in oases 
where there is ezoeMive disoharge from the 
salivary glands or salivation, ana is equally 
effective whetbw this discharge is brou^t 
about pathologically or by tbe uministration 
of agents which have tbe power to inoreaaa 
the low, as jaborandl 

Another effect notioed after the use of bd- 
ladonna is the developmoit of a rash npon the 
Hurfaoe of the body much resembling that of 
Aoarlatina, and it has been found that the ac- 
tion of the skin is materially interfered witjh, 
emecially the perspiratory glands, the effect 
bong the same as notioed ooourring in the 
glands of the month. It is this power of do- 
oreadng the flow of perspiration to which I 
would call attention in this artide. 

Prof. Yulpian, after a series of experiments 
made during the past four or five years, has 
demonstrated the efficacy of atropia in sweat- 
ing as occurring in phthids, rheumatism, pro- 
longed suppuration, oonvalesoenoe, etc., and 
notioed that the effects were obtained after 
only a few dayi^ administration, even in oaees 
of profnae sweating during the oonrae of tub- 
eroular diaeaae. In meet experiments tbe ef- 
Feota were permanent after eight or ten days' 
administration. 

Although the experimente made by Yulpian 
were with the solphate of atropia, I do not be- 
lieve any better reanlts were obtdned than if 
the belladonna itsdf had been employed, and 
my own exparienoe derived horn a nnmlwr <rf 
oases treated with the floid extnot of the 
drug, leads me to believe that tbe same tiiera- 
pentical efieotis obtuned as where the atropia 
IS administered^ and oertainty the risk of ex- 
cessive effects IS not nearly so gnat. 

There is ecaroely a remedy which acts more 
ancertainly than does belladonna, that is, the 
dose borne by the various patienta is so ex- 
ceedingly variable that each case mnat dedda 
the Bxe neoeasary to prodnoe the desired ther^ 
apentioal effect. Cases of poiaoning have 
been recorded where the dose of the extract 
did not exceed one-fourth of a grun ereiT 
four hoan, and others may take with isqn- 
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nitf tvioa the qaaatity, this faot only beoom- 
ing apparent after ezperimeBtation, I re- 
member treatiag s osm of pouoning wfaioh 
VM ooouioned D7 a single dose of ten drops 
of the fluid extract; the symptoms were marked 
and the narootto effect folly developed. 

In a oaae of cephalalgia occasioned by tnr- 
geeoenoe of the Dlood-veioeU of the brain, I 
recently obaerred marked dilatation of the 
pnpil and dryness of the faaoes after three or 
fonr teaspoonfal doses of a oombination of 
bromide ct potassiam and fluid extract of bel- 
ladonna, in which thffre was bat one and one- 
hatf drops of the latter drag to each dose. 

Tlta power of belladtmna over the exoeoaive 
perspiratwy action of the skin I oonsider is 
marked, and I wonld arge that the profeaaion 
ironld employ it in saafa oases as I have indi- 
oated, bat would also caation against the ad- 
ministration of any but the minimam as the 
oommeccing dose, observing oarefnlly the re- 
■alt, and oaaticusly inoreasmg the quantity 
administered, as the snsoeptibility of the pa 
tient to its action is ascertained. 

In all oases I prefer the fluid extract for in- 
ternal administration, and am satisfied that 
as satisfactory resttlta are obtained from it, as 
when the atropia is selected. The commenc- 
ing dote of atropia is given as 1-ao of a grain. 
I have repeatedly noticed the f nil effect after 
the employment of 1-100 of a grain repeated 
two or three times daring intervals of fonr 
hours. Certainly I do not feel safe in pre- 
scribing this active remedy, to allow it to be 
given to the patient aooording to written dt- 
the' ' 



e label of the vial. I always 
watch oarefnlly the effect of each dose and oi- 
minieh or increase it as the snsoeptibility of 
the patient is shown by observation. In sen- 
eral praotioe I would theretore advise the l>el- 
ladonaa itself in the form of flaid extract 
when given as a roatine prescription to meet 
asT dedred in<Ucation, Farther observation 
will certainly establish its nsefnlness in all 
casse for which the atropia is suggested by 
Prof. Volpian. — Toledo Med, A 3urg. Joum, 



Srgot In Pneumonia. 

BT J. B. TKAHAN, K. D., CBTSTU. CTTT, JBrVEB- 

SOM couirrT, ho. 
He oontraotile powers possessed by ergot 
over cironlar mnsenlar fibrk being well estab- 
lished, and having read of its value in hn- 
moptyns, and also an article^ " A Ifew Abor- 
tive Treatment of Pneamonia," by J. B. 
Soearocb H. D., of Chilicoth^ Ohio, pahlished 
in the ittdieat and Sargieai Bmorter, March 
81, 1877, 1 iSeoided to try it in tne first stage 
of this disease^ and having tried it I desire 
to report to the Cumcu. I&oobd the success 



of that trial, this being one amcmg a very few 
results in treatment whioh has hsa the affeot 
of infusing into me a degree of enthariaam. 
I will not ask of your valuable pages space 
for a detailed case of ordinary, simple pneu- 
monia, but will simply give treatment, range 
of temperature, pnue, and result. 

Dec 13, 9 a. m., forty-eight hours after 
rigor, patient, J. B., i^ed thirty, male. The 
general signs of the disease, as dullness, crep- 
itant rale, bronchial breathing, (in opposits 
lang), rutty spntum, dyspncea, eta, aU well 
Toarked. Temperature 104^° F., pulse 108. 
Had taken, before I saw him, a large dose of 
calomel, whioh moved the bowels freely, sev- 
eral times. 

18 m., oommenoed taking ergot, fl. ext. 3 ss^ 
every two hoars. Temperature lOij" F.^ 
pulse lie; 4 p. nL, temperature 105°, pulse 113. 

Dec. 14, 9 a. m., temperature 104° palae 

104. The medimne was taken severid times 
during the ni^ht. Dyspncea less troubleeome, 
sputum oontains less blood, ooush much lew 

Esinfnl and frequent. Sweat profnsely for two 
ours early this morning. Skin moist. The 
medicine has prodnoed stnpoi^ patient eaaily 
aroused. No pain when quiet. Ordered 

3 Ammon. mariat. 3i]. 

Syr. Boilla 

Glycerine, aa ^ L 

M. S. Dessert spoonful every two hours. 
12 m., temperatnre 108°, Marked improve* 
ment in every way. 

4 p. m. temperature 102^, pulse lOO. Drow- 
siness increased. £zp6ctcration very slight and 
free trotn blood. Apparently snffers no pain 
whatever. 

Dec. 16, 6 a. m., temperatnre 101^°, pnlae 

105. Has eaten notbii^ for rix^ hoars; at- 
dered beef-tea and chicken brotn. 3 p. m^ 
temperatnre 100}°, pulse 100, skin moist ana 
cool, constant stupor. 8. p. m., disoODlinn*- 
ergot till morning. 

Dea 10, 9: 80 a. m., temperature 9*1% 
free from pain and inclined to be joonlar; w- 
got ten drops every two hoursi 4 p. m., by a 
misundvatandin^ no «VOt sinoe yesterday 
evening, temperature 101^°: ordered 3 as 
doses to be pvea again to be taken durii^ 
the night. 

Dec. 17, 9 a, m,, fourth da^, found patient 
up eating breakfast with hu family ;iie was 
much vexed at being put back to bed. From 
this time oonvalesoenoe was unintermpted and 
perfect. Patient was kept in doors till the 
30th, when he was disoluu^od and told he 
muiht go at lai^ 

rtrost this treabnent will reoeive attentioa 
at the hands of the profession, and I espedftl- 
ly bM of ny old hoepital assodates to giv« 
it « ti&L— jSL Louie Clinioal Beeord. 
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For Journal Malaria Medico. 

An Instructive Case. 

BY S. B. HAXSON, M. D., L. L. D. OF SYBACUSS, 

NBW YOBK. 

Mrs. 



f a married lady, about 50 years 

old with a tolerable conBtitation and good 
habits, except that of eating irregalarlj and 
before going to bed, became dyspeptic in the 
autumn of 1876; and during the spring of 
18)7 grew aniemio and very much emaciated. 
She was treated during the spring and sum- 
mer by a Homeopathist, for disease of the liv- 
er, I l>elieye, and in early wiater by a medical 
gentleman, who, dificovering a tumor in the 
right epigastric region, pronounced it of the 
liver. Her dyspeptic symptoms and emaciar 
tion continued in spite of all the treatment 
pursued in the case, up to the time I first saw 
ner, Jan'y 11th 1878. And a short time be 
fore this, about two weeks I believe, the right 
thigh and leg became very much swelled and 
exquisitely painful; and for many months she 
had suffered with an almost constant peristal- 
tic action of the small intestines, causing them 
to raise up into hard bunches, keeping hei 
very uneasy, her bowels being then, and as a 
habit, badly constipated.^ 

I found on examination, that my fingers 
could pass between the tumor in the right epi- 

Sastrium and the liver, rendering it certain 
lat it could not be hepatic. And feeling 
readily a large tumor, evidently an impacted 
Caewm^ as it occupied the position where the 
large intestine commences; and also fullness 
along the ascending, transverse, and descend- 
ing colon, I came to the conclusion that the 
pressure of this large mass of retained matter 
m the ccecum, upon the common iliac veinf- 
and lymphatics, had caused the great swelling 
and pain in the right thigh ard leg, and so 
stated to the family ; and, that the tumor in 
the right epigastrium might be pyloric seirrhtts^ 
or possibly retained scybala in the colon, a^ 
that portion of the lar^e intestine, though not 
large, was evidently full and impacted. I fur 
ther stated, that as she had formerly used hair 
dye$y some portion of the large intestine might 
be contracted and thickened, as I had some 
times found it from that cause, in other cases. 

I gave her pepsin, alkalies, tonics, Ac., 
to unload the large intestine, a teaspoonf ul 
of Tilden's Fluid Extract of Dandelion ever} 
morning, and at evening his excellent Fluid 
Extract of Rhubarb, in the same doses, with 
a teaspoonful of Sulphate of Magnesia, direct- 
ing injections with beef's gall, a teaspoonful, 
to aid in dissolving and bringing away the re- 
tained scybala. 

On the third day, a large amount of the 
partially softened matter came away, remov- 
ing the pressure upon the right iliac vein, lym- 



phatics and ureter; and with this disappeared 
the swelling of the right les and thign, and 
intense pain in the region of the right xidney', 
which had been distressins;. 

But now a fullness in the left iliac region, 
revealed a more impacted state of the descen- 
ding colon, and especially about the sigmoid 
flexure, which was rapidly succeeded by a se- 
vere pain and swelling of the left thish and 
leg, evidently from its pressure upon the left 
iliac vein and lymphatics: the kidney too, 
of that side, suffering from undue pressure 
upon its ureter. This condition continued for 
two days, when by a thorough clearing out of 
the large intestine the swelling and pain sub- 
sided, as it had on the right side, and the pa- 
tient, being very little more than skiu and 
bones, was left without pain or swelling. The 
tumor in the right epigastrium, though ap- 
pearing smaller still remained, continuing 
my suspicions of pyloric scirrhus or cancer of 
the stomach. . 

She had no more of that distressing peris- 
taltic action of the small intestines; took some 
nourishment, slept well, and except a slight 
diarrhoea was comparatively comfortable for 
about one week, when she very quietly passed 
away with little apparent suffering. 

By request of the family, I examined the 
body 36 hours after death and found the trans- 
verse colon contracted, to about two-thirds its 
natural size, and, as I believe from the lead in 
hair dyes used ten years before,* precisely as 
I have found in other cases that had been 
poisoned with lead. 

The coecum was enlarged to about twice its 
natural capacity, being empty as was also the 
colon throughout. The right kidney was 
loose and congested to about twice its natural 
size, blood freely oozing from an incision in 
its cortical substance, evidently caused by the 
long continued pressure of the impacted cee- 
crnn upon its ureter, where it passed over the 
brim of the pelvis. The pyloric extremity of 
the stomach and commencement of the duode- 
num consUtuted a solid Scirrhus about four 
inches long and two inches thick, the pyloric 
orifice being narrowed so as scarcely to admit 
the little finger, and very tortuous in its course 
and beinff uie result as I believe, in part at 
least, of the impacted colon making constant 
pressure upon it, doubtless for many yean. 
The other organs were healthy and normal hi 
their appearance, the liver appearing entirely 
so. 

There may have been a scrofulous tendency 
in this case, and very likely a scirrhous pre- 
disposition. Irregularity in taking food m>m 
childhood, had doubtless increased both. 

*SIie had atoo been more recently, badly exposed (In a newly 
painted room) to lead. 
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Spasmodic oontraction of the transverse colon 
from lead in hair dyes, and from paints in- 
haled, doubtless lead to the impacted coecum. 
This, by pressure upon the ureter evidently 
<K>ngested, enlarged and loosened the ri^ht 
kidney, and together with the impa'^ted colon 
may very likely, by undue pressure upon the 
pyloric extremity of the stomach and duode- 
num, have been the local existing cause of 
the Scirrhus or cancer, which was the cause 
of death in this case. 

No. 208 Madison St, March 12, 1878. 
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JVr JtfttTfMa JToterto JTedioo. 

Druggists vs. Doctors. 

BY ▲« J. GABDNSB, M. D. 

In the January number there appears a 
reply from a physician in Wisconsin to a let- 
ter in a previous journal, in which he makes 
some wholesale and rasping charges against 
the druggists for the adulterations found in 
medicines. There may be a little truth in the 
matter, and a good deal that is not truth. 

The undersigned, an ^^M. D.," (whatever 
that signifies now days), a practicing physi- 
cian for twelve years, and since then, seven- 
teen years a retail druggist, would say that 
from his standpoint there is fault on both 
«ides. In the first place there are a great many 
flo-called druggists in the country who place a 
paregoric bottle in front, and a whiskey bot- 
tle in the rear of their stores, and we find 
physicians patronizing such places. There is 
another class of men who thmk like this doc- 
tor, that there is an enamMyas profit in the 
drug business, and in States where there is no 
law regulating the drug tradc^ you will find a 
lar^ class of men engaged in the business, 
as m this state (Ohio), who to make money, 

So into market and buy the cheapest class of 
rugs they can find to compete with, perhaps, 
some honest legitimate druggists, and you will 
find lots of physicians patronizing that style 
of druggist beeaiiBe they can buy cheaper. 
Both of these classes of drngg^s, as soon as 
they get a little smattering of the business 
will be^ to prescribe over the counter, think- 
ing to mcrease their reputation as druggists, 
aoid save their patrons a physician's fee. An- 
other class of druggists, perhaps two in ten, 
are straight forward men who have acquired 
a knowledge of the business in all its branches, 
and the drug business is almost as much of a 
profession as the medical practitioner's. This 
class of men, conscientiously and honestly, 
buy onlv the best and purest medicines from 
wholesale druggists who are equallv honest 
and upright in their business, and of course 
have to pav a larse advance over the price of 
cheap, adulterated stuff, and many physicians 



will refuse to pay a reasonable profit on these 
prices, and go away calling him a '^fraud and 
cheat" because he asks more than his neigh- 
bor druffgist of the former class. The physi- 
cians often force draggists to do the very 
thing this doctor condemns. In regard to the 
*'query who owns the prescription" would say 
most certainly the man or woman who got it 
from the physician. No druggist has a right 
to keep it unless the customer is willing. If 
not, he can take a copy, and the owner of the 
prescription can go to as many drug stores 
and get it filled as he wishes, and can give 
copies of it to his friends. When the phy- 
sician gets his pay for it, that ends his control 
of it. This does not appear to be right, but 
it is one of those acts that cannot be governed 
justly. 

In the rural sections, or where we are doing 
business, the physicians carry the essetUiab 
with them. It would be an outrage for a 
physician to go a number of miles and leave 
a prescription where there is no dru^ store 
near. But it is not expected he is goms to 
carry a drug store with him, and if anything 
was needed out of the ordinary run of pocket 
cases or '^pill bags," there is no impropriety 
in his givmg a prescription to the nearest drug 
store. In the multiplicity of good remedies 
for the cure of diseases put up by the many 
pharmacists of the country, it would require 
more money than many physicians would like 
to invest to keep a stock on hand, unless they 
have more money from their praotioe than 
oars do. 

Our place, as we said before, is a rural 
country, and a small village, with four physi- 
cians who carry medicines in their pocketS| 
and also give perscriptions, and to accommo- 
date them we have ninety bottles of fluid 
extracts, mostly Tilden's, constantly on the 
retail shelves^ besides duplicates of same kinds 
in stock, requiring an investment constantly 
of from two to tbree hundred dollars, besides 
a large assortment of pills and granules, and 
a general drug stock. It is agreU accommo- 
dation to these physicians, saving them a 
large investment. A perfect, as far as possi- 
ble, understanding exists, and no prescribing 
over the counter is allowed, neitner is the 
patient skinned alive by paying the physician 
for the advice and prescnptipn, and the drug- 
gist for the medicine. Ther would pay the 
physician the same amouni if he furnished the 
medicine; and if he had to charge it, as most 
of the physicians have to do, where would he 
find money to keep up his stock of medicines. 
The patient and the drus^ist would have to 
fight it out ''on that line" if he could not pay, 
and if he trusted him and never got his paj 
he would be out of cash, whereas the physi- 
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t&n vonld only be oat ft littU dnft on hi* 
l>r^iuforth« *dTio«,ud s IhtU muol* in 
vritLig oat s pnacripUtm on th« blank 
foniued hy th« dra^gut. 

Th« greftt trouble u tb«t then u too mnoh 
of a jMloiii feeling eziating in the profeaioD, 
and It eropi oot in many instanoes by Ihf 
dtmuneering very many pbynciani attempt 
«rer tbe dm^iet — I mean a tegUimate drag- 
pat, not a shyster; and if physicians vouched 
me their inflnenoe and patronage to help sus- 
tain the draggist, it vonld he reoiprooated, 
and a better feeling, witboat infringing on tfae 
province of either party, vonld prevaH, and it 
iroold not oost the patient any more money in 
the end. Bat when yon find graspine phyn- 
<»anB with wishes to monopolise all, and a 
shyster druggist who is determined to make 
enormova profits, then it mav be assamed that 
cheap adulterated drugs will be the order of 
the day, and depleted pocket-books in the 

Sockets of the patients, with war all around 
le horizon. 

A well assorted dm^ store with a good 
honest druggist in it, is a benefit to not only 
tfae physicians, but the people of any country, 
and suoh sweeping charges as are made by th^ 
WiMonsin man are not just in order. If the 
various medical societies of the oouuti^ would 
throw their iufluence sgainst patronizmg any 
bat qualified men in the drug trade, there 
vonld be fewer accidents and less complaint. 
But there is a reform needed amongtt the 
doctors as well as the druggists, before ve 
can expect perfection. 



Q-uajaua in Mi£raiiio. 
■ {Zouiiville Med. Times, Aug. 4th, 1877). — 
A oorrecpondent of the £rit. iled. Jmir., af 
ter the employinent of guarana in a great 
many cases of tnls affection, comea to the fol- 
lowing conclnsions: 

1. Trne migrwne, marked by acute frontal 

Eun, oommencing on one side, occasionally 
[>th, or going from one side to the other, us- 
ually lasting from twenty- four to forty eight 
hour*, with or without sickness, and relieved 
or cared by sleep, whether caused by errors 
in diet or not, will almost invariably yield to it. 

2. In young persons, in whom the habit is 
only commenoiDg, not only does it cure each 
individual attack, bnt by persevering, the hab- 
it itself is broken. 

3. One cause of failure is the amallnees of 
the dose, so that in many cases in which it had 
been tried before and failed, an increase of the 
dose had been followed by cure. Twenty-five 
gntin^f the powder is tne dose for an adult 
female, half a drachm for a man; less, of 
oonrae, for younger oases, repeated in one or 
tvo hours, if necessary. — Detroit Ltmeet. 



Meeara. TiLoaif A Co. : 

Hy attention has been oalted to a oiroalar 
which 1 herewith enclose, presenting the olatnu 
of a French preparadon called &trontfi» and 
which attempts to cast some imputation npon 
your new disinfectant Bromo-Chlotalum, 
claiming it failed in some experiment whioli 
was made with it. I have aaed your article 
in a great variety of oases with the utmost sat- 
isfaction, and would cheerfully add my testi- 
mony to that of many others who have used 
it with like snooeea. One bad feature ia thin 
jircular is an evident attempt to dMwive the 
reader into an impression, which a critical 



eading does not oonvey; and another is the 
Lttempt to sell an article by creating a preju- 
dice against yours. Haveyou any knomecQ^ 



of this French article? Yonr^ 

L. Roasas, M. D. 

With great pleasure we answer Dr. Rt^iers, 
and should we deem the matter worthy of 
further notice, will at another time give in 
detail the facta and oiroumslanoes vhiui have 
been construed into a practical deoeption and 
fraud npon the profession and publio. 

The article called " Girondin " is a French 
article. The Patent says, "The invention con- 
sists of a combination of the following ingre- 
dients, to wit :" — "Sulphate of Zinc, Acetate 
of Copper and Crystalixed Baryta, Fhenio Acid 
and SMnted Liquid or Essence." (Phonic aoid 
is Carbolic acid). Alt these articles are pois- 
onous in almost any proportion, and appear 
to be flavored or scented to cover their cnar- 
acter. They are almost identical with the 
articles enumerated and recommended by one 
of the officers of the Sanitary Committee in 
a oommnnieation to a Medical JournaL 

Since the introduction, some six months 
ago, of the New Diiuifectant, " Bromo-Chlo- 
ralum," prepared by us, it has attracted very 
largely toe attention of the Medical Profes- 
sion, and much interest has been manifeeted 
in it an a superior deodorizer and disinfectant, 
combining styptic, antiseptic and alterative 
properties, witnont the objections which at- 
taoh to almost every agent hitjierto employed 
for these purposes. 

We have not contented ourselves with tho 
results of a few isolated and remote experi- 
ments, bnt have sought and encouraged trials 
of the article at the hands of well known 
and eminent men in the profession, in a great 
variety of cases indicated by the wide range 
of its application, which reached the greater 
part of all the circumstances which call for 
the special and general uses of such an agen- 
ey, especially those circumstances where poi- 
Bonons and odorous agenda oaonot b« used 
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witkialatj to pfttMnUi or immimity from the 
liability to aorioiia aooidoiits in the handi of 
attenctents and employ&k 

Bvery Phvaeian in ^xtenaiye praotioe, haa 
oftai felt the necessity for each an articie as 
Bromo^Ohloralnm, a nonf>ci9anau9f odorUsa 
and harmless agent free from the dangeroas 
presence of any metallio or other poisonous 
propertiesi admitting of free use in the hands 
of servants and nnedncated persons^ and at 
the same time, efficient and decided in its 
action. 

Before presenting the Bromo-Chloralom 
however, to the profession and public, we 
had made a great variety of carefnl testf>, 
while we were receiving letters of profession- 
al men and laymen showing results whicli 
we ourselves had hardly anticipated, and now 
we have snch an accnmulation of facts, as 
well satisfy any unbiased mind, of the real 
merits and valae of this article over any and 
everything hitherto employed, when its eco 
nomy, safety and adaptation to general use 
are considered. 

That any public organization having the 
general health of the public in view, should 
give a recommendation in any sense or in any 
way that could be used to entrap the innocent 
public into the use of ranh-potsonSy has been 
and should be commented upon wiUi severity; 
it is unpardonable. Dr. Brockett in his work 
on Asiatic Cholera says: — 

"A French chemist prepared a secret dis- 
infectant containing some of the corrosive 
salts of copper and zinc, and possessing the 
property of cauterizing or cooking all animal 
tissues with which it is bronglrt in contact. 
To this preparation he has given the name of 
Qirondinj for what reason, unless from its 
destructive properties, it would be hard to 
aay. Its use must of course be restricted, for 
it IS too corrosive to be applied to clothing, to 
the skin, or to any sores or wounds, or to 
furniture.'^ 

7B0M THB NEW TOBK DATLT ITBWS, THUBSDAY, 

SEPT. 12, 1871. 

Safe and Unsafe Disinfectants, — Our atten- 
tion has just been called to recent experiments 
made by the Board of Health with various 
deodorizers, and particularly to a disinfecting 
compound called ^* Girondin,'* which was' 
found during these experiments to be a 

Erompt deodorizer and disinfectant. We 
ad already noted the result arrived at in the 
experiments made by the Board, and referred 
to in its report of August 14th, and have 
carefully examined the ** Oirondin," to which 
our attention is called. Knowing the comp 
osition of the latter, we were prepared for the 
result of the experiments, and for its subse 
quent successful employment in deodorizing 



iUthy and offensive streets. To this exteytTH 
may donbtleis be usrful, but. as the greatest 
ffood to be obtained from deodorizers and 
disinfectants must be in populous dwellings 
Uke our tenement houses, and in markets, 
slauj^hter-houses, jails and hospitals, as well 
as m eleemosynary institutions, many of 
which contain a large number of children, and 
in some of which the idiotic and the insane 
are provided for, we have questioned and still 
question, the property of distributing through 
the various parts of such institutions, where 
disinfectants may be required, a disinfecting 
compound known to be poisonous; and we 
still adhere to the opinion that a deodorizer 
and disinfectant, like the BBOMO-CHLORALxnc, 
which IS entirely free from poisonous proper- 
ties, and, if necessary, can be even safely used 
for the preservation of edibles, is the proper 
agent for employment within doors for pur- 
poses of purification and disinfection. The 
principal ingredient of the "Oirondin," is 
acetate of copper, which, we need hardly say, 
is a virulent poison, and its scarcely less dan- 
gerous associates in the combination are 
phenic acid and sulphate of zinc. With the 
teowledge of this fact, we cannot conscienti- 
ously aovise its employment by the public, 
and have not been able, for the same reason, 
to approve of its adoption by the Board of 
Health. 

The Dangbb Attending the Use of Deo- 

dobizebs. 

The people should not depend upon the 
sanitary authorities to rid the city of pesti- 
lential odors. They should discharge that 
important duty for themselves. Every citizen 
is competent to select his deodorizer by the 
liffht which has been furnished on the subject. 
No man with a family will be imprudent 
enough to choose one which fills the air with 
one effluvium while expelling another, or that 
leaves poisonous particles benind which may 
become mixed with food or accidentally dis- 
solved in water used for drinking. There are 
various deodorizers, all of which are more or 
less efficient, but all of which are not equally 
innocuous and inodorous. Carbolic acid is es- 
teemed a good deodorizer, but it is at the same 
time apoient odorizer, besides being a rank poi- 
son. Chloride of lime is hardly less offensive or 
less dangerous; and an article known as ^^Gir- 
ondin," which has been virtually abandoned 
by Boards of Health in European cities on 
account of its poisonous properties, arrests 
putrefaction iM fire or any of Lhe corrosive 
acids would arrest it — ^by consuming the pu- 
trefying substance. None of these articles 
can be sprinkled in sinks or outhouses, or em- 
ployed in purifying the atmosphere of sick 
rooms without incurring gpreat danger, esped- 
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where there happen to be children or ignorant 
nurses. The deodorizer which sensible people 
will select will be one that is attended by none 
of these dangers, and that if swallowed by acci- 
dent will not poison* not even sicken. — ^Aagnst^ 
23, 1871. 

A Question, of Vital Sanitabt ihpob- 
TANOs. — ^The Board of Health, after ennmera- 
tin|r the streets which they say they have 
disinfeoted with fresh, slacked lim^* ^^ ^^ 
having, in other localities, ased the Oirondin 
disinfectant, which they allege proves by far 
the most effective. If the ** Girondin," which 
is a secret agent, the composition of which is 
studiously kept from the public, be the most 
effective, why trust to slacked lime in any case? 
It is due, however, to the public that they 
should be apprised of the composition of 
this agent) that^ as far as has been ascertamed, 
contains elements of the most poisonous char- 
acter, which it would be unsafe to scatter 
indiscriminately in the streets, and least of 
all in private houses. Its active disinfecting 
and deodorizing properties are, we leam, de- 
pendent on the presence of a deadly salt of 
copper, which even in a state of dilution to 
the extent of rendering the compound ineffi- 
cient, might kill more people than it would 
protect £om disease. Prudence^ it would 
seem, should dictate the employment for di- 
sinfecting and deodorizing purposes of some 
agent that is not open to the charge or even 
the suspicion of bemg poisonous and one that 
is proven to be both innocuous and inoffen- 
sive. While we have such an article manu- 
factured at home of known ingredients, and 
at small cost, why should we have recourse to 
a foreign nostrum, the composition of which 
it is not considered advisable to disclose? 
[Sept. 1, 1871. 

A Vbbt Significant Caittion. — When 
there was great alarm entertained during the 
prevalence of yellow fever at Governor's 
island, carbolic acid was freely distributed for 
disinfectant purposes, and notwithstanding its 
peculiar odor was a perpetual warning to 
careless and incautious people, there were 
several instances in which it was swallowed 
by mistake, and occasioned death. This was, 
no doubt, one of the reasons that led the 
Board of Health to discard it as a sanitary 
agent. It is unfortunate, however, that in 
its place they have substituted a disinfectant 
which is more poisonous even than carbolic 
acid, and less liable to be recognized, because 
less odorous than it. We refer to what is 
known as the Girondin disinf ectant, the prin- 
cipal ingredients of which are acetate of cop- 
per, commonly though inappropriately called 
*' distilled verdi^^^' and sulphate of zinc, 
which poisons m small doses and vomits 



in large ones. To render this or any other 
deodorizer and disinfectant efficient, it must 
be freely and generally employed, not (udy 
by the sanitary authorities, but by private 
individuids as well, and must necessarily be 
placed where, by inadvertence, it may becOine 
mixed with food, and, when almost colorlesa^ 
may be siistaken for water. We strongly 
urge on the Board of Health that in all cases 
where they distribute this dangerous disinfeo- 
tant amonff the people, every bottle contain-* 
ing it should be conspicuously labeled . ^poi^ 
aon^^ as a warning to those who can read, 
and over the word ^^poison^ for the benefit 
of those who are unlettered, there should be 
placed in vivid colors and in the most hideous 
form a skuU and cross bones which are choays 
recoffnksed as a symbol of danger^ and would 
instantly arrest the attention of even the 
most ignorant. Such precautions, though 
they may not serve as a protection in all ca- 
ses, will undoubtedly be a warning to many 
who mitfht otherwise be exposed to imminent 
danger by the employment of the article in 

?[uestion for sanitary use in their dwellings. 
Sept. 7, 1871. 
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Strychnine as an Expectorant. 

In this season of bronchitis it may be prac- 
tically useful for your readers to know the 
great utility of strychnine as a true expecto- 
rant by its action upon the respiratory centre. 
Like ammonia, it does not act upon the mu- 
cous lining of the air-tubes, but nervous cen- 
tres of the respiration. The experiments of 
Prokop, Rokitansky, and others with this 
asent show that it has a decided action in stim- 
ulating the respiration by acting upon the 
respiratory centre in the medulla oblongata. 
Ammonia acts in the same manner. Ammo- 
nia is commonly added to cough mixtures 
for its stimulant, expectorant effect. It en- 
ables the patient to respire more perfectly, 
and so to expectorate the phlegm more effec- 
tually. This is of the utmost importance in 
bronchitis when the stage of free secretion is 
reached and the air-tubes are full of mucus 
and the patient is in danger of choking. 
Here the battle lies betwixt the powers of the 
patient and impending exhaustion. The or- 
dinary mixture of carbonate of ammonium, 
spirits of chloroform, and senega is very use- 
ful; and some tincture of squill will be found 
a useful addition. But increasing clinical ex- 
perience of strychnine leads the writer to the 
conclusion that of all agents which exercise 
a stimulant effect upon the nervous mecha- 
nism of the respiration strychnia is one of 
the most potent and useful. Strychnia acts 
powerfully upon the expiratory part of the 
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respiratory act, and kills, by produoin^ spasm 
of tlie mnsoles connected with expiration. It 
is very asefnl, then, when expiratory efforts 
are required for the expulsion of mucus gath- 
ered in the air-tubes. In' chronic bronchitis, 
with emphysema, it is of ereat service, and 
in the ayspncea connected with advanced 
Bright's disease it is very efficacions. It pro- 
dnoee good effects when g^ven alone, and is a 
useful addition to ordinary coup^h-mixtures. 
A combination of carbonate of ammonium, 
tincture of nux vomica, and tincture of squill 
is a most excellent mixture for dyspnoea, and 
generally procures them ^* n^ore breath," as 
thev phrase it. 

One of the most important matters connec- 
ed with such use of strychnia is its relation 
to sleejp. In many of these cases sleepless- 
ness in a prominent factor; and sleep can be 
procured only by a narcotic. But while the 
narcotic acts upon the nervous system gene- 
rally, it also acts upon the respiration, prob- 
ably at its centre in the medulla, and the 
Satients are apt to wake up with an attack of 
yspnoBa. A series of cases has demonstra- 
ted that by the use of strychnia the respiration 
is so improved that the patient can fto to sleep 
without the narcotic, and, more than that, 
sleep fairly well, and be quite free from at- 
tacks of breathlessness, which awaken the 
patient and cause him to add voluntary respi- 
ratory efforts to the automatic act of respi- 
ration. By resort to strychnine these cases 
can be much relieved. In a case seen recent- 
ly of complex lung and heart mischief, to 
which was added chronic chloral poisoning, 
the good effects of strychnia were very 
marked. The paUent was almost at once re- 
lieved from the attacks of dyspncea in the 
middle of the night, to which ne had long 
been subject. By the use of strychnia dur- 
ing the day, a narcotic pill at bedtime is often 
deprived of its tendency to produce noctur- 
nal dyspnoea; and strychnia may be usefully 
prescribed in cases of shortness of breath, 
where there has been also Ions indulgence in 
hypnotics. There is no such thing in this 
world as unalloyed good, and strychnia, so 
used, sometimes acts so powerfully upon the 
bladder-centres and produces such irritation 
there as to necessitate its discontinuance. 
But this is not the rule, by any means. — 
Louisville Medical News. 
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Inflation of the Urethra. 

Either by injecting a solution of carbonate 
of soda, and followed by one of tartaric acid 
or else by means of a Politzer's bag, has been 
fluccessfuUy used as an aid to catheterism in 
urethral stricture. — Canada Journal of Med- 
ical Science, 
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Cremation in New York. 

On Monday, Nov. 20th, the Board of Health 
was called upon to consider the novel case of 
the cremation of the remains of an infant child 
of an ultramarine manufacturer, named Julius 
Eircher. Hie child was eight days old when 
death occurred from jaundice and marasmus, 
and the father not lilang the conduct of an 
undertaker who had obtuned the usual burial 
permit resolved to introduce the body into an 
iron flask and reduce it to ashes in one of his 
own furnaces. 

When the matter came up for discussion, a 
remarkable diversity of opinion in regard to 
the question as to whether the provisions of 
the Sanitary code had been violated by Mr. 
Eircher in the cremation of his offspring was 
developed. There is no provision in the San- 
itary code which prohibits the cremating of 
human remains, nor does the code direct that 
all bodies shall be buried. 

President Chandler, and Drs. Jane way and 
Vanderpoel said that there was no objection 
to cremation as far as the Board of Health 
was concerned, but they would insist that the 
cremation shonli be conducted in an inoffen- 
sive manner, and only on a permit obtained 
from the Sanitary Superintendent. If every 
person was permitted to cremate the bodies A 
their relatives without having first obtained a 
permit from the board, the officials of the de- 

Sartment wonld be unable to keep track of the 
eaths in this city, and the bodies of murdered 
people might be disposed of in this manner to 
conceal the crime. In the case of Eircher the 
child had died from natural causes, and the 
death had been properly certified to by a re- 
putable physician, and there was no suspicion 
that any wrong or concealment was intended; 
yet it was not a proper proceeding on the part 
of Eircher, without having obtained a permit 
from the board. 

The case was finally referred to Col. Pren* 
tice, Counsel to the l>oard, for his opinion, 

A PBIZB OF $80,000. 

The Scientific American calls the attention 
of our Physicians and Surgeons to the fact 
that there is a reward amounting to 180.000, 
left by will, for the French Academy of 
Sciences to give to the discoverer of a cure 
for Cholera. The following are the particu- 
lars: The competitor is required: "(1) To 
point out a system of medicine that cures 
Cholera in the immense majority of cases; or 
(2). To indicate, in an incontestable man- 
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Bor, the oaiises of Afiatie Cholera^ so that, by 
cappreMine these cansesy the epidemie wifi 
eease: or (d). To disoover some certain iW 
phylactio as evident for CSholera, as, for in* 
stance. Vaccine is for the small-pox. (4^. To 
become entitled to the annaal prize (deriyed 
from th6 interest of the $80,000) the compe- 
titor will have to demonstrate, by yigorons 
processes, the existence in the atmosphere of 
substances that ma^ play a part in the pro- 
duction or propagation of epidemic diseases: 
and (5). In case none of the aboye conditions 
haye been fulfilled, a competitor may take the 
annual prize by finding a radical cure for 
tetter, or enlightening the world upon the 
etiology of that disease. Portions of the 
reyenue have from time to time been awarded 
for meritorious Essays." 

N0N-P0IS0N0U8 NATUBS OF THE ANILINE DYES. 

After long discussion as to the poisonous 
quality of the aniline dyes, a conclusion has 
at last been reached by what may be called 
the argutnentum ad Jwminem, Herr Seid- 
ler, of Riga, tested the matter by taking a 
dose of aniline red, of three-quarters of a 
grain, every morning for a five weeks. This 
regimen produced no bad effects, although cue 
grain of the aniline would impart to fifteen 
gallons of alcohol a fine pink colour. If, 
therefore, the aniline be pure, it is not poison- 
ous, but, unfortunately, the dye, as manufac- 
tured, is apt to contain traces of arsenic. The 
well established cases of skin poisoning from 
brightly colored undershirts and stockings, 
must be ascribed to the impurity of the dye, 
and not to the aniline colour. 

THE DOCTBINE OF MODBBN HOMCEOPATHT. 

In view of recent discussions of the princi- 
ples of homoeopathy, a number of physicians 
of the Hahnemannian School have prepared 
the following terse and very clear declaration 
of the " Essential Points of the Somoeopaihic 
JDoctrine^" and are circulating it amone their 
professional brethren with a request for sig- 
natures: ^'1. The cure of the sick is most 
easily, mildly and permanently effected by 
medicines that are themselves capable of 
producine in a healthy person morbid symp- 
toms similar to those of the sick. 

2, The changed and morbid conditions of' 
tissues and organs are results of a dynamic 
disturbance, and not the cause of the disease, 
8. The totality of the symptoms, subjective 
and objective, is the sole indication tor the 
choice of the remedy. 4. The only proper 
way to ascertain the sick makine properties 
of medicine is to prove them on uie healthy. 
6. In order to secure the best possible prac- 
tical results, medicines must be administered 
singly, and in a dose just sufficient to cure. 



8. And local treatment of all kinds, in non- 
sargioal cases, is not only unnecessary, bat is 
apt to change the location of the disease, and 
induce dang^erous complications, _and never 
permanently curee.^ 

THE SYSTEM OF MEDICAL EDUCATION TO BE 
PUBSUBD IN THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVBBSITT. 

Dr. John S. Billings, of the Surgeon-Gen- 
eral's office, lecturing the other evenmg on the 
system of medical education to be pursued in 
the Johns Hopkins University, said that when- 
ever the science of education shall be com- 
fdete it will be based upon an intimate know- 
edge of the complex nervous system. Some 
of the very best practitioners have been una- 
ble to use their mental faculties to advantage; 
the study of mathematics and physical science 
should of necessity precede that of medicine. 
The history of medicine shows that many 
skilful men were incapable of appreciating 
evidence. This knowledge will depend large- 
ly on a knowledge of the right use of 
words. Herein lies the value of the study 
of the languages. Logic and all other studies 
are requisite K)r the man who will teach as 
well as practice. The diploma of another school 
should not be considered equal to the bacca- 
laureate of the university. If that cannot or 
will not be had, then let the student under- 
go an examination, but under no circum- 
stances should the degree of M. D. be given 
without the baccalaureate as a basis. Stu- 
dents, like electricity, take the shortest paths. 
It would be understood that no one could 
pass without matriculation. He must study 
chemistry> physics and the rest for three 
years. He should, for instance, master the 
general principles of biology, and other Sci- 
ences, with which every well educated young 
man should be familiar. One-half of his time 
should be spent in the laboratory. In very 
rare cases it may be best to put a student at 
once where he can see the practical operation 
of the sciences of medicine. Some may be 
taueht to swim by being tossed into deep wa- 
ter, out the most will be drowned. In general 
it will be best to begin with theoretic princi- 
ples. In ancient times, doctors held their au- 
thority by ceremony or tradition, and then fol- 
lowed the system of apprentices, the time of 
servitude being seven years. Then came lec- 
tures, which were followed by the tutorial 
system, which has drifted into a mixed method 
of lecturing and tutoring. This will probably 
be the plan in the Johns Hopkins, and the best 
of each will be taken. Really eood lectures 
are of great use to students, and, indeed, of 
great use to the lecturer himself, for he never 
IB really sure what he knows until he tries to 
teach it. It is earnestly recommended that a 
course of comparative medicine be a part of 
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the Moond jemr's stadiet,, in. which the ftndy 
of the diMAMS of inimali shall be a feature. 
The great thiii^ to be ftadied now is not io 
mach pathological results as patbotogibal pro* 
oesses. In the study of animal ftaids there is 
the widest room of information and dis- 
oovery, 

MODBBATS DBINKINO. 

We glean from Enfl^lish souroes, some very 
praotioal hints regarding moderate drinldDg. 
All physicians on^ht to have definite views 
on the subject of mibibing alcoholic stimu- 
lantSy and the views expressed by trustworthy 
and widely known scientists as Sir Henry 
Thompson, F. H. C. S., and D. B. W. Rich- 
ardson F. R. S., will doubtless be of service 
to all who earnestly seek correct testimony 
upon which to base an opinion. 

Sir Henry Thompson says: — ^'It will not 
do, as you will see preseotly, to make certain 
sweeping declarations relative to alcohol that 
cannot be sustained, and vou can do no good 
in furthering the cause of temperance by do- 
ing so. What I want you to understand is, 
that there have been a certain number of peo- 
ple who can take wine for a long period, live 
a longlife, and die healthy old fellows after 
all. The same holds good with other things, 
such as the smoking of tobacco. One man 
can smoke ten or twelve cigars in a day, and 
not be apparently much the worse — I do not 
say that he is any the better, and another man 
cannot take the mildest cigarette without be- 
ing ilL We must not be too dogmatic. The 
more I see of life, the more I see that we can- 
not lay down rigid dogmas for every body. 

I Will tell you who can't take alcohol and 
that is very important in the present day. 
Of all the people I know who cannot stand 
alcohol, it is the brain workers; and you know 
it is the brain workers that are increasing in 
number, and that the people who do not use 
their brains are going down, and that is a 
noteworthy incident in relation to the future. 
I find that the men who live indoors, who have 
sedentary habits, who work their nervous sys- 
tems, and who get irritable tempers, as such 
people always do, unless they take a large 
balance of exercise to keep them right, (which 
they rarelv do), I say that persons who are 
living in these fast days of ours, get nervous 
svstems more excitable and more irritable than 
tneir forefathers, and they cannot bear alcohol 
so well. The instrument is in a different 
state of tension altogether to what the instru- 
ment was formerly. Such existed, of course, 
in aU time, but compared with the present 
were much more rare. It is now a oelicate 
nervous system, which the slightest touch will 
tisll upon. It is not the old dumsv thing 
that required a thump to bring out the tone. 



If the man with an irritable nervous mtem 
worked his muscles more, if he would tslce 
his ride or his drive, or his walking exereisa 
more than he does, he would be better ofE. I 
do not mean merely the literary man^ the maa 
of science, but the man of business also; idL 
are brain workers and if with habits of a se-* 
dentary or sluggish naturCi will be likely to 
have irritable tempers. But it is this diSec- 
ence which makes alcohol disagree more with' 
the present generation, than it used to do 
with a former one." 

Prof. D. B. Richardson F. R. 8. says: — 
^^And firsts I notice that the moderation argu- 
ment is plausible on this point, that it asserts, 
that alcohol is a necessity — a necessity as a 
food for man. It never presumes to assert 
that it is necessary as a food for any inferior 
animal, but it says that for man it is a neces* 
sity, and that he must take it as a food.. 

I make a very clean breast of this matter at 
all times. 1 freely confess many men took 
the lead of me in showing the f allacv of thia 
argument; that they learned the fallacy from, 
their own experience,, from their own moral 
sense, while others before me also showed it 
up scientifically, amongst whom is Dr. Ed- 
wards. 

We thus enjo^ the light of experiment, as 
well as of experience, and so we are doubly 
lighted toward what is the truth, and although 
many of you mav have read what I am about 
to say, yet I shall not, I hope, weary you if I. 
somewhat repeat myself and so speak to the^ 
larger public outside. I am recording a mat- 
ter of history — of personal history — on thia^ 
question when I say that I for one, had once 
no thought of alcohol except as a food. I 
thought It warmed us. I thought it gave ad- 
ditional strength. I thought it enabled us to- 
endure mental and bodily fatigue^ I thought . 
it cheered the heart and liftM up the mmd 
into greater activity. But it so happened that 
I was asked to study the action of alcohol 
along with a whole series of chemical bodies, 
and to investigate their bearing in relation to 
each other. 

And so I took alcohol from the shelf of my 
laboratory, as I might any other drug or chem- 
ical there, and I asked it in the course of ex- 
periments extending over a lengthened period 
♦•What do jrou do?" I asked it; " Do you 
warm the ammal body when you are taken in- 
to it ? '* The reply came invariably, " I do- 
not, ozc^t in a mere flush of surface excite- 
ment. There is, m fact, no warming, but, on 
the contrary, an effect of cooUuff and chilling, 
the body." Then I turn round to it in an- 
other direction and ask it; ♦♦Do you give mus- 
cular strength ?" I test it by the most rig^d 
analysis and experiment I can adopt. I test 
muscular power under the influence of it iik 
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various forms and degrees, and its reply is: 
*^ give no muscular strength." I turn to its 
effects upon the organs of the body, and find 
that while it expedites the heart's action it 
reduces tonicity, and turning to the nervous 
system I find the same reply, that is to say, I 
find the nervous system more quickly worn 
out under the infljaence of this agent, than if 
none of it is taken at all. I ask it: ** Can you 
build up any of the tissues of the body ? " 
The answer again is in the negative. " I build 
nothing. If 1 do anything, I add fatty mat 
ter to the body, but that is a destructive agent, 
piercinff the tissues, destroying their powers, 
and mwng them less active for their work." 
Finally 1 sum it all up. I find it to be an 
agent that ^ves no strength, that reduces the 
tone of the blood vessels and heart, that re- 
duces the nervous power, that builds up no 
tissues, can be of no use to me or any other 
animal as a substance for food. On that side 
of the question my mind is made up — ^that 
this agent in the most moderate quantity is 
perfectly useless for any conditions in life, to 
which men are subjected, except under the 
most exceptional conditions, which none but 
skilled observers can declare." 

ASSOCIATION AMONG LADY STUDENTS. 

A meetine of nearly all the Art and Medical 
English and American Students in Paris 
was held recently, under the presidency 
of Mrs. Julia Ward Howe. A committee was 
appointed to organize some sort of association 
among the now numerous lady students in that 
city. 

CBBTAIN APPABSNT LAWS OF THBBAPBUTIC8. 

Dr. Rabagliati presents in the September 
and November (1877) numbers of the Prctcti- 
Itoner, the following propositions, that he be- 
lieves to be capable of substantiation. 

*Trop A.-— Different remedies tend to act 
upon different parts of the human economy." 

<*Prop. B. — The effects of remedies are pro- 
portionate to the quantities in action^ and uni- 
versally as the resistance of the persons acted 
upon." In commenting upon this proposition, 
he draws attention to the fact that ^'quantities 
in action" and quatitities administer^ are not 
necessarially identical, as only a portion of the 
latter may be absorbed. He nirtner states that 
he has himself seen salivation induced by the 
continuous administration of imo of a grain of 
bichloride of mercury three times a day, when 
no such result has followed doses of ii of a 
grain to a much larger gross amount. 

**Prop. C. — All remedies whatever which 
affect the economy exert upon it at least a two- 
fold and contrary action in time. If these be 
called action and reaction, or primary and se- 
condary, one may otherwise state this proposi- 
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tion in the following form: the secondary ac- 
tion of any or all acting remedies is contrary 
to the primary*" 4 

*Trop. D. — Different quantities of different 
but similarly acting remedies are required to 
produce given effects upon bodies of equal re- 
sistance. 

*fProp. E.-The time after which reaction suc- 
ceeds action is different in the cases of differ- 
ently constituted bodies." Although the above 
propositions may appear to be somewhat 
vaguely stated, a perusal of the paper in full 
wifi afford much food for thought. 

ANALYSIS OF SABATOGA WATBB. 

— One who has been in the business ffives the 
following valuable receipt for manufacturing 
Saratoga Water : 

'* Take four quarts of sour rain water and 
shake it well, llien take a pair of bellows 
and blow it full of wind. Add two ounces of 
black and tan pepper; four quarts of solar salt, 
six rusty sign hinges, two old hammers, four 
gimlets, two old ink bottles, seven horse shoes, 
some more salt, some more pepper, two yards 
of old clothes line, one old hat hning, four but- 
ton holes, seven shingles, two luinps of hard 
coal, one sheet of sand paper, and one chair 
round. Then blow in it through a straw un- 
til bubbles rise on top. Then shake it until it 
looks like boiled water. Add a little more 
salt and bottle it up, and if you never drank 
it, it will taste just like Saratoga Springs wa- 
ter for all the world." 
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Preparation of Dialyzed Iron. 

The first step in the process is the prepar- 
ation of a tolerably concentrated solution ful- 
ly saturated with ferric hydrate and contain- 
ing a minimum amount of acid. One method 
of accomplishing this, consists in adding aqua 
ammonise sp. gr. .960 to a solution of ferric 
chloride (liquor fern chloridi, TJ. S. P.) so 
long as the precipitate formed is re-dissolved. 
It is best to dilute the ferric solution to a sp. 
gr. of 1.8 before adding the ammonia. One 
volume of water should be added to five vol- 
umes of the officinal preparation. A second 
''method of preparing the solution for dialysis, 
consists in adding to the solution of ferric 
chloride a sufficient quantity of freshly pre- 
cipitated and thoroughly washed feme hy- 
drate to completely saturate it. The solution 
prepared by either method, is subjected to di- 
alysis in the usual manner. A convenient 
substitute for the dialyzer consists of a pig's 
bladder, which is filled with the solution, se- 
curely tied, and immersed in water, which is 
to be frequently changed. — Detroit Lancet. 
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Th« Troatmant of OzMna. 

Dr. Bonge, in ft paper read at the third 
meeting of the Congreu, urived at the fol- 
lowing oonolasioDB: 

1. Oznna is the result of Bapparation in the 
nasal foaes or their annezee, viz., tne frontal, 
maxillary, and sphenoidal sinuaes, and the 
ethmoidal cells. 

2. The snpparation appears to originate in 
all oaaea in diseaie of the naaal foBsie or their 
annexes. 

3. The degree of fcetor of the air issaing 
from the nasal fosste depends on the extent of 
the OBseoas lesions vhioh have given rise to 
the ozffina. 

4. The latter is also increased by the stag- 
nation oi pas in the sinnaes. 

6. Should the surgeon fail to trace the dis- 
ease to some affection of the nasal oavity, be 
must seek for it in the sinuses and the eth- 
moidal cells. 

6. The local treatment of ossena oomprisea: 
(a.) Frequent washing out ot tbe nasal 

cavity by means of injections, which vary 
with the spinal indications of esiish case. (£.) 
The insafflation of disinfecting, oanstio, or 
astringent powders, (c.) Cauterization of va 
rioos kinds; the use ot the galvano-cautery. 
{d.) In severe cases all seqneetra must be re 
moved, and the sinuses completely drained. 
The nose is detached by the sub-labial meth- 
od; this enables us to explore the nasal fossn 
directly, to remove all necrosed portions of 
bone, and to open sinuses. The formation of 
a cicatrix is thus avoided. 

7. It is unneoessary to speak of any gene- 
ral mode of treatment, as this must be regu- 
lated according to the patient's ocmstitation. 

M. Ybbkbuil said he had not applied the 
method of Dr. Kouge, but he would do so 
He remembers that M. Trelat had some good 
reaolts from it 

Da. Ollibb adopted tliis method in certain 
cases. 

Da, Rotfox believed that oxana is gene- 
rally due to alterati<»i of the sinues, but 
more frequently to caries of the ethmoidal 
cells. Posterior rhinoscopy is not so useful, 
beoaose the mucous menbrane is so swollen 
that we cannot conveniently discover the 
diseased part. — The Medical Rtcord. 

Exparlmenta on th« Davelopmant of the 
T»nl« Soltum In Man. 
There has been considerable discussion over 
the question whether ot not the cystioercns 
of man is identical with the cyaticercns 
of the pig. If it be true that the oystioer- 



cos of man is the second phase of develop- 
ment of the ttenia solium, the parasite will 
alao be fonnd in its perfect strobiline state in 
the intestines of man, and in all probability 
there alone. To settle this point, a M. Kedon, 
of Lyons, swallowed in warm milk four oysts 
taken from the body of a dead man. As, 
however, it was possible that these cysticerci 
had been derived from a ttenla carried by 
some animals with which the man had been in 
frequent relation, M. Redon also administered 
a number of the cysts to some sucking piga 
and digs. The pigs all snooumbed to enteri- 
tis, and at the autopsies the most earful 
examination failed to reveal any traces of the 
parasite. The dogs also did not contain any 
traces of the tape-worms. With M. Redon 
himself, however, the case was different. 
After an interval of three months and two 
days he found links of the worm in his pas- 
sages. These were examined and found to 
belong to the tsenia solium. Shortly after- 
wards an entire strobilas was passed, which 
will be placed in the medical museum at 
Lyona These experiments settle the qneetion 
of the nature and development of the cysti* 
cercns of man; they present, moreover, a 
striking exception to that apparently so ab- 
solute rale of the development of the pu^ 
sites: that the same parasite cannot attain its 
complete development in the same individual 
•r in two individnalb of the same species. — 
The MedKot Record. 



Ammonium 



nittent 



Pic rate 
Fevers. 

J, W. Snider, M. D. {Ohio Medical Re- 
corder, November 1877), states that he has 
used the picrate of ammonium with uniform 
success in the treatment of intermittent fevers 
during the autumn just passed. Some of his- 
oases Dad been treated nnsnocessfally with 
arsenic and the alkaloids of bark, ile gave 
to adults one grain of the picrate, twice each 
day, until six doses were taken, and after the 
lapse of a tew days, repeated the dose, to 
make snre of complete success, — Detroit Lan' 



ftemoval of Moles on the Faoo. 

Remove by two slightly cnrved intunons;. 
then nnite the oat ^ges with a wire serre- 
fine, and oover over the incision and teeth of 
the serrefine, with scraped lint soaked in col- 
lodion. Remove the serrefine on the third' 
day and drop collodion into the holes it has 
left on the now dried lint Peel off the lint 
on the fifth or sixth day. Fsually no mark 
is left, at only the fwntest possible line of a 
<^oateiz. — Cemada Journal of Med. Scienooi. 



66 



JOURNAL OF MATERIA MBDICA. 



[Marob, 1878. 



Usefulness of ths Hot Bath In Motrorrha- 
s;ia. 

The first oonoeption of this method of treat* 
ing metrorrhagia belongs to a Dijon professor. 
Dr. SalgneSi and its popnlarization is dne to 
M. Tamier. The baths should be of a temp- 
erature of 83'' to SS"" centigrade (91.^4 to 
95^ Fahr.) and of from twentv to thirty 
minutes' daration. They shoald be repeated 
every dinr until the haomorrhage no longer 
recunc. Their action is moreover very rapid, 
and oftentimes one or two baths wiU suffice 
to put an end to fluxes whieh, up to that 
time, had resisted all known hsBmostatics. 
M. Tamier, and after him, Prof. Bailly, 
have employed this means, especially in the 
metrorrhagias which occur as sequels of ai(y- 
oouchemMit. M. Baillv does not resort to 
ihem during the first few days after labor; 
but beginnmg on the 10th day he thinks 
itheir emplovment rational, and he adduces, in 
support of his opinions, two very interesting 
observations. He attributes the efficacy of 
?the hot bath under such circumstances to the 
fluxion which the application of the moist 
heat produces on the cutaneous surface: thie^ 
{fluxion having as a necessary consequence tlie 
relief of the congestion, and the rendering 
ansBmio the internal organs. — Canada Jbum- 
al of Medical Science. 

»Ovariotonny, by Karl v. Rokltansky, Jun. 

Karl V. Rokltansky, Jun., of Vienna, takes 
the following precautions: — Before the opera- 
tion the room is thoroughly aired for at least 
i^wo days. The patients take several warm 
baths to excite the cutaneous functions, and 
■bowels are regulated. Some hours before the 
operation the rectum is emptied by an injec* 
tion. Relative to the instruments and uten- 
sils, the most scrupulous care is exercised as 
to deanlines. The instruments are dipped in 
•carboliaed oil Sji before use. The sponges, 
which are used solely for these operations,' 
.are kept in a covered jar filled with 6ji car- 
boUc solution from one ovariotomy to anoth- 
er. A quarter of an hour before ana»sthesia, 
which is always done with pure chloroform, a 
•subcutaneous injection of atropisB sulph. 
0.005, morph. muriat. 0.07 is given. Be- 
fore the operation the abdomen is washed 
witii carbolued lotion 2ji. The wound beins* 
dosed with sutures is dressed with lint soaked 
in 2^ carbolized oil, carboliaed tow and a 
flannel bandage. The dressing is changed on 
the second to the fifth day. The first two 
weeks the patient has a room to herself; and 
the first five days has special nurse. The 
three or four first days liquid nourishment — 
soup, milk, rice or .barley water, — ^fonnsthe 
diet. After the fourth day roast meat; after 
the ninth or tenth day gradually the usual 
•diet is resumed. — Ibid. 



Experinrmits sf ths Froduetion sf Sumr In 
the Liver. 

BY CLAUDB BBBNABD. 

A Stream of water is caused to pass through 
the vena porta until the sugar ana the glucose 
are completely washed out of the liver. The 
ferment, which is still present in large quan- 
tity, is obtained by cutting the liver into 
HmM pieces and pouring on it five times its 
weight of glycerine, macerating it for two or 
three hours, and filtering. The glycerine 
will contain the ferment from which it can 
be separated by alcohol. Claude Bernard 
was convinced by experiment that this fer- 
ment had the same properties as the diastase 
of barley. — Ibid. 

^A very Simple Means ef Carrying Nitrate of 
Silver Into the Uterine Cavity. 
Prof. Pajot says:— I take a piece of la- 
ininaiia^ about two millimetres m diameter, 
dip it into a very concentrated solution of 
gum arable, roll it in a veiy fine powder of 
melted nitrate of silver and allow it dry. I 
thus obtain an unbreakable pencil of the or- 
dinary sise, which may be carried as deeply 
ae there can be anv need, and in all direc- 
tions. It is mounted on the ordinary caustic 
holder.— Ibid. 

Juniper Leaves In Pruritus. 
' Professor Boeck {L' Union Jfedicale) re- 
commends juniper leaves for the itching which 
accompanies pruritus, urticaria, prurigo, ecze- 
ma, and other cutaneous affections. %ie ap- 
pliance for using them is similar to that of a 
vapor bath. The patient is shut in a box fit- 
tine closely around the neck, and under him 
is placed some red hot charcoal, upon which 
are strewn some juniper leaves, fresh or moist- 
ened with water. He is exposed to the vapor 
so produced for twMity or thirty minutes, and 
this should be repeated every sec<md day. 
In some of the above mentioned diseases it 
sueceeds admirably, in others, especially chron- 
ic cases, its efficacy is not so well established. 
This treatment, the writer says, has perma- 
nently cured many obstinate cases of pruritus 
ftnd ur^emm.— Michigan Medical New9. 



SromoH)hloralum« 

We are glad to know, is ffrowing more and 

more into favor, as one of Uie most elegant 

as well as efficacious detergents and disinf eo- 

ants for the lying-in room. Being inodx^ous 

ftnd nonrpoimmw^ it may be freely used 

luder all oiroumstances requiring the destrue- 

tim of oontaflioiia emanatioiii, ammoniaoal, 

nozioas and fcetid odor% ffoni whatever 

source. For sale by aU druggists.— TTle ^Sbni- 
tofrian. 
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Iffitastlnai Qasftfid PNitul^nt Dyspepsia. 

{L' Union Medieale, October 11, 1877.)— 
The following oonclnsions are drawn from a 

Eaper on the above snbjeot, read by M. Leven 
eiore the Academy of Medicine, Faris: 

1. Food doeii not seem to produce gas; that 
found in the digestive tube comes from the ex- 
ternal air, the blood and the faecal matters. 

2. The gas formed during the course of flat- 
ulent dyspepsia is not due to the decomposi- 
tion of f ooa, hut comes from the three above 
mentioned sources. It is continually kept in 
motion by the pathological contraction of the 
intestinal muscular fibre. Although continu- 
ally expelled, it is constantly renewed. Its 
production may be incessant, as well in the 
fasting individual as in one well nourished. 

8. This symptom, production of gas, there 
fore implies the existence of an intestinal irri- 
tation which is always consecutive to a stom- 
achal dyspepsia of already long duration. 

4. The course of the disease, and the treat- 
ment followed to obtain a cure, confirm these 
clinical observations. 

5. There is no necessity of instituting a 
medication against the gas per se; moreover, 
the so-called absorbent powders, as charcoal, 
do not absorb the gas, as I have proved exper- 
imentally. Although block charcoal may pos- 
sess this property, as soon as it is reduced to 
powder it loses it completely. — DebfoU Lan- 
cet. 



The Digestive Preoeas In the Stemaoh. 

Its duration akd its changbs undbb va- 
rious CONDITIONS. Eretflchy {TTie Doctor^ 
Sep., 1877) reports the results of some oare- 
faf observations on a case of gastric fistula. 
(\) It was found that the digestion of break- 
taat took five hours and a half, that the maxi- 
mum of acidity was reached at the fourth 
hour and that it then fell until within an 
hoar and a half a neutral reaction was reached. 
The diffestion of the mid-day meal lasted 
•even Eoun. The maximum acidity was 
reaohed at the rixth, and in the seventh a fall 
te neatn^ty took place. Even in the fifth 
hour numerous mierosopio bands of niusoular 
tisaue were recognized and also starch gran- 
wlea. The evening digestion lasted from seven 
to eight hours. (2) On the day before the 
menaes aopeared there were deoided fluotua- 
taons in the add curve. On the day of their 
apjpearanee a neutral reaction was never ob- 
tained the whole day. The evening digeetioa 
waa not delayed. On their cessation, the 
normal acid curve at once retomed. (8) The 
patient took three cubic centimeters of aloo- 
noL in one hundred <rf water to her dinner. 
This rendered the process slower. (4) Coffee 
at dinner loweved the acid curve and caused 



the neutral reaction to set in an hour later. 
(5) Pepsin, taken just before dinner, did not 
shorten the process. (6) Distilled water, 
taken moderately, exerted no add reaction on 
the gastric juices. (7) Alcohol is converted 
into aldehyde in the stomach. — Detroit 
Lancet, 



Local Efltoct of Quinine In Diphtheria. 

Dr. £• J. Zinke, of Cincinnati, in the Cli- 
nic^ extols the use of ^uinia as a to}>ioal ap- 
plication in diphtheria. His experience is 
confined to three oases, but the success of the 
remedy was the more marked from the fact 
that these three recovered while four oases 
treated in the orthodox manner immediately 
before, terminated fatally. The manner of 
udng it was in solution and apolied by means 
of ui atomizer; strength, a arachm of Uie 
salt to an ounce of water with enough hydro- 
chloric add to make a clear solution. Quinia 
acts by killing the micrococci, masses of 
which, betraying no signs of life, were dis- 
covered by Dr. Zinke in membranes thrown 
offi^in the cases reported. — Michigan Medical 
New. 



Diabecee Mellltus— Modes of Its Develop- 

Senator {Ziemeeen^a Cydopcedia^ Vol. XVI 
page 966), formulates the most probable modes 
as follows: (I) An abnormally hdffhtened 
saccharinity of the chyle or of the blood in 
the portal vein, or of the two toother, in con- 
sequence of an impeded conversion of the su- 
gar present in the intestine into the lacticada, 
or in consequence of accelerated absorption of 
the sugar. (2) An unnatural acceleration of 
the portal drculation, whereby on the one 
hand more sugar reaches the hver, a part of 
which, without beinff changed into the glyco- 
geu^ passes on into tne circulation; and on the 
other hand, the glycogen formed from sugar 
or other materials passes into sugar more rap- 
idly, and in greater quantity, and is washed 
away. — Detroit Lancet. 



Carbelate ef Iodine Inhalant of Dr. Perov 
Boulton. 

Tinot iodinii oo 3 j« 

Add carbolic M.vj • 

Glyoeiine. | j. 

Aq. pur S V. 

Mix. The solution soon becomes quite clear 
and colorless. — Detroit Lancet. 

DxPHTHBBiA IV BosTON .—There is an alarm- 
ing prevalence of diphtheria in the y ortion 
of Boston known as '^ Back Bay," due to a 
fault in the main sewer. — Medical Becord. 
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Ercot In Hemorrhoids. 

BY EDWABD S. LANSING, M. D. 

ConsideriDg the pathological condition denom- 
inated hemorrhoids to consist in an enlarged 
condition of the veins, (an increased length and 
diameter, as a result of hsdmostatic pressure at 
some time,) which continues after the inducing 
cause or causes are removed simply on ac- 
count of relaxed and feeble condition of their 
coats, and couceding the power of ergot upon 
that greatest aggregation of unstri^sd mus- 
cular fibres in the human system — the uterus 
— also its power upon the capillaries, where 
the presence of the unstriped fibre has with 
difficulty been determined, as in hfematuria 
and chronic congestion of the spinal cord, it 
suggested itself that ergot ought to relieve, 
and, with so many favorable factors, one 
could reasonably expect it would cure many 
cases of hemorrhoids. Having an intracta- 
ble case on hand, of twelve years' standing, I 
tested it. I used ergotin in suppositories, 
four grains each, night and morning at first; 
subsequently at night only. The first effect 
of the ergotin was to produce pain for half an 
hour or more; but, after the use of three or 
four, no unpleasant effect attended their use. 
The hsBmorrhage ceased, the congested con 
dition of the parts yielded, the hypersesthesia 
was replaced by normal sensation, the hard, 
cordy condition of the veins passed away, and 
the slig^ht tumefaction remaining suggested 
interstitial fibrinous exudation or cellular hy- 
perplasia. Having treated five cases with 
the ergot, in four of which the results were 
more satisfactory than 1 anticipated, the fifth 
is still under active treatment. Having never 
seen the treatment suggested, and the result 
in my case bein^ so happy, I offer it that 
others may test it, and possibly much relief 
accrue to a numerous class of great sufferers. 
The Hospital Gazette. E. J. B. 



Differences Between Ansamla and Chlor- 
osis. 

Zimmerman ( Vol, XVI. Ziemseen^s Cydo- 
poBdia^ page 501), gives the following: (1) 
Ih chlorosis proper, the change in the blood 
appears to be strictly limited to the red cor- 
puscles, whereas in anssmia, other constituents 
of the blood; especially the albuminates of the 
plasma, are also modified. {2) In many re- 
spects the etiology of chlorosis is peculiar and 
obscure, and its pathogeny does not admit ol 
being traced, like that of ordinary an»mia, to 
casual factors with which we are familiar. (8) 
The striking effects of suitable treatment 
would oblige us, even in default of other rea 
sons, to separate chlorosis clinically from oth- 
er forms of anaemia. — Detroit Lancet. 



Treatment of FHrunctoer^Note on a New 
Property of Arnica. 

BY DB. N. PLANAT. 

As the result of physiological experiments. 
Dr. Planat has been led to the use of arnica 
in all cases of superficial acute inflammation, 
as furuncles, anginas, erysipelas, etc. He 
states that arnica aborts all furuncular erup- 
tions, except those accompanied by diabetes, 
with remarkable promptness. 

For external use he employs: 

Recipe. — Extract of fresh arnica flowers, 
10 parts; honey, 20 parts. 

If this is too liquid he adds lycopodium. 
The mixture is applied to the inflamed part 
and covered with oil-silk. 

Equally good results will be obtained in 
the same cases by the internal administration 
of tincture of arnica in does of twenty-five 
to thirty drops every two hours. M. Planat 
adds that the extinction of the furuncular 
eruption is so rapid that it seems impossible 
to deny a specific elective action. — The Ho^- 
pital Gazette, 



Questionable Remedies. 

An advertising Journal, issued by an enter- 
prising firm of manufacturing chemists in 
Detroit, takes occasion to read us a lecture 
for copying into our colums a note of the 
"virtues" of "Ingluvin" or "Digestine." 
As the article referred to contained a notice 
in the head- line of the source whence " Inglu- 
vin" is obtained, and as the editor of the 
Rbcobd has, for many years, been familiar 
with the "virtues" of pepsin derived from 
the barn-yard fowl, we do not see wherein 
the article referred to was "questionable" 
anv more than we can perceive the question- 
ableness <^ pepsin made from the stomach 
of the pig* 

Perhaps the old gentleman (or ladyf) who 
edits the joaraal referred .to was unable to 
learn the source from which ^'Inglnvin" is de- 
rived. We trust this notice will make it 
plainer to his (or her) comprehension. If 
not, perhaps Mesarsr Warner & Co. will be 
courteous enouffh to furnish the required 
information — and half a dozen or more chick- 
ens' gizzards to aid the digestion of the 
dyspeptic individual who edits the advertis- 
ing journal in question. — 8t. Louis Clinical 
Record. 



" Artichokes are good for rheumatism, and 
hearty jokes are good for dyspepsia." — The 
Doctor, 
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DIslnfeotants and Dooderlzsr*. 

It is proper we §hoaId oall atteotion to the 
peraiatent eflorta od the part of those represent- 
ing different deodorizers or didnfeotants to fan- 
poee upon the profession and pabUo, who at cer- 
tahi periods are oalled upon to use qoite largely 
some agent of the Uud, by representing them par- 
tionlarly as odorhsi and oolarlem, bat avoid eaTlng 
they are not POlsonoUB. 

We have oooaBion quite frequently to examine 
some new article, which rivals all others, and 
we find the poisonoos elements in a new and 
varied form, but flavored to suit the tBst« or ob- 
ject of the inventor. 

All contain salts of copper, lead, rinc or baryta, 
fkny and all of which are poisonous and unfit for 
use indiecrimtnately. 

We republish, at the request of a medical 
friend, the disoussion as it appeared in the New 
York papers, some tlAte since, and our readers 
wilt discover that it is not a new subject, but one 
which has been ventilated ajid understood. 

While druggists are under the most stringent 
regulation as to the sale of poisons, these poiaon- 
ouB articles are sold under the guise of odor- 
leas deodorizers with impnnl^, to be used among 
young children and In famlltee without the least 
-warning of the danger likely to occur. Every 
such article should have the skull and croes- 
bones on the label as a warning to be careful in 
itense. 

What physician Is wQltng to recommend such 
oompoonds for the sick room, to be used as a 
wash to sponge a patient and about the bed. 
Surely he oaimot use it In the lying-in-room, 
either upon his hands or upon the delicate or- 
gans of the person. Nor ean he use it as a wash 
in small-pox or erysipelas, in wh»di Bromo is so 
lai^Iy used. 

These parties would, In the longratge of an old 
judge, make good legal witnesses, as they know 
how to "tell the tmth" and at die same time 
"tpare the truth" by omitting the poisonous part 
of the play. 

Kxtraetnf R9d Oiov«r. 

Dr. T. W. Thorpe, Presoott, AA., writes as 
foUows, Jan. 28, 1878: 

"I have found your preparation of Solid Ex- 
tracs Red Glover to work wonders in oanoeroos 
and rimilar oonstitotional symptoms. I have In 
one week, apparently, cured a case of Itching and 
bleeding piles simply by inserting Bapi>odtories of 
the extract night and morning." 



Mortality In Brooklyn. 

THB DBATH-RATB FROM DIPBTHBBIA IK DmSB- 
KKT PABTS OF THK CITY. 

Dr. Francis H. Stuart, Re^ster of Reo<»ds for 
Brooklyn, yesterday sabmltted to the Board of 
Health a study of the sanitary oonditioii of the 
flity for the past fonr years. During this time 
th«e were 3,136 deaths from diphtheria, which 
aooording to Dr. Stuart, is a representative of 
unsanitary inflnenoee. The conditions of a house 
as to locality favor the development of the forma 
of the disease, aud some of these oouditionB aj^ 
damp cellars, imperfect house drainage, decom- 
posing organic matter, sewer gas and bad venti- 
lation. 

The five words in Brooklyn having tlie highest 
death-rate from diphtheria were the Twenty- 
fifth, Eighteenth, Twelfth, Eighth and Tenth, 
and the five having the lowest death-rate, the 
Fourth, Fifth, Nineteenth, Sixteenth and Sev- 
enth. The Eighth, Twelfth and Eighteenth wards 
dso had the highest death-rate from all oanses. 
The Twenty-third Ward had a high death-rate 
from diphtheria, but is otherwise second in order 
of healthfulnesB. 

I'he moet striking faet shown by the table 
given by Dr. Stuart l^the lanre number of 
deaths from diphtheria in the Twenty-fifth Ward. 
a section of the city adjoining Bushwiok and otm- 
taining New Brooklyn. The death-rate here was 
over twice the average of the whole city, and 
nearly three times that of the Fourth Wa^ 
whioh hss the same population. During the 
four years there were 167 deaths — the numbers 
more than doubling in alternate years. 

The report of Dr. Pisk on the sanitary condi- 
tion of this ward, published In 1874, shows that 
it is such as to foster, if not to breed an epidemic 
of this oharaoter. 

Hie total deaths during the four years were 
46,177, and the average death-rate was 240.8 tor 
eaeh 10,000 of the population. The wards having^ 
the lowest general deatb-rate were the First, 
Twenty-third, Twentieth and Seventh. In the 
Fiitt Ward, which inaludes Brooklyn Heights, 
the rate was 17.64 to 1,000 of the population. 
This is only a decimal over the normal death- 
rate. 

Of the fifteen wards that bad a death-rate 
above the average seven are words that any one 
acquainted wiUi the city would name as being 
unhealthy. They are, beginning with the high- 
est death rate, the Twenty-fourth, Eighteenth, 
Sixteenth, Twelfth, Eighth, Second and Sixth. 
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Oas« of Sooondary Paralysis Treatod with 
Suboarbonata Iron, Sulphate CI nohonlat 
Elootrloity and 8f ryohnla.i 

B. S., aged 24 years, had a severe attack of 
diphtheria of which he recovered soon, but in 
about three weeks afterwards became paralyzed. 
The paralysis took the ordinary course, first 
affecting the soft palate and pharynx, afterwards 
disturbance of vision, and last the upper and 
lower extremities. In the first functional dis- 
turbance, there was great difficulty in articular 
tion (speech entirely nasal), deglutition and ex- 
pectoration. The function of deglutition was 
performed with great difficulty, during the act of 
swallowing, the greater part of nunshment and 
medicine taken ran out of the nose, or regurgi- 
tated, some of it fell into the larynx, where it 
was forcibly ejected, partly through the nose 
with violent coughing. Expectoration was very 
difficult; the mucus collected in large quantities; 
the muscles which act as constrictors of the 
pharynx were paralyzed and consequently the 
compression of the expired air, which is necessary 
to expectoration was lacking; vomiting ocoaaOn^ 
ally took place, owing to accumulation of mucus 
in the fauces and adjacent organs. In the second 
functional disturbance, he had double vision, 
with squinting, cmd could no more read fine 
print. In the last functional disturbance the 
lower extremities were almost completely pai> 
alyzed; he felt feeble, awkward, and uncertain 
of his gait. In the upper extremities the paresis 
Was not so fully developed, still he manifested 
great difficulty to dress and undress himself, or 
to hold large objects, &c. As soon as the paanJy- 
sis made its appearance I placed him on the fol- 
lowing trealanent: Subcarbonate Iron, and Sul- 
phate Oinchonia. The dietetic treatment con- 
sisted of the' very best of food, viz.: mUk, eggs 
and meat. He was directed also, to take good 
wine. I resorted to electrical stimulus when new 
sets of muscles had ceased to become involved in 
the pamljrBis. In about three months he had 
completely recovered from the malady. I gave 
him also Strychnia when I resorted to electricity. 

J. P. F. Brobnnbr, M. D. 
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Ussof Lobelia In Hydrophobia. 

By Mbs. J. P. DiMONB, M. D., Cambbid<}bpobt» 

Mass. 

In reading your Journal which I peruse with 
interest, I occasionally see an article on hydro- 
phobia, a disease which I think has ever baffled 
the. skill of physicians in all countries. 

Allow me to give you a receipt which from 
study of medicines I think might be very valuable. 



I should use it in preference to anything I have 
ever heard of, if I were bitten by any rabid ani- 
maL If you think it of any value you can pub- 
lish it; if not, cast it aside. 

When a person is bitten they need immediate 
attention. As soon as possible after being bitten 
apply tobacco— plug, tobacco is the best — wet 
witli water; keep that bound on until tincture of 
Lobelia can be obtained, then use the tincture 
or cotton saturated with it, and kept wet, also 
give tincture of Lobelia as soon as possible in 
half teaspoonful doses, once in three hours; then 
three times a day for three days; and make a 
strong tea of Hawk weed, and drink very freely 
of it for two weeks, every day. The Lobelia 
may be taken in a very little water. To cut or 
cauterize the parts bitten I think is of but little 
use, the virus i>asses so quickly through the sys- 
tem. In my opinion the poison must be killed in 
the blood. Hawk weed is an antidote for the 
poison of the rattle snake. I am using your 
remedies with wonderful success, especially the 
Elixir lodo-Bromide Calcium Compound. 
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Elixir lodo-Bromldo of Calolum Compound. 

Letter from Dr. E. L. Kbllam, Muskogee, L 
T., Jan. 24, 1878. 

Gentlemen. — Refering to a previous com- 
munication I desire to say that I immedi- 
ately put my ovarian patient on the Elixir 
lodo-Bromlde of Calcium Compound., accord- 
ing to directions, and the Solution lodo- 
Bromide of Calcium Comp. externally, three 
times a day. She has been improving in strength as 
regards appetite, &o. tumor softer somewhat about 
the lower portion ; in the upper portion I can see no 
dLSerence as yet, but in my opinion there will be 
a considerable difference inside of a month. She 
has been using the medicine only two weeks, and 
claims that it has done more good than all other 
medicines that she has ever taken. I shall de- 
vote my whole attention to the case. Your pills 
Hydsastia Alkaloid are far superior to any prepa- 
ration of hydrastis canadensis that I have ever 
seen. I have been taking them myself, also your 
valuable preparation of Dandelion. lam now 
taking the EUxir lodo-Bromide of Calcium Comp. 
myself; have been taking it only two days and 
find myself improving in strength and appetite; 
dyspeptic symptoms all vanished entirely; no 
uneasiness of right hypochondriac region, nor 
epigastrium. I am so well pleased with the 
action of the lodo-Bromide Calcium Comp., that 
I intend continuing it for some time, at any rate 
until I feel like a man once more. I firmly Jbe- 
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Uere 70a hare fotmd the medloine that we have 
all been looking for dnoe the time of Adam and 
Eve. Mj ovarian case haa had ttie dyBpepflia for 
thirty years; sinoe taking the lodo-Bromide of 
Caloiom oomponnd she has had no symptoms of 
djspepria whatever. I find It laxative and dln- 
retio, and In my opinion I will find it to be blened 
irith more medicinal properttea In this mtosmatio 
diatiiot than has been claimed for it in a northern 
olimate, from tlie faot that nine^-nine oa»es oat of 
« hundred that I find in this western district an 
sofferiing with ohronio hepatitis, gastritis, sorofula, 
splenitis, heart disease, rheumatism, outaneons 
dlseasea, Ac, all ensuing from a scrofa- 
loos system and malaria. I have been practicing 
in the west, to say Texas, Louisiana and Indian 
Territory since 18S7 In different locations and 
every one in a miasmatic district, and pleased to 
say, I oontrolled the practice of every locality In 
which I praotioed, and not a single ease have I 
«een but what suflered more or less from malaria 
and a scrofulous oondition of the eyetem, which 
is the principal cause of all the diseases in the 
-west, and I am confident you have found a 
remedy that we will soon find Indispensable In 
our practice. I am so much pleased with your 
valnable alteratives, also combiniug their tonic 
prc^teriiesj In faot we have every agent in one 
Imttle. I am fearful your patience will be a little 
worried with my lengthy epistle, nevertheless I 
«iii BO well pleased with your valuable medicines, 
I most acknowledge they are far superior to any 
I have met with for years, and I wish you all 
soooess in your undert^ilngs. 



Elixir loda In Diphtheria. 

Letter&omC. W. Liohtboubii. IC.D., Dondae, 
Rioe Co.. Minn.. Uaroh Ist, 1878. 

Daring the reoent prevalence of eo-ealled Dipn- 
Eherla, I need exclusively your "lodo" and 
"Bromo-Ghloralnm," and while others around 
me were losing nearly every case, I have not lost 
one. I have treated during the past eight weeks 
thirty-seven oases of swe throat, dl^theritio 
croup, and what others here have termed Blph- 
therifr— but what I call Ulcerated sore throat, and 
-two oases of laryngitis, and I have among 
■other remedies used very freely "lodo" with per- 
feat anooess, I can therefore Iilghly recommend 
it to my professional brethren In all throat dis- 

1 administer it to children between 2 and 10 
j'ears, from 1 to li teaspoonfols every two, three 
or four hours as the case may demand, in eon- 
JoQctlon with othor remedies not incompatible, 



and the Bromo-Ohloralom as a gaigle diluted ao- 
oording to olrcnmBtanoefl from 4 to 10. 

Your Bromo-Chloralum is to me Indispensable 
In the lylng-in-room, and I think it a oertiUn pre- 
ventive of puerperal fever.l 

Letter from W. T. Bla.gktobd, U. D,, Ohat- 
t«nooga, Tenn., Feb. 7, 1878. 

I have reoently treated tliree cases of Oban- 
creeds with Elixir lodo-Bromide of Oalcium 
Oomp., and fouod]It an excellent preparation In 
those cases. 

Letter from F. N. Hattooh, H. D., Unionville 
Centre, Ohio, Jan. 16, 1878. 

Allow me to speak in high terms of commen- 
dation of your medioal preparations. Your 
Eltxlr lodo-Bromide of Caloinm Compound, and 
Bromo-Chloralum are special favorites of mine. 



Bromo-Ohloralum. 

Extract from letter of W. P. Dowhbb, M. D., 
ayraouse, N. Y., March 8, 1878. 

"I use, in my Health Institute here, a great 
deal ot your Bromo-GhioralDin, knowing, by ob- 
servation and experience, it to be the best at dis- 
infectants and anti-aeptics." 



Plrwaln. 

Letter from HnSH Hollis, U. D., Jack's 
Creek, Tena, Feb. 26, 1878. 

I hare been using your "Firweln" In my piao- 
tioe two years, and for all hind* of throat and 
Iwiff troubles I find, after a practice of about 
fourteen years, nothing to equal it. I carry two 
or three oanoes with me on my daily rounds, 
which I would not do if I did not think it ex- 
oelled everytUng else uaoally employed for the 
above diseases; besides having frequent calls for 
more of "that like yon gave me before," as my 
patients will say. 

This is a voluntary tribute of mine as to ths 
rirtaea of a sterling remedy. Heretofore I had 
to oompoond fonr to six ingredients; now I have 
it altogether — handy. I advise all those of th« 
profession to give It a ftdr trial that have not 
done so, and ttiey will thank me for the sngges- 
tion. Ithlnk. 

Letter bom 8. 0. OhASB, U. D., Franktcat, 
Oliio, Jan. Ist, 1878. 

Firweln is destined to have an extensive sale. 
I use it as an emmenagonge, and have found It to 
be the very best where there is debility, Mi»nita, 
&&, that I have become acquainted with in 
thirty years of busy study and practiee. 
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'PIrwein. 

Extract from letter of Dr. M. H. Snyder, Eden- 
Tflle, Mich., Feb. 11, 1878. 

^^I have gi'ven Firwein a thorongh trial in bron- 
chial troubles, catarrh, &o., and have found it a 
most efficient agent. I haven't yet met with a 
case in which it has failed me." 
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Dlphtherlne. 

Extract from letter of R R. McGandlbss, M. 
D., Emporia, Kansas, Feb. 6, 78. 

**I have sold and recommended your various 
preparations for ten or twelve years, and taking 
your prices and the quality of your goods, I find 
nothing in the market to equal them; and as I 
shall now, to a certain extent resume the practice 
of my profession, I shall continue to prescribe 
them." 



^^ 



Physician's Diary* 

Letter fromH. C. SNiTCHBBy WilmJngtoaDel., 
Jan. 1, '78. 

The "Physician's Diary" for 1878 was re- 
ceived in due season — ^thanks for your prompti- 
tude. I am much pleased to state that its neat- 
ness, its compactness and its utility strongly 
oomm^id it to every practitioner of medicine. 



Extract of Malt. 

Letter from Wm. Barkbb, M. D., St. Louis, 
Mo. March 1st, 1878. 

At the request of Mr. Weber, your agent in 
this city, I have thoroughly tested your JBxtract 
of MaU by taking it myself for weak digestion, 
and prescribing it for many of my patients. I 
conclude that it has decided therapeutic valuei 
as it has seemed to be beneficial to those who 
have taken it, and especially suitable to delicate 
children, and persons suffering with dyspepsia 
and imperfect assimilation. Many object to the 
taste of **Trommer's Extract," while all concede 
that your preparation is very agreeable. 



New Medical Spring. 

Letter from Chas. G. Sbifbbt, M. D., Boohes- 
ter, Minn, Feb. 14, 1878. 

I will give you the analysis of the Gdsingei: 
Mineral Spring near Rochester, Minn. It has but 
lately been discovered, and has in a short time 
become celebrated for its medical properties. 
The following is the analysis by Prof. Bodie : 

Total quantity of solid matter in one gallon 
XT. S. measure, 17.2874 grains; consisting of 

Chlorite of Sodium 0.2379 gr. 

Sulphate of Soda 0.5678 ** 

Bicarbonate of Soda 0.1159 <' 

** Lime 10.8395 " 

'-Magnesia 4.8190 '' 

" Iron 0.0798 " 

Alumina 0.1526 " 

SiHca 0.9455 " 
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Jourriai of Materia Medlea. 

Extract from letter of Dr. T. J. Fbntrbss, 
Princess Anne. C. H., Va., Feb. 4, '78. 

*'I look upon the Journal of Materia Medica as 
an invaluable publication. It has no superior in 
its elass upon the American continent." 



Total 17.2874 

The temperature was 100® to 108® F. If you 
will give room for the above analysis in your 
supplement please do so, and advise me and 
send me a copy when published. 
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Extract from letter of B. Wilson, M. D., Ver- 
saUes, m, March 9th, 1878. 

*Tour Journal of Materia Medica is always a 
welcome visitor. I have taken care of them and 
had them bound yearly; and have used your 
preparations so long that I could not use any 
others conveniently." 



Extract from letter of A. Hbnuey, M. D., 
Fairmount, Ind., March 1, 1878. 

^*I hail the coming of your Journal with de- 
light— could not well do without it." 



DIoaoorea Vliosa. 

BT B, WTLSON, M. D. 

There is one preparation manufactured by 
you that I do not think receives the merit it 
deserves. I refer to the Fluid Extract of Wild 
Tam. I have found it one of the best reme- 
dies in bilious colic, gastritis, and other affec- 
tions .of the stomach and bowels for perma- 
nent relief that I have ever used; its use should 
be continued for sometime after the i>aro:iyam 
is relieved by opiates. 

I speak of this valuable remedy that your Edi- 
tor may call the attention of the Profession to its 
virtues. Whilst I highly appreciate the Firwein, 
Ergot, and many other of your preparations, I 
think the Wild Yam has not received the atten- 
tion that it merits. 



■♦•♦- 
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liacturee on Typhoid Fever. 
Bt A1.0NZ0 Clabk, M. D. 



Lectubs I. 

Qentlemen: — Our next topio U typhoid 
fever. This is the indigenons fever of New 
England and of this ooiintrT, except where 
miasmatio fevers previdL liie disease in 
various places, and hj varions authors, has 
received tlie following namea: Louis oalled it 
"The Typhoid Affection." It has also been 
called "Abdominal Fever," "Abdominal Ty- 
phus," "Enteric Fever," "Ileo-Typfans," "En- 
tero-mesenterio Fever," "Nervous Fever," 
"Autumnal Fever," "Continued Fever," 'Ty- 
thogenio Fever," "Infantile Remittent Fever," 
and what has been called "Qastiic Fever" is 
this same difieue. 

UODES OF PBOPAQATION. 

Tbis disease occurs epidemically or sporadi- 
cally. It ia very common to hear that there 
is an epidemic of typhoid fever prevailing in 
some town not far away daring tne antamn or 
latter part of snmmer, and the epidemic com- 
monly oontines until cold weather arrives, 
with an occasional case during the winter. 

It is certainly communicable, in one way or 
another, from one person to another. I could 
give a large nnmber of illustiationB of this 
fact. Tynhoid fever was prevailing in the 
' — 'n of Plymouth, A boy came from Ply- 
ath to Mr. B.'s honee, fourteen miles dis- 
t, and was there taken sick with typhoid 
ir. The disease ran its course in about 
.r wtekp, but before the boy began to re- 
er, Mr. B., Mrs. B., and their children 
■B taken sick with the same disease. There 
I been no typhoid fever in the locality in 
ich B. lived for severtri years. In this man- 
it spread through a school- dietricL Nearly 
^he persons who spent much time in this 



infected house, assisted in washing the clothes 
and in taking care of the patients, had the 
disease. Those who visited the sick by day 
did not contract it so frequently as those who 
took oare of them at night. About twenty- 
five perBone were attacked in this sohool-dia- 
triot, and then its spread ceased. 

Typhoid fever was prevailing in the town 
of Riehniond. A boy who had been living 
there, and in a house where a family was 
afflicted with it, went to his father's honee in 
Canaan, New York. He was taken stok in 
hia father's house with a disease that had ex- 
actly the same history as that prevailing in 
the town of Riohmona. There nad been no 
typhoid fever in Canaan for several years, and 
now a little epidemic spread through the 
town. I oould cite many other instances in 
whioh the disease has been carried by a well 
person from one town to another — illustra- 
tions, not of the oontagionsneas of the disease, 
hot of its oommunicability perhaps, by the 
intestinal discharges. 

That typhus fever is oommnnioated by the 
effluvia ansing from the sick person I enter- 
tain no doubt; bnt I do entertidn a doubt 
whether typhoid fever is communicated in the 
same manner. 

I will DOW call your attention to other modes 
in which this disease seems to be propagated. 

I have here a memorandum with reference 
to propagation of typhoid fever through the 
met^ium of milk. 

The Medical Inspector of Leeds, England, 
traced the cause of an epidemic of typhoid 
fever that broke out in that city to the milk, 
which, for a certain locality in the city, was 
obtained at a country farm-house, where a 
patient was sick with typhoid fever. 

Dr. Littlejohn, MedicaJ Inspector of Edin- 
burgh, reports in September, 1877, the occur- 
rence of several oases of typhoid fever in the 
West End, and believes that they were oansed 
by milk sold from a dairy where a person was 
sick with the disease. 

"At the present time," he says, "over twenty 
famities are suffering severely from the disease, 
and several cases have terminated fatally." 
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The next memorandam relates to the olothea 
of the sick person. Prof. Lebert, of Brealsn, 
reports fonr cases of typhoid fever ooonning 
amoDg Tomen employea to wash the clothes 
nsed oy patients pick in the hospital with that 
disease. He thinks they were probably the 
riotims of careleeeness, bnt I shonld say really 
of ignoranoe. These women lived in difierent 
sections of the city. 

Here is another memorandam relating to 
the transmission of the poison by running 
water: 

A miller in Scotland had typhoid fever; hia 
excreta wen.; ihrown into a poad which oom- 
municated liy means of a ditoh, with a small 
stream below, the water of which was nsed 
for drinking by those living along the border. 
The discharjies from « second patient sick 
wi^h the same fever were thrown into the 
same pond. A few davs i^ter, foar men who 
obtained water from toe stream a mile below 
were attacked with the same disease. There 
had been no case of typhoid fever in this 
region for a long time. 

In the town where I have my sammer home 
there was obtained the history of an oooar- 
rence which is very striking. Twenty young 
persons went upon a pio nio excnrsion. They 
took their refreshments by the side of a clean) 
bright looking stream, and drank of its water. 
In due time eighteen of these persons were 
attacked with what was called typhoid fever; 
several died. The question, wnere did the 
poison come from? is one of a good deal of 
mtsreat. That it did not oome from the pro- 
vision baskets seems certain, beoaose there was 
no tyi'hoid fever in the town. To my mind, 
tbere is but little donbt that it came from the 
stream; and yet it is not known that a typhoid 
fever patient lived upon the stream, or that 
the exoreta of a person siok with typhoid 
fever were emptied into it. It is altogether 
likely, however, that privy washioKS in some 
way had oommuDication with the stream; or 
it may have been a case of unrecognized ty- 
phoid fever ooourred at some point along its 
course, and that the excretions of the patient 
were thrown into it. 

The question whether the excretions from 
healthy persons can produce typhoid fever, 
when thrown into a Stream in this manner, is 
not fully settled. But it seems to be improb- 
able. 

At Bellevne Uospital, however, it has been 
occasionally reported, partionlarly during the 
dry weather of summer, that aoase of typhoid 
fever has ooourred in the wards. I no sooner 
hear this statement than I make an inspection 
of the water- closet, and have not yet failed to 
find that it was exceedingly fotu, and that, 
because of the exhaustion of the reservoir of 



water with which it is washed out, the basins 
have been used without cleaning. Now, 
whether this is what has been called oess-pool 
^ever, or whether it is typhoid fever, is not, as 
yet, easy to determine, for observations suffic- 
iently extensive have not been made. 

Some years ago a disease broke out in a 
large school for girls, at Pittsfield, Mass. Dr. 
Fauner, of Ann Arbor, Mich., and Drs . Ford 
and Oreene, of Pittsfield, after making a 
pretty thorough examination of the question, 
reported that they had no doubt that the dis- 
ease was typhoid fever, and also had no donbt 
that it arose from foul sewers connected with 
the building. There was a blind sewer of 
considerable size, into which the washings of 
the water-closets were emptied, and the accu- 
mulation had become so oonsideriAle that it 
had set back sufficiently to contaminate the 
entire building with its lonl exhalations. Xo 
person sick with typhoid fever had been in 
the institution previous to this outbreak. 

In my own mind the question is a little un- 
settled, whether the excretions from healthy 
persons can produce typhoid fever. My im- 
pression, however, is, that when these oases 
are closely ezainined in the new light, they 
wilt be found to be what is described as cess- 
pool fever. 

In the volume of TransaeUons of the Medi- 
cal Society of the State of Kew York, for the 
year 18T7, Dr. Stoddard, of Rochester, makes 
a report bearing upon the possible diffusion of 
typhoid fever which Is of much importance. 

The reporter says that "a oertain limited 
section in the city of Rochester was invaded 
with typhoid fever, while the other parts of 
the city were exempt from the disease. Ex- 
amination limited this area to about five acres. 
In the centre of this district was situated a 
welt, the surroundings of which were extremely 
filthy. About thirty feet distant was a privy 
and the drainage of the vault was towards the 
well. On opening the veil the water was 
found clear and free from odor or taste. On 
microscopical examination, nothing unusual 
was found, and chemical examination dis- 
closed little else of importance beeide a con- 
siderable amount of sodium chloride. The 
presence of the sodium chloride pointed to 
sewage pollution, as proved to be the c 
To test the influrace of the water upon t' 
using it, a thorough census of all the fam. 
in this district was takmi; the namher of 
sons using the water ascertained; also 
number using water from any other soc 
and the oases, character of iHness, and de: 
which had ooourred during the previous 
months. This was done with the foUow 
result: 

"Eighty-seven families, oonusting or 
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persona, occupy the diatrict; forty familieB, 
oompriaiDg 2i9 persoDe, use water from the 
well. Among these oconrred tventy-three 
oaaea of typhoid fever and one of diphtheria 
durin2 the period taken. Forty-seven fami- 
lieB, ooneiating of 273 pereong, did not ose the 
■water. Among these ooourred only two oases 
of typhoid fever during the same period. 
Among those nsing the water the ratio of 
sioknesB was one in every 9.12, Among those 
DOtusingthe water, one in 139.5, or fifteen 
times aa mnoh sickness from zymotic disease 
among the families using the water. It was 
aeoertained that the first case of typhoid in the 
district, daring the time oonsidered, ooeurred 
in the family oi;-:upyina the premises on which 
the laell was located. This well was immedi- 
ately dosed, and not another neto case of ty- 
phoid had appeared after two months in this 
flection." 

Dr. Stoddard, I suppose, infers that the 
alvine discharges from this first patient were 
thrown into the privy mentioned, and by drain- 
age made their way into the well, and that 
this was the real source of the poison which 
was disseminated through this district. 



THB LESIONS OF TTPHOID PEVEE. 

The most important of the lesions of typhoid 
fever is found in the blood, and yet we do not 
know fally in what that lesion ooneists. We 
find that as the disease advances, the blood be- 
comes less and less ooagulable, so that at the 
termination of some of the fatal cases it will 
Dot coagulate at all. That thia loss of coagu- 
lability IS progressive is learned pretty clearly 
from some observations made in Belle vue 
Hospital, For example, a suffioieat quantity 
of blood was drawn in the first week of the 
disease, to enable us to ascertain its qualities, 
and it then coagulated like healthy blood; in 
the second week it coagulated but feebly; and 
in the third week portions of it did not coagu- 
late at alL These were severe oases. 

It is a question whether this change is due 
to a real diminution in the quantity of fibrin, 
or whether it is caused by such change in the 
quality a^ prevents it from forming fibres. 

In addition to the fact that the fibrin seems 
not to be present in normal quantity, there is 
a disintegration of the coloring matter of the 
3d, and the formation of dark pigments, 
ken of as occurring in the blood of penons 
- have remittent or intermittent fever, 
7 reason of the .change which occurs in 
blood, it is supposed to lose much of its 
-itive power, 

>Be organs, therefore, which receive a full 
f.y of blood are likely to suffer most 
ice, the spleen beoomea enlarged and soft- 
d. The softening is so considerable some- 
" *>>at the organ is pultaceous, andean be 



very easily puncturated by the finger. It has 
a dark color, and the enlargement is usually 
to two or three times its natural size. The en- 
largement and softening of the spleen is al- 
most a constant lesion in the fatal cases. In 
almost all cases of typhoid fever some en- 
largement can be detected by percussion du- 
ring life. In the abortive cases the splenic 
Lesion may not be present; and also, in those 
oases which terminate fatally early, it is not 
ao marked. 

The mucous membrane of the stomach 
naturally receives a full supply of blood. This 
membrane, therefore, in about one half of the 
fatal cases, is found thickened and softj and 
more vasoular than normal. 

Again, the heart receives a free supply of 
blood. Its functional activity is somewhat in- 
creased iti this disease, but the organ is not 
well nourished, and it undergoes softening, so 
that when removed from the body and laid 
upon the table, to use tH. Louis' expression, it 
falls together "like a wet rag," in about one- 
half of the fatal cases. Its color is darker 
than normal; and the color of the uotuntary 
muscles ot the body is also dark. 

In many of the fatal ca^es there is a change 
oocurring in (Ae lungs. The posterior portion, 
below the level of the great vessels which 
carry on the circulation, nodergoes such a d&- 
gree of congestion, that the lung tiasne be- 
oomes really softened. Inasmuch as this 
change in the lungs produces an appearance 
somewhat like that seen in the spleen, ia is 
called spleniza-tion. The Inngs become greatly 
engorged with blood, present a dark appear- 
ance, and during life there is evidence of con- 
siderable effusion into the the bronchial tubes. 
If typhus can be said to be a disease without 
lesions, typhoid can be said to be a disease 
having a great <^&°y- "^^^ brain does not un- 
dergo softening. The liver docs not undergo 
softening, and why not, I am unable to say. 

Besides the lesions already mentioned, we 
have to speak of ulceration of mucous mem- 
branes, the most important of which is the 
ulceration occurring in the mucous membrane 
of the intestinal canal. This has been called 
the Peyerian lesion, but that term does not 
fully describe it, because the same change oc- 
curs upon a smaller scale in the solitary glands. 
The ulceration of Peyer'a patches has also 
been called the characteristic lesion of typhoid 
fever. There is also a tendenoy to ulceration 
in other mucous membranes, in the throat for 
example, and upon the epiglottis. 

What is knows of the Peyerian lesion I will 
now describe. The fiist thing noticed in these 
Peyerian patches is an elevation of the maoous 
membrane; there is not much vascularity in 
the new material which produces the eleva- 
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tioD, hence they are rather pale.- This pale, 
elevated Biirface, oot infretjaeotly, u dotted 
witli black points, wMoh give it an appear- 
ance somewhat resembling a newly Bhaven 
ohLn; it has bean oalled the Bhaven- beard ap- 
pearance. The Peyerian patches first affected 
are those near the ileo-cteoal valve; the dia- 
eased action advances upwards, and m ex- 
ceptional oases glandnlar changes may beseen 
in the dnodenam. In these Peyerian patches, 
and in the mnoons membrane that oovers 
them, a new material is deposited, which is 
partially cellular, and partly granular, and 
possesses a very low decree of vitality. There 
IS considerable vasonlarity in the mncons mem- 
brane adjacent to the Peyerian patoh, bat 
none on elevation itself. 

Gradually the new material, which has been 
deposited in these patches, softens. It softens 
somewhat irregularly, so that the mncoos 
membrane upon them will he perforated with 
numerous little openings. These botes become 
larger and larger, and some of them ooalesoe. 
In this manner a considerable portion of the 
elevated part is removed, and an nicer with 
overhanging edges formed. By a continuance 
of the same def^erative process into granules 
and oily material the remainder of the gland 
structure ifl removed and the ulcer covers the 
whole patch. Thus everything u removed 
which lies inside the moscular layer of the in- 
testine. When this is completed the process 
of healing commences, and a delicate mem- 
brane ia soon formed which oovers the entire 
surface of the nicer. This membrane grows 
thicker and thicker until the process of cica- 
trization is completed. The Peyerian glands 
are not again formed, nor are the villi repro- 
duced which normally cover the affected 
patches. There is remaining then simply new 
fibrous tiasne, which assnmeH the appearance 
of mncouB membrane. Cicatrization occnrs 
first upon the ileo-otecal valve, or near it, and 
advances upward. In some instances the re- 
parative process can be seen in the lower part 
of the small intestine, while higher up the ad- 
vancing stage of degeneration exists. 

Here I mnet repeat, heoanse it ia so apt to 
be forgotten, that aaaociated with this ulcera- 
tion of the Peyerian patches there is always 
enlargement of the metenteric glands. The 
process, then, ifl not simple, but one which in- 
volves two important parts of the body. With 
reference to the ulcers, in a very great majority 
of cases the ulcerative process is arrested at 
the muBCular layer of the inteBtines. In some 
casea it grows deeper, and destroys a portion 
of that coat; and, m about three out of one 
hundred fatal cases, death ia produced by 
peritonitis following perforation of the intes- 
tine. 



When perforation occurs, the case almost 
always terminates fatally; and yet I am pretty 
confident that I have cured one ease m the 
person of a physician. He had well marked 
typhoid fever, was in the third «eek of the 
•Bsease, when suddenly pain was developed in 
the abdomen, and was accompanied by great 
prostration. At first the pain was confined to 
one apot; it soon spread, however, over the 
entire abdomen ; the pulse became rapid and 
small, the features were pinched, and there 
wag no doubt but the perforation of the bowel 
had occurred. He was treated pretty vigor- 
ously with opium, and finally recovered. I 
urged him to order in hia will, that at his 
death a post-mortem examination Bhould he 
made for the purpose of deciding whether or 
not the diagnosis was correct; bnt he failed to 
do so. Perforation of the bowel does not oc- 
cur in the early stage of the disease. These 
ulcers may also cause another symptom which 
sometimes is alarming and serious. They 
sometimes reach a blood-vessel of conaiderable 
size, penetrate ila ooats, and thus give rise to 
hemorrhage. The proportion of caees in which 
hemorrhage from the hcwels, miore or lesa 
severe, occurs in typhoid fever u. somewhat 
greater than that in which perforation takes 
place. The danger from hemorrhage depends 
upon the size of the vessel opened; but it is 
always a grave symptom. Yet several hem- 
orrhages may occur, and no great amount of 
exhaustion be produced. 

These are toe important facts connected 
with the lesions of typhoid fever, if we do not 
include among them the eruption. As the 
emption is commonly oalled a symptom, we 
will refer to it under Uiat head, at which point 
we have now arrived. 

STMPTOMS OV TTPHOID FEVER. 

The invasion of typhoid fever is almost al- 
ways rather insidious. A person may rise in 
the morning feeling as well as usual, bnt, in 
the course of the day, he may feel a certain 
degree of illness not easily described — perhaps 
has wandering pains about the body and head- 
ache; he may nave little creeping chills down 
the back, and has no desire for food. If be 
examines his puUe, it ia found to be aome- 
what accelerated. This indefinite period ia of 
indefinite duration, and may extend ove 
day or two. The beginning of the fevei 
dated from the chill. The chill is not a h 
shake, but little chills are produced by p 
ting the hands into cold water, or by cold 
falling upon the patient; or without these ] 
vocations the little chills may diffuse th 
selves over the back and body. I have soi 
times called these (diitly sensations dilu 
chiUa. In the meantime the temperature" 
the body ia increased, and the pulse hai 
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creased in freqaeuoy, Bt the end of the 
eeoond day there is asasllr oonriderable far 
on the tongne, and it wiU be literally of a 
Bnotr-white oolor. The patient perhaps has 
not yet taken to hU bed, and he will ait by 
the fire, even in moderately Tarm weather, in 
order to remove this ohiUy feeling, 

Theae symptoms increase gradnally; the 
patient goes to bed ; the pnlae gradnally in- 
creases in freqaenoy from day to day; the 
temperature of the body becomes a little more 
elevated each day for aDottt one week. In the 
meantime the mind osually remains clear. 
The coanten&noe does not have the dnsky hne 
seen in typbne, and the eyes do not become 
saSased. 

Id a oertain proportion of oases, on one of 
the early days of the diseass, epistaxis ooonrs. 
It is nothing alarming, and may be repeated. 
The patient gradually loses strength. There 
is also, pretty early in the disease, tenderness 
in the epigaetrinm, and also teademess in the 
right iliac region. As the disease advances it 
is not nnoommon to get gurgling in the right 
iliao region or palpatioo. Pretty soon the 
bowels begin to be distended; digestion, intes- 
tinal as well as gasttio, is incomplete, and the 
SLsea accnmnlate in the intestinal tnbe. 
radnally a tympaoitio state of the bowels ie 
prodnoed, which is neaally qaite noticeable. 
In some oases the tympanitic distention of 
the bowels becomes so considerable as to be 
the cause of suffering and diffioalty of breath- 
ing. 

Pretty early in the disease a diarrhcea be- 
gins; and by a diarrhcea is meant two or more 
uqnid stools in twenty-fonr hoars. A diarrhcea 
is present in the majority of cases, yet It is 
not essential to the existenoe of this disease. 

Oocasioiially these evacuations are malti- 
plied to the nnmber of fifteeu or twenty in 
twenty-four hours, but usually there are not 
more than five to eight. There is a peculiar 
brownish hne to the discharges, which has 
been regarded by some as characteristic; but 
I am nor sure about that. 

The mind remains olear for a few days, and 
then, in the graver cases, comes that mutter- 
ins delirium already considered under the 
d of typhus fever. With that there is very 
ily to oooar some obtusenesa of the senses. 
)re is that same deoeption of si^ht noticed 
bus; consequently the patient, when 
, ^ick, will pick at the bed-olothee, and 
air. At the same time he is usually more 
ess deaf, so that you will be obliged to 
ik in a loud tone to make him hear. The 
iriam usually lasts nntil the snbsldenoe of 
fevei , The fnr on the tongue, altfaough 
""rfeotly white oolor at the beginning, 



soon beoomea yellowish, then brown, and in 
the second week of the disease the tongne, 
quite commonly, becomes dry. It may be- 
oome so dry that its movement will give rise 
to fissures, as in typhus, and there will also be 
some collection of sordes upon the teeth, gums, 
and lips. There ia another appearance of the 
tongue not infrequently aeen; the t'ur, in the 
second week, may leave it altogether, and the 
sarfaoe will have a smooth shining appearance 
and a beef-red color. This ia what has been 
oalled the beef tonyue, and it is usually dry, 
but not cracked. — Medkai Record. 



Strychnia and its Antidote. 

A correspondent in Nature says: Wanting 
to banish some mioe from a pantry I placed 
on the floor at night a slice of bread spread 
over with butter, with which I had mixed a 
tbree-penny packet of " Battle's Vermin Kil- 
ler," which contaiae about a grain of strychnia 
along with flour and Prussian blue. The fol- 
lowing morning I woe roused by a servant 
telling me that a favorite Skye terrier was ly- 
ing dead. I fonnd that the mioe had dragged 
thejlioe of bread underneath the looked door, 
and that the dog had thus got at it and eaten 
part efinal to about one-aizth of a grain of 
stryohnia; it lay on its aide perfectly rigid; 
an oooasionsl tetanic spasm abowed that life 
was not quite extinct. Having notes of the 
experiments made by direction of the British 
Idedical Association last year on the antago- 
nism of medioines, and wherein it was con- 
clnsively proved that a fatal dose of strych- 
nia could be neutralized by a fatal dose of 
ohloral hvdrate, and that the minimum fatal 
dose of the latter for a rabbit was twenty-one 
gruns, I at onoe injected nnder the dog'a akin 
forty-five graina of the chloral in solution, my 
dog being about twice the weight of a rabbit. 
In a quarter of an hoar, fancying the dog waa 
dead, as the apasms bad ceased and it lay ap- 
parently lifeless, I moved it with my foot, 
when it at once struggled to its feet, and 
shortly after staggered to its usual corner by 
the parlor fire; it took some milk, and except 
for being quieter than usual, aeemed nothing 
the worse for the ordeal it had passed through. 
That the fatal effects of a poisonona dose of 
stryohnia were thus counteracted so suocesefal- 
ly by what I should say was a poisonous dose 
of ohloral, given hypo denui call y, ia an inter- 
esting fact verifying the experiments I allud- 
ed to. Without such experiments on the 
lower animals, a medical man might often be 
found standing by, helpless to aid his fellow- 
man under similar effects of poi30D.^>7%a 
Daily Orapkic, 
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Malaria and Struma in their relation to 
the Etiology of Skin Diseases. 

BY PROF. L. p. YAUDBLL, M. D., LOUISVILLE, 

KENTUCKY. 

Note. — After the reading of the foregoing 
report, Dr. Bulkley, of New York, moved that 
a committee be appointed to investigate the 
subject clinically, and to report at the next 
meeting. 

Dr. Heitzmann, of New York, opposed 
sach action on the ground that the doctrine 
was an old one, having been brought forward 
by a Hungarian physician. Dr. Poor, ten 
years ago, and having been disproved in He- 
bra's clinia This Hungarian claimed. Dr. 
Heitzmann said, that all acute skin diseases 
originated in malaria, and all chronic skin dis^ 
eases originated in scrofula Dr. Heitzmann 
further declared that there is no malaria in Vi- 
enna 

Dr. White, president of the association, 
stated that nialaria is unknown in Boston: 

Dr. Bulkly, of New York, said that the pa- 
larial element was of little or no account in 
the skin diseases in New York ; and none of 
the fourteen members present were inclined 
to accept my viewa 

The action of my colleagues of the Ameri- 
can Dermatological Association was not unex- 
pected by me ; indeed, it was perfectly natural 
under the circumstancea Men of science 
should be slow to embrace new ideas, and no 
doctrine deserves to receive credence until it 
has been rigorously investigated. All that I 
ask is an unprejuaiced clinical examination 
of this subject by the profession. If my opin- 
ions are correct, then I have brought most val- 
uable truths to light; if my opinions are 
wrong, then the etiology of the skin diseases 
only remains in its former obscurity. The 
statement of Dr. Heitzmann that my views 
are old, and that a Dr. Poor, of Hungary, had 
announced the same doctrine ten years ago in 
(Germany, was news to the other members of 
the association as it was to me. I had believed 
myself to be the discoverer of the important 
facts concerning the causes and treatment of 
skin diseases which I have been teaching for 
five yeara The truth of the ideas in question 
however, and not the priority of their discov- 
ery, is what we are dl interested in. 

Drs. White and Bulkley and Heitzmann are 
gentlemen of learning and distinction in der- 
matology, and I justly appreciate the weight 



of their opinions ; but when they assart that 
there is no malaria in Boston, New York City 
and Vienna, I must venture to take issue 
with them, for I have myself seen ibe eviden- 
ces of the malarial poison in all these cittes, 
and the conditions pit)ductive of malaria as^ 
suredly exist both about and in, these citiea 
That the distinguished, gentlemen whom I 
have just mentioned have not observed the 
evidences of malaria is but negative testimony. 
After my report was completed, I had the 
good fortune to become poss^sed of McCul- 
lough on Malaria, published in 1829, and in 
this most valuable and interesting work I find 
recorded many facts which I had already 
learned in practice, and thought were discov- 
eries of my own- I commend McCuUough 
on Malaria to all who are interested in this 
momentous question. 

From the criticisms which have been made 
on my views, I find that I have not succeeded 
in making myself perfectly understood What 
I have contended for, and what I have reiter- 
ated, is simply this : — Malaria is the chief 
sovrce of acute akin disease. Scrofula is the 
chief source of chronic skin disease. The 
more inveterate cases of skin disease are often 
due to the coexistence of these two things. 
The specific exanthems, of course, are not in- 
cludea here, but I contend that their j>rogress 
and termination are often h/rgely influenced by 
thejpresence of malaria or struma. I do not 
claim that malaria or sirunut are the sole cau- 
ses which produce the dermatoses Indeed, 
many of tne dermatoses may exist indepen- 
dently of malaria or struma, and most fre- 
quently some exciting cause is necessary to 
develop the cutaneous eruptkxL Among the 
exciting causes are irritants, injuries, insuffi- 
cient or improper ingesta, vicissitudes of tem- 
perature, alcohol, dentition, menstruation, par- 
turition, lactation, etc. The proo& of the 
truth of my views are, in the first place, that 
the diseases of the skin are cured more cer- 
tainly and more quickly by the antistrumous 
remedies on the one hana, and by the anti- 
malarial on the other, than can l)e done by 
any other line of therapeutics ; and in the see- 
ond place, that careful and painstaking ii 
tigation will, in the majority of dermato 
make apparent the existence of the m*^' 
or the struma as the case may be. 

It is a very great, though a very pr^v- 
error, to deny the presence of malaria in e\ 
region where intermittent fever is not foi] 
*^ Malaria does not necessarily produce ii 
mittent ; as the pure and simple original a, 
is rare in many of the most pestifer'^"** • 
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tions of Europe ; yet no one doubts its exist- 
ence in those oountriea'' (MoOuUougli,) 

In this city, Louisville, in its earlier history 
remittent was a most frequent and a very fa- 
tal form of fever ; now, it is exceedingly rare 
and never severe of fatal. Pernicious inter- 
mittent was once a not uncommon malarial 
manifestation in this region ; now it is almost, 
ii not entirely unheard of. Shaking agues, 
genuine chills, were twenty years ago even 
excessively common, and nowadays dumb 
chills or other "masked intermittents" have 
nearly entirely superseded them. Malaria is 
beyond question most virulent and rife in the 
warmer regions of our country ; but except 
possibly in exceedingly circumscribed locali- 
ties, it will be found to exist from land's end 
to land's end, and in similar climates in other 
countries the same I am convinced is equally 
true. 

The ancients were well acquainted with 
malaria. "Those in Greece who rescued 
marsh-lands to cultivation were exempted 
from all taxes and public services ; and the 
very fable of the Lemoean Hydra and the 
deeds of Hercules, is but the poetical reoord 
of a successful operation of this nature." 
(McCullough.) 

In conelusion, I desire to impress upon the 
reader that my views are not confined to the 
skin diseasea What produces disease here 
wiU produce it in all the other organs of the 
body. What is true of dermatology is equal- 
ly true of gynecology and ophthalmolo^ and 
otology, and it is just as true of the diseases 
of all the other regions of the body. Acute 
leucorrhoea, amenorrhoea and dysmenorrhoea, 
the acute ophthalmias and otitis, acute cough, 
neuralgias, diarrhoeas and dysenteries, for ex- 
ample, are, according to my experience, more 
often directly or indirectly caused by malaria 
than any other cause, and are most satisfac- 
torily managed by quinia and iron. 

A general practitioner of medicine myself, 

I appeal to the general practitioners in the 

country and in the cities to give these matters 

careful thought and patient investigatipn. 

Bear in mind how little the mere statement of 

atient is worth. Interrogate all his organs 

1 functions, and compare his tongue and 

1, and expression ana pulse, and dischar- 

and sensations, with nis assertions ; and 

'^te and reiterate your questions until you 

confident the patient is not intentionally 

inintentionally deceiving you. Oftentimes 

ir client will assure you that he has no 

'^ or fever, no time of particular drowsiness 



or irritability, or depression or languor, or 
thirst or pain, or itching or couj?h, or diar- 
rhoea, ana so on ; and yet you wiBfind, after 
profuse questioning, that he has not stated the 
met, and that he has some periodical symp- 
tom. No figure could so perfectly typify ma- 
laria, as does the hydra. It forms like the 
hydra's heads, are lumost innumerabla Dif- 
ferent writers differentiy estimate the num- 
ber of heads possessed oj the &bled hydra, 
and so do medical men differ as to the num- 
ber of forms taken by malaria. 

I trust the repetition indulged in in this 
note may be pajdoned, because of its seeming 
necessitv in order to impressi my meaning more 
distinctly. 



To Cure Chills without Quinine. 

How to cure chills and fever without Qui- 
nine, which I never use in any fonn. When 
called to see a patient pefore the chill comes 
on, I order tiiem to soak dieir feet in a solu- 
tion of salaaratus water, about as warm as the 
feet can bear it Wipe them dry, then sponge 
the body in the same way, wipe dry, get into 
bed, put a jug of hot water at the foot of the 
bed, over tine sheet and under the quilts, place 
the feet against the jug, take diaphoretic pow- 
ders or dK>ps, which ever are the most agree- 
able to the patient Repeat as often as the 
physician prescribes, until a deep state of 
perspiration is produced, and then keep quiet 
until you dry off, then sponge off with warm 
alcohol and water ; repeat two hours before 
tiie time for the next chill or fever to come on, 
then give a diaphoretic powder, the next day 
or two after, often enough to keep the body 
in a moist state ; then give some tonic for a 
few days, and in nineteen out of twentv cases 
they will never have a chill or fever after this 
treatment — The St. Louis Eclectic Medical 
Journal 



•»• 



Treatment of Delirium Tremens. 

C. S. Wills states, in the British Medical 
Joumdy February 2d, that he has used capsi- 
cum for more than twelve years in the treat- 
ment of delirium tremens with unvarying suc- 
cess; it has never failed, no matter how vio- 
lent the patient may have been. In extreme 
caseb thirty grains in bolus may be given 
eveiT hour, but milder oases simply require 
smaller doses. — Buffalo Medical and Surgical 
Journal, 
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Treatment ofTubercolar Phthisis. 



BY O. G. POLK, K. D., PHAB. 



D. 



The management of tubercular pbthisifl oon- 
Biflta in the judidotui employment of prophy- 
lactic, hynenic and therapeutical meafiures. 
It may ifeoriefly stated that the prophylactic 
remediee are well ventilated residences, plen- 
ty of fresh air in the sleeping apartments, a 
nch, nutritions diet, and temperance or absti- 
nence in the gratification of the sexual instinct. 

He hygienic embrace the prophylactic in 
combating the already expressed disease. In 
addition to these may be added the abandon- 
ment of occupations which are unfavorable to 
the highest degree of physical vigor, or which 
favor or excite the process of tuberculization. 
The best climates are those in which the at- 
mosphere contains a moderate amount of ozone. 
Absence or deficiency seems to exert a direct 
infiuence in depressing vital vigor uid in ar- 
resting the morphological processes, by which 
repair and waste are counter-balancea; whUe 
an excess seems to produce irritation, and 
awaken if not generate de novo^ inflammatory 
conditions of the respiratory organs. Denver, 
Colorado, Sussex County, Delaware, Asheville, 
North Carolina, and Aiken, S. C, are the 
best locations in the United States. The Li- 
valid homes at Asheville and Aiken are under 
the management of two excellent physicians, 
and offer unsurpassed inducements to the vic- 
tims of tills malady. I recommend the cases 
of incipient disease to Asheville and the more 
advanced to Aiken, but this notion of prefer- 
ence as to stages of disease may be without 
just basis. I never neglect to cause my patient 
to practice deep and forced inspirations, so as 
to force the air into the apices of the lungs. 
If possible, let the patient take a daily ride on 
horseback, or in a carriage, and when this ex- 
ercise cannot be secured, let them ti^e a daily 
walk, with the chest well expanded and the 
shoulders thrown back. 

The diet should consist of broiled beef-steak, 
eggs, oysters, onions, and such vegetables as 
are the most palatable, especially potatoes, 
beans, lentils and peas. Good ale may be 
drank with each meal or with the principal 
meal, or good wine may be XalkeiDi instead. 

Cod Liver Oil is the remedial agent upon 
which the profession places the greatest degree 
of confidence. Whenever it does not disagree 
I give it, but recently I have abandoned every 
form of it, except in combination with extract 
of malt. The combination effected by Messrs. 
Tilden & Co. is the perfect ideal of a cod liv- 
er oil emulsion, concealing better than any 
other excipient its nauseous taste, and the malt 
extract even surpassing pancreatine in prepar- 
ing the oil for assimilation. A tablespoonful 



given thrice daily before or after meals is usu- 
ally attended witii very excellent results, aa 
wiU appear in the record of cases. 

Extract of Malt is now extensively used in 
Germany, France, and England, and many 
physicians of high standing think it even more 
efflcadous than cod-liver oiL The rule how- 
ever which I am following, is to eive the oil 
whenever it is kindly received by the stomach 
and to totally omit, if it excites nausea or in- 
terferes with the appetite or with digestion, 
although were I compelled to choose between 
cod-liver oil and extract of malt, I would not 
hesitate to give the preference to the mall. 

Several of the combinations are valuable 
and may be employed with excellent results; 
the combination with iodide of iron has been 
quite extensively used by me, and I very high* 
ly esteem it: the extract of Malt and Hops 
has ever succeeded in yielding good results. 
I find it relieves the cough, increases the ap- 
petite and procures sleep in cases in which 
other tonics and anodynes have been employ- 
ed without success. The combination with 
Firwein is giving me positive satisfaction, and 
I think is destined to become one of the most 
valued preparations in the treatment of con- 
sumption. 

The phosphorous compotmds have acquired 
a permanent place in the treatment of phthisis. 
Of these, the hypophosphites are the most ex- 
tensively employea, Tney belong to two clas- 
ses — labaratory made hypophosphites, which, 
according to all respectable chemists are mon- 
obasic hy}>ophosphites, the hypophosphorous 
acid containing three atoms of water, with the 
capacity to umte with but one atom of a base. 
This class of hypophosphites was introduced 
by Churchill in 1867. The other, or tribasio 
hypophosphites are obtained from animal brain, 
and wheat, by digesting them in a menstruum 
of alcohol, chloroform, bi-sulphide of carbon, 
and ter-ohloride of carbon. The preparation 
containing all the phosphorous elements of 
brain, in their nitrogenous association, is 
known in medical practice as ^^rotagon,'' 
while there is another preparation, prepared 
by a more complex method known as the 
"Glyoerite of Vitalized Hypophosphites." 
The latter is a much stronger, and a more ex- 
pensive preparation, containing 45 per cer^ '^^ 
phosphorized elements, in 55 per cent, of cl 
loally pure elycerine. My favorite is \ 
'^Glycerite of nLephaline," a solution of hy 
phosphites isolated from their nitrogem 
association and dissolved in chemically p 
glycerine. Each 1 00 parts contains 40 
cent, of phosphorous elements. 

The theory upon which the hypophosphj 
have come into medical practice, was c 
ceived by Churchill of Paris, and I cannot 
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better than quote from Galignani's Meesenger, 
March 1858. ^'Churchill, by a series of scien- 
tific deductions, came, (in 1855) to the conclu- 
sion that it was not only necessary to admit 
that phosphorus existed in the body, in an 
oxidizable form, as bypophosphorous acid, but 
likewise that tlie proximate cause of, or at 
least an indisputable condition to the existence 
of consumption or tuberculosis, was the undue 
waste or the deficient supply of this principle." 

In a paper of mine on the " Phosphate of 
Iron," published in the Medical and Surgical 
Reporter, Aug. 2nd^ 1873, and republished in 
the Druggist's Circular, (Jan. 1874, page 26), 
I said: ''During the summer of 1857 I devot- 
ed especial attention to the study of tubercu- 
losis. Analysis of twenty autopsies gave evi- 
dence of a marked diminution of the amount 
of phosphorus, in the brain and nervous sys- 
tem, with apparent atropy of the cerebellum 
and medulla oblongata. I became convinced 
that the seat of the disease was in the medulla 
oblongata; that through the pneumogastric 
nerve was transmitted, as by a telegraph wire, 
the morbid impression by which the digestive, 
and assimilative functions became impaired, 
and the tubercle originated in the lungs." I 
quote the above, to show that there exists no 
conflicting claims between Churchill and my- 
self. Churchill reached his conclusions in 
J 855, "by a series of scientific deductions" 
while I verified these conclusions by '' analysis 
of twenty autopsies, of the victims of phthisis 
in 1857," and found that a deficiency of the' 
phosphorous elements was a uniform character- 
istic of tuberculosis. 

But I am reiterating a well accepted fact, 
when I state that pulmonary disintegration is 
ever the immediate consequence of inflamma- 
tion. While there is no doubt but that the 
deficiency of phosphorus is a determining 
cause in producing a devitalized condition of 
the pulmonary cell structure, it is equally true 
if pneumonia can be obviated, that tubercular 
deposits will fail to awaken disintegration, 
and that the tubercles will shrivel, be re- 
duced, to an oily character, and thus be re- 
moved, or they will imbibe calcium phosphate 
and be finally expectorated in calcareous mas- 
ses. To obviate the supervention of pneu- 
lia has been a subject of deep concern, 
experiments have failed, but recently I 
e found the nearest approach yet made to 
wishes, in Firwein. A fir wine in which 
mbodied the most perfect blending of bal- 
lic and alterative properties. Twelve 
iths ago, I began testing this agent in tu- 
mlosis, and my experience in sixty eight 
jS just^es me in calling it a very valuable 
rapeutical combination in this malady. The 
~l4 of a few cases demonstrate this. 



First: George A., 1808 S. 9th Street, sent 
for me December 4, 1877. Found him quite 
emaciated, night sweats, diarrhoea, hectic fe" 
ver, cough, hsemorrhages and muco-purulent 
exp^toration; large vomica in right lung. 

Prescribed: 

9 Ext Malt and Cod-liver oil | xvj. 
Tablespoonful thrice daily, before meals. 

]ft Firwein 5 ^v. 

Glycerite of Kephaline | ii M. 

Sig. Teaspoonful thrice daily. 

Deceinber 11th. No improvement; same 
treatment. Dec. 18th. Appetite better, no 
h»morrhage during past week; cough less 
troublesome, expectoration less free, bowels 
regular; continue same treatment. 

December 25th. Still improving, but night 
sweats still keep down his strength. Pre- 
scribed Sulph. AtropiaB, grs. i and Oxide of 
Zinc 3j. M. Div. m pil. no xv. Take one 
in the morning and one at bed time. 

Jan. 1st. Still improving, night sweats still 
continue. 

Jan. 8th. Gaining flesh, appetite excellent, 
cough but little troublesome. 

March 1st. Omit Firwein. Take Extract 
of Malt I xvj. 

Tablespoonful thrice daily until the summer 
opens. 

This case is a fair index of many others, to 
whom I have given this treatment. 
. T. R., aged 30, stone cutter; case well ad- 
vanced, prognosis unfavorable; large vomica 
in right lung; cousb, difficult respiration; un- 
able to lie in bed, emaciation well marked. 
Family history seems entirely free from tuber- 
cular taint. Pronounced his case sclerosis of 
the lung, caused by inhaling particles of stone 
while pursuing his vocation. 

Prescribed Nov. 12th, 1877. Ext. Malt | xij. 
Sig. Tablespoonful thrice daily. 

9 Firwein |xvj. Dessertspoonful every 
3 hours. Nov. 18th. Thinks he is better but 
still is annoyed by his cough. Directed to 
continue the malt extract and take a dessert- 
spoonful of the Firwein in a ^ wineglassful of 
Ferreted Wine of Wild Cherry. 

Under this treatment, he improved until 
Christmas day, when he walked out with his 
brother to dinner, about four hundred feet dis- 
tant, and contracted a slight pneumonia. 

December 27 th. Discontmued previous 
treatment, and prescribed: 

9 Pulv. Camphorsd grs. xxxiL 

Ammonii Carbonatis 3 j. 

Tinct. Opii 3 ii. 

Pulv. Acacisd 3 vj . 

Fluid Ext. Glycyrrh 3 vj. 

AqusB Menth. Virid. . . .q s ad § iv. M. 
Sig. iJessertspoonful every tluree hours. 
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Deo. 28th. No ohance; oontinae the same 
treatment. Deo. 30th. Decided ImproyeDient 
Continae the same treatment. 

Jan. drd. Reenme the Malt and Firwein. 

This patient oontinaed to improve tntil 
February IGth, when hiB father ohanged his 
residenOe. In moyms he again oontraoted 
pneumonia, and died Feb. 20th. 

Although this oaee terminated f atallVi I am 
sure that if he had not oontraoted the last at 
taok of pneumonia, he would have reoovered 
Buffioiently to have lived several years. 

Case 3rd. £. S. J., maohinist^ age 34. Fam- 
ily deoidedly phthisioal. Came under my 
charge October 25th, 1877. 

Prescribed Ext. Malt § ziv. 

Giycerite of Kephaline § ij. M. 

Sig. Tablespoonful thrice daily. 
9 Fluid Ext Yerba Santa. 
Firwein aa % viii. M. 

Sig. Dessertspoonful thrice daily. 

When this patient came into my hands, he 
was decidedly emaciated, a large vomica in 
apex of the left lung, a harrassing cough, mu- 
oo-pumlent expectoration, night sweats, which 
were profuse ^d. debilitating, appetite poor, 
acid eructations after eating. 

Upon the above treatment he has now en- 
tirely regained his health and strength. My 
experience in the other sixtv five cases, is that 
we have in the Ext. of Afalt^ Firwein. and 
Glvcerite of Kephaline, an assemblage of rem- 
edies which will do more in arresting the pro- 
gress of tubercular phthisis, than any known 
remedy, or combination of remedies nitherto 
employed. 
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A Doctress writes to the Australian 

Stax. 

That more quarrels arise between husbands 
aiid wives owing to electrical changes affecting 
their nervoiis systems by occupying the same 
bed than by any otner disturbing cause. 
*^ There is nothing," she says ^Hhat will de- 
range the system of a person who is elimina- 
tive in nervous force like lying in bed all 
night with another person who is absorbent 
of nervous force. The absorber will go to 
sleep and rest all niffht, while the eliminator 
will be tossing and tumbling, restless and 
nervous, and wake up fretful and disheart- 
ened." Nor two persons should habitually sleep 
together, acooraing to this authority; one will 
thrive and the other lose. — The Sun. 
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The new Hotel Dieu is said to contain four 
hundred beds, and to have cost forty millions 
of francs. 
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Music as Mind Medicine. 
STBAirai wrwmom tbat sikgbbs and ▲ 

BAWD PBODIFCBI) OB LUVATTOS YSSTXSDAT. 

ICBKBT FATIBVTS OV BLACKWXLL's ISLAND WHO 
AN HOUS BBVOMI HAD ^BN DUIX, SAD AND 

MANIACAL. 

The experiment of medicating with music, 
minds diseased, was tried for the fifth time in 
the BlackwelPs Island Asylum for Lunatics 
yesterday, and Mr. J. N. {^attison, the pianist 
IS entitled to the credit of originating th*^ plan. 
The experimenters included, oesides Mr. JPat- 
tison, Drs. Geo. M. Beard, M. A. Wilson and 
W. W. Strew, Medical Director of the Asylum ; 
Commissioner Brennan, CSty Chamberlin Tap- 
pan, Police Justice Flammer, Messrs. M. W. 
Wall, T. D. Wilson, W. J. Drake, and of the 
Musical Guild Mr. A. E. Stoddard, Miss An- 
nie Borie and Miss Rosetti. The instrumen- 
tal music was furnished bv Mr. Pattison on 
the piano and by Downing's Ninth Regiment 
Band of forty performers. 

The experiments began with the application 
of the musical remedy to the most stubborn 
chronic cases in the asyluuL The first patient 
introduced to the musical influence was one 
who had been for nine years in the asylum un- 
der treatment for chronic mania. Iirom her 
admission the probability as to her cure has* 
been unfavorable, and the frequent recurrence 
of violent paroxysms, has given no reason to 
change the unfavorable expectation. Yester- 
day she was in one of her violent moods. Mr. 
Pattison first exhibited a heroic dose of Bee- 
thoven's Funeral March. Under its solemn 
and tranquilizing effect, the patient grew qui- 
et in one minute and began to smile. Her 
pulse was 120 when she was first introduced 
to the music, and at the end of the first min- 
ute it had noticeably abated in frequency, al- 
though the exact pulsation was not recorded. 
Two minutes passed and she became violent 
again. Pianissimo passages of the music 
were then played, and she became so quiet 
that she chatted somewhat intelligently with 
Mr. Pattison. Her pulse then was 100. Oth- 
er music of a livelier sort caused a swifter 
pulse and less rational behavior. The verdict 
of the doctors was that she was a good subi 
for musical treatment when administered 
doses intelligently given. On the whole, 1 
experiment as to her was not considered sal 
factory, although on a previous occasion n 
sic had lowered her pulse from 150 to 80. 

The second experiment was upon a worn 
thirty years old, who has been in the asyli 
three vears under treatment for chronic man 
proballljfy for recovery very doubtful 1 
worn u lA violent at all times, and yesterda 
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added profane abuse to her habitual manifes- 
tations of insanity. She . is also subject to 
nervous trembling. When Mr. Pattison be- 
gan a plaintive nocturne by Chopin, her pulse 
iivas wiry, but became fuller almost at once. 
She soon began to talk sensibly and coherently. 
An adagio by Beethoven added to the tran- 
qailizing effect, and after such familiar airs 
as the "Old Folks at Home'' and "Home, 
Sweet Home," her skin became warmer and 
her nervousness passed away. The woman 
was sent back to her quarters without the 
straight jacket in which she had been brought 
to the hall. This was regarded as a very suc- 
cessful experiment. 

No. 3 was a noisy, incoherent and spasmod- 
ically violent Irish woman of thirty-six, who 
has Deen for a year under treatment for mania. 
She was quiet when first subjected to the mus- 
ical influence, but under "The harp that once 
through Tara's halls" her pulse jumped from 
80 to 104. Still, she had been stubborn and 
abusive before, and an interval of good-na- 
tured loquacity was regarded by the experts 
as an improvement in her condition. She 
took great interest in "Kathleen Mavourneen," 
became quieter and more tractable and went 
back to her cell in a quieter humor than she 
had shown for months. 

The fourth subject was a woman of twenty 
eight, who had been afflicted with puerperal 
mania for a year. She was violent on being 
taken into the presence of so many strangers, 
but under soothing music she forgot her self- 
consciousness and her pulse gradually sank in 
frequency from 130 to 115, below which no 
music could reduce it. 

A victim of temporary mania and incipient 
melancholia, aged forty, and three years un- 
der treatment, was passive, and noticed noth- 
ing when introduced into the temporary clinic 
room, still her pulse was very excited. The 
music so charmed her that when she was re- 
leased from the experiment, her pulse had at- 
tained the comparative quiescence of 84 beats. 
The next subject was a woman of thirty- 
two, whose chronic mania, it was thought, could 
not be alleviated. Under the previous musi- 
cal trials her insanity took a religious charac- 
ter. She then fell upon her knees and prayed 
^ ^ emently. Yesterday the same tunes that 
] before awakened her intelligence, again 
] iuced the same effect. The improvement 
< icmed bv the expert lay in the circumstance 
s she refused to kneel. *' I will not kneel 
388 Mr. Cook is here,% she said, and so she 
fed standing. Mr. Cook was her pastor 
s a Grerman woman, and the music that 
I jd her so consisted of familiar German 
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most interestmg experiment was 



upon Martha Porter. She is comely, about 
thirty, and when taken to the asylum was in 
a condition of seemingly hopeless melancholia. 
No treatment effected any change for the bet- 
ter in her downcast expression and voiceless 
apathy. Her natural cravings were gratified 
in the perfunctory fashion of an automa- 
ton. She has been subjected to the musical 
treatment with the most hopeful results yet 
achieved. The first dose, so to call it, aroused 
Jberdnterest enough for her to notice surround- 
ing objects. The second still further awak- 
ened her intelligence, and with the third came 
a child-like affection for the genial and colos- 
sal Commissioner Thomas S. Brennan. Her 
days are spent in counting the hours she must 
be away from him, and she shows a babyish 
delight whenever she is near the Commissioner. 
She occasionally replies to questions addressed 
to her, by others than the Commissioner, al- 
though this is not usual unless she hears the 
music which first aroused her interest. Yes- 
terday she so far recovered that she chatted 
sensibly with whoever addressed her, and so 
lon^ as she heard the music was in a state of 
exultation. 

Two other most valuable experiments were 
upon cases of dementia complicated with a 
condition resembling catalepsy. Both patients 
were totally indifferent to external conditions. 
As is usual in the cataleptic trance, in what- 
ever position a limb was placed it remained. 
If an eyelid was raised by the experimenter, 
there it would remain so, despite sun, wind or 
the contact of anything that would ordinarily 
close the eyelids involuntarily. To all intents 
and purposes, excepting that they existed, 
they were dummies. Mr. Pattison dosed them 
with the^^Bhansodie Hungrois,"and afterwards 
with the "Craale song." Their pulses clumged 
from 80 to 84, and the temperature showed 
marked improvement, although the cataleptic 
condition was not removed. 

The experts summarized their conclusions 
from their observations as follows: 

1. Instrumental music has in some cases a 
temporarily good effect, which varies with the 
nature of the music and its adaptability to 
the temperament of the patient. These qual- 
ities granted, music ix anquilizes the violent, 
soothes the nervous, makes the stolidly melan- 
cholic chatty, cheerful or disposed to weep, 
the latter being regarded as a symptom of im- 
provement. 

2. That in all probability the&>e effects of 
music may be maae permanent by continuous 
treatment adapted to the individual cases, ad- 
ministered in properly regulated doses. 

By far the majority of the patients were the 
victims of stolid, apathetic melancholy, which 
maskecL their faces impeix^tr'iuly at first. 
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Here and there were noisy, chatty or turbu- 
lent maniacs, but they made only an insignifi- 
cant showing among the masses of hopelessly 
obscured mind?, The faces of the majority 
brightened under an air from Mendelssohn. 
The overture to "William Tell" had even a 
more powerful effect. Very few even of the 
most apathetic remained unconcerned, and 
when a storm strain was rehearsed there was 
a buzz among the maniacs that sounded like 
the chattering of many teeth. They had 
caught the very spirit of the music and were 
its subjects. Following- this were marches and 
martial music, under which a number of the 
patients became almost too excited to restrain 
themselves, although they were not violent. 
They were let down graduallj^ from this state 
of exaltation by dancing music and other light 
music until it was thought safe to try the ef- 
fect of singiDg. Mr. A. E. Stoddard sang to 
an audience as quiet and attentive as he could 
desire "The Jolly Raftsman," and, in encore, 
"The Heart Bowed Down." The lunatics ap- 
plauded him to the echo. 

After the "Postillion Waltz" by the orches- 
tra, Miss Annie Borie sang, first, Pattison's 
"Waltz Song," and, in response to an encore, 
"Beware!" The patients received both songs 
enthusiastically, so much so that the orchestra 
was prompted to try the soothing efftct of the 
medley, "Echoes of Killarney." 

The concert proper was ended by Miss Ro- 
setti, who sang a waltz atd "Ave Maria" with 
such expression that the patients became wild- 
ly clamorous for a dance. The indulgence 
was granted, and after the seats had been r«^- 
moved the floor was crowded with dancers. 
Jigs and polkas put life at d mettle into heels 
that had not kept time for years before. Old 
and young, the nysterical and the melancholic 
the violent and the stolid, quadrilled and 
waltzed in ecstacy of excitement for half an 
hour. Finally, at the order of Dr. Strew, they 
paired off and marched to their ^ards without 
any demurrer or manifestation of insubordin- 
ation.— AT F. World. 
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Treatment of Chorea. 
Prof. H. C. Wood, Jr., M. D., suggests as 
a new remedy for chorea the saturated tinc- 
ture of the rhizoma of the common skunk 
cabbage, draeontium fcetidum. It must be 
made from the fresh roots in the fall of the 
year and before drying. Sixtyto ninety drops 
are given three times daily. The basic treat- 
ment of chorea always is tonic. Fowler's 
solution is highly approved of, but it must 
not be used at the same with dialyzed iron. 
The bromide of iron, so highly lauded by 
Dr. Costa, Dr. Wood declares is worse than 
useless. Cimicif uga and bromide of potas- 
sium are also commended. — Mich. Med. News. 



For Journal Materia JMioct. 

Therapeutio Hints. 

BY W. C. BUCKLEY, M. D., PHILADELPHIA, PA, 

Aconitum NapeUus^ {root and haves.) 

The tusual dose, perhaps, employed by phy- 
sicians generally, when used m the form of 
tincture, is from one to five drops and more 
than this in the writers own experience is 
soarcelv ever needed, especially when it is 
given for its febrifuge effects. The tinot. of 
the root is now alone officinal, but having 
been in the habit, heretofore, of prescribing 
the tinct. of the leaves, and having always 
had sufficient power from it, we still hold to 
its use for all febrile and inflammatory affeo- 
tions. If we were to prescribe the tinct. of 
the root internally, we should not give more 
than one half the usual quantity ^ven for a 
dose. For external purposes, the tmot. of the 
root is the more efficient of the two. 

The fluid ext. of aconite is no doubt as good 
a preparation as any, and may be used in the 
place of the tincture. The dose is much 
smaller than that of either tincture, it being 
about from one fourth of a drop to three or 
five drops — these doses are the mmimum sizes, 
meant lor frequent repetition ; they will be 
found efficient, and they are entirely safe. Chil- 
dren require much less at a time, than the 
doses we have named. The solid ext. of aconite 
is used in pill form, conveniently, and may be 
given in neuralgia and rheumatism in doses of 
from the one-thirtieth to the one-fourth of a 
grain, and may be repeated every hour or two 
or three, as may be required. Lq the admin- 
istration of poisonous remedies, we should ^- 
ways give the minimum dose at first, then, if 
necessary, increase its size gradually until the 
desired effect is had. 

In all acute affections, the dose should be re- 
peated at shorter intervals than in the chronic 
or less active form. In acute inflammation, 
with much fever and pain, the dose may oft- 
en be repeated every half hour or hour for the 
first two or three times, then every two or 
three hours until entirely relieved . Aconite 
may be ver^ advantageously combined with 
morphia acetate, or with any other prepara- 
tion of opium when not oontraindicated 
congestion of the brain or other org] 
Where congestion is present, tinot. belladc 
in one or two- drop doses of the tinot. may 
combyied with the aconite, especially if 
congestion be of the brain, lungs or kidn 
The fluid extract of ergot may be also i 
with it, for the purpose of contracting "^^ 
pillaries and thereby promoting balanc< 
circulation. 

Contrary to the old notion that exio 
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few years back, tbat aconite was only of val- 
ue in caseB of neuralgic pain and the like: it 
is now employed in almost every variety of 
affection from the merest headache or neural- 
gic pain to that of the highest state of inflam- 
matory fever. It is to day the great anti in- 
fiatnmatory remedy, with many successful 
practitioners. Its anti-pyretic properties are 
probably equal to that of any other known rem- 
edy and no doubt very superior to many still 
in use. In medicinal doses, employed in fevers, 
it acts rather slowly, but very certainly in mod- 
ifyins the force of the pulse and in producing 
perspiration, thereby lowering the temperature 
of the body. 

It may be relied upon when combined with 
<)hlorate of potassium and belladonna, for the 
relief of all forms of angina, as scarlet fever, 
mumps, quinsy, croup, putrid sore throat, 
diphtheria etc. 

Of course, in the later stages and where scep- 
tic poisons exist, other disinfectants and anti- 
septics are required, used mostly as local rem- 
edies alone, restoratives bemg the general 
remedies demanded. 

In the ordinary sore throajbs we so frequent* 
ly find in the young, a fraction of a drop of 
aconite and belladonna tinctures, with two or 
three grains of chlorate of potass, and a lit- 
tle syrup or sugar and water, is all that is re- 
quired, and it is very probable, when early em- 
ployed, may often prevent a more severe attack, 
ouch has wiUiout doubt often been the case ai 
our hands. 

Inflammation of the lungs, bronchi, bladder, 
kidneys, heart, brain, spine, uterus, vagina, 
urethra, bowels, spleen, muscles, joints, ten- 
dons, eyes, ears, nose and throat are all dis- 
eases in which aconite will be found to rank 
first among the host of anti-iuflammatory 
agents, and probably second to few as a neu- 
rotic. 

In asthma, humid^ or dry^ that is, with or 
without expectoration, aconite is a very excel- 
lent remedy. In the humid or moist asthma 
it may be combined with the fluid extract 
of grindelia robusta; a dose of each may be 
given every two or three hours until relieved, 
uien less frequently. 

In the dry form of disease, aconite may be 

.J. in conjunction with lobelia and hydrocy- 

3 acid, until secretion is established; then 

Lay be given alternately or combined with 

(honidia and elixir of eucalyptus; say, ta^e 

lixir of eucalyptus one drachm, cinchonidia 

grains and tmct. aconite leaves from two 

our drops; mix, and give for a dose, to be 

ated every two or three hours, until a de- 

d change for the better is had, then every 

' or six hours as long as required. The 

' ^^-raot of grindelia will also be found a 



useful adjunct. We have had veiy good re- 
sults from the hydrobromic acid in these cases. 
Also from the use of the bromide of ammon- 
ium in connection with the aconite; nervous 
conditions call for the use of these remedies. 
Bromide of ammonium and hydrobromic acid 
are useful where the dispnoea is connected 
with palpitation of the heart. 

Asthma attended with spasmodic constric- 
tion of the bronchial tubes, often leads into 
dilatation of the right cavities of the heart, or 
to insufficiency of the tricuspid valves; this 
occurs more frequently in emphysema^ the 
symptoms of which are very similar to those 
of ordinary asthma, only more severe. 

The cough, the wheezing, the difficulty of 
breathing, the stricture of the chest, and the 
wind-belching are all as in asthma, difficult, 
only more so. 

The physical signs reveal an expanded chest 
from the collection of air within, also a bulg- 
ing out between the ribs; percussion gives 
consequently, a hollow sound, and there is 
heard on auscultation a feeble vesicular mur- 
mur. The causes being hypertrophy of the 
heart or dilitation of the same, it follows that 
unless fever be present, aconite will be of lit- 
tle avail here, but if there be fever from cold 
or other cause it will be of great utility, but 
lycopus and collinsonia are of use in a great de- 
gree, because they are peculiarly heart^tonics. 
Give ten to twenty drops of the fluid extract 
of either, two or three or four hoars apart. 

[To be contirmed,] 
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F^r JbumoZ Materia Medico. 

Two open Fracture Wounds of the SkuU. 

Cut-wound of the Neck, and Fracture 

of Clavicula and next lower Rib.— 

Recovery. 

BY B. MKNGEB, M. D., SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS. 

A Mexican woman, 40 years old, was wound- 
ed with a hatchet by a man, her former hus- 
band, with intent to kill her. About ^ hour 
after she was struck, I saw the woman lying 
on the ground, the bloody hatchet near by her 
side. She was bleeding profusely from three 
wounds. 

On the centre of the head was an open 
wound which perforated the skull, and on the 
back of her head near the occipital ridge, an- 
other one, also fracturing the skulL The up- 
per wound, about 2^ inches long showed dis- 
tinctly the pulsation of the brain; the bone 
was elevatea on one side above the level of 
the skull, and had sharp edges. The other 
wound showed also clearly the pulsation of the 
brain; it was a very sharp cut-wound, about 1 
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inch in length ; had also received a wide, open, 
sharp cut-wound, 6 inches long, beginning be- 
yond the mastoid process, and ending near the 
middle line of the neck. The cut penetrated 
through the stemoid muscle, reaching very 
close to the carotid artery. 

The bleeding of the veins on that part had 
been very profuse, although it soon stopped 
by ligature and closure of the wound. The 
clavicula near the sternum was fractured, and 
also the next lower rib, at about the same 
place. 

The wound of the neck was immediately 
closed by sutures; also the wound on the back 
of the head. Being without professional as- 
sistance, I could not reduce the elevated bone 
in the middle of the head and thought to per- 
form a partial resection of the same the next 
morning, when, although by heavy hand pres- 
sure of an assistant, the bone was brought low- 
er down, and the wound closed by sutures, 
leaving space enough for the escape of the se- 
cretions. After this: ice-bag on tne forhead; 
antiseptic applications to all three wounds; 
bromide of potassium internally the first night, 
although changing the same in the following 
nights with chloral hydrate (26 grs). During 
the two first days her sensorium was not much 
out of order; the temperature 2 degrees above 
normal; pulse very feeble, 95; she could eat a 
little soup of milk and egge.^ On the third 
and fifth day, when the wound of the neck 
suppurated profusely, discharging an immense 
quantity of stinky pus, which seemed to me to 
come from a communication of the wound 
with the pleura beneath the contusions of the 
chest, and fracture of the clavicle: the sutures 
were all removed, and the interior cleansed 
with salicylic wooh and thoroughly disinfected 
with the ppray of carbolized glycerine. A few 
sutures of the wound in the middle of the 
head were removed also, when some lymphatic 
fluid and pus was discharged by each pulsa- 
tion of the brain. 

No vomiting had occurred up to this time, 
the pulse was also becoming more normal, and 
the sensorium was entirely unimpaired. On the 
6th day the womai^ was very restless, and 
complained over the wound on the neck which 
suppurated profusely. 

From the 7th day on, the wounds were gran- 
ulating speedily, and after the intense suppur-, 
ation was over, the wounds were stitched 
again. The woman was, during this and the 
later time, improving in general: she was nour- 
ished, (with a curved glass tube) by a mixture 
of milk, Ext. Malt, beef, iron and wine. Up 
to the 3rd week she took, every night, 20 grs. 
of chloral, when rest and sleep set in very 
promptly and continued till about 4 o'clock 
m the morning. 



Now in the beginning of the fifth week, 
the woman is sitting up and only the upper, 
larger wound of the skull is not quite closed, 
but cicatrizing rapidly; the wound of the neck 
and back part of the head is entirely closed. 

This is a remarkable case, in so far as either 
one of the wounds would have produced death 
in any other persoii of European and not half- 
Indian race. 

Some time back, a Mexican woman in this 
city had a gun-shot wound in the middle 
line of the forehead, about -J inch above the 
nasal bone, where also, the pulsation of the 
brain was distinctly to be seen, and she also 
recovered entirely, without the least mental 
or physical disorder, and is living this day 
with tbe bullet lodging in some point of her 
interior skull. 



Action of Iron, Cod-liver Oil, ajid Ar- 
senic on the Globular Bichness ol 

the Blood. 

Drs. E. 6. Cutter and E. H. Bradford, of 
Boston, have contributed an article upon thia 
subject to the Jaruaiy member of Amencon 
Jtumal of Medical Sciences. As the result 
of many observaticnsj which ai'e given in 
detail, they have deduced conclusions as to 
the effect upon the blocd produced by admin- 
istration of these drugs, Doth in health and 
diFea^e. We have not space to give the ex- 
periments made, but it is evident the conclu- 
sions arrived at are warranted by the resalt 
observed after contirued experimentation. 

1. In health, iron causes no increase in the 
number of the red corpuscles; but in the pa- 
thological state called anaemia there is an in- 
crease in the number of the red corpuscles 
under its use. 

2. In the healthy subject, cod-liver oil 
caused an increase in the number of the red 
corpuscles and a slight increase in the white. 
In certain pttthological conditioEs this seems 
to be also the case if the medicine is well 
borne. If, however, the morbid process is 
active, and the appetite is disturbed, the 
medicine does not appear to check the conse- 
quent ansamia. 

3. Liquor potassce arsenitis given in health 
caused a progressive decrease in the number 
of the red and white corpuscles, that of 
latter being most marked. In simple ansei 

on the contrary, there seems to be an incr< 
at first of both the red and white corpusc 
After a certain point there is a steady d 
nution of both, however. In the case 
leucocythemia there was a decreaee in b 
the rea and white corpusoles, the decrease 
the latter being very marked. — Toledo M 
and Surg, Journal, 
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A Physician's Experiment. 

[^om Natural 

At a pablio lecture at Salisbunr Hall, Ox- 
ford street, reoently, Dr. T. L. NicholB, of 
Malveni, related particulars of a *' dietetic 
experiment" upon himself which he made 
with a riew to soWing a dfficulty as to the 
quantity of food per diem which would best 
sustain health. He began on November 5, 
his food being chiefly bread, fruit, milk and 
vegetables. During the experiment he had 
taken no flesh meat, wine, beer, spirits, tea, 
coffee or tobacco. With regard to smoking, 
if it were the good thing people said it was, 
why not encourage their wives and daushters 
to smoke? Medical authorities differed as to 
the quantity of food that should be eaten, 
and it was a copimon belief that the more 
food we ate the greater would be our strength. 
The first week, the lecturer stated, he hved 
on bread, milk fruit and vegetables, the total 
weight being 8 lbs. 9i oz., costing 8s. Id., i. 
e., a daily average of 8 3-14 oz., costing 5.2- 
7d.; this was slightly below his standard of 
6d. a day. He felt better and clearer and 
brighter than usual. The second week he 
studied quality rather than cheapness, his 
food being Food of Health, milk and fruit. 
Total weight, 4 lbs. 4-^ oz. ; cost, 3s. 8d. ; ave- 
rage per diem, 9 6-7 oz., costing 6 2-7d., and 
nothing could have been better, physiologi- 
cally, than the effect of that food upon him. 
His digestion was simply perfect and |;he ac- 
tion of the whole system as good as it could 
be. He then discontinued milk as unneces- 
sary. For the third week the total amounted 
to 3 lbs. 2 oz., equal to Is. 9d., giving an 
average of 7 1-7 oz. of food, costing only 3d. 
per day. Milk was not so cheap for food as 
brloster, Dutch and American cheese, because 
they had to pay for the water it contained. 
Doctors recommend 2 or 3 lbs. of food daily 
to repair the waste of the system; but he as- 
serted that the waste of brain atoms and 
nerve force could not be measured. The food 
eaten had to be disposed of at great cost of 
life and strength, and he believed the wisest 
plan was to eat the smallest quantity that 
would properly support the body. The fourth 
week, his food being similar, weighed 3 lbs. 
* '^z., costing Is. 2^d., giving an average of 
;., equal to 2d. per day. He considered 8 oz. 
minimum and 12 oz. the maximum quan- 
' of food that should be taken per day 
) total weight of his food during the four 
)ks was 14 lbs, 6 oz., costing 9s. 3id.; 
rage per week, 8 lbs. 9^. oz.; per day, 8 ( z. 
ting per week, 2b. 5d., and per day 4 l-7d. 
then added somps, puddings, eggs, &c., 
. the fifth week his food weighed 3 lbs. 12^ 
'H>sting ds. 4d., being at the rate of 8 4-7 



oz., at 5 5-7d. per day. For the sixth week 
the figures were 63 oz., at 3b. Id., ov 9 oz. at 
3 4-7d. per day. He had taken the diet with- 
out stimulants and had experienced a constant 
increase of health and strength and power to 
work, and his weight had remained at about 
12st. 2 lbs., except that at the end of the fourth 
week there had been a slight decrease which 
had since been recovered. The experiment 
had been fairly made upon an average subject 
and the results were satisfactory. He was con- 
vinced that they ou^ht to sive rest to the 
stomach, and that this would cure all cases of 
dyspepsia. The diet question was at the root 
of all diseases. Pure blood could only be made 
from pure food. Proper attention to diet 
would reduce the rate of infant mortality and 
remove many diseases. If the drink of a na- 
tion were pure aud free from stimulating qual- 
ities and tne food was also pure the result 
wouid be pure health. — Daily Graphic. 



-♦•♦- 



Amputation of the Penis.— Transplanta- 
tion of the Urethra. 

The ordinary method of amputating the 
penis is always followed by the great mcon- 
venience that the patient cannot urinate in 
the erect posture without wetting his clothes. 
Prof. Thiersch has successfully overcome this 
difficulty by transplanting the remnants of 
the urethra into the perineunu In the case 
operated on, the whole organ, from the ure* 
thral orifice to the root was the seat of one 
larffe ulceration, surrounded by hard, raised 
and everted margins. The urethra was ex- 
posed to the extent of two centimetres; in the 
ineuinal regions existed a number of hard, 
indolent, enlarged glands. The penis was 
amputated at its root. From the lower mar- 
gin of the wound an \pcision was then carried 
along the scrotal raphi into the perineum, 
dividing the scrotal sac into halves. By deep- 
ening the incision the urethra was reached 
and dissected off its surroudings towards the 
bladder to the length of two centimetres. 
The urethra was then turned down to the 
perineum and fastened to it by stitching the 
mucous lining to the external integument. 
Catgut satures were used to close the wound; 
drainage tubes were put into both angles of 
the wound; a fiexible catheter was kept in the 
transplanted urethra, and salicylated dressing 
applied. Three months after the operation 
he was discharged from the hospital. He 
could then, by raising the scrotum, dischargee 
the urine at an angle of 45 degrees, in the 
erect posture, without soiling his clothes or 
body. A re-examination of ^e urethra, made 
a year later, showed the condition of the 
transplanted urethra, and its satisfactory 
function still unchanged. — Detroit Lancet. 
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Investigations on the Local Effects of 

the so-called Astringents npou the 

Blood Vessels. 

Dr. EL Rosenstein, ( Wuefinimrgy Phya, Med, 
Yerhdlg,, 1876,) examined the effects of bo- 
latioDs of argentam nitricunii plumbi acetas, 
acidnm tannicnm, gallicnm and pyrogal- 
licum, ferrnm sesqaichloratum and alnmen, 
bj applying them to the mesentery of cnra- 
nzed frogs, and measuring the calibre of the 
affected vessels with the micrometer. The 
niost powerful contraction was produced by 
nitrate of silver in a solution of one to ten 
per cent., the observations being often dis- 
turbed by the ensuing partial opacity of the 
tissues. The contraction in many cases mvolved 
one-half of the lumen, both of the arteries 
and veins, being less marked in the capillaries, 
and manifesting itself in the course of a few 
seconds. R. observed a stoppage of the cir- 
culation in the affected vessels, which, was 
permanent in the capillaries, but at times only 
transitory in the arteries and veins. Tannic 
acid, contrary to expectations, was found to 
have the opposite effect, dilating arteries, 
viens and capillaries, as much as one- half of 
their calibre, while they became at the same 
time choked with blood corpuscles. The di- 
lated vessels immediately contracted on the 
application of nitrate of silver. Gallic and 
pyrogallic acids were found to have the same 
effect as tannic acid. Acetate of lead pro- 
duced a contraction of the arteries and veins, 
though less markedly than nitrate of silver. 
Its effect could not be traced to the capilla- 
ries. Occasionally, a stoppage of the circu- 
lation was observed. The vessels almost in- 
variably contained white coagula, consisting 
of conglomerated, colodess blood corpuscles, 
often adhering to the walls of the vessels, 
and thus giving to their transverse sections a 
beaded appearance. A ten per cent, solution 
of liquor fern sesquichorati had no percep 
tible effect. A fifty per cent, solution caused 
a contraction of the vessels, though in a still 
lower degree than acetate of lead. This con- 
traction was limited to the arteries and veins, 
while the capillaries remained dilated. A 
frequent re^mlt was coagulation and discolo- 
ration of the blood within the vessels. A 
discrepancy was observed in the results of the 
various experiments with alum solution. The 
vessels were in some cases contracted, in others 
dilated; while in others again, no appreciable 
change was noticed. In the capillaries, espe- 
cially the smaller ones, the circulation often 
ceased. In order to prevent reflex action, he 
extirpated the spinal column of the frog, and 
destroyed the communication between the ves- 
sels and the heart, without changing in any 



way the local effect of the substances above 
mentioned. From the results of these exper- 
iments the author infers that only nitrate of 
silver and acetate of lead can be said to exert 
an astringent action, i. e.y to cause contraction 
of the tissues, this effect being of uncertain 
occurrence in alum, and the liq. fern sesqui- 
chlor., and entirely absent in the tannic acid 
group. — Toledo Med. and Surg, Journal. 



•♦•♦■ 



Emplovment of Anaesthetics in Labor. 

M. Piachaud read a paper before the Inter- 
national Medical Congress of Geneva (&ajs. 
Medical, — Med, Becora) in which he advanced 
the following conclusions: 

1. The employment of ansBsthetics is, as 
a general rule, advisable in natural labor. 

2. The principal substances which have 
been used for this purpose up to the present 
time are ether, chloroform, amylene, lauda- 
num, morphia hypodermically, chloral by the 
mouth and by injection. 

8. Of these chloroform seems to be per- 
ferable. 

4. It should be administered according to 
the method of Show, that is, in small doses 
at the beginning of each pain, its administra- 
tion being suspended during the intervals. 

5. It should never be pushed to complete 
insensibility, but the patient should he held 
in a state of semiansesthesia^ so as to produce 
a diminution of the suffering. 

6. The general rule is never to administer 
chloroform except during the period of ex- 
pulsion; but in certain cases of nervousness 
and extreme agitation it is advantageous not 
to wait for the complete dilatation of the os. 

7. Experience has shown that an»stheticfl 
do not arrest the contractions of the uterus 
or abdominal muscles, but that they weaken 
the natural resistance of the perineal muscles. 

8. The use of anaesthetics has no unplea- 
sant effect on the mind of mother or upon 
the child. 

9. In lessening the suffering, anaasthetics 
render a great service to those women who 
dread the pain; they diminish the changes of 
the nervous crises which are caused during 
labor by the excess of suffering; they make 
the recovery more rapid. 

10. They are especially useful to calm 

Seat asitation and cerebral excitement wh 
[>or often produces in ver^ nervous wom 

1 1. Their employment is indicated in nata 
cases until the pains are suspended or reta 
ed by the suffering caused by maladies ooc 
ring previous to or during labor, and in th< 
cases where irrigular and partial contractic 
occasion internal and sometimes contin< 
pain, without causing progress of the lafa'^ 
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12. In a natural labor chloroform Bhonld 
never be used without the consent of the 
woman and her family. — Toledo Med. cmd 
Surg, Journal, 



■♦♦♦" 



Viburnuin Prunifolium or Black Haw. 

SY T. A. KNIGHT, M. D., INDBPSNDBNCB, MISS. 

I wish to communicate for the benefit of 
readers of the Journal, a few observations on 
the use of this remedy. As found in this lo- 
cality, the plant is a tree-like shrub^ growing 
in fence rows and along the water courses, and 
is distinguished by rare beauty of leaf and 
flower. It blooms in April, in white clusters, 
very beautiful to the eye^ and the fruit is a 
blue-black berry very grateful to the taste. My 
attention was first directed to its use as a ther- 
apeutical agent, at a Meeting of our State 
Medical Society a few years ago, and since 
that time I have tested it thoroughly in prac- 
tice, with most gratifying results. 

1st. In cases of threatened abortion I have 
found great relief by the use of an infusion, 
made by macerating 1 oz. of the bark of the 
root in a pint of warm water. Dose, one 
ounce of the infusion every hour and a half. 

2nd. As the bark, from its distinctly bitter 
taste evidently possesses tonic properties, I 
determined to try its effect in the intermittent 
fevers so common in this malarial region. I 
accordingly prepared a strong tincture— 4 oz. 
of Bark to 1 pint diluted alcohol. I gave 
this in tablespoonful doses, commencing as 
soon as there was an intermission, and contin- 
uing at proper intervals, until about 4 hours 
before the next paroxysm was expected. I 
found it to act charminglv in preventing a re- 
turn of either chilly or febrile symptomii 

8rd. My own experience satisfies me that 
this remedy should be used as a prophvlactic 
in all malarial districts of country. I have 
urged its use in this way, in the families of 
mj patients, and have had the satisfaction of 
witnessing the benefit occuring. 

4th. I bave also prescribed the powdered 

bark in 5 or 10 grain doses, immediately after 

eating, to check dyspeptic symptoms, acidity 

of the stomach &c., and with the most happy 

ilts. 

" ese crude remarks are hastily thrown to- 
.jr, in hope that others may be incited to 
e the matter fuller investigation. Our pro- 
ion, in undertaking the responsibility of 
ling the sick, binds itself to promote, (so 
as each individual can), accurate knowledge 
;he therapeutical agents from time to time 
ig brought to our notice, in the bountiful 
re house of Nature. And each one, in oom- 
"Wting the practical results of his own 



experiments with comparatively unknown reni- 
edies, while at times conferring a benefit, is 
at all ^imes, certainly discharging a duty. 



-♦♦^ 



Hypertrophy of the Prostate Q-land 
Treated by Electricity. 

BY DR. H. W. STBBBTBR, WATBETOWN, N. Y., 

SUBGBON TO THB JBPFBBSON CO. ALMS HOUSB, 

INSANB ASYLUM AND JAIL. 

We know that the continuous current has 
immense chemico-physiological power of reso- 
lution, over all organized structures. We 
kaow also that the interrupted current has 
immense power of infusing tone and restoring 
muscular contractility. 

Hence, theoretically electricity should be efii- 
cacious in prostatic enlargement. With these 
objects in view, I began the treatment of these 
cases several years ago by electricity. I used 
both currents alternately, and devised my own 
electrodes as common sense dictated to be most 
suitable for different cases. My seances usu- 
ally lasted 40 minutes every other day: it was 
generally necessary to contmue treatment for 
three to four months, sometimes shorter or 
longer time sufficing. The most of my cases 
were past middle life, and had gone through 
the usual orthodox mill of therapeutics in vain. 
The great failure of ordinary treatment even 
in the best hands, is shown by the statement 
of so high an authority as Sir Henry Thomson 
that 35 per cent, of men over 50 years of age, 
are troubled by enlarged prostate, and every 
practitioner knows how extremely prevalent 
18 the disease and how unsatisfactory its med- 
ication. In 10 patients in whom I made a 
Eositive diagnosis of prostatic hypertrophy, 
oth by the general symptoms and by urethro- 
rectal exammation, the electrical treatment 
was perfectly successful, and has remained so 
to this date. A year has elapsed since I trea- 
ted any of these cases, and over two years 
in five cases. In a great many instances of ^ 
functional paralysis or atony of the bladder, 
marked either by inoontiaence or retention of 
urine, I have found the effects of the electrical 
stimulus to almost deserve the title of a spec- 
ific, and also in so-called impotence and want 
of erectile power. The knowledge of the sim- 
ilarity between the electrical and nervous flu- 
ids and its known effects upon the sjrstem, 
would lead us to expect these results in the 
latter cases. At the same time that it is hav- 
ing tliis beneficial local effect, it tones up the 
whole nervous system. And this is almost as 
important in these cases, as the treatment di- 
rected to the seat of the disease itself. In 
fact, in most cases it is absolutely necessary 
as an auxiliary part of the treatment. 
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nv^ Opinions* 



The Chases Solidified. 

M. M. Pictet, of Geneva, and CaiUetet, of 
Paris, are Tunning a close race of discovery. 
M. Pictet, in a very recent experiment with 
hydrogen compreFsed at 660 atmospheres, 
found on opening the stop-cock^ that the gas 
issued with a noise like that of a hot iron bar 
under water, and it had a steel blue color. 
The jet suddenly became intermittent, and 
then there followed a sort of hail of the solid 
particles of hydrogen, which fell with violence 
on the ground and produced a crackling 
noise. Afterward the stop-cock was dosed, 
and there was evidence that a crystalization 
of hydrogen took place within the tube; but 
when the temperature was again raised, the 
gas issued as a liquid. 

M. Dumas, the president of the French 
Academy of Sciences, accepts these facts as 
full confirmation of his theory, long ago ad 
vanced, that hydrogen is a gaseous metaL He 
now adds the statement, that when a person 
drinks a K^ass of water, he imbibes a metallic 
oxide. S^ature^ in mentioning these astonish- 
ing performancep, couples with them another, 
which it regards as yet more remarkable from 
a scientific point of view. M. Pictet has been 
able to measure with a very close approach to 
accuracy, the volume occupied by a given 
weight of oxygen in the liquid state: this was 
found to agree with the volume calculated for 
the 3olid or liquid gas, on theoretic considera- 
tions, by M. Dumas. By means of two Niool 
prisms, M. Pictet observed the jet of liquid 
oxygen in Polarized light, and found strong 
evidence of the presence of solid particles. 

MKTALOTHEBAPY. 

^ From the Gazette des JHbpiiaux of Sept. 29, 
1877, we learn that M. Burg has based a sys 
tem of therapeutics on the now universally 
admitted fact, that the application to the skin 
of certain metals, such as gold, zinc, and cop- 
per, in the form of bracelets, will cause the 
return of sensibility in cases of hysterical an- 
sdsthesia. To ascertain how far this system is 
tenable M. Charcot has administered internal- 
ly to five patients at the Salp6tri6re, the same 
metals that were found to be active when ap- 
plied extemaUy. In three of the cases, it was 
round that the hysterical patients improved 
under the treatment, and two were quite cured. 
A cure miffht have been effected in all the 
cases had uie patients been willing to take the 
medicine as prescribed. 



HOW SUU^HATB OP QUINHSTB APPKCrrS THE FOB- 
TUB AND NEWBORN CHILD. 

M. Burdel maintains in tbe Annales de 
Cygf^ologie^ that when a pregnant woman, 
no matter what be the term of the pregnancy, 
is attacked with intermittent fever, she is lia- 
ble to abort, seven times out of ten, unless 
she is treated with quinine. 

It is very generally believed that this drug 
will itself cause abortion, but M. Burdel re- 
ports several cases, which demonstrate that 
enormous doses of it can be taken without in- 
jury to the embryo, and without shortening 
the course of the pregnancy. This is interest- 
ing testimony, as a brisk aiscussion has been 
carried on of late in this country, relating to 
the oxytocic properties of quinia. Some main- 
tain that it is and others that it is not oxyto- 
cic in its action. 

M. Burdel denies that malarial fever can be 
transmitted to the foetus in utero, or to the 
nursing infant through the milk of the nurse. 
He has never known infants to suffer from fe- 
ver or other malarial . symptoms before the 
fourth month. He has, on the contrary, fre- 
quently observed voung infants fed entirely 
on the mother's milk to remain fresh and rosy, 
although the mothers themselves were de- 
voured by fever and reduced to a state of pro- 
found anaomia. 

This immunity, however, does not persist 
after the process of dentition begins. 

M. Burdel has devoted an important por- 
tion of his paper to the study of the action on 
the new-bom child, of the milk of a woman 
who is taking sulphate of quinine. Nothing 
is more variable and inconstant than the trans- 
mission of medicines, and of quinine in partic- 
ular, by means of lactation. 

He* has known children to be ^fatally poi- 
soned, by the milk of women who had been 
brought under the influence of this drug. He 
has deduced from his observations a certain 
number of facts, on which rules for the admin- 
istration of quinine may be based. Thus he 
found that the drug was absorbed more rapid- 
ly, and was contained in larger quantities in 
the milk when it was given on an empty stom- 
ach; on the contrary, when administered with 
the food, it appeared in the milk less rapi<^^'' 
and in smaller quantities, and was consequc 
ly less toxic. As the infants advance in i 
they become less susceptible to the influei 
of the quinine in the milk, and after they 
tain the age of five or six months, cases 
poisoning larely occur. When it becoi 
necessary to administer quinine soon after < 
livery, its injurious effects on the child m 
be prevented by giving it with the meals 
witn some food, and by emptying the mothei 
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breast artificially, three hours alter its admin- 
istration. When these precautions are ob- 
served, M. Bnrdel claims that the infant may 
be allowed, without fear, to nurse tie mother 
daring the entire time that she is taking the 
quinine. 

QUININB POTBNTIAUZBD. 

Prof. Wm. H. Thompson, of New York, in 
his clinical remarks, made the following ob- 
servation. 

** There is constant failure in the treat- 
ment of malarial poisoning by the use of qui- 
nine, and nearly always it arises from the 
manner in which the remedy is administered. 
The point to be obtained is the quick absorp- 
tion of the quinine. Suppose, for example, 
you are called upon to prescribe in a case of 
malarial poisoning in which there is almost 
continuous vomiiting, as in bilious fever. If 
there is gastritis present, there will be tender- 
ness upon the pit of the stomach, and in the 
region of the gall-bladder; there is apt to be 
some swelling of the epigastrium, and the pa- 
tient vomits as soon as anything is taken. It 
is useless to administer quinine by the mouth 
under such circumstances, because the exces- 
sive irritation which it produces upon an in- 
flamed mucous membrane, causes its rejection 
at once. If injected into the rectum under 
the same circumstances, it will not succeed 
any better, because rectal absorption is dimin- 
ished on account of portal obstruction. 

Now if you apply two or three leeches at 
the epigastrium, the vomiting will be arrested 
almost certainly, and you will be able to get 
the quinia absorbed. Do not use either mns 
tard or blisters here, to arrest the vomiting, 
for they are vascular stimulants. Topical 
blood' letting, on the other hand, is a prompt 
vascular sedative.'' 

BXOTAL ALIMENTATION AND MEDICATION. 

Dr. Austin Flint's paper read before the 
New York Academy of Medicine within a few 
weeks past, on feeding by the rectum, has ex- 
cited the attention of the profession to the im- 
portance of resorting to that means of sustain- 
mg life, when the proper nutrition of the body 
through the stomach is denied. 

The new therapeutical society, composed of 
^ select few of the most expert experilbenters 
practical medicine, has the subject of ali- 
intation in disease by enemata of aefibrinated 
llock^a blood under consideration at the 
3sent time. A vast deal of strictly private 
j>erimentation in the same department of ob- 
rvation is in progress. Dr. S. 6. Annor of 
ooklyn, N. Y., in a letter addressed to the 
)dical Record says: ^^ To the ezoellont dis- 
vdon of the subject, I desire to make one 
«tical suggestion, and that is, that what- 



ever substance may be selected, inject it into 
the rectum eUnely, The rectum appears to be 
something like a bladder and other hollow vi- 
scera; it does not tolerate sudden distention, 

I have always made it a point to give spe- 
cific directions on this head; — itse tepid fluid 
and inject slowly. With caution on this point 
it is astonishing how the rectum may be made 
to tolerate nutritive substances in liquid form. 
I have often used beef -juice similar to that 
suggested by Dr. Peaslee, but more frequent- 
ly milk mingled with beef -blood, expressed 
out of raw meat, and strained to remove solid 
particles and fatty matter. When usiDg stim- 
ulants by the rectum, I usually add cream to 
the milk. Alcoholics in smsAl quantities are 
readily tolerated in such'a vehicle, and even 
muriated tincture of iron maybe administered 
in liberal doses for a length of time, if the 
bowel is soothed and shielded by cream. I 
have seen marked effects from the use of iron 
in this way alone. I am inclined to think 
that rectal medication, as well as rectal ali- 
mentation, has not received the attention from 
the profession which it deserves. In a larse 
class of chronic diseases, especially chronic 
diseases associated with general anaemia, in 
which the stomach for some reason, does not 
tolerate iron, (and there are many such cases) 
it may be used with manifest advantage and 
for a long time, in the mode I have suggested.*' 

HJSMOBKHOIDS TREATED BY INJECTIONS OF CAB- 

BOLIC ACID. 

Prof. J. H. Pooley sives a report of the ca- 
ses of piles treated by uie subcutaneous injec- 
tion of carbolic acid. Five or six drops of the 
pure acid were used and care was taken to 
carry it well into the substance of the tumor. 
The immediate effect was a severe but momen- 
tary pain followed by a remarkable shrinking 
and hardening of the tumor. From this out 
there was absolutely no pain, the piles quickly 
sloughed, and the patients made rapid recov- 
eries, all vestiges of the disease being removed 
in a week or ten days. 

Prof. Pooley prefers the pure to the diluted 
acid, because it produces a more thorough co- 
agulation of the blood and consolidation of 
the tissaes, thus lessening the danger from de- 
tached pieces of coagulum, which was pointed 
out when this method was first introduced. 
Dr. ^Pooley has heard of a case in which the 
injection produced a severe spreading inflam- 
mation, and he ascribes it to one of two causes: 
"First, the too dilute and, therefore, irritating 
rather than coagulating and destructive char- 
acter of the injection; and, second, the oblique 
inseiiion^of the needle, thus conveying it into 
the areolar tissue omt«de of the pile, rather 
than iato the tumor itself. 
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Therefore, in addition to making use of the 
strong acid, I was very careful to insert the 
needle-point vertically to the surface, and to 
carry it well into the substance of the hemor- 
rhoids. ** This treatment is recommended for 
partly internal and partly external piles, and 
for protruded and inflamed internal piles. 
We are indebted for the above suggestions, 
to statements furnished to the Toledo Medi- 
cal and Surgical Journal of UTovember 1877. 

MEDICATED COTTOK-WOOL IN THE TBBATMBNT 

OF BAB DISEASES. 

Owin^ to a more extended application of 
the medicated Cotton-wool, as prepared by 
Dr. Samuel Sext6n of New York, than has 
been contemplated by that gentleman (who 
gives his attention especially to diseases of the 
ear) we give our readers the benefit of his very 
useful and practical suggestions. 

It will be easy for the acute practitioner to 
see wherein the points given in reference to 
the ear may be made applicable to other parts 
of a like character. "In treating chronic puru- 
lent inflammati''>n of the middle ear, it is often 
desired by the Surgeon to apply external med- 
icaments which do not increase the humidity 
of the parts, as moisture U well known to be 
a promoter of cell-proliferation and its conse- 
quences, namely, suppuration and polypoid 
growth. This also applies to like conditions 
of the meatus auditorius extemus, which may 
exist as primary affections, or, as is mostly the 
case, as a sequence to the middle ear disease. 
For this purpose powders have long been re- 
commended by Aurists, but they are objec- 
tionable for many reasons, chiefly on account 
of the difllculty attending their application 
and removal, and, furthermore, when satur- 
ated with secretions tbey become heated and 
are likely to act as a poultice in the meatus if 
not frequently renewed. 

Such objections do not apply to the use of 
water absorbing cotton-wools, and they have 
therefore, been gradually growing in favor. 
After more than a years experience, I have 
adopted the following method of using wool 
in the cases under consideration. The cotton- 
wool selected for use is prepared by such 
washi ngs as are necessary to free it of oils, 
etc. When dried, it absorbes water like a 
sponge, and is known as water-absorbing cot- 
ton wool. 

After syringing the ear, the meatus and 

Sarts beyond are dried by passing a suitable 
rush formed by winding some of the wool 
tightly on the end of a vulcanite carrier made 
for this purpose. 

The meatus being dried is now ready to re- 
ceive the medicated cotton-wool — (the wool 
is medicated by saturating it with. tne. proper 



solution of the medicine to be used. The 
wool when dried is ready for use.) This is 
prepared for introduction into the meatus, by 
being rolled rather loosely upon the end of 
the carrier, the diameter of the roll being usu- 
ally a little smaller than that of the meatus, 
and about two or three centimetres long for 
adults. It is then gently inserted into the 
meatus down to the diseased parts, when the 
carrier is withdrawn with a twisting motion 
leaving the wool in the meatus. 

It is now frequently advisable to urge the 
wool farther down, which may be done either 
with the blunt end of the earner, or by seizing 
it with Oruber's rectangular dressing forceps. 
The wool can be left in the meatus as long as 
desired, as its presence is usually well borne 
by the patient: but if we use a strong medica- 
ment it is best to leave it but a short time. 
Mild astringents, however, can remain for ten 
or twelve hours if the discharge is not great. 
Where there is much discharge the wool 
should be removed as fast as it becomes sat- 
urated, and this can be done by the patient or 
the nurse, as readily as the thorough instilla- 
tion of medicines in solution. 

The medicated wool can be advantageously 
used in some acute cases, where the secretion 
is free. I have found the following formulaB 
convenient: Borax 20 per cent; Sulph. zinci 2 
per cent. Sulph. zinc 5 per cent, tannin 5 per 
cent Salicylic acid 5 per cent; Alum, 5 per 
cent., ferri sub sul. 3 per cent. 

The salicylic acid preparation has been 
found beneficial in purulent cases where there 
was an offensive odor. 

In cases where polypoid granulations are a 
feature, I use the ferri subsul., Iodine, Carbol- 
ic acid, and other remedies which are difficult 
to keep ready prepared, may be used by dip- 
ping plain wool into solutions of them at the 
time of using." 



Treatment of Mastitis. 

Keep the breast emptied as thoroughly as 
possible, administer laxatives and support, 
without compressing, the breast by means of 
bandages. But the main point ot treatment 
is the aj>plication o/cold^ which in light cases 
consists merely in iced compresses, but in 
severer cases-in the unremitting application o 
a bladder filled with ice. 'Die pain wh; 
compressing increases soon yields to this tre 
ment, the tension decreases, suppuration 
prevented, and in a few days even mastit. 
may be cut short in this manner. During 
two years of this treatment, not one case o 
mastitis terminated in suppuration, while, witi 
compression it frequently occurred. — Miehi 
gan Medical Newe. 
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Treatment of Tetanus, 

Dr. Jackson, late PreBidenoy Surgeon &t 
Calcutta, is oiled in an article in the Lancet, 
upon the treatment of lockjaw (tetanic Bpasm), 
se having in a pamphlet, published as early oa 
18S6, rejected the UBnal tteatment of ice to 
the spine, with opiam and camphor, as pro- 
ductive of no heLcficial resnitB in the majority 
of inBtancea. "I have," says the Calcntt.i 

Sractitioner, "fonnd cannabis indioa and aloes 
ectdedty mote valuiihle, and have sometimes 
naed amssthetics with great benefit; but it 
was not until I had commenced to uBe the lat- 
ter in combination with the former, Bupport- 
iag the patient with it good diet, quinine, and 
wine, and insisting upon perfect rest, that I 
met with anything like aniform buccees." Dr. 
A. P. Boone, of Sl, Kitis, W. I., records five 
oaEoa, three of them traumatic and two idiop- 
p&thic, which terminated in recovery, under a 
combined anieethotic and cannabis indica treat- 
ment, care being taken as to the esclution of 
light, drafts of air and all diftracting noibd, 
and stimulantB being freely administered. As 
the fatal termination ie contingent upon apnma, 
Dr. Boon recomroendB that artificial respira- 
tion should bo commOQced at once upon the 
appacent supervention of death, and persevercl 
in until reHUMcitation is evidently hopeless. Dr. 
WatBon Paul reports in the same issue a cant* 
treated successfully with combined acteatbeticB 
and atropia. — M'ldicwl Record. 

Kidney— Its Structure in Scarlatina. 

Dr. KEein (Medicul Times and Gazette, 
Vol. J, 4a7, 1677), in a paper gives the roBuUs 
of a microscopical examination of the kid 
ney, liver, Bpleen and lymphatic glands, from 
oases of scarlatina. In the kii ueya he ob- 
served the following changes: During the 
first week there was an increase of the nuclei 
of the malpigbian bodies, hyaline degenera- 
tion of the inner coat of the minute artenes, and 
"' certain portions of the malpigbian bodips, 
iltiplication of the nuclei of the muscular 
it of the smalt arteries, and finally the swel- 
g, nuclear increase, and granular condition 
the epithelial lining of the tnbulee. After 
I first week there is a cellular infiltration 
lund the tubules, and the results of a pa- 
ichymatoua nephritis. The hyaline change 
uhe same as that deacribed by Gull and 
'.ton. Alterations in other organs uen- 
led above resembled those of the kidney. — 
'~oit Lancet. 



A New Counter-lcrttant. 

It is related by Dr Coutivier, in VJInio 
Medicale, that the extract of pimento is a 
most admirable revulsive in a large number 
of oases, and may usefully take the place of 
mustard and files. It is proposed by M. 
Lardy, The writer says it acts with great 
rapidity, ten to thirty minutes, according to 
the point of application and the delicacy of 
the skin. Its action is manifeBtcd at first by 
a sensation of heat, a slight smarting and 
redness. These go on increasing for about 
three hours, then they remain stationary, and 
the revulsive action is so continued as long 
as may be degired. Nevertheless, after twenty 
or twenty-four hours in the adult, eight to ten 
in children, it is better to remove the plaster, 
and put another alongside of it, if it be desira- 
ble to continue the revulHicn. The heat and 
tingling produced are painless and free from 

itching The extract of pimento 

has a beautiful red color, identical with that of 
the dried fruit. Suitably incorporated in a 
pliistic mass, and spread upon squares of paper. 
Its ajiplication is very easy. It is unnessary 
to warm it, for it adheres sufiiciently to the 
skin; but it is well, on parts subject to move- 
ment, to fix it with a bandage just as a blister. 
Moreover, its action rflay be augmented or mod- 
erated according to the pressure. On remov- 
al, the heat and tingling may he immediately 
arrested by the application of a little stsrci:. 






',nd CAem. 6a: 



Contra-lndlcatlon of Iron. 

There are two dififerent states found in 
women whore iron is either totally contra-in- 
dicated or to le given with great oauticn. 
The first is a condition of amenorrhoea in florid, 
plethoric persons. The other is the oppor-ite 
condition of menorrhagia in certain females. 
There aie cates of menorrhagia associated with 
pallor and debility, where the usual compound 
of iron and extract of ergot is not so useful as 
a non-chalybeate treatment. In these caf-es 
it is not any imperfection in the process of 
blood manufacture whicb'is to be remedied, 
for the blood is made rapidly and quickly, on- 
ly to be lost at each menstrual period. It is 
here desirable rather to limit the rapidity of 
the blood formation, so that when the several 
vascular turcescence of the menstrual period 
comes, it will not find the blood vessels too 
distended with blood. This will lead to di- 
minished catamenial loss, and so the blood 
waste wilt be economiaed. According to tbe 
experience of Dr. Brown SSquard and Dr. 
Hughlings Jackson, iron dees not suit epilep- 
tics. It increases the tendency to fits. It may 
improve the general condition, but it aggra- 
vates the epilepsy. — Dvblin Medical IVess. 
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f4«redi%Ary Heart Disease.. 

n It is not often that an hereditary inflrtenoe 
in the occurrence of heart disease can be dis- 
tinctly traced to any wide extent, although it 
18 often suspected. A remarkable example 
of such a transmission is recorded by Dr. 
fiezek, of Teplitz, in the Wiener Med. Zei-. 
tunA Of the pair from whom the family in 
(]^uestion is descended there is reason to be- 
lieve that the mother suffered from heart dis- 
ease. They lefl two sons and five daughters. 
Of the sons, one is still alive, and suffers from 
heart disease ; the other is dead, and suffered 
before death from dropsy. His son, more- 
over, suffers from some cardiac affection. The 
other son, still alive, has suffered ior some 
vears from heart disease, but his children are 
healthy. Of the three daughters, one died 
fix>m heart disease, and of her five children, 
all are healthy, but one has married and has 
had three children, two of whom are cyanotia 
The second daughter of the original pair is 
still alive, and has suffered for many years 
fix>m cardiac disturbances similar to those of 
her brother. Of her children, one daughter 
has died of heart disease, and another has 
married and has borne a child with well- 
marked congenital heart disease and cyanosia 
The third daughter of the original pair has 
not suffered from heart diseasa Care has 
apparently been taken in each instance to 
substantiate the diagnosis. — SL Louis E, M. J. 

The Odors of Pereons. 

A curious contribution to neurology is con- 
tained in an article by Dr. Wm. A. Ham- 
mond, reprinted from tne Transactions of the 
American Neurological Association. It is 
is descriptive of the peculiar odors given off 
by the human body in certain conditions and 
affections of the nervous system. Thus he 
tells of a young married lady, of hysterical 
tendencies, who, during her paroxysms, ex- 
haled an odor of violets, which must have in 
some measure reconciled her husband to these 
unpleasant domestic occurrencea Another 
lady, the doctor reports on •={trong testimony, 
"during the vener^d excitement, givi s off a 
very decided rosaceous odor." But the pe- 
culiarity is not always thus charming. A 
voun<j lady, a school teacher, subject to sick 
headaches, evolves at these periods, horribile 
diciUf "an odor similar to Limbuiger cheese I" 
Then there is "the odor of sanctity," which 
Dr. Hammond also touches upon, and which 
he does not identify necessarily with the 
agroeal^e ones. His study is of the most 
o^v.-jua — Ibid. 



Diabetes Insipidus Cured by Ersot. 

The next patient, Joseph H, aged 21, was 
shown to you once before during the height 
of his malady. He had a £EimiTv history of 
' phthisis, his mother having died with pul- 
monary consumption, and his father of some 
acute disease following a cold He had never 
received any injury to the head, and had 
never been sunstruck. Was uniforndy 
healthy until May last At that thne he 
simply noticed that he was passing a good 
deal of urina Since then, up to the time of 
his admission, he had fisdlen off rapidly in 
weight He had also complained of irrita- 
bility of the neck of the bladder, but nothing 
had been found to account for the irritation. 
On admission we found he was passing from 
eight to ten pints of urine daily, although at 
the same time he only drank five to six pints 
of fluids (including milk, tea, and soup). The 
urine was acid, of low specific gravity 1.500, 
contained no particle oi sugar, and was en- 
tirely tree from albumen. We therefore 
recognised it as a case of diabetes insipidus, or 
polyuria, as it is sometimes designated. This 
disease is extremely difficult to eradioata^ 

We b^an our treatment December 1st' and 
directed him to take the fluid extract of ergot 
in one drachm doses three times daily ; sub- 
sequently increased to four doses ; and for 
Ave days he took six drachms in die twenty- 
four hours. The effect was most marked. The 
amount of urine rapidly and steadily fell to 
Ave pints, and then to three pints; but before 
he had got down to the normal quantity we 
reduced the ergot, and afterwards stopped it 
altogether and placed him on a little pepper- 
mint water, not so much, however, for its 
stom-^chio as for its mental effect He has 
now iad no ergot for two weeks, and I can 
give you the gratifying information that the 
effect has been permanent Since his recov- 
ery he has undergone an operation for phimo- 
sis, and now the irritability at the neck of the 
bladder has entirely disappeared, and he 
leaves the hospital perfectly well We shall 
direct this patient to take hidf an ounce of 
cod liver ou two or three times daily as a ge 
eral nutrient — Ckmada Jour, of Med. Science 

Tinctures. 

Beware of tinctures made from fluid ex 
tracts, unless the druggist uses those from i 
reliable manufacturer. Most of the tinctort 
now dispensed are about the stren^ of eol- 
ored water. I lately called attention to th 
in the Journal of Materia Medica. — The /&, 
Louis Eclectic Medioai Journal 
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Oeld Lotion* In Tuberculosis. 

The use of oold water in tha towtmeDt of 
Fhthisifi is much preferable aooordiog to *he 
sotbor, Tioder tbe form of ]oti<HiB than under 
that of doachee, such as are employed bj 
Brebmer and Sokolowsld. Here is how 
Pogacnik directs them to be uB«d : on getting 
up in the morning the patient himaelf apongee 
the entire body with a sponge dipped In water 
at 10° to 20° Beaumur (Sii"— 77^ Fahr.) ; be 
ought afterwards to nib hinuelf enei^eticall; 
for five minutes with a large glove and to 
wrap himself up to dry in a linen sheet. He 
sboald afterwards get into bed for half an 
hour or an hour, ana keep himself well cov- 
ered until a little perspiration occurs; during 
this time it is ueceBsary that the movements 
of the lungs should be reduced to a minimum. 

The author has been led to employ this 
treatment in tuberculosis by reason of tbe 
good effects he had obtained from it in en- 
gorgements of Borofulous nature. By means 
of [he cold water a regular action of the skin 
is provoked, and the patient is ultimately 
strengthened and rendered less susceptible to 
atmospheric variations. 

Little by little the appetite increases and 
the forces are restored, unless the lesions are 
too advanced. 

Ksemoptysis is not a contra-indication and 
Pogacnik prescribes tbe lotions even when 
the douches cannot be bom& 

Tbe lotions have the advantage over tbe 
douches of being more agreeable for the 
patients; of having a more prolonged and 
consequently more useful effect ; of being very 
easy of administration, even among tbe 
poor, no apparatus being necessary; lastly, 
and above all, of not necessitating, like the 
douche, a walking exercise to procure reaction, 
an exercise which produces fat^ue of the 
pulmonary apparatus. — Rw. dea Science Medi- 

Albuminuria. 

Elder bark steeped in bard cider, given in 
ounce doses three or four times a day some- 
es effects a cure in albuminuria and dropsy. 
i, however, only of value in cases not com- 
;ated with eirrnosis of the liver or struct- 
1 lesions of the valves of the heart, its 
on, 89 far as I have tested being only to 
ect that morbid condition which results 
be elimination of albumen by the kidneja 
B only valuable when given in the hard 
r, which seems to extract only certain 
ciplea of the bark: — The St Louis Eclectic 
'il Journal, 



ScariKtlnlB In Montnna, 

One of our subscribers in Montana writes 
us, under date of March lOtb : We are suffer- 
ing terribly from scarlet fever ; in some cases 
families lost nearly all their little ones; the 
strongest suffer the most ; tetanic spasms carry 
them off liefore medical aid arrives ; others 
sink without cxjnvulsions, from heart paraly- 
sis. Those that go through it but litue 
, harmed at first, suffer in due time from various 
nephritic complications. Very young child- 
ren frequently sicken, but have the disease in 
a light form. Many other diseases, of which 
we formerly knew nothing in this very healthy 
spot in tbe mountains, have made their ap- 
pearance, BO that it is now a rare thing to find 
a healthy person. — The Medical and Surgical 
Reporter. 

The External Use of TInoture of Belladonna 

In NIaht-Sweatlns. 

Mr. NaiBNK writes, in the British Medical 

Journal of February 2, that for some little 
time past be has employed tbe common phar- 
macopceial tincture of "belladonna for spong- 
ing tbe body in cases of phthisical and exces- 
sive sweating, and invariably with marked 
benefit So mr as his experience goes, he has 
found it much better than anything else ; if 
applied before a sweating comes on, it pre- 
vents it ; if during the sweating, it almost im- 
mediately controls it Two teaspoonfuls^ of 
the tincture mixed with an equal quantity of 
whisky are quite sufBcient (applied with tbe 
band), to cover the whole body and produce 
the desired effect — Ba/alo Med. & Sarg. Jaur. 

Carren OH In Anal Fissure. 

This painful affection, which has heretofore 
resisted almost all forms of treatment by local 
applications, has been successfully managed 
by Carrere, who states in Annalea de la Med. 
de Gfrand that he applies tbe mixture of lime 
and water and linseed oil, so commonly used 
in bums. This is done several times daily 
and in all cases he has obtained a cure it at 
farthest, eight daya— 4% Med. OenL-Zeit. 

For Flatulent Dyspepsia. 

For this form of dyapespsia, which is due 
to a torpid or semi-paralyzed condition of the 
muscular coat of the bowels, and usually at- 
tended with constipation, the following is an 
excellent formula : 

|L Tine, nucis vomicae - gtt v. 
Comp, tina gentjan® ■ dr. j. 
Tine capsici - - gtt x. 

To he t^en before meals. 
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Action of Opium and Beiiadonna on the 
Secretlnfls Orflsans. 

Opium tends to check activity of most 
secreting organs except the sudoropanoTis 

S lands of the skin, as snown by its efl^ts in 
iarrhoea, diabetes, eta Opium produces 
firee perspiration, while belladonna is vpry 
nsefid for the opposite effect of arresting pro 
fuse perspiration. Belladonna, too, cnecks 
the activity of the mammary glands, and 
arrests the flow of milk. It also acts on the 
^ivary glands, and retards their activity. — 
The SL Louis Eclectic Medical JoumobL 



Milk Diet in Brischts Disease. 

The Clinic, Nov. 24, quotes from the Brit- 
ish Medical Journal, Oct 24, the following: 
Dr. Johnson, of King's College Hospital, Lon- 
don, treats most of his cases of Bright's dis- 
ease, by a strictly milk diet; under this plan 
of treatment, a large number of cases have 
recovered. In a recent case of acute albumi- 
nuria in a young subject; recovery quickly 
followed the use of a simple milk diet ; no 
solid food being given. Albuminuria, how- 
ever, returned as soon as he was allowed beef- 
tea, but disappeared when he was again re- 
stricted to milk only ; it again returned when 
fish was allowed, and now, under the use of 
an exclusive milk diet, the urine is once more 
firee from albumen. — Ibid, 



Bismuth in the Treatment of Prolapsus of 
the Rectum and Hemorrhoids. 

A case is recorded in. La France Medicale, 
No. 86, p. 682, where a considerable protru- 
sion of the rectum was perfectly cured by 
means of Bismuth powder used locally. The 

Ehysician introduced every day into the 
owel, after replacing it, a small spoonful of 
Bismuth (subnitrate f) in a small amount of 
starch- water. Cure followed in a week. 
Good results followed similar treatment in 
cases of prolapse in children, and in hem- 
orrhoids. — Ihid, 



A good Formula for the Summer Diarrhoeas 
of Children. 

51 Sugar of milk - - - 5 ss- 

Pepsin gra xL. 

- Lactic acid - - gutt xxx. 
Hydrochloric acid - " xxx. 
Tina Xanthoxlum - - 3 j. 
Water 5 J ss. 

M. S. 20 drops every half hour for a child 
one year old. — Ibid, 



To Get Rid of Foreign Bodies in the Throat. 

A British naval surgeon, Dr. Beveridge, 
states that for foreign bodies in the throat, 
such as pieces of meat, etc., a simple mode of 
relief, is to blow forcibly into the ear. This 
excites powerful reflex action, during which 
the foreign body is expelled from the trachea 
The plan is so easy of execution that, if there 
is anything in it, it ought to be generally 
known and applied. — Ibid. 



Oriflsin of Hospitals. 

An English writer says that there is little, 
if any, trustworthy evidence of hospitals 
among the Jews or the Eomans until die 
fourth century of the Christian era, when 
Fabiola, a wealthy Roman lady, built a large 
hospital outside the city of Rome, and St 
Basil established an asylum for the sick in 
the city of Caesarea. There can be no doubt 
that the sick were better cared for after than 
before the Christain era, but Christians have 
clearly no right to be considered as the origi- 
nators of hospitals. — Ibid. 



The Easiest Way to Drown. 

If death bv drowning be inevitable, as in a 
shipwreck, the easiest way to die would be to 
suck water into the lungs by a powerful in- 
spiration, as soon as one went below tte sur- 
face. A person who had tLe courage to do 
this would probably become almost immedi- 
ately unconscious, and never lise to the sur- 
face. As soon as the fluid filled his lungs, all 
feeling of chilliness and pain would oease, the 
indescribable semi- delirium that accompanies 
anaesthesia would come on, with ringing in the 
ear and delightful visions of color and light, 
while he would seem to him&elf to be gently 
sinking to rest on the softest of beds and with 
the most delightful of dreams. — Dr. H. S. 
Jracy in Popular Monthly for May. 



Treatment of Delirium Tremens. 

C. S. Wills states, in the British Medical 
Journal^ February 2d, that he has used capsi- 
cum for more than X,^ elve years in the treat- 
ment of deliriu?n tremens with unvarying 
cess; it has never failed, no matter how 
lent the patient may have been. In eztr 
cases thirty grains in bolus may be ffiven ev 
hour, but muder ca^ es simply require smr 
doses. — Bvffalo Med. and Surg. Jour. 



Mrs. Ann Hopkins, of Cedar Creek, 'l. 
is 117 years old. She has three sons 11 vi 
her "baby" being 90 years of age. 
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To Lessen the Quantity of Quinine In a 
Dose. 

In s lecture published id the Medical Mec- 
eord. Prof. Thompeon b&jtb: 

CapBioam combined with qainioe vill dim- 
inieh the size of the dose requisite, and the 
same may be said of ginger and other aro- 
matioa. A good dose of oapaicnm combined 
with twenty grains of qninine vill act as well 
as thirty grains of quinine without the oap- 
sicum. Spices in general slimulate the portal 
oircnlatioD and promote the flow of bile, and 
hence their nniversal use in hot climates. 
There is a tendency on the part of quinine 
and oapsioum to pnrgd, and sometimes to 
purge violently. In snoh cases the purgative 
action is caused by the increased flow of bile 
produced by tbecapaicam. Ginger and qui- 
nine, when combined, do not purge, and it 
makes a very good combination, u the med- 
icine is administered in the form of pills, 
capsionm may be preferable, beoanse of the 
lees bulk required; but, if desirable, the ^n- 
ger may be given separately, and with the 
same effect as when oombined with the qai- 
cine. The proportions should be one grain of 
capsicum to tnree of quinine; with ginger, 
one grain of each. 

[It may be asked as a oonnndrum why, to 
procure equal effects, qninine is now required 
m doses so much larger than those g^ven for 
some years after its ^soovery. A few grains 
then did as much work as half a drachm will 
at present.] — Ifiid. 

Unlimited Production of Oxygen. 

The veteran chemist, M. BoussiDgault, has 
just referred again to his former researches 
on bioxide of barium as a source of oxygen. 
Caustic baryta absorbs oxygen when heated 
in the air to dull redness, forming bioxide of 
barium. This compound gives off oxygen at 
a higher temperature, passing back to the 
state of protoxide (caustic baryta). It waa 
imagined that this alternate play of chemical 
forces could be continued ad itijiniium, and 
so prove an inexhaustible source of pure oxy- 
gen; but M. BouBsingaalt has found that 
such is not the case. After being treated several 
SDcoesfiive times, the caustic baryta (protox- 
ide) produced has lost its power of absorbing 
gen when heated again in the air. By 
iing steam over the bioxide, it loses its 
gen at a lower temperature, but the by- 
M produced does not absorb oxygen, 
rever, M. Bonssingault was not the man 
be arrested by dffioulties of this sort; as 
I as there existed a chemical appliance 
t had not been tried, he remained unsatis- 
At last he found that in a vacuum the 
[ide of barium loses the half of its oxy- 
nt a very much lower temperature than 



when heated in the air under the ordinary 
atmospheric pressure. If a vacuum is pro- 
duced over the bioxide heated to dull redness, 
it loses all its superfluous oxygen; then, let- 
ting in the air, it absorbs this oxygen again, 
and no one can tell at present how often 
this may be repeated, so that at last the prob- 
lem may fairly be said to have been solved. 
— 7^ i)rtig. Cir. and Chem. Gaz. 

Diabetes Mellltus-Mcdes of Its Develop- 

Benator (Ziemssen's Cydopmdia. Vol. SVI, 
page 965), formulates the most probable 
mode S8 follows: (1) An abnormally heigh- 
tened saooharinity of the chyle or of the 
blood in the portal vein, or of the two to- 
gether, in oonsequenoe of an impeded con- 
version of the sugar present in the intestine 
into the lactioacia, or in oonsequenoe of ac- 
celerated absorption of the sugar. (2) Ad 
unnatnral acceleration of the portal ciroala- 
tioQ, whereby on the one hand more sugar 
reaches the liver, a part of which, without 
being changed into glycogen, passes on 
into the circulation; and on the other hand, 
the glycogen formed from sugar or other 
materials passes into sugar more rapidly, and 
in greater quantity, and is washed away. — 
Detroit Lancet. 

To Blister the Skin Extemporaneously. 

Into a watch-glass, pill-box, or any similar 
small receptacle pour ten drops of concentra- 
ted water of ammonia (at^ua ammonia fortior); 
cover the liquid with a bit of linen or a little 
cotton wool, and at once apply the cup to the 
skin where the blister is required. Press so 
that the vapor is confined to the inside of the 
vessel, A red circle will directly be observed 
ontside, when it will be certain vesication has 
taken place. Half a minute or so is all the 
time required to obtain the result. The blis- 
ter may be dressed in the usual manner of 
dealing with a blister from oantharidea. Ace- 
tic acid, concentrated, applied to the skin will 
also in a few minutes produce vesication. In 
eaoh case evaporation nhould be prevented by 
some suitable ooveriug. Bibulous paper sUght- 
ly wetted with a little of the ethereal extract 
of cautharides, instantly applied to the skin, 
and covered with a piece of adhesive plaster, 
will answer for the same purpose. — Ibid. 

Chloral dangerous In Delirium Tremens. 

In Nephy's Medical Tlierapeutiaa it is said: 
"It has been shown beyond reasonable 
doubt by Dr. Madison March, of Louisiana, 
and later by Dr. Ernest Magnan, of Paris, 
that drunkards do not bear chloral at all well, 
(ts use by them, even in moderate doses, is 
liable to be followed by sadden death," — Ibid. 
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A Solution of Phosphorus for Medicinal Us« 
Mr. Urwiok, Id b, paper read before the Brit- 
ish Pbarmaoentical Conference, gives the fol- 
lowing intereBting reenlta reaohea in the effort 
to eecnre a preparation of phoaphoms definite 
in BtreDgth and not liable to obange. He finds 
a BOJntion of pbogphoma prepared aa follows 
to meet these requirementa perfectly : Two 
grains of phoaphoms are dissolved in a mix- 
ture of absolute alcohol (one and one-half 
onnoes) and el^oerine (quantity not ftated), 
with tbe addition of cane sugar (one-half 
ounce) and milk sngar (one-quarter ounce), to 

Srevent the phosphorua from becoming oxi- 
ized during solution. When tbe solution is 
cold, the white of one egg, previously mixed 
with glycerine, is added, mailing up the meas- 
ure of the whole (with glycerine) to ten oun- 
ces. Such a solution is quite permanent, 
showing no tendency to become aoid or to de 
posit amorphous pbosporus, even after two 
years' trial. On adding a liltle oil of neroli 
to the solution, it lost at once its garlic-like 
taste and smell, as well as its characteristic 
lominoaity, although the phosphorus seemed 
still to remain unchanged. Tincture of or- 
ange, tincture of gentian, and oil of cloves 
produced a similar effect. Essence of lemon 
destroyed the phosphorescence, but not the 
taste and smell of the solution, and the same 
was true of milk. — 77ie Detroit Lancet. 

Treatment for Dyapopsla. 

Thken from Naphey. 

B ■ Add. nitro-mur. dil 3 ij. 

Acid, hydrocy. dil mm. zxv. 

Tinot. amicte 3 j. 

Tinct. gentian, oomp ^ j. 

Infus. aennsB, q. s. ad § iij . 

M. Si^. A tableapoonful two or three 
times daily in dyspepsia with aluggisb action 
of the liver. 

The efficacy of this prescription may often 
"be increased by giving wiUi each dose the 
following pill: 

5 Zinoi snlph gr. i-ij . 

Ext. gentiansB gr. iv . 

M. ft. pil. Xo. ]. 

T. Hawkea Tannsr, M. D. 
One of the beet preparations in dyspepsia 
with flatulence is the following, recommended 
by Prof. Robinson: 

H . Sulph. sodiB 3 j. 

Tinct. nucifl vora 3 ▼■ 

AquEB ; iv. 

M. Sig. A teaspoonfu] thrice daily, after 
meals. — Tokdo Med. and Surg. Journal. 



Editorial. 



IntrarOcolar Disease: An Intere:~tiiig 
Case in Diagnosis. 

BY C. A. BOBKBTSOS, A. M,, M. D. 
OI Atbui7, N. T., Opbthalmlc uiil Aural Snr^reon ol the Bf e 

■ad Bu Relief, u, ilie Alban; HuBpttal, and al Tro;, N. T. 
[Re»d belore tlie Medical Socletj of llie Count; at Ali>uiy.] 

On the 16th day of September last, Miss — , 
aged twenty-one, came to my ofBce with her 
brother, who gave me a brief statement of hi-i* 
caj«, that was more fully detailed by the patient 
herself at subsequent interviews. 

The history I received was, that in the latter 
port of April last, she left her residence, where 
she was eogaged in t«a«hing, to pass a Saturday 
and Sunday with friends residing some ten miles 
distant on the line of a connecting niilroad. 

On Saturday moming slie observed that every- 
thing wavered and glimmered, and she saw dif- 
ferent eolora play before her eyes. She took up 
a book, and found it imposBlble to read on ao- 
oount of the wavering light. There was no pain, 
but "a queer feeling,'' a sensation of unusual 
character. Does not think that one eye was any 
differently ailected, at the time, from the otlier ; 
only remembers that both eyes were used simul- 
taneously, and that she was unable to read. 
She was not aware of any unusual oireumstanoe, 
which she ooutd mention, as an exciting cause 
of the visual disturbance, and her health was aa 
good as ever at tbe time. 

On Monday morning she returned to her 
school, as she had cont-emplated. The wavering 
still troubled her eyes, and she made no attempt 
to use a book, being able from her familiarity 
with the lessons to get on without It, but directed 
the children to make their ligures larger on the 
blackboard, and thus managed her teaching. In 
the evening she tried again to read a novel, in 
whioh she had become interested, but gave up 
the unavailing effort. 

Prom this time to the end of the school term, 
June 22d, the glimmering continued, though less 
on the whole: but it varied, sometimes better, 
sometimes worse. She made tile least poss'""'- 
use of the eyes during this period, and if any 
tempt to employ them was persisted in, t 
"would inflame and look red next momh 
When the school closed she went home (ab 
twenty mflea away), to spend a vacation, espi 
ing benefit to the eyes in complete rest. 1 
expected benefit she did And to some exte 
Happening, however, on a book that she wan 
to read, she made trial of her eyes, but fo- 
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the bright light hurt them. The weather at this 
time being ezcesBiyely warm ahe went down into 
the oool cellar of the house, a farm house, and 
by the mild light that came through the door- 
way wasable to read nicely, to use her expression. 
Notwithstanding the persistence of her ailment, 
she felt confident her eyes would grow better, and 
she continued to read and sew a little every day. 
She was aroused, however, to a sense of dan- 
ger, while making a visit in the family of a 
physician in the neighborhood, during the last 
of July and the first of August. At this time she 
became so much annoyed by photophobia, that 
she procured a pair of green glasses to protect 
her eyes against irritation from the light. In the 
dusk and 'evenings, she said, she saw very welL 
She received admonitions from her medical friend 
here, that led her friends at home to send her to 
New York City to consult an oculist. At this 
time the blur in the left eye had become some- 
what worse than in the right. 

The third week of August she went to the 
New York Eye Infirmary on Thirteenth Street. 
A physician there ccdled the trouble in the left 
eye ^^choroiditis," as she stated, and prescribed 
some medicine, but told her nothing could be 
done for the right eye. She was also advised to 
instU solution of atropia into the eyes, and was 
directed to stop the prescribed medicine if she 
perceived a metallic taste remaining in the 
mouth. Did not know what the medicine was. 
Two weeks later she visited New York again, and 
this time went, as advised, to the Manhattan 
Hospital. She was cursorily examined, directed 
to continue the drops prescribed at the Infirmary, 
and to return in a week. On her return, she 
saw several gentlemen at the hospital who ex- 
amined her eyes carefully, and tested her vision, 
and gave her a card. This stated: '^V.R.— 20- 
70 X ; Hm.1-24; V.L.— 20-100; gx 1.60—20-70. 

She was directed to continue drops in left eye 
only, and was told that the final event of her ail- 
ment would be blindness, as the disease called 
* Retinitis pigmentosa," with which she was 
afflicted, was incurable. She was directed, how- 
ever, to come and have hypodermic injections of 
ychnia into the arm daily, as offering a chance 
3enefit. Advised to use the eyes. 
)n proceeding to examine this patient, I was 
1 by her that at no time had she had pain in 
> eyes, except that light hurt her; but that she 
netimes from habit rubbed her eyes, as 'Hhe 
6 seemed to itch. " 

?hree years ago her eyes were *^eak," and she 
re a shade and avoided light. The eyes were 
(n ^^infiamed, but got all right by using salt 
ter." 



Always, as long as ahe could remember, *'a 
black spot would com/d and go before the right 
eye," when she was tired. When eight or nine 
years old had measles lightly, after which her 
friends were troubled about her eyes, but she 
got all over the disturbance. Never called eyes 
feeble, and has * 'used them a very, very great 
deal" 

Patient states her general health to be good, 
though subject to attacks of slight indigestion. 
Has always had * ^rrible headaches, " but thought 
lightly of these, as a family ailment, since her 
mother and sisters were all subject to the same. 

There was no consanguinity in patient^s parent- 
age, and no indication of syphilitic diathesis ex- 
isted. She is well nourished and of cheerful dis- 
position. On inspection, I found the pupil of 
the left eye dilated, but adherent at the inferior 
mcurgln to the capsule of the lens. In the region 
of this synechia and below it, the cornea pre- 
sented a punctate appeaiunce with slight hazi- 
ness. The pupil of the right eye, free from the 
action of a mydriatic, responded readily to the 
infiuence of light. A passing trial of convex 
lenses revealed a manifest hyx>ermetropia, and 
the latent degree of this refractive anomaly was 
subsequently determined by paralyzing the ac- 
conmiodation with a strong solution of atropia. 

Before ascertaining the value of her central 
sight, exploration of the field of vision was made. 
Having her fix the left eye on a white spot 
marked on a blackboard about twelve inches in 
front of the eye, the other being closed, the 
periphery was found to be normal for this eye, 
notMrithstanding the synechia noted above. The 
other eye, tested in a similar way, showed the 
field to be singularly interrupted. The accom- 
panying diagram. Fig. 1, is an ellipse represent- 

Fid 




ing the visual field with its obscuration. M ia 
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the point of flsatioo. The field was obscured in 

aU the Bbaded spaee above the irregular line A 
FB. At the point P this line of demarcation 
dips down into tbreateniiig proximity to the cen- 
tre of direct vision M. In the obscured space a 
small olear elliptical figure I is desoribed, with ite 
transverse diameter at right angles to tbat of 
the visual field. This figure represents aa island 
of light in a sea of darkues, for the white crayon 
used to teat the vision, always beoame peineptl' 
ble within ite area, but was lost beyond its oou' 
flnee. It will be noted that the obliteration of 
vision, as represented by the diagram, is about 
ono-foDrtb of the extent of the entire field. It is 
an IntereHting fact ttiat the patient had remarked 
as a peculiarity of her vision with the right eye, 
(hat the full moon presented a singular appear- 
ance, as if a segment were cut o£C from the upper 
right quadrant of ite disc, and a drawing witlt 
pencil, that she had made to represent it, was 
not unlike the diagram of her field of vision. 

Upon examining the dioptric media with a 
magnifying lens behind the mirror of the oph- 
thalmoscope, blaak flocoulent ahreds and numer- 
ous granules, coarse and fine, were seen in the 
vitreous, falling down irhen the patient raised 
and dropped the eye as directed. This condi- 
tion existed in both eyes, but the shreds were 
more marked in the right than in the left eye. 
Upon examiiiing the fundus of the eyes, the ap- 
pearances of the optic nerve discs were nearly 
normal. The outlines were slightly indistiuct. 
nothing else peculiar was noted in the left eye; 
but in the rifi'ht, attention was immediately ar- 
rested by two groups of spots of black pigmentar 
tion, of which one was of greater eit«nt and 
more crowded than the other, and both tending 
to coalesce near the equator. These spots of 
irregular sliape, slightly elongated, and not un- 
like bony corpuscles, followed the ramification 
of the retinal vessels. 

The only locality in which they were to be 
foond was in the inferior sinistral region of the 
fundus. They were carefully studied with the 
ophtlialmoscope, both in the upright and in- 
verted image. Mingled with this pigmentation 
were some whitish granular appearances. In 
the locality of these groups the vascular branches 
were small and shrunken. Having secured all 
tlie foregoing data, the question now was, what 
diagnosis should I make — what treatment, if any, 
should I pursue— what prognosis should I pre- 
sent! It was very clear to my mind that the 
essential ailment was identical in the two eyes. 

Having weighed with proper respect the opin- 
ions pronounced in New York, as presented by 



the patient, I could not but think that either she 
had, in part at least, misunderstood what was 
there said, or that full consideration had not 
been given to aJl the elements in the case, and 
that a precipitate judgment had been rendered. 
It certainly could not be a case of retinitis pig- 
menloia, unless a change be made in the defini- 
tion of that afleotion, notwithstanding the fact 
that there was pigmentation of the retina, most 
indubitably and, in some reepecte, seemingly 
obaracteriBtic, too. 

Retinitis pigmentosa is a name appUed to a, 
morbid affection of the eye, which has three 
oharaot«riatio features. The first in order, and 
earliest noticed, is the enfeeblement of sight 
when daylight is gone, the nocturnal blindness, 
or fi^m^alopia. The next is the concentrio 
diminution of the field of vision. Steadily and 
painlessly, but with cruel deliberat«ness and 
regularity, the encroaching influence of the un- 
sparing disease gradually, year after year, para- 
lyzes the visual susceptibility of the deUeate 
retina of both eyes, from the periphery oentri- 
petaHy, circle after circle, until finally the 
doomed victiia, possessing still clear central vis- 
ion, with which he may read fine print, is as un- 
able from loss of indirect sight to guide himself 
about, a^ he would be, were he compelled to look 
through spy-glasses fastened before his eyes. At 
last the macula lutea is reached, and the catas- 
trophe is announced by the utter extinction o( 
sight in the blackness of a night, which no 
morning will ever dispel. 

The third, but least important, and not in- 
variably constant feature, from which the afieo- 
tion has been unfortunately named, is the 
pigmentation of theretina. When this condition 
of the fundus is met with, as it usually is, it, and 
its early site, (always in the equatorial regions of 
the eye-baU) are very oharact«riBti6. I say that 
the name is to be regretted, for the diagnosis, and 
hopeless prognosis, can be conclusively deter- 
mined from the information afforded by the 
hemeralopia and the concentrio narrowing of the 
field of vision, without any inspection of the pig- 
ment spots on the retina, while observation of 

pigment spots might eaaUy lead to an errone 

diagnosis and prognosis, a.s well as to a misch 
ouH or, at beat, to a nugatory treatment of si- 
unrecognized aUuient that demanded posi 
management. 

It seemed clear, then, that I must dismiss 
consideration of retinitis pi^jjifji/oea from 1 
case. It appeared to me that the left eye ofie 
the key, if any were needed, to the whole d 
oulty. Here were patent to cursory observati 
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an adhesloii of part ot the pupillary margin to 
the lens aod a punctata oondition of the cornea, 
Buoh aa appears in seroua-iritiii — a disease that Is 
more than occasionally ooncomitaut with deep 
seated faiflammations of the eye,* 

The inflammatory experience that the iris had 
endured, was recognizable at a glanoe ; next, the 
floooolent Bhreds and particles observed, that 
'were agitated by the movementH of the eye-ball, 
declared themaplTes as exudative products in the 
vitreous, that hod followed iniiamiuation of the 
ohoToid, Unquestionably theu, ttus eye bod suf- 
fered from irido-choroiditis, with an invosioii of 
the disease into the posterior tissue of the cornea. 
The right eye was found to contain liie flocou- 
lent shreds, and particles, and mast have been 
aSected essentially in the same manner bb its 
companion to prodace these. The pigmented 
condition of certain regions of the fundus oouli 
was also to be regarded logically, as a product of 
the choroidal inUammation. The infianunation 
had extended to the retina and caused the dis- 
turbance of vision — the glimmering and waver- 
ing, alluded to above, with the hypenesthesia 
and intoleranae of light. Whether these black 
spots were displaced particles of pigment, or ex- 
udations in the substance of the aSected retina, 
or altered blood from the atrophied ramifications 
ofjflnest retinal vessels, it seems impossible toao- 
couut for them here, except on the hypothesis of 
choroidal inflammation. My diagnosis was con- 
sequently : this is a case otiridO'Choroido-reiinitie, 
and the symptoma show that the action of the 
disease sttU continues. The prognosis was grave, 
of course, for chronic choroiditis is always seri- 
ous; still it seemed to me that it was not hope- 
less, and a treatment waa instituted. 

Thp first indication was to protect the eyes 
from, irritation. Use of them was therefore in- 
terdicted, and dark protective glaisee were recom- 
mended. Patient was enjomed to avoid expos- 
ure to strong hght The ejes were both kept 
constantly under the influence of a solution of 
Btdptiate of atropia. LiiHtillpd mto them at regular 
1 water applieationa were found 
grateful, and were uted freely Special care was 
fu to the diet and regimen of patient, that the 
oesa of repair and excretion ahoidd be duly 
otainei Chalybeate tonius wore employed, 
the chiet medicinal agent relied on, as an 
itive, wan the Elixir lodo-Bromide of Cal- 
Compound. This was persistently used for 
t weeks, when patient left for home, with a 
ng that her eyes were better, yet with no 

le posterior ajuectilii Id iblB 



change in the field of vision, and, perhaps, a 
slight diminution of pigment in the fundus. 
After remaining at home nntil the eleventh of 
January, and contiDaing the treatment there, 
patient revisited me. She had improved in every 
wao. The intolerance of light was gone, and the 
pigment spots decidedly lessened, and in their 
stead more whitish granules and strife were dia- 
cemible now than before. The area of sight waa 
ext«nded, and its boundary wa^ advanced from 
the in'egnlar line A P B of the diagram, Fig. 3, 
fJcJZ 




to the curved line A C. The half shaded space 
included between these lines' (in which the little 
island of light alluded to above is situated) repre- 
sents the extent of the visual field recovered from 
blindness. 

The prognosis seemed now much more favor- 
able. I am not prepared to say, satisfactorily to 
myself, what caused the disease. No organic 
ailment of the heart or lungs, or of the great 
emunetories existed. If any hereditary diathesis 
existed as a predisposing cause. I could not de- 
termine it from any collateral evidence, and 1 
was not able to assign a personal responsibility 
for the ailment, since it could not be justified by 
anytliing in the history of the case. 

NoTB.- While this paper is in process of publi- 
cation, the author has received a letter from the 
patient, asking pemiistiiou to resume her voca- 
tion as a teacher. [May 1 , 1S78.] 

Letter from Prof. Hamilton. 

Nkw Tokk, April 17, 1878. 

Dhar Sir,— I avail myself of the pemiission 

given in your note of the 13th iust., to say to 

your readers, that the report of my lecture on 

Fracture of the Femur, contained in the number 
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of your Journal, &c., Nov. IB, 1877, is in eeveral 
iuiportajit poiste inoorreot. I did not say, and 
never have taugtit, that ''there will always be 
some appreciable ahort^niug tu these fractures." 
1 have publit^hed several cases treated by myself 
ill which there was no appreciable shorteuing. 
I did not say these fractures were always oblique 
— that the aliort, inside splint may be used or 
not, at the disoretion of the surgeon — that I had 
never had an jmperfe:?t union with the apparatus 
which I at present employ. When I speak of 
union aw perfect, I always mean, without any 
shortening. 

The lost (flfthl edition of my work on Fractures 
and Dislocations, and, indeed, all of the editions, 
teach, espentially, but with some modiflcatioQS, 
the same doctrines which were attempted to be 
enforced by the lecture referred to. The report 
of that lecture published In the Medical Record, 
was, 1 believe, correct. 

Very truly yours. 

Prank H. Hamiltos. 

We forwarded a copy of Dr. Haniiltoii's letter 
to the gentlem&n who wrote the report referred 
to, and have received the following. We pub- 
lish them together that onr readers may have 
before them the allegation and explanation. 

let. '"There will always be some appreciable 
shortening in these frooturen." 

The shortening alluded to in the above quoted 
sentence, is the rfiortening to be detected In the 
limb before the treatment of the fraetnre is be- 
gun, and this is apparent from the language 
which follows in the same paragraph: "^Att ten- 
dency fa shortening ntnut be overoome wUhin the 
fimt three orftyur weeks. 

Of course the tendency to be overeome by ap- 
propriate treatment, implies an appreciable shortr 
eniDg directly after the accident, also a tendency 
in the limb to continue shortened, and also a 
means of overcoming that tendency within a 
fpecitled time in good t^urgical practice. 

Snd. These fracturea were always oblique." 

The Prof, certainly emphosiied the tendency 
of thigh bones of adults to fra<iture obliquely, 
B^ his own well proved method of dressing auoh 
fractures illustrates the value of securing the 
means of accurate coaptation of the fractured 
ends of the bone when the fraeture is of the 
oblique pattern. 

The eiception noted by the Prol. (viz. ; in 
paralyzed limbs) to the '-law%" of obliquity was 
duly mentioned in the report. 

On this point, in a report of the same lecture, 
"The Medical Record" says, quoting Dr. Hamil- 
ton: "First, I wish to remark, that fracture of 



the shaft of the femur in the adult is almost 
always oblique. The fracture is usually vitv 
obUquQ, so much so. that it almost never hap- 
pens that we can set it. in the ordinary i>eni<e oE 
the term." The language is scarcely different iti 
phraseology or purport from that given in the 
Journal of Materia Medioa, 

The only esoeption that wa)? mentioned to the 
rule of obliquity in these fractures wati recorded 
as given, and hence That statement of your re- 
porter must stand unimpeached. 

8rd. ' 'That the short inside splint may be used 
or not, at the disoretion of The surgeon." 

Your reporter may have heard incorrectly in 
regard to the short, inside splint, but his memory 
reinforces his notes upon the point that the Prol. 
affirmed the inside short sphnt to be needed 
sometime, and sometimes, at the discretion of 
the surgeon, (owing to individual peculiaritiej* ixj 
these eases), might be dispensed with, without 
danger to proper union of the fractured bone. 

4th. "That I had never had an imperfect 
union with the apparatus I at present employ, 
t speak of union as perfect I always mean with- 
out eborteuing." 

The reply to speciHcation No. 1, disposes of 
the supposed mistake upon this point. Your 
reporter accords to Prof. HamDTon perfe.ot uniona 
together with all that tliat implies in his treat- 
ment of fractures of the femur in the adult sub- 
ject. 

Elixir lodo-Brornlde of Calcium Compound. 

Extract from letter of Dr. EsocH I>Ei- 
Old Hickory, Conway Co., Ark., April Uth, 187S. 

" I have been using your Elisir lodo, Bromo- 
Chloralum, Firwehi, and Fluid Est. Ergot eit«n- 
sively in my practice, and find that they possess 
all the curative properties claimed for them, 
have used F.IJTir lodo in some thirty oases, and I 
have yet to meet the first disappointment, 
have two interestlug cases to report, one a ca 
of Scrofulous Aljscesa. cured by the continuous 
use of Elisir lodo when all hope of life had been 
given over. Thousands thank vou for sending 
us a reliable remedy for this class of blood dis- 



Estract from letter of Dr. W. H. MoYKi 
racuse, Ind., March 26, "78. 

"I have used your Elisir lodo-Bromlde ui 
cium Comp. with One results especially In a 
of FUtula in ano. I treated a man about 36 ; 
of age, who had aa abscess of the rectum ' 
terminated in fistula, as pronounced by sev 
physicians, and all of whom told him an opf " " 
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was the only remedy. Aa he was a poor man he 
could not pay lor the operation. When he came 
to lUB I pot him on the Elixir lodo, and by the time 
he bad used one bottle the dteotuu-ge was reduc«d 
one-half. I theo presented Liiu another bottle 
which has cured bim entirely, and the eflect was 
to stop a discharge from bia ears, and restore his 
hearing, which had been impaired for two years." 



FIrweln. 

Extract from letter of Wm. A. BBOADHtBST, 
Clarksvilie, Term,, March 1, 1878. 

* ' I write more partionlarly. to aek about the 
Diphtherine Iiozenge. 1 have been a suflerer 
from Ghronic sore throat for nearly two years, 
and I mast do you the justice to say, that I have 
derived more real benefit iron your Firwein than 
from any other medicine. I am taking it now. 
I want a medicine that is reliable, that I can car- 
ry with me with with oonvenienoe. I presume 
the Diphtheiine Lozenge would answer that pur- 



Diphtharlne. 

St. Louis, Mo., March IStb, 78. 

Gents: — Borne months since, my attention was 
flailed to the therapeutical effects of Diphtherine. 
I have been more than pleased at the results ob- 
tained in acute and sub-acute diseases of the 
throat. Scarlet Fever, and Diphtheria; its action 
was ao speedy and cure so rapid, that I have con- 
«lnd©d to send forth the cry ''Eureka" to all my 
patients suSering from the above named diseases. 
Am at present testing your malt extract and 
with good results so far. Hoping your Diphther- 
Lie may prove as successful in the hands of my 
brother practitioners, as it has in mine. 

I am yours &c.. Dr. W. DeWolf Jobbs. 






Diphtherine Lozensea. 

Rutland, Vt, Jan., 10, 1878. 

Gents: — The box of lozenges you sent me Dec. 
S9, viae, thankfully received and since then, I 
have been giving them a trial. 

Without hesitancy I pronounce them a reliable 
I -i, and very convenient of administration, 
object in sending for them was to get some- 
g I could give to children without trouble, 
having some diphtheria, and wherever I go 
asked what the children can take to prevent 
itheria. rprescribe the lozenges, and they 
them BO nicely and call for more, that I am 
sed with them and believe that they possess 
-•antial virtues, 
■d me two boiee and I will remit. 

Yours Truly, J, H. Pdtham. 



Lettars from PhyBlctans 

Extract from letter of E. H. Mklott, Ogden, 
Boone Co., Iowa, April II, 78. 

"Sis: — Ihave, used your "lodo" "Bromo-Chlor- 
aliim" and "Diphtherine," and they answer your 
recommendation bo well, that I have fallen into a 
certain routine of prescribing them in all mouth 
and throat affections, and with such uniform suc- 
cess, that specitla as well as follicular trouble 
has become a matter of indifference, 

I wish to make a closer study of your remedies 
and wish you would send such pamphlets as may 
help me to prescribe them more intelligently, aa 
I believe them to have a wide range of applioa- 



Eitract from letter of Dtt. Albert Doslap, 
Iowa City, Iowa, March 25, 1878. 

' 'I have found many items of value in the Jour- 
naJ; I carefully preserve the numbers, and have 
bonnd volumes from vol. 10 to present time, I 
ha%'e used Messrs. Tilden & Co.'s Fluid Estraota 
and Elixir lodo in my practice, and would par- 
ticularly commend Fluid Extract Ergot, 1874, as 
uniform in strength, and reliable. The Sol. 
lodo-Bromide Calcium Comp. is largely used by 
me for external use. 

What the profe-ssion needs is the more thorough 
study of our present materia medioa, rather 
than the addition of numberless new remedies. 
For instance; I And many physicians who know 
nothing of Gelsemiuum, and others who use 
Ei^fot only to promote delivery, and yet these 
two remedies are two of my most important 
agents in treatment of chronic diseases, the 
former of the nervous system, the latter of the 
nervous and arterial system. ? C 

I would suggest that a page of the Materia 
Mediea Journal be set apart each mouth for the 
discussion of one remedy as above, and all be in- 
vited to contribute an item, which can be con- 
densed into a line, asking only new ideas," 

Note.— The suggestion of Dr, Dunlap Is an ex- 
cellent one, and it will give us great pleasure to 
set apart one or more pages for the discussion of 
any article, and would suggest that our readers 
send us their observations on Gelseminum for 
the July number— such articles should r«aoh us 
by the 1st. of July. EditoBS. 



Extract from letter of Dr. 0. A Kmft, Amity, 
Clark Co., Ark. Marth 12, '78. 

"1 exhibit your Extracts without a single 
doubt aa to their standard virtues." 
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Eitraot from letter of J. E. McQuBHS, H. D., 
Dallae, Texas, Maroh 10, '78. 

" I never fail to see something good in every 
number of the JoURtfAL. Can I proome UM laat 
three or four volumes boond ! ByMtddeotmany 
of the old numbers were destroyed and I feel the 
loss sensibly." 

Letter from Q. C. Smith, M. E., Clovordale, 
SonoinaCo., Cal., March 27tb, 1878. 

" Your ueefulJounial eame duly — Feb., No. 
and among other good things iu it, I notfte, 
(page 41) a Q for Vojttiting in /Ve^nonoy. This 
B has for years, been going the rounds of the 
Amerieuii Journals, and even crossed the water 
iind back again, copied from European Journals 
of eoiirse getting better by "coming from .S*- 
rope." Now we have strong reason to believe 
that oar humble self was the originator of 
said formula. We have publiahei and repub- 
lished it from time to time, for years past, but 
we never heard of it he/ore we used It In our own 
practice. Of course it is not infallible, but It is 
the best we know of, and we Imve tried many. 
The Journals are more tlian welcome to publish 
said formula, or any other contribation we have 
made to periodical medical literature, whether we 
get due credit or not. For really such thinga be- 
long to the profession and not to individuale, for 
said individuals are Uttle more tlian what thejlor 
bors of the profession have made them, and re- 
ceive much for the Uttle they contribute to the 
common stock. 

EuUghtened Pharmacy has done much to light- 
en and make pleasant and efficient the labors of 
practitioners of medicine; and the pharmaceu- 
tists who place in our hands elegant and reliable 
remedies, as you have done, cnriainly deserve 
the lasting gratitude of both phyrfeiana and pa- 
tients; for thuH, indeed, the Phiinnacist is the 
' ' Power behind the Throne. " 

And when his work is faithfully performed, ao- 
eordiug to the best lights the Stieuce of his day 
affords, he becomes an impoitnnt factor in solv- 
ing t lie mighty problem of the ngfi—advcmeing 
ch-itizalion." 

Rearty an Elegant Thing. 

The new Rocky Mountain Tourist, just- from 
the press, is indeed an artistic gem. Injpoint of 
eiigravinfe'8, printing and description it is beyond 
all question the bandRomest pub' oation of the 
charact«r ever issued in the United States. There 
are in this work no lens ttian sixteen of Thomas 
Moran's esquisite drawings, and among tliem his 
Tumous reprodiiction of the Mount of the Holy 



Croes. Of Moran's other matchless drawings are 
thoeeot OtaadGlen, Uarble, Knab and Boulder 
Canons, Twin Lakes, Teocalli Mountain, etc 
Joseph Beard is represented by eharacteristio 
bunting sketehes, Bisbing by several exceedingly 
attractive mounttun sketches, Lancelot by spiri- 
ted drawings of the remarkable rook-sculpture on 
White Mver, and Henry Woiral by full-page 
views at Veta Pass and Wagon Wheel Gap, aa 
well aa a lai^ number of other very finely exe- 
cuted eket«hea in different portions of the western 
oountry. The engraviugH are for the most part 
large, the full quarto pages uf tlie Tourist ena- 
bling the showing to the finest advantage of plates 
seven by ten iuohes. The book comprises sixty- 
four pages, exclusive of the cover, and printed aa 
it is upon Supersized and caleudered paper of the 
richest fiuifeb, the effect throughout in superb. 
While a very model of typographioal beauty, the 
Tourist is none the less practical in its range of 
information, time, distances, railroad imd stage 
fares, hotel and livery rates being noted witb 
uniform accuracy and in so easy and plea«ing a 
maimer as to entirely relieve the work of every- 
tliing approaching the tedious detail of the aver- 
age guide book. Containing no advertisements 
of whatever character, the new Hocky Mountain 
Tourist is fit companion to Picturesque America 
in any genllfiiian's library. Specimen copy may 
be had without cost by writing to W. F. White, 
Topeka, Kansas. 



Book Notices. 

We have received from J. Edwin Danelson, M. 
D., No. 129 Lexington Ave., New York, five vol- 
umes (Nos. V. to IX, inclusive), of the Transao- 
tiops of the New York State Eclectic Medicai 
Society, embodying ail the reports, essays, &c., 
read before the society at its annual meetings for 
the last five years, and containing a vast fund of 
useful and practical information. Each volume 
is bound in aioth, well illustrated, and the typo- 
graphical esi'cution is all that could be desired. 
For terms, etc. , see advertisement in another part 
of this isBUf- of Journal. 



ERRATUM. 

We desire to corrpct a typographical err. □ 

the valuable paper of Dr. A. J. Gakdneb, : i- 

lished in March Journol, p. 58, Kith line from, p 

ofpage — For "vouched me"' read'"would US' J 



E^CorrospnBdeiits will oblige by writingplt y 

eir fiamts, Tovn, Count}/ and Slate. vFe e 

er It.tlera btcauee *' « 



frequently lumble 
arQ omitted. 
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Lectures on Fevers. 
By Alonzo Clabk, M. D. 

Professor of Patbology and Practical Medicine in the College 
of Pbysiclans and Surgeons in tbe City of New York. 

TYPHOID FBVBB — (cONTINUBd) — SYMPTOMS — 

tbbatmbnt.. 

LbcturbII. 

Gentlemen: — In the oonoluding part of the 
last lecture we were studying the symptoms 
of typhoid fever. We will oontinne the same 
subject to-day, and the next symptom to be 
described is the eruption. This makes its ap- 
pearance on the seventh or eighth day from 
the first chilly feeling. It sometimes occu- 
pies the entire body, and in some cases it is 
chiefly found upon the abdomen and upon the 
back. It can usually be seen upon the chest 
also, and sometimes, upon the limbs. It rarely 
occurs upon the face. The eruption consists 
of small red spots, not more than a line and a 
half or two Imes in diameter. These spots 
may be so numerous as almost to run together, 
or they may be so few in number that you 
will be obliged to search diligently to find 
them. The eruption is not attended by pain, 
itching, or any peculiar sensation. The spots 
remain red or rose-colored until thev disappear; 
and they disappear pretty quickly. During 
its entire existence each spot can be bleached 
by the pressure of the finger, but the color 
will return as soon as the pressure is removed. 
In this respect it differs from the eruption of 
typhus fever. It differs from the typhus 
eruption in another respect; the typhus erup- 
tion disappears throueh some shades of vellow 
staining, and that staming is due to cnanges 
which occur in the coloring matter of the 
blood, but as there is no effusion of blood in 
the eruption of typhoid fever, the yellow dis- 
coloration does not appear. The eruption 
disappears at the end of a week; but <usap- 
peann^, sometimes a new crop of the eruption 
makes its appearance. Mr. Louis in studying 
this point, made markings upon the surface 
with nitrate of silver for the purpose of ascer- 



taining whether the new eruption appeared 
on the precise site of the old, or whether it 
occupied new positions. He found that the 
sites occupied by the old spots were not occu- 
pied by the new ones, but that it was a new 
eruption occurring on new sites. The erup- 
tion is not always present, and its occurrence 
is much less frequent in this country than in 
France. Still, we always search for it, and 
when it is found we recognize in it a very 
valuable diagnostic indication. 

A few words must be added to what has 
been said regarding the temperature in typhoid 
fever. It has been claimed within tne last 
few years that there is a special mode in which 
the temperature of typhoid fever increases. 
For example, it is claimed that at the begin- 
ning of the fever the advance is gradual until 
it reaches its maximum height until the fever 
begins to abate; then the morning remissions 
become more and more marked, and finally 
the normal standard is reached. On the 
second day of typhoid fever the temperature 
in the morning should, according to this doc- 
trine, be 101° F., in the evening of the same 
day 102° F. On the morning of the next day 
it should be 102° F., and in the evening of 
that day 103° F. Again, on the morning of 
the following day it should be lOS'' F., and 
in the evening 104^ F. By the fifth day of 
the disease, then, the temperature may have 
reached 104^ F. in the morning, and 105° F. 
in the evening; at least the rise in tempera- 
ture is said to be gradual until the highest 
point is reached. The highest point being 
reached it remains about the same, with daily 
variations, a remission in the morning and an 
exacerbation in the evening during the second 
and third weeks. That feature I have noticed 
— namely, that there is but little subsidence 
of the temperature during these weeks, and 
that when it does begin to abate the morning 
remission becomes more jnarked. For three 
or four days before the fever comes to its ter- 
mination there will be between the morning 
and evening temperature, instead of a varia- 
tion of only one degree or a degree and a half, 
a variation perhaps of three or three and a 
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half degrees. Saoh a fever is defervescing, as 
the teohnioals say. Smce this observation re- 
garding the graanal rise of temperature in the 
•early days of typhoid fever was announced, I 
have given particular attention to it. It is 
true we have not had many cases of typhoid 
fever in the city within the last two or three 
years, so that the opportunity of observation 
has been rather scanty. But in the instances 
in which it has been observed ithis precise 
mode of increase in temperature has not been 
noticed. We noticed very frequently a great 
variation between the morning and evening 
register, as the temperature began to subside, 
but there was not the regular advance men- 
tioned as occurring in the initial days of the 
disease. 

There has been one embarrassment in this 
respect, however, for I see cases of typhoid 
fever, as they occur outside of hospitals, only 
in consultation, and then the disease is gen- 
erally pretty well advanced. I have, there- 
fore, had few good opportunities to study this 
rule in private practice. In the hospital we 
do not commonly get the cases until the end 
of the first week, and that is at the end of the 
time when this important observation should 
be made. We had one case which originated 
in Bellevue Hospital from some unknown 
cause, and we had the opportunity to make 
the requisite observation, but it did not come 
tinder the rule relating to the steady increase 
of the initial temperature. It may be, there- 
fore, we shall be obliged to study anew the 
temperature of typhoid fever as it occurs in 
this country. 

Now let us take a case in the third week of 
severe and dangerous typhoid fever. We 
shall find the patient with a pretty rapid 
pulse, and yet the pulse throughout the course 
of an average case is not rapid. A great 
many patients go through an entire course of 
the fever with a pulse never exceeding 100. 
But in the supposed case the pulse is perhaps 
120 or 130. The countenance is dull; the 
patient is inclined to stupor; has but little 
perception of what is going on around him; 
possibly is comatose; perhaps has the coma 
vigil which is seen in typhus fever; he is in- 
clined to slip down in the bed; he is probably 
(juite deaf; is pinched, he does not feel it very 
much; his sight is obscure; his mouth is filled 
with sordes; his tongue is dry and cracked, 
or it has the color of beef; the evacuation 
from the bowels occurs without hislcno wledge; 
the urine is retained in the bladder until it 
forces its way by drops from the urethra; the 
respiration is pretty rapid; and there is more 
or less fall in the temperature. 

When this condition has been reached, the 
man is very likely to die; but, at the same 



time, with these symptoms a few do get well. 
A great many thousands, however, go through 
typhoid fever with the development only of 
symptoms of moderate severity, and those 
cases usually recover. 

DURATION OF THB DISEASE. 

The duration of this disease is about four 
weeks; and yet I have seen a woman who had 
f^ymptoms of typhoid fever for 120 days. It 
was on the one hundredth and twenty-first 
day that I saw her, and there had been no 
marked defervescence at any time during her 
sickness. How was the case to be explained ? 
The explanation is that she had a fever re- 
sulting from the lesions of typhoid fever just 
described as affecting the glandular structures 
of the intestines, the mesenteric glands, and 
the spleen. The disorder of the spleen may 
not yield readily; the alterations in the intes- 
tines may hold on, and produce a diarrhosa 
which lasts for a long time. The lesion of 
the stomach may be more prominent in cer- 
tain cases than in others, and the lesion of the 
lungs may hold the patient down for an un- 
expected period of time. The typhoid fever 
proper does not extend over four weeks; the 
period of communicability is not probably 
more than six, and what of fever and sickness 
is continued beyond that time is probably free 
from the danger of communicating the dis- 
ease. 

NATURE OP THE POISON BY WHICH THE DIS- 
EASE IS SPREAD. 

Next with regard to the nature ot the poi- 
son by which the disease is spread. From 
several instances which I have cited in which 
a disease resembling typhoid fever has been 
produced by dejection from a typhoid patient 
mingled with water in various ways, it is 
pretty certain that these dejections are capa- 
ble of poisoning well persons. Then the 
question arises, are they capable of poisoning 
well persons simply because they carry some 
general poison that is disseminated or diffused 
about the sick person, or is it that some fer- 
mentation occurs in the dejections, and thus 
produces the poison? This latter is the doc- 
trine of to-day. It is farther claimed that 
there is no diffusion of poison about the 
patient, except such as comes from the clothes 
that have been soiled by faeces. That point 
is not yet settled, and requires farther study. 
It is a point, however, of great importance, 
and one which has a direct bearing upon the 
management of the patient. 

ABORTIVE CASES OF TYPHOID PETER. 

A word vrith reference to abortion of the 
disease. There are some abortive cases of 
typhoid fever. The disease runs on for a few 
days and then spontaneously subsides, not 
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niDDing through its r^alar ooarae. The 
ftbortive omm are seen more oommonly uaong 
children than among adnlta. 

It has been known for a long time that in- 
fantile remittent fever is typhoid fever. For, 
when the disease exiats for a oertain length 
of time, there are found, at post-mortem ex- 
amination, the same lesions fonnd after 
typhoid fever oocnrring in adults. I have 
over and over again seen this fever in ohildren 
terminate in nine days; and not infrequently 
in seven days. Oooasionally the same thing 
oconrs in the adult; possibly beoanse the sys- 
tem is not BUBoeptible of the disease to the 
same degree as in other persons; possibly be- 
canse there may be some protective influenoe 
from some other fever; or the person may 
have had a previous attack of typhoid fever. 

AOCIDBirrS OF TYPHOID FEVBR. 

There we certain accidents liable to ooonr 
in the conrse of this disease, which require 
some attention. Persons having typhoid 
fever are liable to absaeages, and a rather 
favorite seat of abscess under these cironm- 
stances is the region about the parotid gland; 
it is a peri-parotiditls. It usually occurs, if 
develop«<l at all, in the second or third week, 
and when the inflammation baa once oom- 
rnenccd it almost always advances to suppnra- 
tioD. It occasionally happens that inflamma- 

, tory abscess occurs in other parts of the body. 

But there is another kind of abscess to which 
the typhoid fever patient is liable; it is called 
the cold abscess. Such an abscess may occar 
upon the arm, over the sternum, perhaps upon 
the leg, but more frequently upon the npper 
part of the body. 

' There is little or no evidence of the exist- 

ence of an inflammatory process as shown by 
heat, redness, or pain, but a swelling and 
fluctuation is usually the first thing noticed. 
Once observed, it is fonnd that the abscess 
advances, dissects up the muscle, and, if left 
to itself, it will be fonnd that a great deal of 
misohief will be done. 

JTemorrAaffe from tKe bowels is liable to 
ooonrin the oonrse of typhoid fever. I at- 
tended one hundred cases of the disease be- 
fore I saw one in which hemorrhage from the 
bowels took place, and 1 began to feel that 
the importance of this accident, as regards its 
frequency, was greatly exaggerated. But 
just then the cases came in a kind of shower; 
several came under observation in pretty rapid 
sncoession. The hemorrhage is of two kinds; 
first, that which occurs early in the disease; 
and second, that which occurs late, sometimes 
even during convalescence. When it occurs 
early, my conviction is that it is not because 
of gangrene of the intestine, as Niemeyer says, 
but fhat it is from hyperssmia in the parts 



where ulcers are forming. The uloers have 
not yet formed; there is no destrnotion of 
blood-vessels, and this early hemorrhage is apt 
to be quite innocent. The hemorrhage which 
is most alarming is that which occurs in the 
manner referred to, by the destruction of a 
blood-vessel of moderate size, as an ulcer ad- 
vances. When it oocurs during convalesoenoe, 
it is evident that the ulcers are not all healed 
when the fever subsides. 

Oi perj oration of the inteatine, perhaps saf- 
fieient has been sud, except with reference to 
treatment. 



MODS OF TKBMINATION OF TYFHi 



The disease terminates rather suddenly and 
in this respect resembles typhus fever. For 
exainple, yon see the patient in the evening 
and find that his pulse, temperature, and the 
appearance of the countenance indicate the 
continuance of the fever, but at the morning 
visit you find that his face is fale. that his 
temperature and pulse have fallen, that his 
reason hss returned, if he has previously been 
delirious, and when asked how he feels, he 
will answer, " Doctor, I am so weak ! " the 
same as does the typhus fever patient. From 
that time he slo^y recovers from the effect 
of the disease. His appetite returns; be ia 
soon able to sit in a chair; and soon after he 
is able to walk. Recovery of strength, how- 
ever, is almost always slow; it takes a month, 
perhaps two or three, and sometimes six 
months, to fully recover this. 

With regard to the mode of termination of 
the disease, it is commonly in the manner de- 
scribed, bnt in a few cases termination oooors 
by crisis. In my own case, the first thing 
remembered after losing my senses was that 
four persons were moving me from one bed to 
iinother upon a sheet, ana that I was dripping 
with perspiration; that persptratioa lasted for 
■Ml entire day. During its continuance I re- 
covered my reason, and the doctor said, "Yon 
are better." After the sweating ceased, I 
myself was conscious of being oetter and 
stronger. 

There is a curious fact with regard to coo- 
valescence from typhoid fever, and that is, 
before the patient recovers his full strength, 
he often acquires an unusual quantity of fat. 
Ue looks as though he had sufficient strength, 
but he feels weak. It is to be noticed that 
this accumulation of fat all finally disappears, 
and the patient is brought back to the condi- 
tion he was in previoos to the occiurenoe of 
the fever. 

There is another point with reference to the 
convalescence, and that is, the patient usually 
loses his hair. This may go on to such aa 
extent that he becomes entirely bald. It is 



108 



JOURNAL OP MATERIA MEDICA, 



[Jane, 1878. 



often the case that he becomes nearly bald ; 
bat there need be no apprehension regarding 
the permanency of the baldness, for the hair 
follicles remain, and a new growth of hair 
will be produced which will be nearly as good 
as the old. 

TBBATKBNT OF TYPHOID FBVBR. 

We will now pass to the consideration of 
the treatment of typhoid fever. Active treat- 
ment of this disease has been long abandoned. 
It used to be the fashion to bleed, and also to 
produce ptyalism. I remember doctors who 
said with confidence that where they saw evi- 
dence of the special action of mercury in these 
cabes, they were sure of recovery. But all 
that has been abandoned. 

Again, there were doctors, and perhaps 
there aie some now, who put great confinence 
in a purgative plan of treatment; or, perhap8 
more strictly, an emetico-cathartic plan. Aii 
emetic and cathartic were administered to- 
other, and the cathartic was always calomel. 
It was claimed by those who resorted to this 
plan, that in certain cases abortion of the dis- 
ease has been actually produced. I doubt 
that. In the course of an epidemic of typhoid 
fever, cases of ephemeral fever occur. These 
terminate of themselves within a few days, 
and the general opinion now is that those cases 
which have been reported as abortive cases 
were really cases of ephemeral fever, or cases 
of themselves abortive. At all events, since 
"Graves fed fevers," the tendency in the pro- 
fession has been to treat typhoid fever with 
as little medicine as possible. 

I may safsly say to you that a case of ty 
phoid fever of average severity needs no medi- 
cation except for the relief of certain symp- 
toms, such as sleeplessness, perhaps a little 
urgency in the diarrhcsa, sensation of burning 
upon the surface of the body, etc. There are 
a great many cases of typhoid fever which 
need no treatment whatever by way of drugs, 
but everything by way of management of the 
case. Stilly it does happen in many of the 
oases that some one of the symptoms requires 
treatment. The diarrhoeay for example, in 
many cases requires restraint. 

DiarrhcBa does not occur in every case of 
typhoid fever in this country; perhaps it does 
not occur oftener than in two-thirds of the 
cases. But when it does occur, the usual 
remedies are serviceable here as in other forms 
of diarrhoBa. The astnngent which I have 
referred to so frequently is found to answer a 
very good purpose. It consists of: 

Q . Bismuth subnit 3 i. 

Morphse sulph gr.i. 

M. et div. in chart. No. xii 
One to four a day. 



The common astringents tr. kino and tr. catechu 
may be employed, and the decoction of black- 
berry root IS sometimes very serviceable. In 
some oases it requires the moderately free use 
of opium to restrain the diarrhcea. 

There is always a ccmgh in typhoid fever, 
but as it is not important in the average case, 
I have not mentioned it until now. There is 
slight bronchial irritation, which appears 
early in the disease, and continues usually un- 
til the period of imperfect ansssthesia is 
reached, when it may cease. The material 
raised is commonly a glairy mucus, but in 
some cases the shght bronchitis becomes a 
catarrh, and will require treatment. It will 
need the same treatment as bronchitis occur- 
ring under any other circumstances, except 
that the tonic expectorants will be most likely 
to do good. Perhaps one of the best that 
can be used is the Co, Tr, of Benzoiny in 
doses of ten drops on sugar once in three or 
four hours. A very good combination is the 
tincture of the balsam of tolu and the mistura 
guaiacL 

Q . Mist, ffuaiaci 3 ]• to § ss. 

Tr. balsam tolu .... gtts. v j. to x. 

M. 
This can be repeated every two, three, or 
four hours. Sometimes the inhalation of the 
vapor of warm water seems to be required for 
one or two hours each day. 

Itestlessneas is one of the prominent features 
of the disease, and that will very frequently 
be entirely quieted by sponging the surface 
of the body with warm or cold water. If the 
temperature is high cold water is better than 
warm; and in some cases a Dover's powder 
will be required. 

The temperature of the body will require 
your attention. In many cases of typhoid 
lever it does not rise to a dangerous point; in 
a few cases it does. You will see the greater 
number of cases go through the entire course 
of the disease wiuiout the temperature at any 
time reaching 105° F. In a case of average 
severity the maximum temperature is about 
104" F.; in occasional cases it reaches 106"^ F. 
or 107° F., and then you will either give quin- 
ine in pretty decided doses or use cold water 
for its reduction. If the patient is a young 
person, the cold bath is the most convenient 
means for reducing the temperature, and cer- 
tainly the most efficacious. The temperature 
of the bath should be only ten degrees below 
the temperature of the body when the patient 
is first put into it. If the temperature of the 
body be 105° F., the patient may be placed in 
a bath having a temperature of 05° F. ; then, 
some of the warm water can be removed and 
»be replaced by cold water until the bath has 
been reduced to 80** F. If the patient is per- 
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mitted to remaio in such a bath twenty min- 
utes, the teinperatnre is usually rednued 1, 2, 
3, 4, or even 5 degrees. 

He ii then removed from the bath, put back 
into bed, and it will be ssveral hours, usually, 
before the temperature will rise as high aa it 
waa before using the bath. When it rises, 
another bath is to be given, and in that man- 
ner yon will go en repeating the bath aa often 
as may be necessary to keep the temperature 
below the point of danger. 

The son of one of the professors of thi 
college baa within the present session ha 
typhoid fever. In hia case the bath was used 
about five times a day for several days, and 
always with the result of reducing the temper 
ature and affording great relief to the patient 

For the hemorrhage from, the bowels there 
is little can be done, unless, in addition to ab- 
solute rest, the fluid extract of ergot be ad- 
ministered. 

For the perforation of the bowels. I have 
some faith in the opium treatment. As I told 
you, I feel confident that I saved one doctor's 
life by the narcotizing infiuenoeof opium, and 
there is no objection m typhoid fever to the 
administration of this drug. 

"Graves fed fevers," typhoid fevers as well 
as typhus; and now we come to the two essen- 
tials m the treatment of this disease, I am 
in the habit of repeating the old proverb, 
"Stuff a coJd and starve a fever," and then 
add that we stuff tbem both now. First, then, 
the administration, steadily and perseveringly, 
of such food as can be absorbed by the stom- 
ach. We cannot talk much of digestion; the 
stomach is in a diseased condition, and cannot 
digest well, consequently everything solid in 
the way of food is ont of the question. Most 
of these patient^ dispose of milk pretty well. 
For all those who cati dispose of it, milk is 
the best food that can be used. For those 
who cannot use it, you will be obliged to do 
the beat you can with beef-tea, raw egg beaten 
up with water, and made of such consistency 
that it can be taken with a spoon; and the ex- 
pressed juice of beef. The beef tea does not 
contain a great deal of nourishment, and when 
it can be used, milk is a much better article 
of food. 

le expressed juice of beef answers very 
T ., and can be obtained by cooking a piece 
c .teak so as just to crust the two surfaces, 
s ' then cutting it into pieces and squeezing 
t juice ont with a lemon -.squeezer. The 
1 ths are given rather as diluted food in the 
( ly part of the disease, when it is supposed 
t t the patient should not take much nour- 
i nent, but as the disease advances, the food 
e alii be more and mor« eaglKuiag. In oase« 
i -hioh the stomach fails to retain food, I 



nntritious enemata should be employed. You 
wUI remember that the disease which produces 
the diarrhtoa, is in the small intestine, not in 
the large. 

The other essential of whioh I wish to speak 
is fresh air, but I will reserve that for the 
opening of the next lecture — The Medical 
Hecorit. 

Helminthology. 
Important additions have been made to this 
scieu<.e during the past year, and the necessity 
tor more extended investigations is evident. 
An epidemic of diarrhcea waa traced to the 
presence of two nematode worms (Anguillnia 
atercoralis and A. intestinalis). In Italy, good 
work has been done, tending to prove the great 
tenacity of life of those organisms giving rise 
to the pork and beef measles, Dr. Payne and 
several students having courageously submit- 
ted themselves to experiment, and infecting 
themselves with "Taania medio- can el lata." A 
more recent discovery in helminthology has 
important relation to the origin ot many ob- 
scure diseases. It appears that a Mr. Bancroft 
wrote from Brisbane in April, 187T, and inci- 
dentally remarked : " I wonder if mosquitoes 
could suck up the hematoaoa and convey them 
to water! They appear to die in water. I will 
examine some mosquitoes that have bitten a 
patient, to see if they suck up the " filarisa." 
At the time "Bancroft" was surmising. Dr. 
Manaon, of India, demonstrated this to be a 
fact. In November, 1877, Dr. Manaon wrote 
to Dr. Spencer Cobbold, the eminent helmin- 
thologist, announcing the discovery of this 
parasite in the stomachs of the mosquitoes, 
which had fed on haematoKoal patients, des- 
cribing also the developmental changes it un- 
dergoes during its residence in the insect. 
He also supplements the lifteen cases of this 
iman hsematonoa, giving details of no less 
an thirty-five additional cases, and a mass 
of valuable statistics in relation to tbe preval- 
ence of "l-'ilaria aariffuints hominis." Thus, 
wh at the Russian traveller Tedsoheuko showed 
relation to the oaae ot'- the " cyclops," oon- 
ddered as the host of the Guinea worm. Man- 
on has shown to obtain in the case of the 
'Culex mosquito." True, there was a differ- 
ence in detail, but both play tbe role of inter- 
mediate bearer, the little crustacean and the 
iroall mosquito. Dr. Cobbold, aa a practical 
comment on these dii^ooveries, well remarks 
that "if physicians will only reflect to what 
extent diseases hitherto obscure are to be asso- 
ciated with the bite of a gnat, they will, per- 
haps, be not less ready tnan hitherto to ex- 
tend a helping hand to those who, at great 
attri&oe, labor ia the £«lds of heimisthology." 
— Medical Mecord. 
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Chemical and Pharmaceutical Equiva- 
lents. 
Atomic Theory. 
"This article is from one of the moat ac«om- 
pHshed, and abletst writers in Philadelphia, and 
WB trust it will be read carefully, an it deserves 



Thia is, in chemiBtrj, the theory which 
maintaiDH the exintenoeui matter of phyBioally 
iodiviBihle parlicles called atoms, and whion 

erplaine the laws of combination by BUppoaing 
thai the chemical elementa unite by these 
particles when they form oompouadn. The laws 
of combiaatioti lelate either to the propartione 
in which Bubutanoes unite with one another, or 
to the proportion whiuh the different quanti- 
ties bear to each other, in which the same Bnb- 
Btance is found capable of uniling with some 
other substance. The proportion in whioh 
substancea unite with one aiother are dofinite, 
and not by insensible gradatioDB, and have 
this pecuiiarity, that tbey may be denoted by 
B Beriea of numberB representing a succession 
of ratios, which are not independent oF each 
other but connected throughout like the dif 
ferent links of the same chain. When these 
numbers denote the ratio of the weights of 
the coDBtituents in what is conHidered a pri- 
mary combination, th«y are called equivalent 
numbers or chemical equivalents; beoanrathey 
represent the relative weights in which the 
different chemical substances combine with or 
decompose e.ich other, and are, therefore, in 
that sense of equal value. Tbey are some- 
times i^\eA proportional numbers and com 
bining weights. The ratioa of oombiuation 
having this equivalent property, are called 
equivalent proportions. 

The equivalent numbers represent the ratioa 
in which both the elementary and compound 
bodies unite; but the equivalents of the com- 
pound bodies are erected ezclusively upon the 
equivalents of the elements as a basic, and are 
regulated by them. This will clearly appear 
when the fact i& adverted to that the equiva- 
lent of a comvonnd is merely the Bum of the 
e(]uivalent8 of its elementH; and that tl)enum 
bera obtained by this simple procesH of addi- 
tion for any two compounds will neci.'Bsarily 
represent the proportion in whioh such com- 
pounds will nnile with one another. The 
equivalents of compounds being thus deduced, 
it follows that it is of chief importance to 
ascertain the equivalents of the elemenlB. 

It has been Btated above that the laws of 
combination relate also to the proportion 
which the different quantities bear to each 
other, in which the same substance is capable 




of uniting with BOme other substance, 
descend to particulars, it is found that in not 
a few instances, the same substance will form 
two or more combinations with some other 
substance taken at a constant quantity; and 
the relation which the several quantities of 
the varying substance bear to eich other in 
its several combinations may be noticed . Now 
it is found invariably that this relation is a 
fimple one, and may be denoted by numbers 
which have a simple ratio to each other. Thus, 
for example, the relatii'c quantiticB of the 
varying ingredient which enter into combina- 
tion, supposing two com bin al ion B, may be a& 
I to 2, as 2 to 3 to 6; or supposing three com- 
binations, as the numbere 1, 2, 3. In all these 
caiiei), either all the higher quantities are 
multiples by a whole numoer of the lowest 
quantity; or all the quantities are multiples by 
a whole number of some number. To denoU: 
this remarkable relation in the numbers, ex 
prtssive of the different quantities of the var; 
ing irgredient uniting in several proportions, 
it is said to unite in multiple proportions. 

The laws of combination may, therefore, 1 
*aid to embrace the two general factsofeywi' 
aletit proportions and tnv It i pie proportions; th 
former denoting the relation in quantity < 
iifferent Bubatances when combining; the 1 
ler, the relation of the different q.iantitiefc 
llie same «iubstance in iia several combinatit 
with another substance. But it may be ssk 
why have the numbers representing chemi ■ 
combinationa these remarkable properti <" 
why are proportiims equivalent, and why w 
they mult/pie.' The answertotheaequestipib 
leada at once l-o the supposition that substanoe^ 
unite by certain particles or atoms which hav. 
diffL'rent weights, in other words to the sA',, 
tion of the atomic theory. . 

The more remarkable properties of equiv- 
lent proportions are that they are express i. 
by nambera whioh have a fixed and invari"* ' 
relation to each other, and that they fo' 
chain of ratios oonneoted throughont. ^ ' y, 
if it be supposed that substances, when they 
form oombinations, unite by their ultimate 
particles or atoms assumed to have different 
weights, the same fixed relation and equivalent 
property of the numbers denoting the com 
bining quantities would obtain. Thns >' i^ 
found that hydrogen aud oxygen, to f a 
water, unite in the fixed proportion of 1 ' ; 
and if it be supposed that, in tbi^ oombina >. 
the ultimate particles or atoms of the elemi 
unite, they having the relation in weight I 
to S; theu the relation of the quantity ol 
drogen to the quantity of oxygen in any g a 
portion of water would be precisely the s e 
as that ascertained by experiment. It is t a 
lihown that the euppoeilion of an atomi" "■ u 
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of oombination eatidfaatorily explains the re- 
markable propertie-t of the equivalent num- 
bera; while no other suppoeition iaeufficieot lo 
explain them. Hence it is reasoaable to con- 
clude thftt the atomie theory fai-niBhcs a true 
explanation of the peculiarttieB observed in 
theae nnmberB, aa denoting the proportions in 
whioh chemical Bubstanoee unite. 

It may be next proper to inquire how far 
the atomic theory is adequate to explain multi- 
ple proportionn, the oiber law of ohemical 
combination already adverted to. Here the 
remarkable property observed is that the dif- 
ferent qaantities in which one substance will 
combine with another substance, bear a simple 
relation to one another, called a multiple rela- 
tion. To adduce the simplest case of this 
kind, let us suppose that oxygen, according 
to its equivalent number 6, unites the nitrogen, 
according to its equivalent number L4; and 
that in a second combination, Ifi of oxygen 
unites with 14 of nitrogen. From the explan- 
ations already given, it will be understood 
that 8 and 14, being equivalent numbers, re 
present respectively the relative weights of 
the atoms of oxygen and nitrogen. But the 
different quantities in which oxygen combines 
with nitrogeo in the two combinations indioa 
ted, and represented by 8 and 16; and it is 
natural to inquire, why have these numbersso 
simple a relation to each other? The quantity 
of oxygen in the first combination being 8, 
why is its quantity in the second combination 
exactly 16, or twice 8, and not a little more or 
a little lesp? Now the theory of atomic com- 
bination answers these questions in the most 
satiafaotory manner. The equivalent quantity 
of oxygen 8, represents the weight of an atom 
of oxygen. If then more than the atom of 
oxygen 8, is found to unite with nitrogen in 
the second combination, the increase cannot 
Tie auj fractional part of 8, without dividing 
an atom; and the division of an atom, from its 
very nature, is held to be impossible; bat the 
increase may be the whole of 8, beoanae that 
ntimber represents an entire atom; and hence, 
the quantity of the oxygen in the first com- 
bination being 8, its quantity in the second 
may be 16, Here then the multiple relation 
of 16 to 8 is fully explained by admitting that 
the 8 represents the weight of one atom, and 
le 16, the weight of two; and the absenjo of 
y intermediate proportions is equally well 
plained by the property of indivisibility, 
oribed to an atom. Thus then multiple pro- 
irtions in chemistry are satisfactorily ac- 
>anted for by supposing combination by in- 
visible particles, or atoms. 
In the foregoing remarks we have endeav- 
)d to show that all the peculiarities observed 
iquivalent and multiple pruportionu are ac- 



counted for by supposing that substances com- 
bine by their atoms. Such a mode of com- 

bination, though universally admitted by 
chemists as a just representation of the manner 
in which substances unite, cannot, in the pres- 
ent state of science, be proved to take place- 
Hence the explanation of the taws of combin- 
ation, that they depend on the fact that 
chemical substances unite by their atoms, la 
called the atomic theorif. 



Mistletoe as an Oxytocic and for Uterina 
Hemorrhage. 

Dr. W. H. Long, Surgeon U. S. Marine 
Hospital Service, Louisville, Ky., {Louisville 
VIedioftI News, March 16, '78), states that he 
!ias used this plant as a substitute for ergot, 
for the past ten years. The infusion, decoouon 
or fluid extract of the leaves may be employed. 
He believes it to be far superior to ergot: 

1. IVcause it acts with more certainty and 
promptness. 

1. It does not produce continuous or tonio 
contractions, as ergot does, but stimulates the 
uterus to contractions that are natural, with 
regalar intervals of rest. Hence it cau be 
used in any stage of labor, aad i.i primiparie 
where ergot is inadmissible- 

3. It oaa always be procured fresh, does not 
deteriorate hy keeping, and is easily prepared, 

Dr. Long has instituted comparative tests 
of ergot and mistletoe, and found the latter 
effective when the former had proved inert. 
The infusion is made by taking 2 o?.. of the 
dried, or 4 oz. of the green leaver, pouring 
upon them one pint of boiling water, covering 
until cool enough to drink. D tse two lo four 
ounces repeated in twenty minutes, if neces- 
sary. He has seen excellent resiilts folio* its 
use in poat-partum hemorrhage and in men- 
orrhagia. 

Dr. LonR gives the botanical name of the 
plant as Viaauin album, which is the Euro- 
pean mistletoe, a plant once much vaunted as 
t remedy in epilepsy and other nervous dia- 
turbancej. As Dr. E. S. Crosier, of Louia- 
ville, reJiarks, (Medical News, April 6), our 
mistletoe belongs to a difEurent genu* — Phora- 
ihndran. The plant referred to by Dr, Long 
IS said by Dr. Crosier to be the P. ^/lanescens, 
wbioh in this section grows abandaally upoa 
the walnut, in New Jersey it is restricted to 
the sour-gum tree (N'l/ssa multijfora). It is 
well ti beir in mind the distinction between 
the European and AmeHi'an mistletoe, in 
order to avoid disappointment, and, perhaps, 
danger: the Virginia Mediual Monthly, calls 
attention to a caie of poisoning by the berries 
of Viicum album, reported to the British 
Medical Journal in 1874.— A'(. Louis Clinical 
Record. 
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Custard a Cholera Producer. 

If the coDoluaionB which Dr. W. R. S«Tier, 
of Joneeboro', Tens, has reached relative to 
a cause of cholera are anbatantiated by the 
experience of other obaervera as veil aa of 
himself, they are of the highest iroportaoce, 
and in any eyent worthy of careful ezamina- 
tioo, Durinq 1875 a severe cholera ontbreak 
occurred in tbe above named towo, some thir- 
ty deaths taking placa in a population of 1.500. 
Upon his analysiii of tbe disease and its symp- 
toms, Dr. Sevier, while attending the sufferers 
in that locality, reaelied the opioion that the 
malady was due to true blood poisoning, and 
UBdertook to combat it with chloriue instead 
of the usual specifics, opiates, quinine, brandy, 
etc., which had given unsatisfactory results. 
After some trials he obtained excellent effects 
from dosea of seBqui-chloride of iron with hy- 
drochloric acid and opium, losing but two out 
of fifty cases: and be attributes his saooess to 
the disinfecting proi>erties of the ohlorine aa 
affecting the secretlona of the stomach. In 
other words, bis theory, expressed in general 
terms, is that decomposing food in the stom- 
ach is just aa likely 10 cause cholera as a high- 
ly poisoned condition of the atmosphere. If 
the amount of animal food ie in ezoess of the 
acid present, decom|>osition ensues and septic 
poisona are generated, and the alimentary sub- 
stances most to be feared are oustarda and 
cheese. To these seemiitgly innocuous foods 
Dr. Sevier has traced oases of severe poison- 
ing, and this allhongh the preparations them- 
selves showed no offensive properties. The 
poison existed, nevertheless, in tbe products 
of fermentative action. Custards, he says, 
are especially dangerona, and after they are 
prepared "aliould be kept at a very low tem- 
peratare, and never be used after they have 
become in the least degree aour, or even insip- 
id. I have seen them in the latter condition 
when an occasional bubble of gas arising to 
tbe surface was tbe only evidence of the mis- 
chief transpiring beneath, but, as demonstrated 
in tbe caMcs cited, intensely poisonous." The 
same inviaible and destructive poison consti- 
tuting the cholera miasm exists m the toxical 
principle of decompoeing meat or cheese or 
fermenting custard. 

As regards the existenceof fflriform poison. 
Dr. Sevier regards the same as an epidemic in- 
fluence as due altogether to tbe absence or to 
the deficiency of azone in the atmosphere. 
When this element is present in sufficiency, it 
does not and cannot exist. The effect upon 
the system, he furthar considers, will depend 
on the amount of mariatio acid in the stom- 
ach. If the supply of this agent is auffioient 
to meet the demand, as heretofore anggested. 



DO detriment to health from this poison will- 
follow any amoant or degree of exposure. — 
Scientific American. 

Polyuria Successfully Treated by Ergot 
of Rye. 
The polyuria in a case reported by Dr. 
Render (France Medicale, February), was ac- 
companied by supraorbital neuralgia, vertigo 
with loss of conscionsaens, excessive thirst, 
and .hunger, with emaciation and loss of 
strength, although the patient consumed a 
considerable quantity of food. The urioecon- 
tained no trace of sugar; the quantity was 
about ten quarts a day. The nrea eliminated 
by this means in the twenty-four honra 
amounted to from about l,'i.50 to 1,400 grains, 
Before having recourse to ergot of rye tinc- 
ture of valerian waa first tried for this patient, 
in the dose first of fifteen minims, and soon 
afterward of half a draobm. Under the in- 
fluence of this treatment the urine diminished 
by nearly a quart. Sulphate of atropine, in 
the dose of one milligramme (.015 grain) at 
first, then two, daily produced a similar im- 
provement; but no advantage was found in 
Sersevering in this oourse, since tbe appetite 
iminished with the valerian, and the thirst 
increased with atropina Ergot of rye waa 
then tried. The success with this agent wag 
remarkable. In eight days the urine fell to 
1,600 grammes and the urea to fifteen grammes 
in the twenty-foar hours; the emaciation was 
stopped, the strength returned, while the 
thirst and the excessive desire for food also 
disappeared. Dr. A, Costa (New York Hos- 
pital Gazette, February IStli) reports also a 
case of diabetes insipidus With the excretion 
6f ten pints of urine daily, with sugar or 
albumen, marked by great emaciation, and 
states that he treated the patient with finid 
extract of ergot, which treatment had been 
followed by striking success, I. e., complete 
cure in two cases in private practice. Dr. 
Costa put the patient upon an initial dose of 
half a drachm of the fluid extract thrice daily, 
tbe dose to be increased gradually, first to 
to one drachm, and then to two drachms. 
There was at once apparent a great redaction 
in the quantity of urine passed daily. From 
ten pints it fell to six pints daily; then to three, 
where it remained. Even before reachir- 
the present limit he ordered tbe dose to 
gradually reduced, first to one drachm, ai 
Uien to half a drachm. Then it was stoppi 
altogether, and mint-water substituted in ii 
place. For the past two weeks he had ha 
no ergot, and might be considered permanentl 
cured. Tbe amount of urine daily passe 
varied between two and three pints. — Britii 
Medical Journal. 
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Sexual Hygiene. 

Dr. Geo. M. Beard {Proceedings Medical 
Society of King's Couuty, N. Y., April 1878) 
in an article on Hygiene of Chronic Nervous 
Diseases, reaches the following practical con- 
clusions on sexual hygiene: 

l.Ia savage, barbftrons and a e mi- civilized 
lands the sexual appetite can be, and is, and 
always has been, indulged by both seses, not 
only in the natural way, but in all sorts of 
unnatural ways, to enormous excess, without 
traceable barm to the nervous system. To a 
leas degree this is true of the lower orders in 
civilized lands— as slaves, sailors and peasan- 
try. 

2. The brain-working and indoor-living 
classes of civilization find it necessary to ■)b- 
serve the same caution in this respect as in 
regard to diet. They can bear only a fraction 
of what to the savage or the slave is a matter 
of indifference. 

3. There are individual idiosyncrasies in this 
regard. Some who are very feeble can bear 
much seiual indulgeaoe, just as some who can 
not raise their heads in bed, or take any stim- 
nlents or tonics, can eat and digest large 
quantities of food, or bear any amount of 
alcohol or electricity. 

4. Sexual intercourse is a tonic and sedative; 
and, like other tonic and sedative measures, 
it induces sleep, or, at least, quietness, and in- 
creases the disposition and capacity for work. 

When carried to relative excess — that is, 
excess for the individual at the time — it may 
j/rodnce, primarily, nervousness and wiikeful- 
ness, and seoondariiy, headache, neuralgia, 
and various symptoms ol exhaustion. The 
appetite for sex, like the appetite for food, 
can't well be regulated by arithmetic; but 
whenever any of these symptoms follow in- 
dulgence, they suggest excels at that time. 
At another time, aodur different circumstances, 
the same indulgence for the same individual 
may do no harm. 

5. The evils of over- persistent seiual ex- 
cess are usually temporary and very recover- 
able. 

The notion that structural and incurable 
^' "eases — as locomotor ataxia, progressive 
Lscular atrophy, etc., are caused, primarily, 
excess, is not sustained by his obaervation. 
[e says: ' It would appear that the organs 
jhonght, the organs of digestion and the 
ans of gener.ition can bear, and were de 
led to bear, a va^t amount of abuse with- 
. permanent irjury. Were it not so, the 
uan race would disappear from the face of 
earth." 

e thinks that masturbation is more likely 
-gure than natiural methods of sexual ex"i- 



First, It can be practiced in early years, 
even in childhood. 

Second, It can be practiced at any time and 
alone, and therefore more frequently. These 
two causes account for the temporary or per- 
manent debility that follows long continuance 
of the vice. 

6. Excessive sexual indulgence, or abuse, 
acting on a strong constitution, produces loctd 
functional disease of the sexual organs — im- 
potence in its various gradts; acting on a ner- 
vous and delicate constitution, it produces 
general nervous exhaustion. 

The worst oases of impotence he has ever 
seen were in men of iron frames. The feeble, 
finely organiiied constitution cannot abuse it- 
self long enough to become impotent; excess 
BO soon shows itself on the general system, 
that it is impossible to induce local disease. 
The same rule holds good in writer's cramp. 
This is a disease of the comparatively strong; 
the feeble and nervous can not write hard 
enough or long enough to get the disease — 
fatigue of the system warns them in time, and 
forces them to stop or take it easy. — Si. Louis 
Clinical Record. 



New Method for the Estimation of Sul- 
phur in Organic Conapounds. 



Considering the number of methods which 
have been proposed, as for example that of 
Liebig, Kolbe, Debus, Ruwael, Oarius, Warren, 
and Saner, Mixter, Wiedet, aud Schmidt, etc., 
one would naturally mippose that nothing was 
to be desired for the analysis uf sulphur in 
organic subntances. 

We recently had occasion to make a num- 
ber of determinations of sulphur in organic 
compounds, and were led to investigate the 
various methods proposed, and to carefully 
try a number of them — some of which were 
found not to be of general applicability, others 
gave results too high or too low, while others 
required complicated apparatus, thereby oaus- 
ing opportunity for unavoidable errors. 

We will not at present discuss the relative 
merits of the various methods, but will pro- 
need at once to a short statement of our own, 
which we hope, for its very simplicity and ao- 
'luracy, will conLmeiid itself to the attention 
■>f ohemistf. 

Fufrc from 30 to 50 grras. of pure stick po- 
tassium hydroxide in a large crucible, prefer- 
;ibiy a silver one. 

Introduce from O'l to 0'5 grm. of the sub- 
Hanue upon the solid polsasiuni hydroxide. 
If the substance can be conveniently transfer 
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red to the onioible without the use of water 
it has been fonnd beat, as the presence of wa- 
ter makes the operation nnnecesaarily long. 

The mixture is then gently fused until the 
potassium hydroside has lost all of its water, 
and the li<jaid has assumed a qniet state. Tbi« 
operation la not a violent one, but water and 
gases are gradually evolved. 

Heat is applied gently at first, and increased 
as the operation proceeds. 

It ia immaterial in what form the sulphur 
exists in organic compounds, since the sulphur 
in all cases will be transformed into an oxygen 
compound, and will be found combined with 
the alkali, which is present in excess. 

In this operation potassium sulphite will be 
formed. In no case was there a trace of the 
lower oxidea of sulphur detected, although in 
some ca^es there may be produced a minute 
trace of potassium sulphate. 

The fused mass ia then treated with water, 
filtered if necessary, and to the clear solution 
is added a iaturated solution of bromine wa- 
ter, until the liquid has assumed a slightlt 
yellowish lint. Hydrochloric aoid is then ad- 
ded to acid reaction, thereby producing oxy- 
gen and bromine in statu nascenti, both of 
which are powerful oxidiiting agents. 

The mixture is then heated, gently at first, 
until all the bromine has been expelled. To 
the clear solution barium chloride is added, 
and treated aa usual for the determination of 
barium sulphate. 

As will be seen from the above statement, 
wehave mixture, after the addition of bromine 
water, consisting of potassiam bromide, potas- 
sium bromate, and potassium sulphite. 

If now to this solution hydrochloric acid be 
added, there will be a liberation of hydrobro- 
mio acid, which will act upon the bromate, in 
a manner similar to the incomplete action ol 
hydroohlorio add upon chlorates in solution. 

Furthermore, we will have a complete de- 
oomposition of the bromate by hydrochloric 
acid, by which there will be formed also naa- 
osnt oxygen and bromine. 

To illustrate the correctness of this method, 
a number of analyses have been performed, 
which will be given in a later and more ex- 
tended communication. 

It is our intention to employ this mode of 
oxidation in a number of cases which do not 
bear upon the question under consideration. 

We wish to direct the attention of chemists 
to the fact that the potassium hydroxide, as 
ordinarilv found in this country, and sold as 
chemically pure, contains a veri/ large amonnl 
of potassium chloride. In such cases it is not 
advisable to use a silver crucible, as the stiver 
is thereby attacked, forming chloride of silver. 
^ ■'^uientijic American. 



Some Kecent Facts about Common 
Poisons. 

Dr. W. E. M. Qaiston, of Atoka, Tenn., re- 
cords a oaae of recovery from poisoning by 
strychnine. A young woman on September 
13, 1877, took a dose of the poison to commit 
suicide. Ten minutes afterwards she regret- 
ted the act and asked her parents to send for 
a doctor. When he came he administered 
chloroform, which produced an immediate im- 
provement. A strong emetiii was given, and 
the stomach was then kept full of sweet oil, 
white of egg, and tinseea tea, while mild in- 
halations of chloroform were administered as 
occasion seemed to demand. The result was 
A complete recovery within a comparatively 
short space of time. The action of chloroform 
in this case was analogous to that of chloral 
hydrate in the preceding notes. 

ABfiENIC. 

In a paper read at the Alumni meeting of 
the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, the 
author claims to have fully established the 
question of the efficacy of dialysed iron as 
an antidote for arsenical poisoning. He states 
that common salt should always be given to 
the subject immediately after the iron solution 
for the purpose of precipitating the iron, in 
case the gastric juice should fail to be snfii- 
oient. 

It has been discovered by Rouyer that fresh- 
ly precipitated sexquihydrate of iron, although 
an antidote for arsenious acid (arsenic of the 
shops), fails entirely to counteract the action 
of arseniate of soda or arsenite of potassa 
(^Fowler's solution), but that a mixture of a 
solution of the sesqui-chloride of iron and the 
o\ide of magnesium will counteract the effect 
of the^e salts, as well as the arsenious acid 
itself, and hence this mixture is always to be 
preferred to the hydrate in cases of poisoning 
Dy arsenio. The officinal solution of the sea- 
quiohloride of iron should first be adminis- 
tered, and afterwards the magnesia. In one 
hour after the administration of the antidote, 
a cathartic should be given. In all cases aoid 
drinks (such as lemonade) are to be avoided, 
since the compounds they form are soluble 

The poison most commonly used for or 
nal purposes is arsenio, its tastelessnesa prev 
ing the victim recognizing it. In view of tl 
JDr. Jeannel, of Parin, proposes that druggi 
shall f<ell arsenio to the public only when 
combined that it immediately attracts at 
tion when added, either by accident or des 
to food. For this purpose he directs attent 
to Grimaud's mixture, whiish consists of abi 
one-sixth of a grain each of sulphate of i' 
and cyanide of potassium to every 15 grs 
of arsenious acid, forming a light blue n- 
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der. On being moistened, however slightly, 
it beoomes of a rioh blue color, while the taste 
is so difitinotly chalybeate that it is impossible 
to overlook its presence in any article of food. 

LEAD. 

A singular fact is given in the Journal de 
Meckcine of the effect of the habitual use of 
milk in white lead works. In some French 
lead mills it was observed that, in a large 
working population, two men who drank much 
milk daily were not affected by lead. On the 
general use of milk throughout the works the 
occurrence of lead colic ceased. Each opera- 
tor was given enough extra pay to buy a quart 
of milk a day. From 1868 to 1871 no cases 
of colic had appeared. — Scientific American. 

^^♦—^ — 

Medical Graduates, in 1878. 

The following list of graduates this Spring 
is given by the New York MediccUJoumcU: — 

Jefferson Medical College 203 

University of the»City of New York. . . . 163 

Bellevue Hospital Medical College 130 

University of Pennsylvania 127 

College of Physicians and Surgeons,N.Y. 109 

Medical College of Ohio 102 

Missouri Medical College 102 

Rush Medical College, Chicago 129 

University of Maryland 100 

University of Nashville : 90 

University of Louisiana. 55 

Columbus Medical College 50 

ChicaffO Medical College 47 

McGill University, Montreal 27 

Atlanta Medical College 24 

Detroit Medical College 20 

Woman's Medical College Chicago 7 

University of Louisville 71 

Louisville Medical College 70 

Miami Medical College, Ohio 61 

St. Louis Medical College 49 

Buffalo Medical College 43 

Indianapolis Medical College 41 

Cincinnati College of Medicine 33 

Indianna Medical College 29 

Woman's Medical College, Philadelphia. 19 

Louisville Hospital Medical College 17 

^ iversitv of California (1877) 16 

aical College of the Pacific (1877).. . 13 

^ical College of Virginia 12 

^tal 1938 

is is a pretty numerous addition to the 
of doctors. — Med, and Surg. Reporter. 



. a regular meeting of the New York Acad> 
J of Medicine, held March 7th, Dr. T. Gail- 
\ of Paris, was elected corresponding mem- 
-Med, Record. 



For JoumcU MctUria Medico. 

Expulsion of a Fibroid Tnmor from the 
Uterus by the Use ot Ergot. 

BY F. D. LAMB, M. D., OBBAT BBND YILLAGEji PA. 

On the 7th of April, 1878, 1 was called to 
see Mrs. B., aged 29, the mother of one child 
and that eleven months old. I learned that 
she was suffering from a severe hemorrhage 
from the uterus. I was informed that since 
the birth of her child, that she had had such 
attacks every two or three weeks up to three 
months previous to my visit. She told me 
that for the first eight weeks after the birth 
of the child, the flowing was so profuse that 
she was obliged to remain in bed eight weeks* 
She informed me that she had nursed the 
child ten months ^and a-half, and during the 
period of lactation she had been troubled 
with severe headaches, and for the last three 
month had more or less nausea and vomiting. 
The sickness in the morning and the complete 
disappearance of the flowing had led Mrs. 
B. to think that she was pregnant and was 
then threatened with a miscarriage. The 
hemorrhage was so profuse that the pfttient 
could not raise her head from the pillow with- 
out syncope^ Upon vaginal examination I 
found the os slightly dilated, and a firm 
obstruction filling the cervix. I was at once 
confident that the obstruction was not a pro- 
duct of conception being thrown off, as it was 
of a firmer consistency readily distinguish- 
able by touch. I then decided it 4^ be a 
tumor or polypus. The only thing for me to 
do, the patient being in such an exsangui- 
nated condition, was to form a coagulum at 
the OS and try to contract th€( uterus upon the 
obstruction so that no more blood should be 
lost at that time. I eave one dram of the 
tincture of opium and twenty drops of fluid 
extract of ergot, then saturated a piece of 
cotton with a strong solution of persulphate of 
iron and pressed it against the os, and then 
packed tne vagina with a tampon. Then 
ordered the nurse to keep the patient in the 
position I left her, (head depressed and hips 
elevated) and to give ten drops of the ergot 
every two hours, and to give small powders 
of lead and opium every two hours until I re- 
turned. In eight hours I viiBited her and re- 
moved the tampon ; found that the hemorrhage 
had nearly subsided, and the patient had 
rallied and was feeling much better. Upon 
examination I found that the tumor had de- 
scended a little, and that the uterus was mak- 
ing feeble expulsive efforts. I ordered the 
ergot to be continued as beford*, and to have 
astringent vaginal injections used once or 
twice per day, and cold applied to t^e hypo- 
gastrium if the hemorrhage should increase, 
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and opiam at night to indnce sleep . Each 
day showed b little farther advanoement so 
the treatment was oontinned until the seventh 
day, wbeD the tnmor was severed from its 
attachment and expelled. It weighed two 
oancea (avoir). Apparently the neck or 
constricted portion was attached near the tan-. 
das, the body of the tumor resting f>n the 

Posterior surface of the cavity of the body, 
he hemorrhage oeased, and under the use of 
tonics the patient rapidly improved. Per- 
haps the persistent action of ergot might more 
frequently take the place of surgioal treat- 
ment for inmore of this kind, with equally 
good results aud leas danger from hemorrhtge. 



^ 



Button RemoTed from Trachea Three 
Years After its Lodgement. 

Dr. Bridge exhibited a bntton removed by 
operation from tbe traohea of a woman, with 
the following history: She was a native of 
Ireland, 40 yeart of age, and the mother of a 
large family, and had been troubled for about 
a ye^ with a dry and harassing cough. She 
was sent to Dr. Bridge bv Dr. Ormiston, of 
Brooklyn, in order that sne mi^ht have an 
examination of bet larynx, and if necessary 
have an operation performed. She had con- 
sulted six or seren physidans in Brooklyn, 
the majority of whom stated that she had 
ooDBumption, basing their opinion upon the 
coagh rather than upon any positive physical 
signs. Dr. B. could not, however, discover 
any physical sigQB of such a condition. Be- 
fore asking her anything concerning her his- 
tory, Dr. B. made a lar3nigoBOopio examina- 
tion. The larynx and pharynx were perfectly 
normal; but when the patient took a full in- 
spiration and separated the vocal oords fully, 
a black sabstanoe was discovered in the 
trachea, and lying across it in a diagonally 
transverse condition. Dr. B. then Teamed 
that three years previously, the patient, while 
on a voyage from Liverpool to New York, 
and while playing with her child, and at the 
same time holding between her lids a bntton, 
the latter escaped down her throat during an 
iuspiratioD. Immediately after the accident 
she had a number of snffocating spasms, which 
were undoubtedly due to the presence of the 
button in the trachea, but which ceased with- 
in an hour or two. The surgeon of the ship 
said that the button must have gone into the 
stomach, which 3pinion was endorsed by some 
of the medical gentlemen who afterwardu saw 
her in Brooklyn. A year after the accident 
the patient was seized with a dry cough, 
which wa<4 attended with some wheezing in 
breathing. On discovering the foreiga body 



in the traohea. Dr. Bridge at once decided to 
operate, and the patient was accordingly ad- 
mitted into the Trinity Infirmary, The but- 
ton lay in such a position that it might have 
been readily seized with a pair of foneps, but 
as there was great danger of its being tilted 
during the struggles of the patient, and plug- 
ging up the trachea, demanding tracheotomy 
under very disagreeable circumstances, the 
safer coarse was taken of administering ether. 
The button was then easily removed. Thf 
patient left the Infirmary perfectly well leu 
days afterwards. — The Medical Record. 



Bacteria 

Dr. Arthur Downes and Mr. T. P. Blunt 
presented to the Royal Souiety (England) the 
result of some very interesting observations 
on the effect of li^ht upon bacteria and other 
organisms. The expenmenis were carried out 
in great detul, and their record is too lengthy 
to be given in full. The deductions to be 
drawn may be snmmed up as follows: 1. 
Light is inimical to the development of 
bacteria and the nioroaoopio fungi associated 
with putrefaction and decay, its action on the 
latter organisms being apparently less rapid 
than npou the former. 3. Under favorable 
conditions it wholly prevents that develop- 
ment, but under lees favorable ones it may 
only retard. 3. The preservative quality of 
light, as might be expected, is moat powerful 
in the direct solar rays, but can be demon- 
strated to exist in ordinary diffused daylight. 
4, So far as the investigation has gone, it 
would appear that it is ehiefly, but perhaps 
not entirely, associated with the actinic rays 
of the spectrum. 5. The fitness of a cultiva- 
tive fluid to act as a nidus is not impaired by 
insulation. The germs originally present in 
such a liquid may be wholly destroyed, and a 
pntrescrible fiuid perfectly preserved by the 
unaided action of light. 

In the course of the investigations it was 
observed that when bacteria appeared early 
and in large numbers in the solutions uped, 
the mycelium of penicillinm, or other micro- 
scopic fungi was rarely seen, the bacteria 
apparently preoccupying the ground; when, 
however, the development of bacteria i ~ 
from some cause retarded or prevented, tuft 
detioate mycelium were frequently found 
the solutions after they had been tuoaeed 
removed into diffused light. No mycelii 
however, appeared during the period of 
posnre of a solution, except under certain c 
ditions, nor indeed afterwards if this ^ 
sufficiently prolonged. 

These gentlemen, therefore, infer that 1- 
may retard, or altogether prevent, the 
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pearanoe of mycelial fuagi, but that its ia- 
fluenoe in this renpect is slower and less 
powerful than upon the aohizomycetes. They 
also suggest that this may explain, in part ai 
least, the sparing distribution of bacteria in 
ordinary air, as compared with the prevalence 
of the spores of penoillium, eto., a fact ob- 
served by Burden- Sanderson and others. — 
The Medical Record. 



Cleansing the Bladder without the use 
of the Catheter, 
Df . Berthole suggested last year a method 
of injecting fluids into the bladder without 
the use of the catheter. If a stream of water 
or other fluid is introduced into the urethra, it 
will, if entering under sufiicient pressure, gra- 
dually dilate the sphincter vesicee, and it may 
be caused to enter the bladder when through 
inflammation or otherwise the urethra is so 
sensitive as to prevent the passage of a metal 
or gum catheter. 

In Dr. Burthole's method the patient sits on 
the floor with his back against the wall, thighs 
and knees turned out, and the toes tnmed in. 
A vessel is placed conveniently 'o oatoh any 
water which may escape. An irrigator with 
a long tube, with a stop cock somewhere in Its 
course, is placed upon a bench near by. The 
tube of the irrigator terminates in a canula of 
hard rnhber twelve to fourteen centimetres 
long, and six millimetres in diameter, which 
is well oiled and inserted into the nrethra ; and 
the patient keeping this in place with the left 
hand can easily regulate the fliw of the fluid 
with his right hand upon the' stop -cock. When 
the latter is opened, the water u«ualiy pene- 
trates into the bladder without the patient's 
being consoious of its entrance, kjo soon as 
he feels the deaire to urinate, the stop-cock is 
to be turned ofl, as the bladder is then full. 
The paiient can now empty the bladder at 
once or can retain the fluid some little time. 
The water should be wanned to the tempera 
tare of the body, and the best time for em- 
ploying the injection is just betore going to 
bed. A single injection, in oyatitii, will thin 
the stagnant urine, and deprive it of its irri- 
*"'ing quality- 

'.a various diseases, water or medicated fluids 
ly be injected by this method, which will, 
'baps, make lo^Jal treatment of bladder oases 
-e frequent. — The Do'-.lor. 



Russian Soldier's Bread. 

n analysis of the bread isHued to Rnssiao 
3pB in Bulgaria, showed that it contained 
eteen per ceut. of saw dust and fourteen 

cent, of sand — Iluapitol G-azette. 



^otes on l^nrrent ^cbiml Sradice 
anb ^pinions. 

A Very Intractable Case of Vomiting Du- 
ring Pregnancy Treated by Tannin. 

Dibon^ reports a ca.se of this kind in the 
Archives de Toxicologie for September, 1877. 
The patient was a young woman, about 22 
years of age, whose constitution was not very 
strong, but who bad never had any serious 
sickness. The vomiting commenced very 
early in her pregnancy, but only became 
alarming after two months. All the usual 
means — snch as iced drinks, alcoholic liquors, 
champagne, bitters of various kinds, anti- 
Bpasmodic^, tonics, opiates, bromide of potas- 
sium, chloral, belladonna, dfcc. — were tried 
without benefit. Before resorting to the in- 
duction of abortion, it was determined to try 
tannin, which was given in the form of a pill, 
and in the dose of 1^ grain morning and 
evening. Two hours after taking thu first pill, 
the patient was able to take a little soup, and 
this she did again in the evening. The vomit- 
ing was not entirely relieved, but lessened to 
such a (Kgree that the nourishment could be 
taken and retained in sullieiont quantity. An 
intense headache, which lasted for some weeks, 
also disappeared in a few days, and strength 
was rapidly regained. 

UYI'ODKRUIC INJECTIONS OF ^THBB FOB THB 



CONVULSIONS 



EETHING INFANT, 



In La Tribune Midicale for January 6th, 
1878, is a paper by Dr. G<-lle on this subject. 
"An infant, aged seven and a-half months, ^ 

who was just cutting the lower incisor teeth, 
began suffering with frequent and obstinate 
vomiting, diarrhiea, and subsequently convul- 
sions. During the intervals when the child . 
was not convulsed, it was comatose, aod hence 
it was impossible to administer remedies by 
the mouth, evea if the vomiting had permitted 
it. There was high fever, and pressun' on the 
abdomi'n evidently caused pain. The face 
was pale, and wore an expression of suffering, t 
The pulse was quick and respiration labored, ] 
'J'bcre was evidently a subacute " catarrhal I 
sate." The convulsions were caused by the 1 
general trouble of the organism. There was 
also a slight pnt^umonia which was just , 
developing. The chii'f indication was first, to I 
arrest the vomiting and convulsions, in ihe ^ 
second place, to reduce the temperature by 
bringing on free respiration, and finally, to 
lessen, as far as possible, the pulmonary trou- 
ble. Ten drops of sulphuric ethur were iu- 
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jeeted plowly in each thigh of the Utile patieut, 
who seemed to feel the prick of the needles, 
though it paid but little attention to it. The 
COLVTilaions did not appear again after the in- 
jecti'iu-i^at least the only two which occurred 

S:c'fi lioiirs after)-were §o alight as scarcely to 
csui've llie name. The ■vomiting ceased en- 
tirely, and the little patient fell asleep. A 
slight pneumonia of the apex of the right 
lung occurred, which was followed by an ob- 
stinate bronchitie; but after some time the 
child's health was entirely established, No 
local trouble occurred at the points of inject- 

PHYSIOLOGICAL MEANS OF PRKTBNTINU THE 



PSKSEMTATION 



a SHOULDER. 



JI. Rnard (Xa TVibune Medicate Jan. 13tb, 
1S78), after calling attention briefly to the 
danger, both to the mother and child, in 
shoulder presentations, states that for some 
years past, he has been endeavoring to deter- 
mine the canae of such faulty presentations, 
with a view of preventing them. lie claims 
that the cautte lies in the too great laxity of 
the abdominal walls; and in proof of this, he 
calls attention to the fact that shoulder pro- 
aentations are sever times more frequent in 
multiparte than in primiparie. The cause does 
not reside in an original malformatiofi of the 
uterus. If this be true, he continues, by giv- 
ing to a woman, whose abdominal walls arc 
too lax, a band to wear during the latter part 
of pregnancy, the abnormal presentation of 
the child will be prevented. He states that 
in more than twenty cases, when shoulder 
presentations were recognized before labor set 
ID, the Dial -presentation has been rectified by 
the band, so as to cause the vertex to present. 
In only two cases where this means was re- 
sorted to, did it fail, and then version had to 
be practiced. In conclusion, he says that in 
every case where the head is not in the pelvic 
excavation during the last month of pregnancy, 
every means should be adopted to bring it 
there. (Barnes Obnletric OperatioTie, pp. (15- 
BB), when speaking of the results of a "pen- 
dulous abdomen," does not allude to the view 
expressed here by Pinard; nor does Keishman 
lay stress on this pointj though, in speaking 
of the causes of shoulder presentations, he 
mentions "uterine obliquity" as one. 

A CASK OK P08T-PABTUM nKMOKEHAGKTEElTBD 

HT "btatt'k method". 

In the Virginia Medical Monthly of Febru- 
ary, 1878, Dr. Woodley, of Kingston, N. C, 
relates the following case which is of great 
practical importance; 

"I was called on the night of October 20th, 
isTT, to visit Mrs. M. T., aged 22 years, in 



labor with her first child, I arrived at two 
o'clock, A. M., and was informed that she had 
been in labor since four o'clock of yesterday 
afternoon. At the time of my arrival the bag 
of waters had been ruptured, and the pains 
were recurring every tw-enty or thirty minutes. 
I made a digital examination, and found tbe 
head presenting left occipito anterior ; os fully 
dilated, and the conjugate diameter less than 
four inches. I waited until morning, enter- 
taining the vain hope that nature would be 
sufficient to effect a delivery. I applied for- 
ceps, and after continued efforts was unable to 
effect a delivery, owing to the large size of 
the child's head and smallness of the superior 

Finding it necessary to resort to craniotomy, 
and not having the necessary instruments with 
me, I sent for Dr. Hyatt to assist me. He' 
came about 2^ o'clock on the 21st, and 
after examining the patient agreed with me 
as to the expediency of the proposed opera- 
tion. In a short time we succeeded in deliver- 
ing the head, 'allowing the body of the child 
to remain in the uterus and vagina. We were 
apprehensive of uterine inertia and post-partum 
hemorrhage; but we hoped that by waiting 
we would give the uterus sufficient time to 
regain power and remain contracted after it 
was emptied of its contents. After waiting 
about half an hour, we delivered the body of 
the child, and found tlie placenta attached to 
the fundus of the uterus, and hemorrhage be- 
gan to be profuse. While I was deliver- 
ing tbe placenta. Dr. H. gave the patient a 
dose of fluid extract of ergot. 

The flooding continuing after the removal 
of tbe placenta and blood clots, Dr. Hyatt 
handed me a rubber bag, which I passed into 
the cavity of the uterus. After its introduc- 
tion, I distended it with cold water by means 
of a Davidson syringe. I used about a pint 
and a-half of water, which was sufficient to 
arrest the hemorrhage completely. The bag 
adapted itself to the open ends of the bleeding 
vessels and completely sealed them. While I 
held the bag in the uterus, Dr. Hyatt kneaded 
the uterus Mrough tbe abdominal walls. In 
a few minutes, contraction of the organ came 
on and expelled the bag. There was no fur- 
ther trouble, and up to the present time 
patient's convalescence has been in every w 
normal. 'ITiis method of arresting post-part 
hemorrhage is certainly the speeaiest, aafi 
and most effectual to which I have ever 
sorted. During the last twenty years I h; 
seen a number of cases of this alarming 
cident, and have used all the usual remed 
recommended; but the method of treatm 
adopted in the case just reported gives 1 
best result of any known tome. I would s 
gest to those engaged in the practice of ob*^ 
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rics to always be equipped with a nnmber of 
rubber bags (Barnes' dilators will do), and a 
Davidson syringe. Then the doctor need not 
fear any case of postpartum hemorrhage 
which may be due to uterine inertia." The 
principle that Dr. Hyatt claims priority foria, 
not damming up the blood into the uterine 
cavity, but that of elastic pressure applied to 
the mouths of the bleeding vessels — just as 
pressure is usually applied to the open mouths 
of the divided vessels on the surface of the 
body. The India rubber bag is used simply 
because nothing else will give this elastic 
pressure. Even should the uterus be very 
flaccid, the hag can he distended to such an 
extent that it will fill the entire cavity. It is 
impossible for the uterus to be distended by 
this bag to a greater size than it was previous 
to the onset of labor; but the organ can he 
distended to such a size with the greatest 
safety, should so much distention be required 
before a sufficient amount of elastic pressure 
is brought to bear upon the open mouths of 
the bleeding vessels to seal them and thus 
check the hemorrhage. The number of cases 
which have now been treated by this method 
robs post-partum hemorrhage of its dread, 
and makes us masters of the situation. 
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HtTMAN TKMPERATUEK IN TUB TROPICS. 

We learn from the Medical Times and 
Gazette that Surgeon Major Johnston has 
made an extensive series of observations in 
India, on the subject of the normal tempera- 
ture of the body in the tropics, and has found 
that, contrary to the general opinion, it is 
rather lower than the average temperature in 
the north. In one series of observations he 
found the mean axillary temperature to he 
97. 63°, and in another 97. 74°. 

BELLADONNA IN COLtATSB. 

Dr. Reinhard Weber, in the PhUaddphia 
Medical THmes, recommends the use of small 
doses of belladonna as more efficient in cases 
of collapse than camphor, musk, alcohol, and 
other stimulants usually prescribed to restore 
the failing action of the heart. Dr. Weber 
claims to have been the first to recommend 
the use of belladonna for this purpose. He 
ea a physiological theory of its action, and 
iports his arguments by reports of several 

STRYCIINIA IN BBONCHITie. 

a letter to the Philadelphia Medical 
iM of January 19th, Dr, Fothergill dwells 
iOrae length on the great valne of strychnia 
m expectorant in bronchitis. By its action 
the respiratory centre, it proves useful 
n increase of respiratory power is needed 
"-T expulsion of mucus gathered in the air 



tubes. He gives it either alone or in combi- 
nation with the ordinary cough mixtures. On 
the same principle it has proved useful in 
chronic bronchitis, with emphysema, and in 
the dyspncra of advanced Bright' s disease. 

PL*STKK-0F- PARIS DRESSING APPLIED IS FEAG- 
TURE OF THE CLAVICLE. 

In Bellevuo Hospital the house surgeon, Dr. 
W. L. Cuddlehack, has devised a novel meana 
of treating fracture of the clavicle by means 
of the plaster-of-paris bandage. The principle 
consists in retaining the arm of the affected 
side in an immovable position; and from the 
results obtained it would seem to offer some 
marked advantage over the other method, It 
has the advantage of leaving the clavicle open 
for inspection, and, if necessary, pressure can 
be applied to either of the fragments. 

The detail of the method is as follows: The 
elbow is bent in the proper position, and the 
arm placed in the usual manner across the 
thorax, so that the clavicle is carried hack- 
ward and outward, A pad of cotton-wool is 
then placed in the axilla, and an additional 
amount of wool beneath the hand where it 
rests on the opposite shoulder. The ordinary 
plaster bandage is then carried two or three 
times across the thorax and arm of the affected 
side, and then made to pass obliquely along 
the course of the forearm of the affected side 
from the olecranon to the hand. It is then 
]>aaBBd obliquely down the back, and directly 
across the body, as when first applied. The 
bandage is passed, alternately, directly across 
the body, and obliquely along the forearm a. 
Muflicient number of times to make the shoul- 
der perfectly immovable. To prevent pres- 
sure of the olecranon on the dressing, the 
elbow is padded with cotton-wool during the 
application of the plaster roller. 

PEAOnCAL NOTES ON HOG CHOLERA. 

Prof. Wra. Osier, of Montreal, read a paper 
on the hog cholera, which was existing in 
Canada, and presented numerous specimens 
which he had prepared, showing the pathologi- 
cal appearance of the intestines. He said, the 
first symptom noticed in affected swine was 
an increase of the temperature from 103° to 
110°, the normal temperature being 103°. 
Following this, the animal became heavy and 
thirsty. On the second week spots appeared 
on the abdomen. These spots, at times were 
complicated with extravasations. IJiarrhcea 
subsequently appeared, but was not alwaya 
present. The disease ran its course in three 
weeks, hut in some cases it proved fatal in a» 
many days. The dise.ase was contagions, the 
elements of contagion being furnished by the 
breath, the emanations from the skin, and 
the discharges from the intestines. The 
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pathology of the disease was a vexed question, 
some holding that it was a speciea of typhoid 
fever, others that there woa no reaemblauco to 
that disease. 

The large intestine was most frequently the 
seat of lesion. In only two of the case.s ex- 
amined by Dr. Osier was there any change in 
the small intestines, and this consisted in the 
deposit of diphtheritic membrane. The most 
striking change in the color was a crast not 
unlike syphilitic rupia, which existed on the 
mucous surface. There was neither ulcera- 
tion nor presence of inflammation around the 
crusts. In some of the cases, instead of the 
crusts there were noticed CKtravasations iato 
the mucous and Bub-mucous tisBues; in others, 
pea-shaped elevations. The lungs were fre- 
quently found to exhibit the caseous form of 
broncho-pneumonia. 

The treatment of the disease was unsatis- 
factory, and the only method of limiting the 
disease was by quarantining suapected caiea, 
killing them wfien the disease became mani- 
fest, and thus stamping but the disease. 



Monthly Summary. 



Physioloalcal Treatment of Stuttering. 

Very great success m reported aa attendipg 
the treatment of stuttering by purely physio- 
logical training, according to the system of 
M, Cheivin, of Paris. Three types of stutter- 
ing are distinguished: First, that oconring 
during inspiration; second, stuttering during 
expiration; third, stuttering during both these 
periods, and between breaths. The treatment 
IS divided into three stages. The first involves 
various respiratory exercises, during whiob 
the pupil is first taught to make a long full 
inspiration and follow it by regular forcible 
expiration. Then the respiratory movements 
are made with various rhythms until they be- 
come full, regular, and easy, instead of beiDR 
jerky, labored, and fatiguing.' In the second 
stage of treatment, exercises with vowel sounds 
are substituted for the previous mute bresth- 
inirs, giving to each vowel the various m<MJi- 
lications of tone, pitch, duration, etc., heard 
in ci>nvereation. The third stage comprises 
exercises on consonants, alone and in oombi- 
tiation with vowels; at first slowly, then rapid- 
ly, varying the duration and pitch of each *yl- 
lable, and passing from words of one syllable 
to those of two and more. Prepared by these 
exercises the pupil learns to articulate slovly 
and methodically short sentences, then longer 
periods aud paragraphs, separating wenterces 
^nd always besinning with a deep inspiration. 




Twenty days of this treatment usually sufGoe 
for a perfect cMTe.—SoierttiJic American. 

Contagion by Mall. 

The London Telegraph has recently pub- 
lished a correspondent's letter, set'.ing forth a 
remarkable instance of scarlet fever being 
communicated by a letter. A lady wrote to 
a friend to inform her that she was nursin;; 
her daughter, suffering from suarlatina. The 
friend after reading and burning the letter, 
gave the envelope in which it was oontained 
to one of her children to play with. Shortly 
after, the child became sick of the same dis- 
ease, whiob the physioian traced to his own 
satisfaction to the affected letter. It might 
be suggested that an examination into the 
prevalence of contagious maladies among 
post office employes would throw some light 
on the danger of a possibly infected mail. 
One letter capable of commuuicating scarlet 
fever or small-pox would probably render 
every other missive in the sane pouch equally 
dangerous aa a disseminator of disease. At 
any rate it is on the safe aide to send no oom- 
munications from infected houFes save those 
that are absolutely necessary, and these should 
be immediately burned. — Scientifi'^ American, 

A Remarkable Dase of Morphine Tolerancw 
by an Infant. 

Pr. J. L. Little reports (Am. Jour. Obstet. 
April, 1878), a case where paregoric in smaU 
doses was administered to a child three weeks 
old, for the relief of suffering caused by an 
inflammation of the knee joint. The child 
gradually bore larger and larger doses — the 
paregoric was changed to tr. opii..and this 
again to Magendie's solution. Soon the child 
obtained such a tolerance of this drug that, 
in a couple of mouths, from half a drachm to 
a drachm a day was necessary to quiet it. 
This state of things continued until tfie 
amount consumed by the child, then less than 
eight months old, was two ounces of Magen- 
lii^s solution in twenty four hours. The dose 
was gradually diminished at the rate of about 
three drops per day, and at the time of mak- 
ing the report, bnt ten drops were given at 
bed-time. The child's appearance improved 
very much; it is intelligent, and weighs '■•■ 
teen pounds. — 7'he Ilo.-'^i'tal Gazette. 

Proportion of Phvalclana to the Populai 



Canada, 



S,575,57 7 



I in 1, 



Cuumri. I'o|inlBilan. PtiydlcluiH. ITO|ior i 

United States, 44,874,814 62,3b3 1 in 

t'rance, 30,100,000 1S,902 1 in 1,. 

Great Britain, 32,412,010 19,365 1 in l,i 

Germany, 41,060,095 13,6-6 1 in 3,' j 

Austria. 35,004,435 14,361 1 in 8,. ■ 
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■ Malt as an Antiscorbutic. 

R Malt, as an antiBCorbatiu, bad a reputation 

f 90 far back a§ the reign of Elizabeth in Eng- 
land, for Hakliiyt vritca that hogsheads of 
ale were considered importaDt adjiinota in 
victualing a ship in those daya, and Glauber, 
the celebrated chemist, in a tract entitled, 

I "Consolation for Mariners," written about the 
beginning of the seventeenth century, strongly 

I advocates the claims of malt, or aweetwort, 
as a preventive or remedy for Bcnrvy, Dr. 
Ralfe — so says the Lancet — has tried malt 
extracts in a case of scurvy in the Seaman's 
Hospital, with the effect of improving the 
patient, although partaking of a strictly 

I "scorbutic" diet at the time, — iVeio Remedies, 
Jan., '78. 

' Dr. W. HiUaon Ford, of this city, has called 

attention {vide Clinical Record, Vol. II, No. 
3) to the frequency of the soorbntic constitu- 
tion in the conntry people of the West and 
South. This condition, we are confident, will 

, be found present in many cases when oare- 

1 fully looked for. The extract of malt offers a 

I very convenient means of oombatiug it, — *'(. 

! Louis Clmic'il Record. 

I A New Revulsive. 

f M Lardy has introduced to the notioe of 

the profession a new revulsive, the extract of 

L pigmenta, which is noticeable for its rapid and 

prolonged action, and the active revulsion, 

I without pain and itching, caused by it. In 

' ten to thirty minutes it causes a redness of 

, the skin, which increases for three hours and 

I then remains stationary. The extract has a 

I beautiful red color. It should be incorporated 

' in an adhesive mass and applied on squares of 

I paper, like mustard leaves. Care must he 

taken not to touch the eyes with the hands 

when they are soiled with the drug. — The 

Medical Record. 

Hypodermic Injections of Gftmphor In In- 
eomnla. 

N. E. Wittieh, assistant physician to the 
Lunatic Asylum of Heppenbeim, near Tuhin- 
y gen, reports (Berlin, Klin, Wochenschrift, No. 
11, 1878) sacoessin the treatment of the in- 
^Himnia of female lunatics, by camphor. He 
^jji 38 from 1^ to 3 grains in wafers by the 
h. He has also employed hypodermi- 
a solution of one part camphor in ten 
of oil of sweet almonds with even better 
1 ills. W. does not state how much of this 
r sol tion he injects, but the quantity is proba- 
Lblj ^he same as that used internally. He 
I ass .ts that no irritation or inflammation fol- 
this procedure, even after repeated in- 
jna. He recommends that the needle 
*-« rither large. — 77ie Hospital Gazette. 
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New Explosive. 

It is wtnted that a new explosive agent has 
been discovered by Professor Emerson Rey- 
nolds, in the Laboratory of Trinity College, 
Dublin. It is a mixture of 75 per cent, of 
chlorate of potassium with 25 per cent, of a 
body called sulphnrea. The new explosive is 
a white powder which can be ignited at a ra- 
ther lower temperature than ordinary gun- 
powder, while the effects it produces are even 
more remarkable. It leaves only 45 per cent, 
of solid residue, whereas common gunpowder 
leaves about 57 per cent. It han been used 
with success in small cannon, but its chief use 
will probably be for blasting, for shells, for 
torpedoes, and for similar purposes. One of 
the advantages this powder possesses is that 
it can bo produced at a moment's notice by a 
comparatively rough mixture of the materials, 
which can be stored and carried without risk 
so long as they are separate. The sulphurea, 
the chief component of the new explosive, was 
discovered by Dr. Reynolds about ten years 
ago, and could be easilv procured in large 
quantities from a product of gas manufacture 
which is at present wasted. — The Doctor. 

Action of Bromide of Ammonium. 

Dr. Louis Brecheman, Jr., in the Phil. Med. 
Times, gives the account of some researches, 
from which the following conclusions are de- 
duced from the experiments : — 

1. The convulsions produced by poisonous 
doses of bromide of ammonium are spinal. 

2. IJromide of ammonium produces paraly- 
sis of the receptive tract of the spinal cord, 
that is, of the part which receives and trans- 
niita impressions, and of the peripheral ends 
of the afferent or sensory nerves, 

3. Death is produced by asphyxia. 

4. The action of bromide of ammonium on 
the nervous system is, therefore, identical with 
that of the bromide of potassium. — The Doc- 



Dr, Dobrowski reports, in the All. Med. 
Central- Zeit., an unpleasant odour to the 
breath after long use of salicylic acid, either 
in mouth waaht^s, or as a tooth powder. If 
salicylic acid remains in .the mouth, it decom- 
poses in very small quantity the sulpbo-cyan- 
ide of potash, one of the constituents of the 
saliva whose function is to arrest decomposi- 
tion in food debris. It is the odour of decom- 
position thus permitted which ie communi- 
cated to the breath. — The Doctor. 
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SenQcln. 

Seneoin ia obtained from Benecio gracili!", by 
makiDg a stroDg tincture of 7(!° alcohol. Din- 
til the alcohol until the liquid Ib of the con^i^it- 
flnce of a fluid extract; add to it several tinieii 
its weight of water, and prtcipitate with a 
eolation of alum. Wash ihe precipitate to 
free it from the alum, and dry in the open air, 
■without heat. It forms a dark green powder, 
having a ppcaliar herbaceou»>, strong, unpleas- 
SDt, senna like taale and odor, la §oluble in 
water when triturated. It possesses the vir- 
tues of the plant in a high degree. It is em- 
tneDagogue, diaphoreiic, tonic, alterative, ei- 

Sectorant and diuretic. Owing to the bene 
cial influent e that it exerts over meuatrual de 
ran genie nf, it ban received the name of " Fe 
male Hegnlntor." I have used it in amen- 
orrbcea. If uncomplicaled, there is perhaps 
no medicine more reliable than sonecin in this 
affection. It uperates mildly, and without 
prijdnding any excitement; restoring the "cat- 
amcuial flow" so naturally that the patient is 
soareely aware of being under the infliieno«> of 
medicine. In obstinate casett, however, I have 
experienced better resulis by combining it 
with cauliiphyllit!. IJut when the amenor- 
rhoei is complicated with hepatic disease and 
constipation, then I combine the senecin with 
sntph. atropia ai.d leptai.driti. It is indicfited 
in dysmeuorrhcea, and acts as a special tonic 
upon the uterine organ; invigorating the men- 
strual ftinoiiiD a>id restoring equilibrium, of 
action in monorrhagia. This condition is one 
of complete passivity of the vital forces, teoh- 
nioally called ''vis inertia." Here this agent 
acts by restoring and equalizing the functional 
aotivity of the organs concerned in this affec- 
tion. Its alterative and tonic properties ren- 
der it an efficient agent in the treatment of 
ohloroais, in combination with iron and oitaici- 
fuga, and especially when there is a strumous 
diathesis. — (Jli'cago Medical Times. 
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The fluid extract of viburnum pninifoliuni 
is mostly empLiyed as a prophylactic in threat- 
ening abortion, and in cases of habitual abor- 
tion, in doses of +-1 teaspoonful four titaes 
daiiv. In dysmenorrhtea, accompanied wilh 
pain and loss of blood, it greatly alleviates the 
symptoms if administered from a few days 
before, until a few days after meustruatton. 
In eases of epa^imodio or neuralgic dysmeoor- 
rhtea it should be combined with sedatives. 
Tile fluid extract should be prepared from the 
bark of the root and tbe.young branches. The 
ordinary dose is 1,8 to 3,75 grammes (A to 1 
drachm) everv two to aii hours. — (ri/7i€ei:<A. 
Trans, in Pit'. Zeit.f. liussl.—Mtd. tw.m. 
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Carbazotate of Ammonta. 

This salt and others containing carbazotio 
(or picric acid) acid have for t^everal years 
past been experimented with by English medi- 
cal men. Their published accounts seem to 
have shown it to be a full equivalent of quinia, 
and equally useful in the came class of dis- 
eases. Dr. Buaumelz, of Paris, not long ago 
reported five cates of ague and one of facial 
neuralgia (no doubt malarial), treated w^th 
earbszotate of ammonia, of which the follow- 
ing is the subatauce: 

Cane 1. Quotidian ague: recovery after four 
days treatment; daily dose, from one to two 
centigrammes of the substance in pills. Case 
■2. Quotidian ague (sulphate of quinine having 
been given without effect): complete recovery 
ifter five days; five pills used. Case 3. Ter- 
tian ague; recovery after eight days; two pills 
a day. Case 4. Quotidian ague; recovery 
:ifler eight days. Case 5, Facia! neuralgia; 
■*peedy recovery, Cise 6, Tertian ague (sul- 
phate of quinine has beou administered du- 
ring seventeen days with no result); com- 
pletely cured after the admiuiKtration of sii. 
centigrammes (about one grain) of the salt 
for two days. Like quiniue, carbazoiate of 
ammonia diminishes the rate of the pulse, and 
brings on heaviness, cephalalgia, and even 
deliriam, and is eliminated by the kidneys. 
These experiments have again been repeated 
with similar results. — The l)ruy gists Circular. 

Pruritus Vulvte. 

Dubring, \a bis late work on skin affections, 
mentions most favorably camphor, chloral, and 
boras, variously combined: 

B . Chloral grs, x to xxx. 

Water | i. 

Used as a lotion to the parts: 

9 . Boracis 3 iv. 

Morphiffl snlphatis gr, viij. 

Gtyceriiie 3 ss. ' 

Aq uiB viifls . ' 

M. ; 

These preparations, a little weakened, may 
be used oy injection. For this purpose the 
following has been found highly efficacious: 

ft, Nitrate of alumina ' 

Aqua* -■ 

M, 

As an ointment the following is a-. f 

recommended: 

ft. Camphoric, 

Chloralis hydratis Ml 

Ungt. aqute roste ' 

a—Medicai Jlecord. 
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TheFunotlens of Vine Leaves. 

A continaed Rerieii of inveBtigaiione have 
ooDviDced M. Macagno that a mont important 
part in the formation of the frnit is performed 
by this portion of the tree. A vast, number 
of analyses show that the leaves contain glu- 
cose (grape Hugar) and oream of tartar, Bub 
Btanceii which eater largely into the composi- 
tion of the grape. He found, in the month 
of Jane, in one kilo, of them 14.24 grammeg 
of the former and 7,41 grammes of the latter. 
As the season advanced, those quantities aug- 
mented, until at the period of the vintage 
they had nearly doubled. lie also found them 
in the branohee, but in smaller proportionn, 
and he CQn'''ludes that the leave'^ are the 
laboratory in which the lirst material of the 
fruit is formed, and that from them it ia oon- 
duoted by the branches to the bunches. After 
the grapes had ripened, the quantity of the 
aubstances mentioned oeased, almost imme- 
diately, in the leaves. In consequence of 
those facts he recommends vine-growers to 
abandon the practice of n'ppiny, which con- 
sists in suppressing, in the early pare of July, 
the tops of the fniit-bearinjj branches, at three 
or four leaves above the highest bunch. In 
July last, he nipped .twenty trees in a vine- 
yard in full culture, and left the neighboring 
stocks in their natural condition. The analy- 
sis he made on the 27th of September showed 
that the latter had produced, per kilo., 620 
grammes of putp, while the others had only 
581 grammes, and the proportion of saccha- 
rine matter was ITS grammes and 140 gram- 
mes, — Thii TJrug<jisln Circ'ilitr. 

Danaersfrom Horseback Exercise. 

Dr. Monlz-jl, in the Aiiiialea Medico- Psycho- 
lo'jiquea, gives a description of the so-called 
"malady of the Scythians," a race who may 
be said to live on horj^eback. 

The essential features of this disease are 
loss of virility at an early age, and an altera- 
tion in the skin of the face and body. The 
features resemble those of a woman, while the 
whole habits of life are changed, gradually 
approximating those of the opposite sex. The 
fkin becomes wrinkled, the beard disap- 
pears, the body loses greatly in strength, and 
•■-T patient often assumes the costume of a 
>man. The men among whom these patients 
} found spend a great part of their lives on 
seback, and most authors agree in regard- 
this as the chief cauae of the disease, giv- 
rise to tipermatorrhcea and habits of mas- 
baiion, 

I this country, we have known young men 
.. had to avoid horseback exercise, on ac- 
nt of its indudag iu them the same results. 
^idicai and Surgical Reporltr. 



TeatterCodela. 

Some years ago O. Hesse confirmed the ob- 
servation of liiegel and others, that codiiia 

dissolves colorless ia concentrated sulphuric 
acid at 20°, and observed that in the presence 
of impurities colored solutions are obtained; 
if the impnrity consists of oxide of iron the 
solution will be blue. This has led to the 
adoption for certain opium bases of a test 
liquid, consisting of pure sulphuric acid, to 
which a very small quantity of ferric chloride 
is added. To succeed with the test, Hesse 
states that the coduia should be finely pow- 
dered and well dried; 2 or 3 milUgr. of this 
was mixed in a clean test-tube with 1 to l.o 
CO. of pure HjSO„ when a colorless solution 
will be at once produced. The acid contain- 
ing iron is used in a like manner. — Arch, d 
P/iar. 



Phosphide of ZIns. 

According to Ilager, this product, which is 
now used iu therapeutics, can be prepared by 
the action of a current of phosphorus vapor 
over melted zinc iu a current of hydrogen. It 
oonstitHtes a grey crystalline mass, friable, 
and containing disseminated rhombic crystals. 
Its speciHc gravity is i 72. At a high tem- 
perature it volatilizes; its melting point is 
higher than that of zinc. It evolves an odor 
of phosphorus when it is broken up in a mor- 
tar, and gives off phosphuretted hydrogen 
when dissolved in acids. It does not change 
in the air unless heated, when it is trans- 
formed into phosphate of zinc. It contains 25 
of phosphorus for 'i5 of zinc. Its action upon 
the animal economy appears to be similar to 
that of phosphorus, now so fashionable a 
medicine, but is six to eight times less power- 
ful, which is a great advantage. It can be 
administered in powders or pills, at the dose 
of OOS gramme to O.Ot gramme (0.08 to 
0,16 of a grain). —The Druggiate Circular. 



Relation of Brain Welehtto MentBJ Abtlliy. 

Mr. C. Clapham says, in the last volume of 
the West Riding Lunatic Asylum reports: 

"My observations agree with those of Wag- 
ner, that wtight of brain does njt indicate 
any close relation to intellectual power, and 
ilso that aboriginal ra.'es are not to be dis- 
tinguished for smallness of brains. In fact, 
the ancient Britons, and I may add the ancient 
Giuls also, were remarkable for good sized, 
nay, even large brains." This statement is 
borne out by the testimony of the most com- 
petent cranio logists of the day. — Tin TJi'ng- 
•jhu Circular. 
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— Test for Impufltlea in TannateofQulnla. 

f After numerouB experimentB, Jnliua Jobat 

recommends to proceed an follows: 1 grim 
of qainia tannate is powdered, well mixed 
with freshly-slnked lime and the miittiire dried 
in a water-bath. The resnlting powder is ex- 

Itracted with chloroform, aoa this aolution 
evaporated in a tarred beaker. The reaidae, 
dried at 120°, representB the total amount of 
alkaloids present in thetannate. The residue 
^ in the beaker is dissolved in a little water, 

acidulated with a few drops of diluted sul- 
phuric aoid, filtered if Decennary, mixed with 
3 or 4 cc. of ether and shaken with an excess 
of ammonia. If (juinia alone is present the 
liquid will separate into two clear layers, 
whilij in the presence of other alkaloids a pre- 
cipitate nUl appear, either at once or after ft 
while; such a precipitate may then be farther 
examioi^d in the usual manner. As analysis 
of a so-called tasteless tannate of quinia gave 
446 per cent, of quinia, 733 per cent, of cin- 
f chonidia and ll'D? per cenL of oinchooin 

(qainidia). — Archiv der Pkarm. 

Belladonna as a Remedy for Collapse. 
Reinard Weber, M. D,, recommends the use 
y of belladonna ae a restorative in collapse, for 

which it has been customary to admirister 
camphor, musk and alcoholic stimulants. He 
has also employed it ae an antidote to the 
toxi.! effect of digitalis, and reporu a case in 
which a fourth of a grain of the extract had 
the effect of removing symptoms of collapse 
from digitalis. In a case of gSRtro-enteritis is 
a woman aged 41 years, a grain of the extract, 
with twenty drops of tincture of opium and i 
drachm of chloraie of potash, relieved the 
symptoms of failing heart-action. And in a 
third ca^e of a little girl of fix and a-hftlf 
yeare, ^ of a grain relieved the coldness of the 
surface, difficult breathing, and bronchial con- 
gestion occurring in the fourth week of a ty- 
phoid fever. He expresses his belief thit, 
when need in medium or small doses, bella- 
donna, through its action on the vaso-motor 
system, will be of service in cholera collapse. 
— Ktw Biinerlies. 

Antidote to Carbolic Acid. 

On the recommendation of Prof. Baumann, 
Dr. Sanftleben used sulphuric acid in several 
cases of poisoning by carbolic acid with the 
beet success, the phenol combining with the 
acid to form phcnyl-sulphuric acid, which is 
not poisonous. He administered it in a mixtnre 
composed of dilated sulphuric acid lO'O, ma- 
oilage of gum 2000, and simple syrup 3(l'0 
grammes, in doses of a tablespoonfut every 
hour. — Pharm. Ztg. f. liusal. 
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Treatment of Ascaridea. 

"As regards treatment, santonin has been 
my unfailing resource in both forms of worms, 
and the longer I employ it the more impliait 
conlidence do I place in it. My method is 
that adopted by the late Dr, John S. Parry 
(in whose service in the children's wards of 
the Philadelphia Hospital, I first saw santonin 
administered), viz., to give one grain for 
every year of the child's age, though seldom 
increasing the dose beyond five grains, I am 
usually in the habit of ortiericg live powders 
made with an equal quantity of pulverized 
sugar, whioh may be placed dry upon the 
tongue, and which children swallow with 
avidity. Of the^e, one ia to be taken every | 

night and morning until all are gone, when a 
dose of cat-tor-oil or other pimple purgative la 
given. Heller lecommeads it in doses of 
from one-third to one and a-half grains, the 
latter dose only to a grown-up person; bat 
these, I think, are too sniall to get the full | 

effect of the drug, and he himself acknowl- 
edges that, except in large doses, it is quite 
innocuous. I remember one case in which I 
ordered in four or five grain doses, when the 
German druggist, to whom the prescription 
was taken, brought it "back to me in great 
consternation, fearing that I had made some 
frightful mistake, and that the child would 
surely be killed if it took the medicine. — 
Loriiaville Medical News, 



Ouquesnel'B Medioinal Pencils. 

'J'liese are made in the following manner: 
Take equal parts of gutta percha, and the 
medicinal subntance (such as alum, tannin, 
etc.), and having heated the former to about 
lOO" C, in an iron or copptr morter, mix 
the two thoroughly together, and then roll 
the mixture into cyliudere by means of glass 
or metal plates. The pencils thus formed, 
when brought into contact with the mucoas 
membranes, leave upon these a portion of the 
medicinal principles which they contain. — 
Cnion Me,/. 



The Doseof CalTBIna, 

According to Nothnagel's "Aizneimit 
lehre," citrate and lactate of caSeina 
usually given in Germany in doses of "05 tt 
gram, but French physicians commence wi 
doses of -5 and increase the dose to 2'(l a 
even 40. Dr. Kelp repeatedly gave doses 
■12 grams four times daily »ithout appare 
injurious effects, and Dr. Wolff states t 
dose in migrana to be -2 to 4 gram seve 
times a day. — Pharm. Ztg. 
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Editorial. 



We have received several letters since the pub- 
Hoation of the interesting case of Intra-Ocular 
Di^ASB in last month's Journal, asking the ad- 
dress of the author. Any communications ad- 
dressed to Dr. Charlbs A. Robertson, Al- 
bany, N. Y., will reach him, and he will be most 
happy, we have no doubt, to answer fully any 
points the Profession desire information on. 



^•^ 



Fluid Extract of Ergot. 

Dr. Blaislbb of Contocook, N. H., writes us: 

* ^Through your kindness I received the Fluid 
Extract of Ergot, ^Formula 1874,' and in- the 
last few months have had ample opportunity to 
test its merits, and am thus glad to add my 
testimony in its favor. I have had several cases 
that have come into my hands where the ordi- 
nary forms and preparations of Ergot called Fluid 
Extract have been used without benefit, and in 
many instances have been told that it was un- 
wise to continue the remedy after the repeated 
trials and failures; but invariably upon using 
your preparation of 1874, the relief has been 
prompt in every instance, fully sustaining its 
high reputation for reliability, and all that you 
claim for it as being a true representative of 
Ergot. "^ 

Dr. Guyer, Pres. of the Frederick Co. Va. 
Med. Society, also commends its reliability in 
his letters to us, and we might submit these 
sentiments to an almost unlimited extent ; it is, 
however, entirely unnecessary, as tne Ergot of 
1874 commends itself to the confidence of those 
who use it in a permanent way by its effectual 
action. 

We are asked frequently, why it is supe- 
rior to all others, and why others cannot 
make it as good and true as we can and do. 
This we cannot explain, except that it is the 
want of experience, skill, and disposition. The 
mistake made, is by assuming that tinctures 
and peroolcUea are Just as good as a fluid extract 
which should represent a given amount of active 
principle. There is a class of manufacturers 
who use glycerine extensively in the preparation 
of what they call fluid extracts, which, however 
highly recommended, is a pernicious system, and 
ought to be discarded. Such manufacturers are 
safe, in that the methods we usually employ to 
test fluid extracts will not apply, the examina- 
tion of such involves much more trouble. We 



never have allowed glycerine in any form, from 
its first suggestion, to be used in our laboratory 
in fluid extracts, and never shall. Its only possi- 
ble use is to dissolve or take up flavors, extract- 
ive or inert matter. It does not, like alcohol and 
its dilutions, reach and secure in the prepara- 
tion the essential active principle to any extent, 
and when employed and present it is quite im- 
possible to determine by the ordinary method, 
whether the preparation contains twenty-five or 
fifty per cent, of the active principle ; and here 
we will state we have never examined any prepa- 
ration that exceeded sixty per cent, of what it 
should contain, while some were down to thirty 
per cent. Such preparations have a smooth 
and clever appearance, and are calculated to de- 
ceive the physician. Any physician can put a 
little of a fluid extract on a watch gla^ and 
place it in a warm place ; the alcohol will evapo- 
rate, and if glycerine be present, the article wiU 
never become sohd by drying. Physicians must 
learn to discriminate concerning these prepara- 
tions, and make a decided demand for those 
manufactures they prefer, and not only demand 
but insist upon the article they know will not 
only sustain their own reputation as medical 
men, but the science of medicine itself. It is 
the only way to sustain the medical profession as 
against the self -constituted quacks of the present 
time. 

Many druggists and apothecaries put up Hno- 
tures or percolates and call them fluid extracts, 
many of which are not half strength, and they 
reach the physician as standard full strength 
articles. This has grown upon the theory that 
**the doctors don't know the difference." It is 
time they disposed of this insult to the prof ession 
by discriminating action. 

The following Extract from the Report of the 
Committee of the American Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation on Adulterations, fully sustains our 
remarks : 

'•^Fluid Extracts offer the same facilities for the 
exercise of this most reprehensible business. 
Weak fluid extracts are not rare, but as they can 
generally be traced to the manufacturer, his 
reputation is apt to suffer. Nothing can be done 
in the way of testing the most of them by chemi- 
cal means, and the manufacturers, knowing this, 
have a screen to hide behind. But as in the 
case of jwwders and extracts the only reliance is 
on the character of the men who make them. 
The writer is acquainted with a manufacturing 
pharmaceutist who made Fluid Extract of Ergot 
for the same price that the cntde drug was sell- 
ing for in large quantities. .This, of course^ 
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•could not be ounce for ounce, and it would 
•barely pay such a manufacturer to make two 
ounces of it represent an ounce of the drug. 
His defence was that a wholesale druggist had 
limited the price of two hundred pounds of the 
£uid extract, and he was going to make it for 
Ihim at his price, and of course the druggist was 
alone responsible, the manufacturer not troubling 
himself with what the druggist was going to do 
with it. Think of a physician relying on a dose 
of such a fluid extract in a most critical case ! a 
thing almost sure to occur. " 



Chemical Equivalents. 

We publish an interesting and able paper on 
the wonderful law of chemical equivalents, that 
our readers may understand how chemical com- 
binations are regulated ; and when it is stated 
tliat a given article is prepared according to the 
law of equivalents, it will be understood that 
the elements are united in exa.ct proportions, 
and a reference to the tables in standard works, 
will enable our readers to make their estimates 
of proportions and properties, and determine its 
application as well a.sthe quantity to administer. 

A study of this interesting law of affinity is 
instructive in another resi)ect — to guard the 
physician against pretentious analysis, because 
he can at once construct a table for himself, and 
see whether the elements stated to be present 
can have different chemical relations with each 
other so as to associate under the laws of com- 
bination ; if not the analysis is worthless. 

Thus, Iodide of Potassium 165. 6 

lodme 126.3 

Potassium 39.2 

165.5 

Bromide of Potassium is 117.6 

Bromine 78.4 

Potassium 39.2 

117.6 

Iodide of Calcium 146.3 

Iodine 126.3 

Calcium 20. 

r- 146.3 

Bromide of Calcium 98.4 

Bromine 78.4 

Calcium 20. 

98.4 



Fluid Extract Celsemlnum. 
By O. p. BoLLiNGBK, M. D., Newport, Perry 

Co., Pa. 

I have used the above remedy ever since its in- 
troduction in the healing art, and must with all 
candor say, as a febrifuge and relaxant, I have 
never found its equal I do not intend to enter 
the arena of medical controversy respecting its 
sedative or non-sedaUve properties, suffice it to 
say it has done wonders in my hands, in allaying 
fever, both Malarial and Bilious and also Ty- 
phoid fever, to the exclusion of Quinine sulphate. 

In over-doses it paralyzes the action of the 
heart, stops respiration in the same manner and 
death ensues. Whether sedation produces jwir- 
alysis, or paralysis sedation, I know not, but this 
much I do know, that death will follow over- 
dosing. Therefore we can look upon it as a rem- 
edy posessing power, for good or for evil. 

In looking over my case book, I find numbers 
of cases treated mainly by the Fluid £xtract, ajs 
manufactured by Tilden & Co. 

Case of W. B. aged 11-Typhoid Fever — ^Aug. 
15th, 1874. Pulse 116, hard tongue, heavy white 
coating, skin intensly hot and dry, delirious — 
bowels relaxed — stools thin and very offensive. 
Pres— . ol. Ricini, Terebinth and Tr. Opii., follow 
with Fl. Ext. Gelseminum, gtts. 5 every three 
hours until its effects of relaxation are noticed. 

Aug. 17. Pulse 116; somewhat softer; more 
rational ; bowels more regular since the oil opera- 
tion. Aug. 19 to 25. Much the same, only that 
the pulse became softer and the skin losing that 
intense heat, so peculiar to this disease. Aug. 
26. Pulse 112; the skin feels like getting moist; 
coating on the tongue looks somewhat flaky, 
showing a disposition to clean. Aug. 30. Pulse 
100; tongue cleaning; skin moist betimes; looks 
brighter, but no appetite; has eaten nothing since 
taken sick ; refuses beef tea, &c. , is finally per- 
suaded to drink some sweet milk. He had no 
fever after the twentieth day of his disease ; con- 
tinued milk diet for at least ten days, until he 
could take other food. 

In this case I used Dover's powders with alter- 
ative doses of Hydr. Chlor. Mite to procure night 
rest, and also occasional doses of 01. Ricin. and 
Terebinth, to remove flatus and procure some act- 
ion of the bowels when necessary. Also Sol. Quinia 
Sulph. as a tonic after subsidence of fever. 

This case was looked upon as hopeless by the 
family and friends. Gejseminum was my main 
reliance in this and in numbers of other cases 
with results that were beyond my expectations. 
I treated some fifty or sixty cases without a single 
death. 
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Case of C. T. — Bilious Colic. Was called early 
on the morning of Jan. 4th, 1875 ; found patient 
doubled up in bed groaning with pain ; had an 
attack a few years previous which lasted two 
days and nights, his physician giving him Opium 
and Terebinth and a host of remedies without 
avail ; was afraid this would be another such a 
scrape as he termed it. I prescribed gtts. xxv. Fl. 
£xt. Gelsem. in mint tea ; repeat the dose in twenty 
minutes; in forty minutes from the first dose he 
was free from pain, and laid down and slept an 
hour or more, then ordered castor oil | ss. ; dis- 
charged cured. 

In threatened Tetanus it has acted promptly 
and efficiently in my hands ; also in CongeatUm of 
theXun^«, but not so promptly as Fl. Ext. Ergot. 
I consider the Ergot superior to anytliing I ever 
used in the last named disease. Gelseminum is 
the remedy for fever. 



Quinetum. 



Dr. H. J. ViNKHUYSBN, physiciaD to the household 
of the king of the Netherlands, writes to The Prac- 
titioner of February, regarding his experience with the 
collective alkaloid from Peruvian bark, called quine- 
tum. He has used it in one hundred cases, and formu- 
lates his conclusions as follows : 

1 • The only malarious disease ia which quinetum 
cannot be employed in place of quinine is pemicious 
fever. Quinetum requires more tmie to act than qui- 
nine, and as rapidity of action is absolutely necessary 
in this disease, quinetum cannot be used in it as a sub- 
Btitute for quinine. 

2. hi all forms of pure malarial intermittent fever, 
qiiinetum has the same apyretic effect as quinine, but 
is less powerful, and acts more slowly. It must there- 
fore be given in large doses and at longer intervals be- 
fore the ague fit, than quinine. 

5. Quinetum does not produce the unpleasant and 
even dangerous symptoms ot quinine when given dur- 
ing the fit, and may be taken during the fit without 
causing any unpleasant feeling 

4. Quinetum never causes noises in the ear^ 

6. Persons who are liable to suffer from the toxic 
effects of quinine, and who therefore cannot take it 
without this unpleasant effect, and yet obtain a simi- 
lar therapeutical result. 

6. The infiuence of quinetum in chronic cases is 
greater than that of quinine. 

7. The tonic action of quinetum is similar and per- 
haps even greater than that of quinine. 

8. The action of quioetumin cases of masked or lar- 
val malaria, and especially in rheumatic affections due 



to malarious infiuences, is hicomparably greater than 
that of quinine. 



••• 



Paris Exposition. 

This exhibition is said to be far the largest that 
has yet been held. The temporary building in 
which the exhibition proper will be held covers a 
space of 420.000 square metres. 

That foreigners may better understand the 
characteristics of the indigenous materia medica 
of the United States, we have placed on exhibi- 
tion almost every crude article of Indigenous 
growth recognized of any value, and used 
by the American profession, and preparations of 
them as used here : as Fluid Extracts, Solid Ex- 
tracts, Active Principles, Pills, &c., in all over 
one thousand bottles. The Chemist and Drug- 
gist of London, remarks as follows : 

'^Messrs. Tildex & Co., Chemists and Pharma- 
ceutists, of New York, occupy a large space, some 
20 feet square, and have erected a bold pavilion 
wherein they show specimens of their many pro- 
ducts for physicians' use with crude drug^, native 
herbs, &c. They are represented at the exhibi- 
tion by Dr. Merkel. " 



^•^ 



Bromo-Chioralum in Burns. 

We take pleasure in publishing a condensed 
report of a paper read by H. D. Jones, M. D. , 
of East Chatham, N. Y., at the last meeting of 
the Hudson River District Eclectic Medical 
Society. When the paper appears in regular 
course in the published Transactions of the 
Society we will lay it before our readers in full. 

**Was called in haste to see Nellie K., a little 
girl of three years, who had just been scalded 
by liaving a dipperful of boiling water accident- 
ally thrown upon the back of her neck. I hast- 
ened to the house, not forgetting to take with 
me my usual remedy in such cases — Bromo- 
Chloralum. Removing the clothing I found the 
neck and shoulders badly blistered, and from 
nearly as much surface as I could cover with my 
two hands the cuticle was entirely removed. I 
immediately applied sweet oil to the abraded 
surface, covering the whole with several thick- 
nesses of soft cotton cloth saturated in Bromo- 
Chloralum and water equal parts, directing that 
the cloths should be kept wet with the same, 
keeping the air excluded as much as possible. 

In half an hour the child was asleep ; no In- 
flammation supervened. In five days' she was 
well." 



128 



JOURNAL OF MATERIA MEDICA. 



[Jime, 1878. 



The use of Bromo-Chloralum in the Lylng- 

In-Chamber. 

A case of a patient thirty-eight years old, pri< 
inapara, breech presentation, labor natural, ex- 
cept extensive laceration of the perineum, embra- 
cing the recto-vaginal walls upward, to the extent 
of an inch in the rectum. The lacerated surfaces 
were immediately washed with Bromo-Chlor- 
alum and water, one to six, sutures applied em- 
bracing all the integuments, and a compress 
wet in Bromo Solution applied to perineum, emd 
kept constantly applied, and injections of Bromo 
solution x)er vaginam twice per day. The bowels 
were moved on the eighth day by injection of 
castor oU, moving the bowels freely with an es- 
cape of a small quantity of the fluids into the 
vagina. Treatment continued for one week 
longer, and then the bowels were again moved 
as before with no escape of fluids from vagina, a 
perfect union of the parts having taken place. 

We ascribe much of the success in this ccuse to 
the application of the Bromo. We would also 
call thQ attention of the profession to the use of 
the Bromo in all cases of Puerperal Fever, and 
as an agent to prevent it, if used at a suitable 
time. 

Bromo properly used in the Lying-in-room, is 
not only medicinal, preventing and curing 
some of the maladies incident to the parturient 
woman, but also hygienic by way of destroying 
all odors and keeping the air of the room per- 
fectly pure. 



-♦•♦- 



Bromo-Chloralum. 

Extract from letter of S. H. Pottbb, M. D., Hamil- 
ton 0., May 11, 78. 

^'I feel it a conscientiouB duty to fitimolate our 
whole profession, to patronize your highly useful es- 
tablishment. In my opinion, there is no other institu- 
tion in existence whose proprietors have done, and are 
' doing so much for practical investigation and variety 
of remedial me^ns, with which to benefit the sick, and 
what is best of all, your supplying the chei^)est and 
best disinfectants for use in our important sanitary reg- 
ulations, in warding off and crushing out infectious 
maladies, and alarming epidemics. " 

4 » » 



Ophthalmia Tarsi treated with Klixir lodo- 
Bromide of Calcium Comp. 

Letter from Dr. J. R. Turner, Burlington, 
Ind. 

Let me say to you that the Elixir lodo-Bro- 
mide of Calcium Comp. has cured our son of 
Ophthalmia Tarsi. He would get so had with 
this troublesome affection that he could not see. 



I have used everything suggested in tnedical 
works, and by the profession in such affections. 
He is of scrofulous diathesis. One bottle ctred him 



Extract from letter of W. C. Bo<»rB,. M. D., Plain- 
field, N. J., April 10, '78. 

<«1 have used the Elixir lodo in several cases of 
Chronic Nasal Catarrh and Deafness resulting there. 
from, with success." 



Extract from letter of W. 8. Bbxbs, M. D. Sus- 
quehanna, Pa. April 80th, 1878. 

**I believe the Elixh lodo will prove one of our 
mcst valuable remedies. I have been using it in a few 
severe cases of Catarrh with persistent headache. It 
is already the means of relief, and I shall expect a 



cure. 



?i 



•♦♦ 



Extract of Malt. 

Extract from letter of Prof. Polk, April 11th, 
1878. 

"Your preparations of Malt give the highest 
possible degree of satisfaction, and are all that 
preparations of malt can be. 

1 gave the bottle of Ext. Malt and lodo-Bro- 
mide of Cal. Comp., to- a street car driver suffer- 
ing from syphilitic laryngitis, and it has act«d 
like magic, dissipating every indication of the 
malady ; it seemed to be the very thing his case 
required. " 



**Dr. Q. C. Blaislek, Contocook, N. H,, writes: 
The Extract of Malt I had occasion to use in 
my own family, and was such a remedy as I al- 
ways desired. Until this came I have failed to 
get it. I believe it to be the aine qua non for 
cures of irritable stomach, accompanied by dis- 
tress and pain, especially with sleeplesness. " 

DiPHTHERiNE has proved a valuable remedy in 
all cases of Sore Throat, from the most simple to 
the more severe — ^assisting and aiding. 



Extract from letter of D. 8. Donaldson, M. D., 
St. Helena, Napa Co., Cal., May 14, 1878. 

^^ I find the Journal of Materia Medica to fill up a 
void which 1 have of t^i felt in the pursuit of my pro> 
fesaion. * It is an admirable publication and I wish it 
success." 

Extract from letter of 8. G. Habvbt, M. D., Julian 
City, Cal., AprU 14, 1878. 

'Tlease find subscription for Journal $1.00. I find 
that owing to *hard times^ I must do without many 
things, but the Joornal Ib a neceaeity^ 

Extract from letter of W. L. Abbott, Esq., Drug- 
gist, 8helby, Ohk>, May ISth, 78. 

'*I have been w^^mg a bpedalty ol your Fluid Ex- 
tracts and Sugar-coated Pills for the past four years,, 
both of which give entire satisfaction," 
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American Medical Association. 



TWBNTY-NINTH ANITUAL MBBTING. 



Held in the city of Buffalo^ June 4, 5, 6 and 

7, 1878. 

Tuesday J June 4th. — Mrat day. 

The Aflsooiation met in St. James' Hall, and 
was called to order at 11 a. m., June 4, 1878, 
by the President, Dr. T. G. Richardson, of 
New Orleans, La. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. L. Van Bok- 
kelen, M. D. 

The President invited Drs. S. D. Gross, of 
Philadelphia; Bowditch, of Boston; N. S. 
Davis, of Chicago, and J. M. Toner, of Wash- 
ington, to take seats upon the platform. 

Dr. Thomas F. Rochester, of Buffalo, Chair- 
man of the Committee of Arrangements, then 
delivered the 

Address of Welcome. 

In the name of the citizens of Buffalo and 
of Erie County, he extended a most cordial 
welcome to their city, to their hospitality, and 
to all that was in their powei to offer towards 
the reaching of three objects for which the 
Association assembled: 

1. The general good and advancement of 
medicine; 

2. The making personal acquaintance with 
each other; 

3. The taking a little of what was so often 
prescribed — namely, wholesome recreation. 

To that end a most cordial welcome was ex- 
tended to visit the various public buildings in 
the city, the prison, the alms-house, the 
l^iasara elevator, the hospitals, the Institution 
for uie Instruction of the I>eaf and Dumb, the 
Medical CoUeee with its museum and labor- 
atory, the public parks — in short, the physi- 
cians of Buffalo, through Dr. Rochester, 
resolved themselves into a ^^conunittee of the 
whole," and placed themselves at the service 
of the American Medical AssociaticHi. 

TLe report of the Committee of Arrange- 
ments on 



Ths Credentials of Members 

was read by the Seoretarv of the Association, 
Dr. Atldnson, of Philadelphia. As the names 
were read it was seen that a large number of 
the States were represented. 

Charges and Protests. 

Dr. P. J. Dwyer presented charges against 
the Medical and Surgical Society of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. 

The Arkansas State Medical Society pre- 
sented a protest against the admission of cer- 
tain members from Hot Springs, Arkansas. 

Also a protest against the acceptance of Dr. 
James M. Keller, of Arkansas, as a member 
of the Association. 

Dr. Keller rose to a question of privilege, 
and made explanation to the effect that Uie 
man who made the protest against his (Dr. 
K-'s) acceptance by the Association was the 
man who had been excelled from the Arkan- 
sas State Medical Society upon charges pre- 
ferred by himself (Dr. K.) 

The charses and protests were referred to 
the Judicial Council. 



Members by Invitation. 

Dr. Rochester made the following announce- 
ment of members by invitation: .All the mem- 
bers of the Erie County Medical Societv not 
now delegates or permanent members of the 
Association; Drs. George W. Stone, United 
States Marine Hospital Service; F. Langeu 
Kiel, Germany; ana Edward Hutchinson, of 
Utica, N. T. 

For Permanent Members. 

Drs. George I. Northrup, of Marquette, Mich., 
Stuiford £. Chaille, of New Orleans, La.) and 
L. G. Thacker, of Defiance O. 
The report was adopted. 

Tileffram/rom Dr. J. Marion Sims. 

The Secretary read the following telegram 
from Dr. J. Marion Sims, now in Paris: 

^Tresident American Medical Association — 
May your meeting be harmonious and con- 
tribute more than ever to the advancement of 
medicine. Truly sorry I cannot be wiUi 
you." 



1 
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JPresident^s Address, 

Dr. James P. White of Buffalo, Chairman 
of the Reception Committee, introdaoed the 
President, Dr. Richardson, who proceeded to 
deliver the annaal address. 

The vast benefits which the Association had 
wrought in uniting the interests of the pro- 
fession in all the different sections of the 
country; the encouragement which it had 
given to a higher culture; the valuable con- 
tributions which it had made to some depart- 
ments of medicine, and the dignified position 
which it had gained in the eyes of the whole 
nation, had been so often descanted upon by 
his predecessors, that it might seem some- 
what trite and unprofitable to refer to them 
again; and yet there was one point which de- 
served to be brought to the attention of the 
Association anew, and that was 

MediccU JEducation, 
Although more than a generation had passed 
away since the first meeting of the Association 
in the city of New York, but few of the origi- 
nal members clustered around the venerable 
form of him whom we all delighted to honor 
as its projector and the ever-watchful-guard- 
ian of its interests . The two most prominent 
objects in the minds of the earnest men who 
composed that assembly were the improve- 
ment of the system of medical education in 
the United States, and the elevation of the 
standard of requirement for the professional 
degree. It was equally well known that, 
down to within a very few years past, all the 
numerous efforts in that direction seemed to 
accomplish no permanent good, and the phil- 
anthropic and enthusiastic reformers, with the 
exception of a few hopeful and unconquerable 
spirits, had come to consider the cause as al- 
most wholly lost. Although the result has 
been so discouraging, yet the Association was 
to be congratulated upon the evidences, which 
were now developing, that its work had not 
been in vain. It was true that the method of 
mixed teaching practiced by the schools more 
than half a century ago was generally fol- 
lowed; but it must be clear to all unprejudiced 
observers that there was a growing dissatisfac- 
tion with the imperfections, of that method, 
and a disposition to adopt the only philosophic 
plan, known as the graded system, which pre- 
vailed throughout all the other civilized na- 
tions of the world. We had just found out 
that the plan which we formerly pursued of 
making war directly upon the medical col- 
leges, endeavoring to compel them to conform 
their practice to our theories, or else surren- 
der the prerogatives to which they had been 
so long accustomed, was altogether a mistake, 
and probably deserved the partial defeat 
which it encountered. 



It was only by capturing the grand army of 
the profession throughout the country, from 
which the colleges derived their material and 
moral support, that we could reasonably hope 
to bring those institutions to terms. To that 
end there should be a more 

Thorough Organization. 

of State and County District Societies, and the 
President suggested that the Association 
adopt some uniform plan by which the sixty 
thousand physicians in the country might be 
encouraged to unite in district organizationfly 
and through their representatiyes establish a 
living union with this, the central legislative 
body. When that was effected, no honest 
faculty would dare confer a diploma upon an 
unworthy candidate. 

Leaving this subject. Dr. Richardson passed 
to the consideration of the question of 

Original Investigation. 

In view of the very small amount of work 
that had been done in that direction in this 
country, it was suggested that it might be the 
duty of the Association to do something more 
than it had done to foster the spirit of inves- 
tigation and discovery in those departments 
which related directly to medicine. 

Methods Suggested. 

Two methods of effecting that were sug- 
gested. One was to endeavor to concentrate 
the influence of the entire profession through- 
>ut the country upon the Federal Congress, 
vith the view of convincing its members of 
the importance of scientific enterprises. 

He was not prepared to propose a plan suf- 
ficiently elaborated to justify submitting it to 
the Association with a view of having it 
brought before the authorities at Washington. 
Yet it seemed to him in the Army Medioal 
Museum and Library the general government 
had, unintentionally no doubt, already founded 
a school, which, through the influence just 
indicated, might possibly be made the nucleus 
of a great National Institute, in which original 
research in all the sciences upon which medi- 
cine more immediately drew could be con- 
ducted with the same wisdom and efficiency 
which characterized its present management. 

The second method suggested was to incor- 
porate the Association, and then stimulate to 
ori^nal investigation by offering prizes. 

The President then passed to the subject of 

State Medicine. 

The objects of State medicine were three- 
fold; 

1. The prevention or arrest by official meas- 
ures of all diseases which were not in their 
nature strictly limited to the individual, but 
which, from external causes, or from their 
specific characters, had a tendency to spread 
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throu^hoat families, institutions, and oom- 
monities, and which oould not he otherwise 
controlled. 

2. The qualification of men by suitable edu- 
cation for the duties involved not only in the 
practice of medicine, but also of public hy- 
giene, the State not only directing the studies 
which they should follow, but determining by 
examination when they had reached the stan- 
dard of acquirement necessary for the proper 
performance of their great trusts. 

3. The enactment and enforcement by the 
State of such laws as would secure to every 
citizen the benefit of the services of the best 
professional experts in all questions of a medi- 
co-le^al character. 

With a view of arriving at desired results 
in that department, it was suggested that a 
committee of leading sanitarians be appointed 
to prepare a somewhat elaborate address to 
the profession and the public, setting forth 
the transcendent importance of the subject, 
presenting a summary of sanitary science, 
pointing out the best methods of studying 
and teaching the same, and demonstrating the 
ereat benefits to be derived therefrom by the 
mdividnal and the community in general. 
Without attempting to portray the special 
features that should appear in such an ad- 
dress. Dr. Richardson took the liberty of say- 
ing that it should not omit to insist upon the 
great necessity of teaching the young not only 
the laws of health, but the elements oi physi- 
ology, which were essential to a proper com- 
prehension of the principles of hysieue. 

It had been proposed not to await the neces- 
sarily slow march of sanitary intelligence 
among the people, but to petition the Federal 
legislature at once to create a sanitary depart- 
ment in the general government, with an 
officer at its head who should be assisted in 
his duties by a 

National Council of HedUh: 

composed of members from every State in the 
Union, 

Dr, Richardson, however, believed there 
were but two great questions in State medi- 
cine which we could reasonably hope to have 
solved by Federal legislation. One concerned 
seaboard quarantine, and the other the pollu- 
tion of water-courses. It was doubted by 
many eminent statesmen whether even those 
could be brought under Federal control; and 
yet the recent passage by Congress of **an act 
to prevent the mtroduction of contagious and 
infectious diseases into the United States," 
encouraged us to hope that something might 
be expected from that quarter. 

Whatever doubts there might be as to the 
extent of the authority possessed by the cen- 
tral government, there seemed to be no dis- 



pute that within the limits of each separate 
State resided a power which, with reference 
to all such matters, was practically supreme. 
It was, therefore, upon that power that the 
State societies should concentrate all their in- 
fiuence, professional and social, to effect the 
necessary lenslation. They should employ 
their best endeavors to have 

Sta4e Boards of Health 
created where they did not at present exist, 
and thej should by all means secure the right 
of nommation for appointments upon suck 
boards. Whatever plan, however, might be 
advocated by societies, it should be borne in 
mind, in recommending legislation, that while 
it was true that a people ignorant of even the 
elements of hygiene could not be brought un- 
der sanitary legislation except by restraint, 
such restraint should be used with the greatest 
caution and moderation, and be sustained by 
an appeal to the common sense of those to 
whom it was applied. He therefore repeated 
with added empnasis the sentiment already 
expressed, that the hope of progress in State 
medicine was in the education of the people. 

On motion made by Dr. Gross, the thanks 
of the Association were tendered to Dr. Rich- 
ardson for his admirable, excellent, highly 
elaborate, and eloquent address. 

On motion made by Dr. White and Seconded 
by Dr. Gross*, the President's address was re- 
ferred to a committee of five^ of which the 
President was chairman. The remainder of 
the committee consisted of Dr. Richardson's 
four immediate predecessors. 

Reports of Delegates, 

Dr. William Brodie, of Detroit, made a 
report as delegate to the Canada Medical 
Association. 

Special mention was made of a paper read 
by Dr. James Workman, of Toronto, on 
"Crime and Insanity," which was read in the 
general meeting, and, after a full discussion, 
led to the adoption of the following resolu- 
tion: 

^^Resolved^ That, in the opinion of this 
Association, it is desirable, in all criminal 
trials, when medical opinion suggests the pos- 
sibility of mental unsoundness, the accused 
should be placed under the supervision of ex- 
perts for a sufficient time to enable them to 
determine whether he or she was insane or not 
at the time the crime was committed." 

Dr. Lewis A. Sayre, of New York, made a 
brief verbal report as delegate to the British 
Medical Association, which met in Manches- 
ter, in July, 1877. 

Uniformity of Observatton and Record. 

Dr. E. Seguin, of New York, made a report 
as delegate to the International Medical Con- 
gress of Geneva: 
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The delegates of the American Medical 
Aflflociation to the International Medical Con 

Sress of Geneva were charged: ^'To advocate 
le adoption of a progressive uniformity of 
means of observation and record^ with the 
concurrence, if possible, of the members of 
this Congress who would be found there en- 
gaged in advocating the application of uni- 
formity in this and other departments of 
science." 

The question was brought before the British 
Medical Association, and also before the 
French Association for the Advancement of 
Science prior to the direct mission at Geneva. 
The subject was carried from the Section of 
General Medicine to the General Congress, 
and the following resolutions were adopted: 

For physicians and Surgeons, the principle 
accepted by the Congress is a gradual interna- 
tional uniformity of their nomenclatures, 
scales, measures, calibres of instruments; of 
the records of private and hospital practice, 
of physiological experiments, oi medical cli- 
matology, barometry, thermometry, statistics, 
etc. 

In pharmacy the Congress of Geneva has 
accepted the conclusions voted at St. Peters- 
burg and Brussels, as presented by Profs. 
Gille and Matsen: 

1st. The adoption of a universal pharma- 
copoeia, to be written in Latin. 

2d. The decimal system for weights and 
measures, and the Centigrade scale for tem- 
peratures. 

3d. A uniform nomenclature (probably that 
of Berzelius). 

4th. The chemical preparations to be of 
determined strength and purity, and the pure 
drugs to be of essayed strength, if possible. 

5th. The Galenic preparations made as sim- 
ple as possible, and described according to a 
uniform plan. 

6th. The other pharmaceutical preparations 
to be made uniform (that is, those which are 
powerful, like tincture opii, aconiti, nucis 
vomic88, hashish, podophyllm, elaterium, etc). 

7th. Physicians to be left free and responsi- 
ble for the non-officinal ingredients and doses 
of their magistral prescriptions. 

Marion Sims, 
Thomas Dbysdalb, 
Edwabd Sequin. 

The reports were all accepted, and referred 
to the Committee of Publication. 

The Association then adjourned to meet on 
Wednesday, at 9.30 a. m. 






Wednesday y June bth. — Second I>aj. 

The Association was called to order at 9.30 
m., by the President, Dr. Richardson. 



Members by Invitation, 

Dr. Rochester reported the names of the 
following gentlemen as members by invitation; 
Drs. Bray and Murphy, of Chatham, Out.; J. 
£. Graham, M. D., of Toronto^ Secretary of 
the Toronto Medical Society; Dr. T. Mack, 
Dr. T. Clark, of St. Catherine's; Dr. McCargo, 
of Caledonia, Ont. ; Dr. Dunn, of Lodi, N. X., 
and Dr. George Rightmire, of Jacksonville^ 
N. Y. 

For Permanent Member. 

Dr. Wm. S. Tremaine, TJ. S. A., Fort 
Dodge, Kansas. 

Drs. Clark, Trenholme, and Botsford, dele- 
gates from the Canada Medical Association, 
were invited to take seats upon the platform. 

Reports FVom, the Jtidicial Council. 

The following report was presented by the 
Judicial Council: 

The charges against Dr. J. M. Keller, pre- 
sented by Dr. G. W*. Lawrence, were dismissed 
as being unworthy of any consideration. 

The charges against the Society of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., presented by Dr. P. J. Dwyer, 
were unsubstantiated and unaccompanied by 
witnesses and testimony whereby the Judicial 
Council miffht be able to act. 

The Arkansas petitions referring to the 
State Medical Society were dismissea without 
action. 

The oharses against the Michigan State 
Society, by Dr. W. W. Jones, would be re- 
ported upon by Dr. N. S. Davis, Chairman of 
the Judicial CounciL 

The charges against W. T. Barr, M. D., of 
Abingdon, Va., presented by D. Ulrioh, of 
Chester, Pa., were dismissed by the Council. 
S. N. Bbnham, M. D., Secretary. 

P. S. — In reference to the communication 
from the State Medical Societv of Arkansas, 
notifying the Association thattne Hot Springs 
and Garland County Medical Society was not 
recognized by the State Medical Society and 
protesting against the reception of any mem- 
ber of that Society, it is decided that under ' 
the by laws of this Association said Hot , 
Springs and Garland County Society loses its | 
recognition with the Association from date of 
its severance from the State Society. 

A Fheue of the Somoeopaihic Question. 

Dr. N. S. Davis made the following appended 
report of the Judicial Council concerning the 
charges against the Michigan State Mmical 
Society, referred by the Association at the 
Annual Meeting in June, 1877. 

*niie charge in this case was alleged vio- 
lation of the Code of Ethics on the part of 
the Michigan State Medical Society, in elecV 
ing as a delegate to this Association Dr. E. S, 
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DuDster, of the Univenity of Michigan^ know- 
ing him to be encaged in aiding and abetting 
the ^adnation of students devoted to an ex- 
cluBive dogma in medicine. 

^^ After a most oareful examination of the 
Code of Ethics, as it appeared in the Transac- 
tions of this Association from year to year, 
the Jadidal Council fail to find any section or 
paragraph in it that refers evtn remotely to 
the practice that constitutes the foundation of 
the charge under consideration. Tliat any 
member of the medical profession proper 
should ever engage in teaching, examining, 
and certifying to the qualifications of students, 
knowing that luch teaching and examination 
were to aid said students in obtaining a diploma 
directly admitting them into a fraternity of 
irregular practitioners was evidently not con- 
templated by the framers of our Code of 
Bthics ; and hence they inserted no clause or 
section bearing upon the subject. The only 
provision in the Code referring to those en- 
gaged in an attempt to practice medicine in 
accordance with some 'exclusive dogma,' is in 
the section regulating consultations at the 
bedside of the sick. If the Judicial Council 
of this national organization should assume 
that the section of the Code just referred to 
indicated the 'spirit' of those who framed and 
adopted it, and on that assumption apply it to 
matters and practices entirely foreign to those 
mentioned in the doctrine itself, it would noi 
onl^ violate all the accepted principles of ju 
dicial construction, but would establish a pre 
cedent in latitudinous construction of the 
Ethical Code more dangerous to the best in- 
terests of the profession than all the evils 
sought to be remedied in the case under con- 
sideration. 

"It is true that this Association has adopted 
at different times two resolutions, having refer- 
ence to the subject involved in the charge 
against the Michigan State Medical Society, 
which still stand as expressions of opinion un- 
repealed. But these resolutions constitute no 
part of the Code of Ethics ; neither is obedience 
to them enjoined by the constitution and by- 
laws on State and local medical societies as a 
condition of representation in this Associa- 
tion. Therefore, while deprecating the prac- 
tice of aiding or abettine in any way the 
teaching and graduation of students known to 
be supporters of irregular and exclusive dog- 
mas in medicine, as beneath the dimity of 
right-minded teachers of an honorable and 
liberal profession, your Judicial Council can 
find no clause in either the constitution, by 
laws or Code of Ethics, as they now exist, 
under which the charge against the Michigan 
State Society can be entertained and adjudi- 
cated.'* 



Dr. Toner, of Washington, in view of the 
fact that there was an unwritten law which 
governed such cases, moved to refer the re- 
port made by Dr. Davis back to the Judicial 
Council. 

The motion was seconded and discussed by 
Dr. Busy, of Washin^on, and also discussed 
by Drs. Toner, Davis, Woodward, Brodie, 
and Menees. 

The hour for the next order of business 
having arrived, the question was passed over 
.without action. 

Letters from Dr. B. A. Vaughn, of Colum- 
bus, Miss., and Dr. Robert Battery, of Rome, 
Ga., expressing regret at not bemg able to 
attend the Convention, were next read, and 
ordered entered upon the minutes. 

Address of Dr. H. K Smith, of PhUaddphiay 
Chairman of the Section on Surgery and 
Anatomy, 

Dr. Smith departed somewhat from pre- 
vious custom in relation to the character of 
the addresses from the chairman of the sec- 
tions, and selected a single subject, to which 
he directed the attention of the ALSsociation. 
The subject was: 

Certain Points in the Pathology of the Bones, 
Especially Tubircle, 

Recently a few functions had been assigned 
to the skeleton, and the bones had been re- 
garded by many as a focus for the origin of 
red and whith blood- corpuscles, and through 
which diseased matter was introduced into 
the general circulation. Certain results which 
followed operations on the bones — such as ery- 
sipelas, septicsBmia — were doubtless due to im- 
pairment of the blood-forming functions of 
the myeloid cells in the medullary portion. 

It was suggested that the oases of bone and 
joint diseases, which had been reported as due 
to exanthematous fevers (Gibney), were per- 
haps cases in which the first departure from 
health was in the medulla of the bones, and 
that the exanthemata were symptoms, and 
not causes. 

Passing to the consideration of 

TubercU in Bone. 

Dr. Smith gave a resumioi the opinions which 
had been given by Virohow, Rindfleisch, 
Wilson Fox, Rodenstein, of Yonkers, N. Y., 
and others, regarding the character of tuber- 
cle, and from those opinions reached the oen- 
cuLiion that tAbercle was formed from the 
blood through the action of the lymphatic 
vessels. 

The conclusion reached by Dr. Smith, was: 

1. That tubercle was closely connected with 
the lymphatics, and that it was deposited in 
the lymphatic vessels in Pott's diseue, also in 
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the epiphyses of the long bones as well as in 
the spongy bones of the ankle-joint. • 

2. That its development and progress in 
these localities was the same as when depos- 
ited in other tissues. 

3. That tubercle affected the vessels and 
cancellated structure of the bones, and not the 
ligaments and cartilage. 

4. That the destruction of cartilages and 
ligaments was the effect and not the cause of 
impaired nutrition. 

"5. That softening tubercle produced con- 
gestion and inflammation of the bone-cells 
about the deposit. 

6. That perverted myeloid cell action was 
consequent upon such change, and reacted in 
the way of modifying the formation of blood- 
corpuscles. 

7. That what was termed scrofulous disease 
of the bones was essentially a disturbance of 
the myeloid cells. 

The practical lesson to be derived from 
such facts was that we should still hold to the 
teachings of our forefathers, and let constitu- 
tional treatment form an important and lead- 
ing part of the management of the case, and 
that 
Mechanical Appliances Should be Secondary, 

With reference to Pott's disease. Dr. Smith 
took the open position that external violence 
had nothing whatever to do with it, but that 
destruction of the cancellated structure of the 
vertebra was the result of caseous deposit and 
evacuation of softened tubercle. 

He also believed that hip disease was due 
to the same cause, and that the cancellated 
structure was first affected. The treatment of 
Pott's disease by suspension was at least two 
hundred years old, and the splint which kept 
the diseased surfaces in hip disease apart was 
an admirable instrument; but no matter what 
the mechanical apparatus might be, it should 
not supplant a proper tonic and alterative 
plan of treatment. 

The treatment of phthisis by injecting the 
cavities in the lungs had met with some suc- 
cess in the hands of Dr. Pepper, of Philadel- 
phia, and it might yet be a plan of treatment 
for bone disease to inject the cancellated 
structure with substances such as phosphoric 
and lactic acids, etc., which favored the evac- 
uation of the caseous material 

The address was referred to the Section on 
Surgery. 

Intervention of Physicians in JSducation. 

In the Section on State Medicine and Public 
Hygi0ne, June 4th, Dr. £. Seguin, of New 
Yonk, read a paper upon the above subject, 
and it was referred to the general Association. 

Dr. Frank H. Hamilton, of New York, in 



behalf of Dr. Seguin, presented the paper, 
from which he read several extracts, aDcl then 
opened the discussion. He spoke at some 
length, and made special reference to the hy- 
gienic condition of the public- school rooms in 
the city of New York, and how unavailing all 
efforts thus far had proved in the way of se- 
curing a medical representation in the Board 
of Education. The only remedy for correct- 
ing the growing evils in connection with school 
hygiene was in an united action upon the part 
of the medical profession. Dr. Hamilton 
closed his remarks by the introduction of the 
following resolution, which was unanimously 
adopted: 

^^Besolvedy That in the opinion of this Asso- 
ciation, medical men ought to have a voice in 
the construction and location of public-school 
buildings; in the question as to the age at 
which children should be admitted, the hours 
of study, the size of type used, and the gen- 
eral management of these institutions; and to 
this end it is believed to be necessary that one 
or more intelligent physicians should be 
placed upon Boards of Education, Boards of 
Trustees, and upon other similar boards hav- 
ing the control of public education and schools." 

Owing to the lateness of the hour, farther 
discussion was prevented, and the President 
introduced 

Dr. E. W. Jenks, of Detroit, .Chairman of 
the Section on Obstetrics and Diseases of 
Women who delivered an address upon 

The Causes of Sudden Death in Puerpera 

Women. 

After reviewing the literature of the subject. 
Dr. Jinks studied his subject under four heads: 

1. Lesions of the Circulatory System. 

2. Lesions of the Respiratory System. 

3. Lesions of the Nervous System. 

4. Puerperal Septiceemia. 

The following conclusions were reached. 

Septicaamia in its most malignant form was 
one of the chief causes of sudden death in 
puerperal women, and it was more than prob- 
able that small and large emboli were formed 
by the disorganizing effect which that condi- 
tion produced upon the white blood-corpuscles. 

Of the various valvular lesions of the heart, 
mitral stenosis was the most dangerous for the 
pregnant or puerperal woman. The usual 
mode of sudden death with the valvular lesions 
was through pulmonary oedema. 

Endocarditis, old and recent, was extremely 
liable to be rekindled in the puerperal condi- 
tion, result in ulcerative puerperal endocarditis, 
and give rise to embolism. The practical de- 
duction was that women who had suffered 
from endocarditis should be discouraged from 

fetting married, lest embolism and sudden 
eath should occur in the puerperal condition. 
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Eadooarditis might resalt from one of the 
forms of paerperal fever. 

Patty heart was a possible cause of sudden 
death in the puerperal woman. Only two 
cases, however, had been reported, and one 
iras by Dr. Jenks. 

A.rterial degeneration might oaose sudden 
death in the puerperal woman in two ways: 
1 . By allowing rapture of the vesseL 2. By 
favoring the development of thrombosis and 
embolisra. 

Arteritis of itself rarely caused sudden 
death in the pnerpera) woman. 

Phlebitis was a frequent source of sudden 
death in these cases, terminating in pulmonary 
obstruction. 

The injeotion of large qnantitiea of air into 
the veins caused sudden death, but relatively 
the entranoe of air into the veins of the paer- 

Ssral woman was an infrequent cause of sud- 
en death. The introduction of the hand in- 
to the uterus occasionally cansed sudden 
death by facilitating the introduction of air 
into the veins. 

Puerperal eclampsia was a most oonspionons 
cause of sudden death, bat the mortality in 
that class of cases had been very much de- 
creased by the progress which had been mode 
in treatment 

Tetanus might give rise to sudden death in 
the puerperal woman. 

Every physician should feel bound by pro- 
fessional obligation to thoroughly study the 
pathological anatomy of any case of sudden 
death, with the view, if possible, of arriving 
at the cause of death in any case which came 
under observation. 

There were many other causes, such as mp- 
tared heart, raptured uterus, apoplexy, pro- 
found moral emotion, post-partum hemor* 
rhage, mental excitement, shock, traumatism, 
etc, which were well recognized, and for th«t 
reason their special consideration was omitted. 

The address was referred to the Section on 
Obstetrics. 

Committee on IfominMiofu. 

The Committee on N^ominations was an- 
nonnoed as follows: A. Linthicum, Arkan- 
sas; J. F. Bancroft, Colorado; B. H. Catlin, 
Connecticut; J. M. Toner, District of Colum- 
bia; W. F. Westmoreland, Geoi^a; Moses 
Gunn, niinoia; Jas. F. Hibbard, Indians; G. 
P. Hanawald, Iowa; C. V. Motfaram, Kansas; 
J. M. Bodine, Kantuoky; O. F . Langeworthy, 
Loaisiana; G. T. Collins, Massachusetts; T. B. 
Evans, Maivland; S. H. Weeks, Maine; J. R. 
Thomas, Michigan; G. F. Adams, liUiuieBOta; 
W, M. Compton, Mianssippi; J. M. Allen, 
Hissouri; S. Lilly, New Jersey; J. P. Gray, 
New York; Dr. Adams, Neir Hampshire; 
Chas. Doffee, Jr., North Carolina; J. W. Rus- 



sell, Ohio; A. Fricke, Pennsylvania; T. C. 
Lawton, Rhode Island; J. H. Van Deman, 
Tennessee; J. L. Cabell, Virginia; W. Eemp- 
ster, Wisconsin ; Jno.C. Hupp, West Virginia; 
Dr. Duvall, United States Navy; Dr. J. R. 
Smith, United States Army, 

Preamble and Resolution, 

Dr. J. R. Bronson, of Massachusetts, offered 
the following preamble and resolution: 

" Whereae, By the report of the Judicial 
Council submitted this day, we are informed 
that the Ethical Code of this Association is 
imperfect, in that it does not recognize by its 
letter a conceded violation of the spirit of 
our profession in its relation to irregular . 
medicine; therefore, 

"Resolved, That said Council be instructed 
to submit to this Association, at their next 
meeting, for its consideration, an amendment 
to the Code covering this omission." 

The resolution was referred to the Judicial 
Council as a committee. 

Dr. Foster Pratt, of Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
offered a resolution iu relation to the legal 
status of the Insane, which was referred to the 
Section on Medical Jurisprudence. 

The Association then adjonmed to meet on 
Thursday, June Bth, at 9.30 a. h. 

Wednesday Eoening.^Second day. 
Morphological Changes in SyphUUic Blood. 

In the Saotion on Practical Medicine. 

Dr. Ephraim Cutter, of Boston, gave a mi- 
orophotographio exhibition of the morphologi- 
cal changes which occur in the blood in con- 
sequence of syphilis. The diagnosis of syphi- 
lis was 1>a8ed upon the presence in the blood 
of a copper-colored filiform growth with 
rounded and enlorged extremities and spores. 
Dr. Cutter regorded the demonstration as 
corroborative of the claims made by Dr. Salis- 
bury in connection with the same subject. 

He thoroaghljr believed that positive di^- 
DOsis of syphilis could be mode by micro- 
soopical examination of the blood. 

He also believed that Lostofer was oorreot 
in his statement that the white blood-oorpns- 
des were enlarged in syphilis; but he should 
have insisted upon the coppef-color of the 
spores. 

Thubsd^t, Jdns 6th.— Thibd Day. 
The Association was called to order at 9.80 
&. M. by the PresideuL 

The Secretary read the names of those who 
had registered since June 5th. 

Membara by Invitation, 

Dr. Rochester, Chairman of the Committee 

of Arrangements, made the following report: 

For members by invitation — Drs. Lawrence, 
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D. Trowbridge, of Nianra, N.Y.; Thomas 
McLean, of Qolderioh, Out. ; W. W. Potter, 
of Batavia, N. Y. ; D. H. Kitchen, Superin- 
tendent of New York State Inebriate Asylum 
at Binghamton, N. Y.; H. R. Clark, Geneva, 
N. Y.; L N. Goff, Cazenovia, N. Y. 

A letter of regret from Dr. R. O. Howard, 
of Montreal, was read by the Secretary. 

Report from the Judicial Council* 

The Judicial Council reported that the 
charges against the Iowa State Medical Society, 
and Scott County Medical Society, presented 
by Dr. B. J. Famsworth, were dismissed, be- 
cause the subject had been already adjudi- 
cated by the Oouncil at their Detroit meeting 
in 1874. They also reported that in the mat- 
ter of the Washtenaw County Medical So- 
ciety, it was decided that the Ann Arbor 
Society was entitled to two delegates to the 
present meeting. 

Dr. A. C. Post, of New York, moved that 
the first two on the list from the Ann Arbor 
Medical Society be received as delegates, the 
others remaining as members by invitation. 
Carried. 

Consolidation of Sections, 

Dr. A. N. Bell, of Brooklyn, offered the 
following resolution, which was laid over un- 
til next year: 

^^Resolvedy That Section Four, on Medical 
Juri&prudence and Psychology, and Section 
Five, on State Medicine an<i Public Hygiene, 
be consolidated into one Section as Action 
Four." 

Report of Judicial County as a Committee, 

Dr. N. S. Davis, Chairman of the Judicial 
CouncU, presented the following report as an 
amendment to the Code of Ethics: 

"In obedience to the instructions of this 
Association, the Judicial Council, acting in 
the capacity of a committee, have unanimously 
instructed me to report to your Honorable 
Body the following amendment and addition 
to paragraph 1, article 1, of the second division 
of the Code of Ethics, under the general head- 
inff, ^Of the Duties of Physicians to each 
other and to the Profession at Large,' and 
the special heading, * Duties for the Support 
of Professional Characters.' The same, when 
finally adopted, to be added at the end, and 
to constitute a part of said paragntph 1, of 
article 1 . The proposed addition is in these 
words: ^And hence it is considered derosatory 
to the interests of the public, and the nonor 
of the profession, for any physician or teacher 
to aid, in any way, the medical teaching or 
graduation of persons, knowing them to be 
supporters and mtended practitioners of some 
irregular and exclusive system of medicine.'' 

The report, under the rules, went over for 
one year. 



Report o/ the Committee on Necrology. 

Dr. J. M. Toner, of Washington, Churman^ 
presented the report, which contained sketohee 
of seventy five members. He further rtf* 
marked that there were 850 names now upon 
the list of necrology of the Association. 

The report was referred to the Committee 
of Publication. 

Committee on National Library, 

The Secretary stated that the Committee on 
Catalogue of National Library was not pre- 
pared to report, and asked that the committee 
DC continued. Granted. 

Address of Dr. A. L, Loomis, of New York^ 
Chairman of the Section on Practical 
Mediciney Materia Medica^ and Physi- 
ology. 

Dr. Loomis opened his address by making 
brief reference to a few of the more important 
advances in medicine which had been make 
during the past year, and then passed to the 
consideration of the climatic trecUmeat of 
pulmonary phthisis. 

With reference to the germ theory of dis- 
ease it was believed that the tacts as now pre- 
sented did not warrant its acceptation. 

With reference to the etiology •/ typhoid 
fever no new facts had been elicited regarding 
its spontaneous or specific origin. 

The experiments of Heidenham had gone 
far to establish the fact 'hat croupous pneu- 
monia had a specific origin, and could not be 
excited by simple irritation of the respiratory 
passages. 

Re^rence was made to Lancerot's descrip- 
tion of a new form of diabetes, due to changes 
occurring in the pancreas. 

Reference was also made to several new dis- 
coveries made in physiology. Among these. 
Dr. J. W. S. Arnold of New York, had dem- 
onstrated by a series of experiments that the 
first sound of the heart had a muscular origin. 

Mention was also made of several compara- 
tively new therapeutic aeents, such as jabor- 
andi, hydrobromio acid, Uiymol, and the alka- 
loids used as a substitute (or formic. 

THB CLIMATIC TBBATHBNT OF PITLMONABT 

PHTHISIS. 

Dr. Loomis then passed to the consideration 
of the chief topic in his address, namely, some 
of the indications and considerations which 
should influence one in arriving at a decisi<»i 
with reference to the climate and locality best 
suited to each phthisical patient amenable to 
climatic treatment. [This portion of the ad- 
dress will be published in full in a subsequent 
number of Thx Journal.] 

SAinTABIUlIS. 

In order to obtain the greatest success in 
the climatic treatment of phthisis, it was nee- 
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<e88ary to have saoitariams under the direotion 
of intelligent physicians, where patients oonld 

So and be free from all exciting causes of the 
isease. For the phthisical patient not the 
^rst step has yet been taken towards the prop- 
er constniotion and equipment of such resorts. 
Such sanitariums as could receive the endorse 
ment and sanction of the leading medical men 
were needed in all parts of the country. 

Dr. Loomis closed his address with the fol- 
lowing practical suggestion : 

CUB HINSBAL SPBINGS. 

'* It seems to me that the necessities of our 
time are demanding the establishment not on- 
ly of well-organized and thoroughly equipped 
sanitariums hj the sea, in the mountains, in 
the cold regions of the North, and in the 
warm regions of the South, but that our min- 
eral springs should be utilized for the cure of 
disease. No one doubts but thej are equal, 
if not superior, to those of the old world; yet 
to-day we know more of the virtues of Carls- 
bad Kissingen, Vichy and Hnnyadi watej^s 
than those of Saratoga, Virginis, Arkansas, 
and Colorado. Has not the time come, gen- 
tlemen, when some organized action should be 
taken in this matter ?" 

Db. C N. Palmbb, of Lockport, moved 
that the address be referred to the Section on 
Practical Medicine. Carried. 

Db. Bowditch, of Boston, made a few re- 
marks, and stated that in his experience for 
phthisical patients sanitaria upon the sea-shore 
were injurious. 

Db. James B. Whitb, of Buffalo, offered 
the following resolution: 

'^Hesolvedy That a committee of five be ap- 
pointed to confer with General Meyer upon 
the subject of making observations as to the 
existence of ozone in various localities, and 
take such other steps and measures in the mat- 
ter as may be necessary for the success of the 
obiect," 

In seconding the above, Db. Davis, of Chi- 
cago, briefly stated what had already been 
done to attain the object by the profession 
since 1 d74. After a discussion by Drs. Bnsey, 
White, Bell, Bronson, Leonard, Loomis, and 
Davis, the resolution was adopted. 

BBPOBT OF THB GOMMITTBB ON SfOMlNATIONS. 

Db. Tonbb, Chairman of the Committee on 
Nominations, announced that they were ready 
to make their report. 

Db. Hupp, Secretary of the Committee, 
read the following, which, upon motion made 
by Dr. James P. White, of Buffalo, was ac- 
cepted and unanimously adopted: 

After due consideration the Committee on 
Nominations respectfully report that they 
have nominated the following gentlemen for 
the various offices named, to wit: 



JF^or Presideiit. — Theophilus Parvin, M. D., 
of Indiana. 

For Vice Presidents — A. J. IbuUer, M. D., 
of Maine; W. F. Westmoreland M. D., of 
Georgia; John Morns, M. D., of Maryland; 
Joha H. Murphy, M. D., of Minnesota. 

For 7r6(wwr6r— -Richard J. Danglison, M. 
D., of Pennnylvania. 

For Librarian — Wm. Lee, M. D,, of Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Committee on Library — John Eliot, M. D., 
of District of Columbia. 

Next place of meeting — Atlanta, Ga. 

Time of meeting — The first Taesday in May, 
18 9. 

For Assistant Se^^retary — Soott Todd, M. 
D., of Atlanta, Ga. 

Committee ofArra7igeme7U% — J. P. Logan, 
Chairman; H. V. M. Miller, G. G. Crawford, 
H. L. Wilson, J. F. Alexander, J. M. Johnson, 
Charies Pinckoey, V. H. Tallioferro, J. T. 
Johnson, of Atlanta, Ga. 

Committee on Prize Essays — Robert Battey, 
of Rome, Ga. ; J. G. Westmoreland, of Atlan- 
ta, Ga.; Wm. A. Love, of Atlanta, Ga.; Rob- 
ert Eidley, of Atlanta, Ga.; Henry F. Camp- 
bell, of Augusta, Ga.; J. H. Van Deman, of 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Committee on Publication— -Dr, Wm. B. 
Atkinson, Chairman ; T. M. Drysdale, M. D., 
A Fricke, M. D., S. D. Gross, M, D., C. Wis- 
er, M. D., R. J. Dnnglison, M. D., of Penn- 
sylvania; and Wm. Lee, M. D., of District of 
Columbia. 

The Committee also report the following 
nominations for Chairmen and Secretaries of 
Sections for 1879 : 

L Practice oJiMedicine, Materia Medico^ 
and Physiology — Dr. Thomas F. Rochester, 
of Buffalo N. Y., Chairman ; W. C. Glascow, 
of St. Louis, Mo., Secretary. 

II. Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and 
Children — K. S. Lewis, of New Orleans, Chair- 
man ; J. R. Chadwick, of Boston, Ma'^s., Sec- 
retary. 

III. Surgery and Afiatomy—Moset^ Gunn, 
M. D., of Illinois, Chairman; Dr. J. R. Weist, 
of Indiana, Secretary. 

IV. Medical Jurisprudence Chemistry and 
Physiology — Dr. Wm. M. Compton, of Mis- 
sissippi, Chairman; L. M. Eastman, of Mary- 
land, Se '.retary. 

V. State Medicine and Public Hygiene — 
Dr. John S. Billings, oi District of Columbia, 
Chairman ; Dr. J. T. Reeve, of Wisconsin, 
Secretary; Alabamv, Jerome Cochran; Arkan- 
sas, W. B. Welsh; California, W. F. Cheeney; 
Colorado, C. Dennison; Connecticut, C. A. 
Lindsley; Delaware, Wm. Marshall; District 
of C >lumbia, T. Antisell; Georgia, J. W. Bai- 
ley; Illinois, H. A. Johnson; Indiana, James 
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F. Hibbard; Iowa, J. A. Blanchard; KaDBas, 
D. W. Storemont; Kentucky, S. Brandeb; 
Louisana, Sanford E*. Chaill£; Maine, A. P. 
Snow; Maryland, T. B. Evans; Massachnsette, 
H. I. Bowditch; Michigan, H. B. Baker; Min 
nesota, C. P. Adams; Mississippi, Wort John- 
son; Missouri, Jacob Geiger; Kew Hampshire, 

G. P. Conn; New Jersey, E. M. Hunt; New 
York, A. N. Bell; Ohio, J. C. Reeve; Penn- 
sylvania, Benjamin Lee; Rhode Island, E. M. 
Snow; South Carolina, R. A. Kinlock; Tennes- 
see, T. A. Acheson ; Texas, H. W. Brown ; Vir 
flrinia, F. D. Cunningham ; Vermont, L. C. But 
ler; West Virginia, E. A. Hildreth; Wiscon- 
sin, J. T. Reeve; Florida, G. W. Betton; 
North Carolina, C. J. O'Hagen ; United State^ 
Army, Joseph Smith, of Fortress Monroe; 
United States Navy, Joseph Wilson, of Wash- 
ington, D. C; Oregon, H. Carpenter. 

Committee on JStecrology — J. M. Toner, M. 
D., of the District of Columbia, Chairman; 
Alabama, J. S. Weatherby; Arkansas, R. G. 
Jennings; California, Henry Gibbons; Color 
ado, R. G. Buckingham ; Conrecticut, G. W. 
Russell ; Delaware, L. P. Buck ; District of 
Cnlumbia, W. W. Johnson ; Georgia, T. S. 
Hopkins ; Illinois, J. H Hollister ; Indiana, 
John Moffit ; Iowa, C. C. Bradley ; Kentucky, 
L. P. Yandell ; Maine, E. F. Sanger ; Massa 
chusetts, J. R. Bronson ; Maryland, J. H 
Hartman ; Michigan, W. F. Breakley ; Min- 
nesota, C. C. Cross ; Missouri, A. J. Steele ; 
New Jersey, John Blaine ; North Carolina, N. 
J. Pitman ; Louisiana, Samuel Logan ; New 
York, J. P. Gray ; Ohio, Thad. H. Reamy ; 

Oregon, ; Pennsylvania, Thomas 

H. Helsby; Rhode Island, C. H. Fisher; 
South Carolina, Manning Siqimons ; Tennes- 
see, Thomas Menees ; Texas, J. H. Stalnaker; 
Virginia, L. S. Joynes ; Wisconsin, D. Mason ; 
Vermont, O. F. Fassett ; Mississippi, P. F. 
Whitehead ; Kansas, C. V. Mattram ; New 
Hampshire, L. G. Hill ; West Virmnia, Rob 
ert W* Hazlett ; United States Army, J. J. 
Woodward, of Washington, D. C; United 
States Navy, Joseph Wilson, of Washington, 
D. C ; Nebraska, J. H. Peabody. 

Judicial Council — To fill a vacancy caused 
by death, John P. Gray, of Utica, N. Y. ; in 
place of the seven whose terms expire at this 
meeting, D. A. Linthicum, of Arkansas ; Fos- 
ter Pratt, of Michigan ; A. Woodward, of 
Connecticut ; J. M. Toner, of District of Col- 
umbia ; J. H. Van Demanof Tennessee ; S. M. 
Benham, of Pennsylvania ; R. N. Todd, of In- 
diana. 

BEPOBT ON BEC0:vrMENDATI0N8 IN EX-PBB8I- 
DENT BOWDITOH's ADDBES8. 

Dr. N. S. Davis, Chairman of the Commit 
tee, made a somewhat lengthy report, and 
closed as follows : 



" After a careful review of the whole sub- 
ject, indeed by many years of careful observa- 
tion, in the Sections of the Association, the 
undersigned li ould recommend no change in 
the present by-laws and ordinances regulating 
the workings of the Scctionp, except the strik- 
ing out of tne paragraph in Section 11 of the 
by-laws, commencing with * Papers appropri- 
ate to the several Seoticnp,' etc., and inserting 
in its place the following : 

' It shall be the duty of every member of 
the Association, who proposes to present a pa- 
per or report to any one of the Sections, to 
either forward the paper, or a title indicative 
of its contents and Us length, to the Chairman 
of the Committee of Arrangements at least 
one month before the annual meeting at which 
the paper or report is to be read . It shall al- 
so be the duty of the President and Secretary 
of each Section to communicate the same in- 
formation to the Chairman of the Committee 
of Arrangements concerning such papers and 
reports as may come into tneir possession or 
knowledge for their respective Sections the 
same length of time before the annual meeting. 
And the Committee of Arrangements shall de- 
termine the order of reading or presentation 
of all such papers, and announce the ^ame in 
the form of a programme for the use of all 
members attending the annual meeting. Such 
programme shall also contain the rules speci- 
fied in the by-laws and ordinances concerning 
the consideration and disposal of all papers in 
the Sections.' 

''AH of which is respectfully submitted. 

N. S. Davis, 
S. D. Gross." 

Dr. Bowditch presented the following mi- 
nority report: 

<' The undersigned still holds to the opinion 
that the submission to trained experts of all 
papers read or presented to the various Sec- 
tions of the Associations would tend to make 
our published Transactions more interesting, 
and vastly to increase their scientific merits, 
although perchance making them less bulky. 

'' He believes, moreover, that some other of 
the amendments suggested by him would ulti- 
mately be of service to the Association. 

''He admits the cogency of the arguments 
of the majority of the committee in regard to 
permanent membership. 

"He still adheres to the idea that the time 
spent in discussions in regard to the by-laws 
in any scientific body, is commonly so much 
time wasted, which should be spent in more 
congenial and appropriate work, and that no 
changes, even though deemed very important 
by a few, should be made in the organic law, 
if they do not meet with favor ip^ith a large 
majority of the body. 
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"And, fin&Uy, in fnll oonfit^ence that with 
our preient by-laws, if the Chairmen and Seo- 
retaries of the Seotions and of the Committee 
o€ ArrangenientB will do thoroughly their re- 
speotire dnty, the meetings of this ^sooiation 
and its tranBaotions will annually grow better, 
as they have done in the paet, the anderaigned 
will not oppose the report of the majority of 
the committee. Hknby I, Bowditch." 

The majority report was nnanimoaely adopt- 
ed. 

STATK UXDICINB AXD PUBLIC HYGIENE. 

Db. J. L. Cabkll, of the University of Vir- 
ginia, Chairman of the Section, delivered an 
address, in which he maintained that the es- 
tablishment of a generAl Board of Health was 
the indispensable measure to any systematic 
effort to inaugurate State medicine in any of 
the States of the Federal Union. 

As to the value of sanitation in general in 
diminishing the death-rate, reference was 
made to the address of Mr. Edwin Chadwiok, 
delivered before the British Social Science As- 
sociation at Aberdeen, September 13, IBiT. 

Speaking with reference to the miuntenanoe 
of the purity of the air within and aronnd 
dwellings. Dr. Cabell remarked that the evi- 
dence of advance in public hygiene consisted 
not so much in the discovery of new facts or 
principles, as in more careful, exact, and hon- 
est methods of sanitary engineering, in con- 
formity with well-known laws of sanitary sci- 
ence. It could scarcely need be said that one 
of the most fruitful sources of the impurity of 
the air around dwellings, and consequently of 
the air within dwellings, since the latter was 
constantly being replaced by the former, was 
the damp condition of the ground, which, bow- 
ever well drained of sub-soil water at first, was 
liable to subsequent contamination with liquid 
filth, whether arising from slops thrown upon 
the surface of yards or gardens, or from the 
dejections of animals. A soil well aerated by 

firoper water drunage, would, in a measure at 
east, oxidize the organic matters, and miti- 
gate the generation <^ malaria. It would not, 
however, De safe to rely upon that to disinfect 
the excrement- sod den soil in the streets of cit- 
ies, and it became an important problem of 
sanitary engineering how to protect the at- 
mosphere of cities from that source of coutam- 
ination. That end could probably be secured 
by the best asphalt pavements, such as had 
been largely used in some of the cities of En- 
rope, and had been successfully introduced in 
some parts of Brooklyn, and on the principal 
avenues of the national metropolis, No wa 
ter or filtJi could penetrate them, and they 
were easily cleaned at less expense than any 
other pavement. A necessary condition, how- 
ever, of the becieficial action of impervious 
pavements was the absolute freedom of the 



subsoil from the coatamination which might 
arise from defective sewers, or from percola- 
tion of the contents of cesspools. 

Reference was then made to what had been 
aooomplished by sanitary measures in prevent- 
ing the spread of contagious diseases, and 
from that point Dr. Cabell proceeded to dis- 
cuss at ooDsiderable length the theory of con- 
tagium vivum. 

The address was referred to the Section on 
State Medicine and Public Hygiene. 

QDKSTIOW OF PEIVILRGK — SHOETKNING IH FBAO- 
TOEES. 

Db. Lbwis a. Satbe, of New York, rose to 
a question of privilege, and asked that he be 
recorded upon the minutes as opposed to the 
passage of the resolution, adopted by the As- 
sociation at its meeting held in Chicago in 
1377, relating to the occurrence of shortening 
in fracture of long bones. 

The purport of tne resolution was that short- 
ening was the rule, in spite of all treatment, 
and he wished to be recorded as opposed to 
the doctrine that fractures could not oe treat- 
ed without euoh result. 

The request was granted. 

The Association then adjourned to meet on 
Friday, at 9.30 a. m. 

Fbidat, June 7th. — Fourth Day, 

The Association was called to order at 9.30 
A. u. by the President, Dr. Richardson. 

COMinrTEE ON OZONE. 

Pursuant to resolution offered by Dr. White 
in yesterday's session, the President announced 
the Committee on Osone as follows: Dr. S. 
S. Davis, of Illinois, Chairman; Dr. J. S. BUl- 
ings, of United States Army ; Dr. W. N. Ged- 
dings, of South Carolina : Dr. J. M. Toner, 
of District of Columbia, und Dr. S. M. Bemie, 
of Lonisiana. 

UBMBBBS BY INVITATION. 

Dr. Rochester, Ohairman of the Committee 
of Arrangements, announced the following aa 
members by invitation: Drs. W. J. A. Case, 
of Hamilton, Out. ; George N. Burrell, of Bng- 
ham Hall, Canandaigna ; George Waters, of 
Coberg, Out; H, C HUl, of Lookport, N. Y.; 
V. A. Ellsworth, of East Otto, N. Y. ; A. A. 
Hubble, of Leon, N. Y.; John W. Whitbeok, 
of N. Y. ; Milan Baker, of Warsaw, N. Y. 

The Secretary read a letter of regret from 
Dr. George K. Fenwich, of Montreal, which 
was ordered on the minutes. 

DUTY OF THE COMMirrBB ON NECEOLOQT. 

The following resolution was offered by Dr. 
J. S. HiBBAED, of Indiana : 

HMohed, That hereafter it shall be the 
duty of the Committee on NecroloCT to con- 
fine their reports to the death of medioal men 
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who have been members of this AsBooiation' 
and at the time of death were still in good fel- 
lowship or honorably separated from the As- 
sociation." Adopted. 

OBGANIZATION OP STATE BOABDS OF HBALTH. 

Db. a. N. Bbll, of Garden City, moved the 
continnanoe of the committees appointed two 
years ago for the organization of State Boards 
of Health. Carried. 

MBTBIC SYSTEM — COMMUNICATION FBOM THE 

MEDICAL SOCIETY OP THE STATE OP 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The following communication from the Med- 
ical Society of the State of Pennsylvania was 
read by the Secretary : 

"At the annual meeting of this body held 
in Pittsburg, May, 1878, it was unanimously 

''Besolvedy That the Medical Society of the 
State of Pennsylvania, recognizing the advan- 
tages of the metric system from its universal- 
ity, simplicity, and scientific character, does 
recommend the use of the same to the mem- 
bers of this Society, and urges them to famil- 
iarize themselves with it, and to advise their 
students to use it exclusively when they com- 
mence their medical career. 

^* Resolved^ That in all communications made 
to this Society, in which reference is made to 
weights and measures, the metric system only 
should be used. 

** Beeolvedy that the Secretary of this Soci- 
ety is instructed to bring this action of this 
Society to the notice of the American Medical 
Association at its next meetingi and urge up- 
on the National Association a similar action. '' 

On motion bv Dr. Atkinsoni and seconded 
by Dr. N, S. Davis, the oommnnication was 
received and placed upon the minutes. 

MEDICAL UNIFOBMITY— COMMISSIOirXBS AND 
DELEGATES TO SITBOPE. 

On motion, Drs. Marion Sims, Thomas Drys- 
dale, and E. Seguin, were oonfimied as dele- 
gates to Europe, upon the question of medical 
uniformity, to report next year. 

COMMITTEE ON THE ADDBBS8 OP THE CHAIBMAN 
OP THE SECTION ON PBACTICAL MEDICINE. 

Db. N. S. Davis, of Chicago, offered the 
following resolution, which was adopted: 

^*Re8olvedy That the Section on Practical 
Medicine, Materia Medica, and Physiology rec- 
ommend the appointment by the American 
Medical Association of a committee of five 
members, to whom shall be referred so much 
of the recommendations in the address of the 
President of that Section as relates to the es- 
tablishment of proper sanitaria for consump- 
tion, and the more accurate utilizing of the 
various mineral waters of our country, with 
instructions to report at the next meeting of 
the Association." 



The President appointed the following mem- 
bers as such committee: Dr. H. L Bowditoh, 
of Massaohnsetts; Dr. A. N. Bell, of New 
York State; Dr. «r. L. Cabell, of Virginia; Dr. 
S. E. Chaill6, of Louisiana; and Dr. Charles 
Dennison, of Colorado. 

DELEGATES TO POBEIQN SOCIETIES. 

The President announced the following del- 
e^tes: To European Medical Societies — Drs. 
Sims, Drysdale, Seeuin, Daly, Halberstadt, 
Levis, and W. H. Pancoast. 2o the Cana- 
dian Medical Association — Drs. Brodie, Todd, 
E. N. Brush, and W. Clarke. 

LEGAL BELATIONS OP THE INSANE. 

The following resolutions concerning certain 
legal relations of the insane, offered by Dr. 
Foster Pratt, of Michigan, in Section V ., and 
referred to the Association, were received and 
adopted: 

"liesolved^ That the personal restraint of 
the insane is an essential element of the medi- 
cal treatment of their disease, the use of which 
as a therapeutical agency, may be justified by 
their insanity, just as the use of it as a public 
agency, for the prevention of injury to person 
or property, is justified by their dangerous 
conduct. 

**Jiesolvedy That while none question the ne- 
cessity for specific statutory provisions to reg- 
ulate the restraint of those insane persons who 
are wholly or partly a public charge, we main- 
tain 

^rrhat it is the duty of relations and friends, 
and it is also their natural and inherent right, 
whether declared or understood by statute, to 
retain and to care for their sick or insane re- 
lations as a- private patient at his or their 
home, or in a legally recognized and regulated 
hospital ; and 

^^That the exercise, by them, of so much re- 
straint as is essential to their proper treatment 
of his dissase is not a violation of his rights 
of personal liberty ; and 

^^That their duty and ri|;ht to exercise such 
remedial restraint are subject to State surveil- 
lance or legal limitations only so far as may 
be necessary to prevent their neglect of that 
duty or to punish their abuse of the right." 

BEPOBT OP COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO SECUBE 
THE POBMATION OP STATE BOABDS OP HEALTH. 

*^Your committee, consisting of the Presi- 
dent and Permanent Secretary, who are re- 
quired to report annually the results of their 
efforts for the organization of State Boards of 
Health, respectfully report that they have ad- 
dressed the Governor of each State where a 
Board of Health has not been organized with 
a suitable memorial. A few Executives have 
courteously acknowledged this communication 
and expressed their earnest desire to further 
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oar efforts. We are happy to annonnoe that 
three additional State Boards have been organ- 
ized, making nineteen in all, viz. : Alabama, 
Oalifornia, Colorado, Connecticut, Georgia, 
Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Massachusetts, 
Marylttud, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, 
Kew Jersey, North Carolina, rennessee, Rhode 
Island, Virginia, Wisconsin," 
Adopted. 

NEW SECTION. 

Dr. X. C. Scott, of Ohio, called up the res- 
olution of last year, creating a new Section of 
Ophthalmology, Otology, and Laryngology, 
to be known as Section YL^ and moved its 
adoption. Carried. 

Oq motion of Dr. E* Smith, of Detrpit, Dr. 
H. Enapp, of New York, was made Chairman 
of the new Sdction, and X. C Soott, of Ohio, 
was made Secretary. 

ADDRESS OF DB. WALTBB KBMPSTBB, OF OBH- 
KOSH, WISCONSIN, CHAIBMAN OF THE SECTION 
ON MEDIOAX JUBISPBUDBNGE, GHEMISTBT, AND 

PSYCHOLOGY, 

Dr. Eempster first considered the patholog- 
ical brain lesions characteristic of insanity. 
The blood vessels were changed in appearance, 
the morbid process beginning in the walls of 

e capillaries. Miliary aneurisms occurred, 
and as they ruptured speedily became the 
centres for changes in the brain tissue. The 
interstitial tissue of the brain was also affec- 
ted, and changes were also found in the nerve 
cells in the way of hypertrophy, atrophy, 
nucleus becoming diseaseoL There was also 
change in the substance of the cell. The cell 
changes might be so extensive that in the 
place of nerve-cells there were seen masses of 
granular material having no relation whatever 
to the appearance of a normal cell . With ref- 
erence to the membranes of the brain. Dr. 
Eempster thought that they were quite uni- 
formly found affected in all cases of insanity, 
and that there existed adhesions between the 
membranes and the brain, especially over its 
anterior portions, thus affecting the motor 
centres. Absence of such adhesions at the 
posterior part of the brain was a noticeable 
feature. 

The question of 

LOCALIZATION OF FUNCTIONS 

was discussed at some length, and the cases 
reported by Charcot, E. C BeguiD and others 
were referred to as evidence of the correctness 
of the dootrine. Reference was also made to 
the teachings of Brown-Sequard and Schiff 
in opposition to the theory of localization of 
functions. Dr. Eempster believed that the 
weight of accumulative testimony went to 
show that the localization doctrine was correct. 

Reference was made to a case of 



TEMPOBABY AND TBANBIENT APHASIA 

which had fallen under his observation. It 
was believed to be due to cerebral anasmia. 

Special mention was made of two oases in 
which convulsions could be produced by pinch- 
ing the dura with a pair of forceps through 
an opening made in thfe skull by a fracture. 

In the department of 

MEDICAL JUBISPBUDENCB 

nothing had oocurred during the past year 
worthy of special mention, unless it was that 
Wisconsin lawyers and a judge had recognized 
the fact that the ^^knowledge test'' was unreli- 
able. 

Db. Kempsteb expressed the hope that the 
time would come when the court would call 
expert testimony, if the obscurity of the case 
seemed to make it necessary. 

The address was referred to the Committee 
on Publication. 

ibbasubeb's bepobt. 

Db. Riohabd J. Dunglison, Treasurer, re- 
ported as folio ws: 

"The Treasurer has the honor to report a 
balance in the treasury at the end of the fiscal 
year of 12,446.02. This amount is much larg- 
er than would have been found there had any 
deduction been made to pay the Permanent 
Secretary in honorarium for his services for 
the previous year. For the first time for a 
number of years the Assooiatioo at its last 
meeting omitted to pass a resolution appropri- 
ating money to this end, and the Treasurer 
was thus left without authority to devote the 
funds of the Association to such a purpose. 
The annual amount, whatever it might be, 
voted by that body to its Secretary, was an 
honoranum, and not a salary, the Association 
having decided in 18T3, upon the adverse re- 
ports of a committee appointed in 1872 to de- 
cide upon the propriety of making the office a 
salaried one, that ^no amount of specified sal- 
ary be attached to the office.' Ever since that 
time, an honorarium, not a salary, has been 
paid him by Treasurer, but never without the 
authoritative order of the Association, as con- 
veyed by annual resolution. 

"The Treasurer is in constant receipt of ap- 
plications from members for volumes of the 
Transactions of the Association which are en- 
tirely out of print. As some of the members 
are m possession of scarce volumes, which 
they may not wish to retain, the Treasurer will 
willingly act as a medium of exchange, and 
thus, accommodate those who are anxious to 
complete their sets." [Here followed a finan- 
cial statement.] 

The report was adopted and referred to the 
Publication Committee. 

The annual report of the Publication Com- 
mittee was received and adopted. 
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HONORARIUM TO THE PERMANENT SECRETARY. 

Dr. N. S. Davis, of Chicago, moved that 
the Treasurer be authorized to draw his war- 
rant and pay to the Permanent Secretary the 
sum of $700 as an honorarium for the faithful 
performance of his duties. Carried. 

REPORT OF C03IMITTBB ON PRIZE ESSAYS. 

" Your committe to determine the merits of 
prize essays would respectfully report: That 
they have had three separate papers submitted 
to their inspection. Two of these papers pre- 
sent subjects of very great interest, and show 
original researches, but are too imperfect, in 
the estimation of the committee to command 
a prize. The remaining paper, in the judge- 
ment of your committee, is fully up to the re- 
quirements. Indeed, the paper is so elabor- 
ate as to fill a large space in the volume of the 
Transactions of the Association. The paper 
should be considered as two and not as one. 
The analysis of 789 cases of operation on the 
carotid artery, and the careful and minute 
measurements of the artery and its branches 
in one hundred and twenty-one subjects, shows 
ing the range of variation and percentage of 
the same, followed by inferences bold and 
original, naturally constitute a paper complete 
in Itself. Another one on the same plan with 
reference to the innominate and subclavian, 
being an analysis of 300 cases, and the obser- 
vation of fifty-two subjects, is presented to us 
in such a manner, that we may consider the 
whole as one prize, or they may compete for 
both. 

" Your committee believe that both prizes 
should be awarded to the two essays by one 
person. The motto is, *Tempora mutantnr et 
nos mutamur in illis.' 

£. M. Moore, Chairman ; 

Thos. Lothrop, 

H. R. Hopkins, 

W. W. Miner." 

The recommendation of the committee was 
unanimously adopted. 

On opening the sealed envelope the name 
of the successful essayist was found to be Dr. 
John A. Wyeth, of JNew York City. 

THE LIBRARIAN'S REPORT 

was read and referred to the Committee on 
Library. 

On motion made by Dr. Brodie, of De- 
troit, the Treasurer was authorized to pay to 
the Librarian the sum of two hundred dollars, 
to be used by him according to the recom- 
mendation contained in his report — namely, 
for binding phamphlets and loose papers. 

On motion of Dr. Davis, of Chicago, the 
recommendation of the Librarian adding Dr. 
J. M. Toner, of Washington, to the Library 
Committee, was adopted. 



Dr. J. M. Keller, of Arkansas, offered 
the following, which was laid over for one 
year: 

^^Resolved, That in future the Committee on 
Nominations shall present the name of no per- 
son for appointment or election to office or po- 
sition, save on the Committees on Necrology 
and Climatology, unless the party nominated 
be in attendance on the Association at the 
time.'* 

proposed new sections. 

Dr. J. J. Caldwell, of Maryland, offered 
a resolution creating a new Section upon 
"Neurology and Electrology." Action de- 
ferred for one year. 

Dr. Maddox, of Baltimore, Md., offered a 
resolution creating a Section on " Diseases of 
the Genito-Urinary Organs, including Derma- 
tology and Syphilis." Action deferred for 
one year. 

IM memoriam. 

Dr. J. M. Toner, of Washington, offered 
the following preamble and resolutions, which 
were adopted: 

^^ Whereas^ A short time previous to the 
the meeting of this Association^ Professor Jo- 
seph Henry, late Secretary of the Smithsonian 
Institute, departed this life full years and hon- 
ors; therefore, be it 

^^Besolved^ That the American Medical As- 
sociation hereby offers its tribute of respect to 
the name of this illustrious man, whose pure 
and noble life, as well as his great attainments 
and actual discoveries, have long since placed 
him at the head of the men of science in this 
land. 

^^Besolvedy That while we share the com- 
mon grief of all his fellow-countrymen on the 
occasion of his deaths we believe his name 
will be established in the memory of posterity, 
and we hold up his example for the emulation 
of all lovers ot^the truth, now and hereafter. 

'^ Besolved, That a copy of these resolu- 
tions be transmitted to the Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institute and to the family of the 
deceased." 

amendments TO THE BY-LAWS. 

Dr. Davis, of Chicago, offered a resolution 
with reference to the following amendments 
proposed by him last year, which was adopt- 
ed: 

^'Strike out all of third paragraph, Section 
Vin.: 'It shall be the duty of every mem- 
ber of this Association, who learns that any 
existing medical school departs from the pub- 
lished ctonditions of graduation, to report the 
fact at the annual meetings ; and, on proof of 
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the lact, Buch school shall be deprived of ite 
represeDtation in this body.' 

"Strike out all of second paragrapb, Sec- 
tion IX: "This ABBOciation recognizea as a 
"regular organized " medical college one that 
has beea represeoted at any meeting, and that 
complies with the rules and directions found 
in the public Iransactiona, vol. xiii., page 33.' ' 

Dr. Hitchcock, of Michigan, oiFered an 
amendment to the by-laws wiih reference to 
the nomination of officers. 

Laid over for one year. 

Dr. RiCHAHDSOX, with complimentary re- 
marks, then introduced Dr. Parvin, the Pres- 
ident-elect, who, in most eloquent and appro 
priate words, addressed the Association and 
returned thanks for the high honor it had con 
ferred upon him. 

Dr. J. H. Van Dkman, of Tennessee, of 
fered resolutions, which were unanimoualy 
adopted, expressive of the appreciation of the 
hospitalities and courtesies extended to the 
members of the Association by the medical 
profession and citizens of Bunalo, and also 
thanking the officers of the Association for 
the promptness with which they had dis 
charged their several duties. 

On motion, the President declared the Aa- 
Bociation adjourned, to meet in Atlanta, Ga., 
on the first Tuesday in May, 1B19.— Medical 
Record. 



The Bromides in Epilepsy. 
Professor E. C. Seguin, M. D., in the Jour- 
nal of ^erooim and Mental Diseases, sums up 
bis views on the use of the bromides in epilep- 
ly and other neuroses in the following words: 

1. In view of what we know of the physi- 
ological and toxic effects of the bromides, and 
in accordance with either of the two generally 
received hypotheses of their modus operandi, 
ancemia and debility, or congenital feebleness, 
contra-indicate prolonged use of the bromides. 

2. The bromides are, on the contrary, well 
home by persons of fairly fall habit and good 
nervons power. 

3. The bromides are indicated in cases of 
abnormally great irritability of the nervous 
system, in its motor (niuscnlar and vaao-motor) 
and ideational tracts. 

4. Epilepsy is so serious a disease, one which 
if not interrupted, kills the patient or reduces 
him to dementia, that we are justified in using 
nnnsual and heroic measures in its treatment. 
Hence, the contra- indication a named above are 
to be much less regarded in the managemen' 
of this formidable neurosis. 



a. As a corollary to the last proposition, I 
may state that I consider epilepsy to be the 
only disease for the cure of which we are jus- 
tified in deliberately producing a degree of 
bromism. — Ilonpital Gazette. 



Dyspepsia. 

By Dr. C. ¥. Kunzk,* 

[Translatecl from the German for The Hospital 
Oazette by Vami. H. Eretzsobhar, M. D., 
Brooklyn, N. Y.] 

Dyspepsia means "Difficult stomach diges- 
tion,'' and is as such one of the most common 
symptoms of anatomical changes which have 
taken place in the stomach, but it is also a 
symptom of conditions »'« which the normal 
structure of the stomach is not altered or in 
which, with our present state of knowledge, we- 
are unable to detect ajiy structural changes. 
In the following pages this second form of 
dyspepsia only will be considered, and it may 
be stated here that jnst in proportion as onr 
medical knowledge advances, the number of 
cases belonging to this class will diminish. 

Sgmptonts. — The patients complain, es- 
peoially after taking food, and sometimes only 
after they have eaten certain articles, of a 
sensation of heaviness and fullneas in the 
region of the stomach. Real pain is not gen- 
erally experienced. Often there is a nausea, 
occasionally vomiting, theetomaoh is bloated, 
in most eases the appetite is diminished, and, 
sometimes, patients have an entire lack of 
appetite for any kind of food. Some patients 
have a remarkable desire for highly spiced 
articles. The stomach digestion is m^ucfi 
slower than normal. Peronssion shows the 
presenoe of undigested food a lone time after 
nourishment has been taken. The patient 
feels wearv, he has no desire for mental or 
bodily work, and often complains of a very 
severe "compressing" pain in the forehead^ 
and in the oooipitaT region. If vomiting oo- 
cnrs, the food is thrown up, sometimes honr» 
after it has been taken, in an nndieested state. 
Vot nnfrequently it is saturated with foal 
gases, as the product of decomposition which, 
haa taken place within the stomach. If the 
quantity ot gas present is at all considerable 
tne stomaoh presents a bloated condition, 
known as ftatuiBnce, and it attempts to empty 
its ctaseouB contents by frequent emotations 
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(rnctns). Sometimes the matter vomitdd is of 
%n soid reaction, depeading on the presence of . 
batyrio and aoetio acids. The abnormal for- 
mation of aoid also ^ves rise to an unpleas- 
ant bamiuir sensation in the cesophagns and 
pharynx (J^yrosis). Tb« tongne is no certain 
criterion; in some oases it is thickly coated, in 
others it is entirely clean. In cases of dyi- 

{lepda of short daration, caused by an over- 
oaded condition of the stomach, or depending 
on the presenoe of indigestible food, great re- 
lief and often permanent cure is obtained by 
free emesis. Not nnfreqnentty, however, 
vomiting does not occur, the ingesta are not 
thrown up, but enter the small intestines and 
produce pain, oramps, rolling, flatulence, and 
either diarrhcea or — as is often found among 
children — obstinate constipation. Among 
children such a condition is oft«n follotred by 
fever and restlessness at night, by increased 
frequency of respiration and pulse, and even 
by general convulsions which may prove fatal. 

In chronic cases of dyspepsia, mental de- 
spondency and hypoohondria are frequently 
developed: the state of the patient's nutrition 
becomes impaired, emaciation takes place. 

The unpleasant sensation of fullness and 
pressure in the region of the stomach beoomes 
permanent, and the patient compluns about 
them even while the stomach is empty. At 
that time the symptoms frequeutly depend on 
the condition of chronic gastric catarrh, which 
often develops during the course of dyspepsia. 

Etiology. — Dyspepsia — derangement of the 
digestive function of the stomaon without any 
known structural changes— depends uther on 
ingeata, or on a duturied condition o/ the 
general eyetem, or on altered innerv(Uion, 

I. Dysp^aia ab ungeetie is oaused: {a.\ by 
overloadmg the stomach with food, wnicn bv 
itself is not injurious, but interferes with 
■ Todi- 



that 



proper digestion onl^r b^ its guantity. 
gest food properly it is only neoest 
the quantity of food introduced stands in pro- 
portion to the digestive power of the stomach. 
If a larger quantity of food be introduced at 
once, the gastric juice is unable to digest all 
of it, the muscular action of the stomach be- 
comes exhausted, the organ itself becomes 
debilitated, expanded, and the food remains 
longer in the stomach than normally. 

(o.) By the introduction of articles which 
are indigtatibU. All articles which cannot be 
acted upon by healthy gastric juice are to be 
considered as belonging to this class, viz : 
cartilage, tendons, tough meat generally, hard 
boiled albumen, etc 

(c.) By the introduction of articles which 
either tend tojltat away or dilute the gastric 
juice. Dyspepsia depending on this cause is 
often produced by drinking large quantities 
of cola or warm water in the morning— -as has 



been recommended by Book and others. To 
drink muoh cold water with the meals is not 
only injurious for its diluting effect on the 
gastric juice, but also because it diminishes 
the temperature of the stomach to such a de- 
gree as is incompatible with healthy d^;es- 
tion (Beaumont). 

{d.) By the introduction of articles which 
influence the chemical compoettion of the gas- 
tric juice ur^favorably. 'To this class belong 
the articles which prevent to a larger or 
smaller degree /erwi«w(a( ion, vie. : strong cof- 
fee, tea, alcoholic drinks, etc.; all articles 
which are easily transformed into acetic, buty- 
ric and carbolic acida (carbo-hydrates) or 
those which are previous to their introduction 
into the stomach in a condition of partial de- 
compoaition, viz. : sour milk, sour lager beer, 
mouldy wine, etc. ; or finally those articles 
which are aimoat entirely decompoaed, vis.: 
old cheese, bad meat, etc. If the food, after 
its arrival into the stomach, cannot be di- 
gested properly, and especially if acetic and 
butyric acids are formed freely, the gastric 
juice itself becomes converted into acetic and 
butyric acid and a deranged condition of the 
digestive apparatus is developed, which is 
known under the name of "dyapepaia acida." 
The secretion of these acids by the pe»tio 
glands themselves, as has been supposed in 
mdividual cases where their presence has been 
frequently observed, has not been proved 
physiologioally. Conditions of the stomaoh 
peculiar to the individual have, however, a 
marked influence as to the predisposition to 
the formation of acetic and butyric aoids from 
the food which has been introduced. This 
form of dyspepsia, due to the formation of 
acetic or butyric acids, has nothing to do with 
an ezoeesive formation of hydrochloric add, 
which latter is a necessary constituent of the 
gastric juice and is esamttal for the digestion 
of food. It is a wide-spread mistake that the 
sonr emotaUons of patients are due to the 
ectceaeive formation of that kind of acid whiob 
enters into the formation of the gastric joioe. 
The recent examinations of Lenbe and others 
show that stomach digestion depends on the 
presence of a certain quantity of hydrochloric 
acid, and that dyspepsia is much oftener 
caused by a deficiency of hydrochloric acid 
than by an excess of it. Even in vomiting 
matter of peculiarly acid smell hydrochloric 
soid is mostly wanting, the acid reaction being 
due to the presenoe of acetic or butyric and 
not of hydrochloric acid. The question 
whether an increased quantity of hydrochloric 
acid in the gastric juice is injurious has not 
been determined as yet; it seems to me the 
only action it could have would be to cause a 
too rapid stomach digestion. 
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Not anfrequently the gastric jnioe is ob- 
served to act in the contrai^ manner.^ It is 
sometimes of cUkcUine reactton^ especially if 
large quantities of saliva are swallowed, as is 
found to be the case with smokers, or in cases 
of catarrh of the month and pharynx $ gastric 
jaice of alkaline reaction cannot perform its 
functions and dyspepsia must follow. 

II Dyspepsia depending on a deranged 
condition of the general system is found to be 
present in all diseases which are accompanied 
by well d^ned febrile movements. Beaumont 
observed in such a condition the direct de- 
crease and even the suppression of the gastric 
juice. It seems as if , m such cases, the more 
rapid retrogade metamorphosis depending up- 
on the high temperature of the body interferes 
with the production of gastric juice. Dyspep- 
sia is frequently observed, and forms a very 
troublesome complication is cases of rachitis, 
scrofulosis, arthritis and diabetes, as a more 
or less constant symptom of the deranged con- 
dition of general nutrition. The relation 
which dyspepsia bears to the diseases men- 
tioned is not altogether understood as yet. 

III. Dyspasia depe(iding on an altered con- 
dition of innervation is observed in cases of 
hvpochondria, hysteria, homesickness, neural- 

Sia, etc. The secretion of the gastric juice 
epends just as much on the nervous influence 
as the secretion of saliva and many other 
functions of the different organs. Cases of 
dyspepsia, following the continued use of 
opium or other narcotics, belong to this dafes, 
though there is in such cases a mechanical 
influence acting which should not be under- 
estimated. From the use of the narcotics the 
peristaltic movements of the stomach become 
interfered with, lessened and sometimes lost al- 
most altogether, food accumulates in the stom- 
ach, and not only causes a sensation of pressure 
and fullness, but also causes such conditions 
as were mentioned under '^dyspepsia ab in- 
gestis." 

IVeatment. — There is hardly any other mor- 
bid condition where it is more essential to 
comider the cause of the disturbance than in 
dyspepsia. In a considerable number of cases 
the removal of the cause is followed by com- 
plete recovery, as may be readily seen in cases 
of ''dyspepsia ab inffestis.'' 

Aside from the detection of the cause of 
the functional disturbance, the regulation of 
the patient's diet is the most essential part of 
the treatment; permanent cure can never be 
brought about without it. 

Generally speaking, the following rules in 
regard to diet in dyspeptic persons may be 
laid down: 

L ITiepatienfs nourishment must consist 
of articles easy of digestion. To this class of 



food belong soups, prepared of starchy mate- 
lials, beef tea — provided it is not made too 
strong, and it dq^s not contain much fat — also 
milk, and especially buttermilk, raw or soft-> 
boiled eggs, white of eggs hard-boiled are not 
nearly so quickly digested; furthermore, veni- 
son and the flesh of pigeons or fowls, somel 
kinds of fish, smoked bam, if soft, white 
bread, etc. Of those articles which should 
never be served at the table of a dyspeptkt 
person the following may be mentioned: le- 
gumes, rye bread, cake, hard smoked ham^ 
beef tea or any kind of meat with a great deal 
of fat, cheese, etc. 

II. Whenever the patient eats he should only 
take a small quantity at a time^ his stomacn 
should never be entirely filled, he should 
never leave the table with feeling that his 
appetite is fully satisfied. To careniUy regu- 
late the quantity of food to be taken at one 
meal is especially important with children, as 
they are, m most cases, entirely unable to 
judge as to the right quantity of food. 

III. Ths patient should only be allowed to 
eat again when the food taken before has been 
properly digested and left the stomach. In 
adults it takes from four to six hours for food 
of the average quality to be digested ; in oasea 
of dyspepsia it may require a much longer 
time. Infants should never be nursed at 
shorter intervals than every two hours. 

IV. ITie patient should live on plain foody 
high living must be abandoned, and but few 
dishes should be served at a meaL He should 
avoid taking supper late at nisht, and should 
not go to bed on a full stomacn. 

If the stomach is overloaded^ some remedy 
should be employed which favors the secre- 
tion of gastric juice, and which retards the 
decomposition of food in the stomach. It is 
an old and in most cases a eood custom to 
take a small quantity of alc<molic stimulant 
just after finishing a rich meal. Unfortunate- 
ly this custom is often abused; people think 
tney have a right to overload their stomachs 
because they keep some good brandy in the 
house. Finally, the habitual overloading of 
the stomach, and the frequent use of alcoholic 
drinks, produce chronic sastric catarrh, often 
complicated by a catarrhal condition of the 
small intestines. It seems as if, after the in- 
troduction of very fat food, a small quantity 
of liquor assists in emulcifyine the fatty ma- 
terial The injurious habit of drinkinff large 
Siantities of water must be abolished, and 
ose who drink lukewarm water, fastine, to 
keep the bowels open, should consult a physi- 
cian and leave it to him to correct the diffi- 
culty. I will only mention one instance 
which proves how much harm mav be done 
by adopting the hydropathic method of regu- 
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lating the movementH of the bowels. Habit- 
ual constipation in females often depends on 
general anaemia; the use of warm water, or of 
other laxatives, while temporarily relieving 
the obstruction of the bowels, always increases 
the primary lesion, while some light iron 
preparation or the use of Pymiont loater fre- 
quently relieves the secondary difficulty per- 
manently, by improving the quality of the 
blood. 

If deficiency of hydrochloric acid in the 
gastric juice causes the difficulty, it is well to 
administer it (gtt. x: 120*0 5 iv) aquss; (|i) 
SO'O syr. simplic. one tablespoonful every two 
hours). If the food has undergone fermenta- 
tion, the decomposed material should be re- 
moved from the stomach, either by means of 
a stomach pump, which is the best way, or by 
the use of emetics or laxatives. After the 
organ has been cleaned, some remedy should 
be employed to prevent the fermentation of 
food in the stomach. I like the use of sul- 
phite of soda (2*0 to 5*0: 120*0 aqusB, a table- 
spoonful three or four times a day) or 20 drops 
of benzine m sweetened water, per dose, or of 
creasote (gtt. vj: 120*0, sweetened water, one 
tablespoonful every two hours). 

In febrile diseases we are but rarely able to 
treat the dyspepsia by itself, but the remedies 
which are to be employed against the princi- 
pal disease should oe selected with due con- 
sideration for the condition of the stomach. 
The physician should take care to select those 
pharmaceutical preparations which are easily 
assimilated. In cases of intermittent fever 
with dyspepsia, muriate of quinia is to be pre- 
ferred to the sulphate, of quinia on account of 
its being better borne by the stomach. 

If the dyspepsia is due to altered innerva- 
tion^ and if a so-called irritable condition of 
the stomach is present — persistent vomiting of 
almost all the food tskken, a dislike to any 
iklnd of nourishment — ^the use of narcotics 
with the view of diminishing the irritability 
of the organ is indicated (morph. murias, a^ua 
lauro-oerasi, tr. nuo. vomio.) The digestive 
properties of the gastric juice — which is 
secreted in diminished quantity — should be 
stren^hened by the administration of small 
•quantities of muriatic (hydrochloric) acid. 
Fresh mountain air, moderate out-of-door ex- 
ercise, repeated full baths and other means to 
improve the general health of the patient, will 
assist in treatmff the gastric symptoms. Pep 
sinum porci in doses of 0*3 to 0*6 (5 to 10 grs.) 
with or without hydrochloric acid, to betaken 
three times a day just before eating, is often 
beneficial. Iron should not he given in any 
form as long as the di^estiv« power of the 
stomach is very low. If the functional de- 
rangement of the stomach is considerably di- 
.nmushed, light iron- waters, such as Pyrmont, 



Driburg, Schmalbach, Elster, may be given, 
but care should be taken not to administer 
them at too early a period. Even with a 
moderate degree of irritability, the stomach 
cannot bear any of the iron preparations or 
iron waters. The bitter tonics are suitable in 
cases of typhoid dyspepsia; I prefer to give 
sweet flag, calumba, quassia, or tr. gentian, 
comp. If there is no desire at all for nourish- 
ment, and if all sensibility of the stomach has 
been lost, I have frequently obtained bene- 
ficial results from moderate doses of ^^fruit 
ice" — not ice cream — and from small quantities 
of very old strong wine, to be taken with the 
meals. In cases of ''nervous dyspepsia," how- 
ever, no positive rule can be laid down which 
would answer for all conditions. Certain 
essential indications — the regulation of the 
diet, etc. — always should be observed, but be- 
sides that it is necessary to individualize each 
patient, and there is a large field left open for 
careful "trials." 

The capricious stomach often cannot be 
controlled by the most scientific treatment, 
and the disease sometimes yields to the most 
absurd remedies. — Scientific American. 



♦♦• 



Phosphorus in the Treatment of Chronic 

Alcoholism. 

The Journal cT Hygietiey of February 21, 
1878, contains an article on this subject, taken 
from the Gazette Medicdle Itallienne, Dr. d' 
Ancona, the author of the paper, remarks in 
the outset that this mode of treatment is not 
new, but he thinks it has not received the at- 
tention which it deserves. He justly states 
that the rapid increase of troubles, due to the 
excessive use of alcoholic liquors, and the great 
difficulty of treating such cases effectually, 
makes any remedy, which seems to render any 
service to such patients, worthy of careful 
study and investigation. 

The etiology and symptomatology of chron- 
ic alcoholism are, alas, but too well known, 
and hence he deems it unnecessary to consider 
these points. He gives the details of five cases 
in which he has used phosphorus in the form 
of phosphide of zinc. We give a brief history 
of one of these cases. The treatment was com- 
menced on the 20th of Ma^, 1877, and contin- 
ued without interruption till the 1st of Octo- 
ber following. During this time, the patient 
took from one to ten centigrammes of the 
remedy a day. Eight grammes were taken in 
all. Daring the month of October, it was on- 
ly given four days each week, in the dose of 
tnree centigrammes each day. There were no 
evil results produced; no loss of appetite, and 



July, 1878.] 



JOURNAL OP MATERIA MBDICA. 



147 



no gastric disturbance; indeed, the general 
conaition steadily improved. 

He comes to the following conclusions at 
the end of his paper : 

1. Phosphorus is a very useful remedy in 
the treatment of chronic alcoholism. 

2. The medicine is perfectly tolerated in 
doses which no one has dared to give hereto- 
fore — ten centigrammes (nearly 1^ grains) a 
day for many weeks. 

3. The remedy gives to drinkers a feeling 
of comfort and strength, and furnishes the 
force necessary to carry on their organic func- 
tions, which they have been accustomed to get 
from alcoholic liquors. 

4. The medicine seems also to have the prop- 
erties of a prophylactic and an antidote, for it 
causes very beneficial changes in the system, 
even when the use of liquor has not been en- 
tirely stopped. 

Dr. d' Ancona then gives a theory as to its 
modus operandi in three cases, and in conclu- 
sion begs that a fair and impartial trial be giv- 
en the medicine, and that the results be pub- 
lished. — Virginia Med. Monthly, 




NoMf Photographic Process for copyina: 
Drawings* 

The following is a convenient method of re- 
producing drawings, plans, maps, and line en- 
gravings in general. The paper is first pre- 
pared by dipping it in a bath composed as fol- 
lows: — 

Distilled water 10 ounces. 

Perchloride of iron 1 ounce. 

Oxalic acid 4 drachms. 

When dry, the paper, if protected from 
light, can be kept as long as may be necessary. 
To copy a drawing, the model, on oiled or 
transparent paper, is applied on some paper 
thus prepared, and the whole exposed to light 
in an ordinary photographic printing press. 
In summer and in the sunlight, an exposure of 
from fifteen to thirty seconds is sufficient; in 
winter, forty to seventy seconds; in the shade, 
daring clear weather, from two to six minutes; 
and, lastly, when the weather is overcast, 
cloudy, rainy or snowy, from fifteen to forty 
minutes are necessary. 

The paper, on being withdrawn from the 
press, is placed in a bath containing from fif- 
teen to eighteen per cent, of f errocyanide of 
potassium. It is then washed in an abundance 
of water, passed in a bath containing eight or 
ten per cent, of muriatic acid, washed again, 
and dried. 



The explanation of the operation is as fol- 
lows: The perchloride of iron, under the influ- 
ence of light, is reduced by oxalic acid to a 
state of protochloride, which is soluble in a 
solution of f errocyanide of potassium, while 
the same potassium salt transforms the per- 
chloride into the insoluble cyanide, well 
known under the name of Prussian blue. As 
the black lines of the engraving to be repro- 
duced protect the paper from the action of 
the sun, the perchloride remains unchanged in 
such places, and the drawing appears in the 
copy in sharp lines of a dark blue color on a 
white ground. The advantage of the process 
is that a positive picture is obtained immedi- 
ately. — Druf/gists Circ. & Chem, Qaz, 



Hyoscyamine. 

Dr. H. Clifford Gill, in the London Prac- 
titioner, thus sums up his experience with hy- 
oscyamine: 

"1. That a noisy, violent, dangerous, and 
troublesome lunatic can easily and certainly 
be rendered calm for some hours, and proba- 
bly though not certainly, unless the dose be 
increased, be sent into a profound sleep last- 
ing many hours. 2. That I have never seen 
any ill oonseqaenoes follow the administration 
of hyoscyamine. 3. That the drug is most 
useful in acute delirious mania, in the various 
^forms of remittent mania, and it is said also in 
the congestive (?) stage of G. P. 5. That in 
melancholia and where there is much depres- 
sion with brain irritation, little or no good is 
gained, and it i» in these cases, I am inclined 
to believe, that great dilatation of pupil is met 
with. 

^^Many doctors in general practice must fre- 
quently be called to cases of acute mania in 
their early stages, when it is that extreme vio- 
lence in a private house is isk) fraught with dan- 
ger both to the friends as well as to the pa- 
tient. In Buoh oases I think great ben^t 
would be derived by the administration of a 
full dose of hyoscyamine; and even if, as is 
most likely the case, the attack is not cat 
short, yet the patient is calmed and sleeps qui- 
etly until other steps can be taken for his after 
treatment. So, asain, many patients suffering 
from dementia, who are for ', the most part 
harmless, and who live with their friends, are 
now and then liable to attacks of acute brain 
irritation and become very troblesome^ noisy, 
violent, and dirty. In such as these I think 
much benefit will be found from this drug 
given at first in a full dose, three eighths or 
three quarters of a grain, and continued after- 
ward in one sixteenth to one eighth of a grain 
dose. As a suggestion it might l>e quite worth 
trying in delirium tremens.** — ZfOuisvUle Med. 
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Drep«v Gauged by a Diseased Condition of 

the Stomach. 

BT J. C. CAUPBELL, M, D., ALBANY VT 

Richard Haymtes oame to me, May 7th, '18, 
with the following symptoms, tendeniesB and 
pain in the Btomsoh and bowels. The bowels 
were distended with acids, and the feet and 
lees were very cedematotia. 

Upon inquiry, I foand the history of the 
osse to be as follows : 

For the past twenty years he had beeo 
tronbled with dyspepsia in all of ita varionr 
forms. Had been doctored by a long list of 
physimans, had been to Saratoga, i&o., and for 
the last five or six jeara had taken abont fifty 
ponnds of soda per year for acidity of the 
stomach. 

The dropsy was of recent date, he not hav 
ing been tronbled with it more than tw( 
months. 

My first diagnosis was scirrhns of the liver, 
bat I was soon led to discard this idea, for 
the reason that I saw him vomit thtee qnartt' 
of matter, with a small amount of vegetable 
irgesta that had been in the stomaeh for fonr 
or five days; the matter vomited was very acid 
to test paper, immediately after this he ejec- 
blood and mncons resembling chocolate. Mj 
diagnosis from this time was ulceration or can 
oer. 

The symptoms «ere all simply intensified 
until the 21at inst. when the patient was aeizetl 
with a severe paroxysm of paukin the stomach, 
which soon extended to the abdomen with all 
the symptoms of peritonitis, the patient dy- 
ing on the 23rd inst. 

An autopsy was held by Drs. Cony, Camp 
bell, Wright and Rich, revealing the follow 
ing facts, that twelve black cherry atones had 
become lodged near the pylorus, and had 
formed a kind of pocket or cavity, thereby 
keeping up a oontmued irritation, causing a 
thinning of the walls under them until an ori- 
fice like that caused by an ulcer was made, 
thus allowing the contents to pass out into the 
peritoneal cavity, causing the peritonitis which 
caused his death. The pylorus was thickened 
and indurated like a sobuTOus pyloms. 

The stomach, aside from the pyrolua wa» 
in a healthy state, but enlarged to about four 
times its normal size. 

It was given as the opinion of the physi 
cians present, that the stones had been there 
from S to 20 years. 

This case demonstrates one fact that pathol- 
ogists have as jet sud but little or nothing 
ahont, and that is, that Ascites and also Anas- 
. area may be caused by a diseased condition of 



Oraanio Aelds for Preparing Hydr€>«en. 

H. Carrington Bolton, Ph. D., hae, on ex- 
perimenting, made the following obserrations: 

Iron, zinc, and magnesium dissolve readily 
in cold saturated solutions of citric, tartaric, 
oxalic, and malio acids, as well as in formic 
(ap. gr. 1,060) and acetic acids (sp. gr. 1,087), 
evolving hydrogen more or lees freely ; on heat- 
ing, the action becomes violent. Magnesiuni 
is attacked by citric and other acids violently, 
the liquid becoming much heated. 

A cold saturated solution of citric acid, di- 
luted with half its volume of water, attacks 
zinc slowly in tha cold. On boiling, hydrogm 
comes off freely, and continues to do so, after 
cooling, for a long time, the disengagement of 
gas bemg slow but steady, and under favo^ 
able conditions lasting for twentyfoar hours. 
If the solution becomes very concentrated, 
some citrate of zinc precipitates, which ie, 
however, soluble in water. 

Tartaric acid acts on zinc feebly in the cold; 
on boiling, solution ensues, and at the same 
time the liijnid becomes milky from the form- 
ation of an insoluble tartrate of zinc. On 
cooling, the solution becomes clear, and a pre- 
cipitate settles. 

Oxalic acid in concentrated solutions attack" 
zinc in the oold in^ mediately ; but the action 
soon ceases, owing to the surface of the zinc 
becoming coated with a quite insoluble zinc 
oxalate. On heating to boiling, the evolution 
of hydrogen is resumed, but it is again arretted 
in a short time from the same cause. On cool- 
ing, a fine precipitate fonna 

For evolving hydrogen gas in Marsh's ap- 
paratus citric acid sndMagnesium are recom- 
mended. By uMng distilled magnesium and 
re- crystallized citric acid, the aMenoe of ar- 
senic in the materials used for toxicologies) 
researches could be placed beyond suspicion. — ; 
Drug. Circ. and C/ieni. Guz. 

Jaborandi. 

In a discussion aiiaing on this new remedy 
in the Medical Socriety of Madrid, Dr. Pedro 
Kiquerdo said that he selected oases of rheu- 
matism, pleurisv, pericarditis, dropsies, epis- 
taxis, etc, in which to test the action of tbe 
drug. The most important results noticed 
were irregularity or inconstancy in its action, 
aod the great number of accidents which oc- 
curred during its administration. As a sudor- 
ific, in his hands, it did not produce the effects 
he expected. Instead of copious expectora- 
tion, salivation, diarrhtna, vomiting, syncope 
and great prostration oocnrreiL Thece effect^ 
and otfaera as serious, were produced in diftei^ 
ent patients; and even the amount of saliva- 



the stomach, aa in thiscase the liver, kidneys, tion and perspiration also varied in different 
and heart were found in a healthy state. I individuals. — Virginia Med. Xontkly. 
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Editorial. 



PARIS EXPOSITION. 

Extensive and Elaborate Exhibit of Tllden A 

Company. 

Paris, June 19, 1878. 

The Exposition is well advanced, although we 
observe new exhibits in nearly all the sections, 
especially in our own. There is one of which we 
cannot resist the temptation of giving a detailed 
account, namely, that of Messrs. Tilbbx & Co. 
The handsome pavilion is in black-walnut and 
gilt, upholstered in blue granite cloth, bordered 
with red ; it is arranged so as to cover the entire 
exhibit at night, and during the morning interval 
of sweeping the aisles. Like the majority of the 
American and English exhibits, the curtains re- 
main closed during Sunday ; a fine gilt eagle 
surmounts the top of the large pavilion, enclosed 
by a railing of maroon, black, bronze and gilt. 
The roof is sky blue. The ceihng is blue satin, 
with gilt mouldings and rosettes in the corners. 
The exhibit consists of Solid and Fluid Extracts, 
Sugar Coated Pills, Elixirs, Syrups, Chemicals, 
Crude articles, etc., which are in handsome 
gilt-labeled bottles ; both bottles and jars set in 
alphabetical order on pyramidal counters cov- 
ered with crimson velvet bordered with gilt ; in 
the centre of the pavilion is a desk upholstered 
in a style in keeping with all the surroundings, 
at which the courteous and popular represent- 
ative of Messrs. Tilden & Co. presides. This 
desk is behind a brass railing highly pohshed, 
around which, visitors are allowed to walk. We 
cannot speak too highly of the taste displayed in 
the choice of colors, the carpet being mottled 
black and red, in harmony with the velvet on 
the cases. We learn that Dr. Merkel, at this 
early date, has rendered professional service to 
more than fifty of our exhibitors and conunis- 
sioners, marines and sailors, who were suffering 
from malaria and other diseases. 

During the late Turco-Russian war, Tllden & 
Co. shipped large quantities of Bromo-Chloralum 
for hospital use with very favorable results. It 
must be borne in mind that since the disciples of 
Mahommed cannot enter heaven with their limbs 
cut off, they prefer death to amputation ; the Bro- 
mo-Chloralum, diluted in water and applied on lint 
to the wounds, in many cases removed the neces- 
sity of the surgeon's knife. Large quantities of 
their medicines are consumed, not only in the 
United States, but also in Canada, South Amer- 
ica, Cuba, Sandwich Islands, Japan, England 



and Australia. The firm contemplate opening a 
branch house in London next year in order to 
supply the foreign market. Tilden &; Co. 's ex- 
hibit is the largest and finest of its kind in the 
whole Exhibition — highly interesting and in- 
structive to foreigners, to Frenchmen in particu- 
lar, who had no idea of the importance and rank 
of our chemists and manufacturers. — Correspond- 
ence of Hudson Reptkblican. 



■ »• 



Elixir lodo In Scrofulous Swelllnfl:and Ab- 
scess. 

We give a letter from Mr. Bogle, which fully 
explains itself . Some four years since, he called 
at our store in New York; his specific enquiries 
as to the Elixir lodo were referred to the writer: 
he stated his case, and that he had exhausted his 
slender means in medical attendance, and really 
was not able to pay anything more on uncertain- 
ties, the case constantly proving worse. He had 
been advised by a physician to try the Elixir Ic- 
do. Understanding fully his situation, we gave 
him Elixir lodo for mtemal use, and Solution 
lodo for external use, with the Bromo-Chloralum 
to remove the foul odor, and shortly called with 
Dr. Fleming of the Hospital, who had had much ex- 
perience in its use : he found a condition of things 
much worse than he had understood from Mr. B. 
The doctor advised an uninterrupted use of the 
Elixir, with the Solution as well as Bromo-Chlor- 
alum, and we promised Mr. B. all the medicine 
he needed, without charge. It will be seen that 
a persistent use has resulted in a cure. 

New York, March 10, 1878. 

Gents:— I have waited nearly a year since my 
wife's cure was fully effected, before writing you. 
I desire to state fully, for the benefit of those 
who may be similarly afflicted, her case. 

In 1874, on her journey from California to New 
York, she took a severe cold which settled in the 
comer of her right eye, and nose, and devel- 
oped into an enormous swelling and abscess. Af- 
ter her arrival in New York, I consulted a physi- 
cian ; he attended her awhile with no benefit. I 
then consulted another physician, and he attend- 
ed her for a long tune but with no benefit, and 
gave up the case as hopeless, and said she could 
not live. I then took her to Prof. Wood, but 
could not stand the expense ; what he did for her 
was of no more benefit than that derived from 
the others. At this time she had lost her sense of 
tast^ and smell, and the roof of the mouth be- 
came involved as well as Jher throat, which was 
so bad she could hardly take her food, so severe 
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was the disease that she was ahuost orazy with 
pain. 

It was then your Elixir lodo-Bromide of Calci- 
um Cornp. was mentioned to me by a physician, 
as an article that might benefit her, I called at 
your store and met you and stated my situation, 
and you kindly gave it to me, and subsequently 
called with Dr. Fleming and examined the case, 
and gave her full directions. 

She commenced its use, and at first it did not 
appear to do much good for the case was very ag- 
gravated, and the odor from it was very bad. 
She resolved to pursue the remedy as her only 
chance : in due course she began to mend ; her 
progress was slow, for we had a terrible malady 
to contend with. It is now nearly a year since 
she called herself cured ; we have waited, fearing 
it might break out again, but there are no indi- 
cations. She is growing stronger, and her sense 
of taste and smell have all come back. 

I cannot say too much in favor of this remedy, 
and thank you for your kindness in the days of 
my trouble. Yours, Joseph H. Bogle, 

370 West* 52nd St. 
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Elixir lodo in Pleuro-Pneumonia. 

Extract from lettar of Dr. Wenceslas Smith. 
St. Thomas de Pierreville, Quebec, Canada, June 
20th, 1878. 

**I wish to state that I have used the Elixir 
lodo-Bromide Calcium Comp. in my practice, 
very extensively and with the most beneficial re- 
sults. I have recently had occasion to prescribe 
it in the treatment of a severe case of Pleuro- 
pneumonia of several weeks standing, and which 
had nearly attained the third stage, and was 
equally surprised and gratified by its prompt, re- 
medial action. No physician should underrate 
the value of this excellent remedy in cases of 
pulmonary degeneration. " 



-►•♦- 



Eiixir lodo-Bromide of Calcium Comp. witli 
Bi-Chloride of Mercury. 

There are cases constantly occurring in the 
practice of Physicians, in which the impression 
of mercury is required, and it has been the cus- 
tom of many in the most inveterate cases of 
Scrofula, and particularly in that of Scrofulo- 
Syphilis, to give for a week this combination of 
one-one hundredth of a grain to each fiuid dram, 
and then resume the Elixir without it, alternat- 
ing as circumstances indicate. In this special 
combination, we have increased the Stillingin 
and other alteratives specially applicable to the 
treatment of Syphilis and its complications. 



Also we have added to our list the Elixir lodo 
Bromide of Calcimu Comp , with Iodide of Po- 
tassium. This will give to each ounce, 72 grains 
of the lodp-Bromide Salts with 32 grams of 
Iodide of Potassium. 

Many physicians have suggested this combina- 
tion to relieve them of the difficulties of prepar- 
ing it as they need it in specific case«. 



Lead Hill, Boone County, Arkansas, June 28, 
1878. 

Gentlemen: — I am happy to say to you, that 
you prepare some most valuable compounds; 
your Elixir lodo-Bromide of Calcium Comp. is an 
excellent medicine, and is especially adapted to a 
great variety of old chronic diseases, and it makes 
but little difference what the morbid condition 
depends upon, a persistent use of the lodo is al- 
most sure to benefit and give good satisfaction to 
the patient, and will often entirely eradicate the 
depending cause of the complaint. 

Your Bromo-Chloralum camiot be surpassed 
by any other preparation of its kind, and it is 
ahead of all when used for a disinfectant, that I 
ever met with. It is an excellent remedy when 
properly used for Bums, Scalds, and old chronic 
sores, and is palliative and curative when used 
as a waiih in mercurial salivation. You also pre- 
pare some valuable fiuid extracts and as each 
remedy in the Materia Medica has a special indi- 
cation in diseases, it should be the aim and duty 
of the manufacturer to prepare them as a relia- 
ble as possible. 

Medical men should be careful in their purchase 
of drugs, for worthless trash that is put up and 
sold under the name of medicine is disheartening 
to the physician and an abomination to the sick, 
and if all the medical profession would entirely 
reject the spurious articles when offered to them, 
it would eventually put a stop to this swindling 
business among a great portion of those that term 
themselves druggists. It is a matter of impossi- 
biUty for medical practitioners to advance in the 
science of medicme any further than they are, as 
long as they pei'sist in buying and usmg stuff 
thai is too vile and worthless to go into the hu- 
man stomach. We will take for mstance, a case 
suffering with the following conditions : 

The patient comys to you sa^ ing, that he has been 
ailing for some time, that he has tried several doc- 
tors, many patent medicines, and many other things 
and yet he is still on the decline — nothing has done 
him any good. Y'ou examine him closely, and you 
find Lo structural disease, but yet seeming that 
most everything is out of order, the appetite is ir- 
regular, the bowels either a little constipated or too 
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loose, tongue coated, fihowing a yellow tinge, with 
strong taste in the mouth ; feels dull and sleepy, 
color of skin, yellowisli, with greenish tinge, and 
an impairment of the capillary circulation, with 
feet inclining to get cold, dull headache and back 
ache, and now for the treatment Tou would at 
once say Aconite, Belladonna, or Nux Vomica, and 
if your medicines were reliable, and properly used, 
you would have no trouble in curing your patient ; 
but otherwise, if your remedies were worthless, you 
would do the case no good, and he would soon pass 
from your hands to some other doctor's, that prob- 
ably would recognise the disease, give reliable drugs 
and benefit his patient, when you would have done 
the same if you wc uld have taken the precaution to 
buy nothing but what is good. 

Yours Truly and Respectfully, 
Silas C. Turnbo, M. D ., 



-•♦♦- 



Firwein, &c. 

Letter from A. J. Eidson, M. D., Coatesville, 
Mo., June 22, 1878. 

Gentlemen : — ^I have a remarkable cure to re- 
port to you from the use of Firwein, in the case 
of my brother-in-law, (E. H. Wlieeler,) formerly 
a mechanic and machinist, and of late years a 
lawyer by profession. About a year since he was 
attacked with ** spitting blood," with a severe 
and distressing cough. His wife wrote me for 
advice, about three months since, and my an- 
i»wer was, to get Pinvein and take regularly. A 
short time since, my wife received a letter from 
Mrs. Wheeler, containing the following: 

"We received a kind letter from Doctor, rec- 
ommending *Pirwein* for E. H. 

He was gone when I received it, but I sent it 
to him and he commenced its use, and I am hap- 
py to say, with the most satisfactory results. It 
seems to have nearly entirely cured him. He 
was home for a week; started away last Thurs- 
day, and he seems like himself again. This is 
worth more to us then hundreds of dollars would 
have been." 

I find your Diphtherine to be a specific in Diph- 
theria, Scarlet Fever, and sore thi-oat of every 
kind. 

The Elixir lodo-Bromide is one of the finest 
Blood medicines I have ever used. In obstinate 
ctu»es of Prolapsus Uteri it is the best constitu- 
tional remedy with which I have met, given along 
with the bitter tonics, with rest, Hygiene, &c. 

Your Journal is much improved, and is one of 
the best devoted to Materia Medica. I have not 
failed to receive it for years, and through it, I 



have been led to use Tilden's Standard prepara- 
tions almost exclusively, and I can say with truth 
that they are the most reliable in the market. 
They have never disappointed me in a single in- 
stance. 



■♦♦♦■ 



Letter from S. W. Frame, M. D., Belleville, 
Jefferson Co., N. Y., June 15th, 78. 

* ^I take pleasure in adding my testimony to the 
efficacy of ^our preparation of Firwein, in the 
treatment of pulmonary disease. I have used it 
with marked success in a number of cases of 
late." 
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Bromo-Chloralum. 

Extract from letter O. M. Norman, M. D., 
Roseville, Ohio, June 27, 1878. 

Sirs ; As I have changed my location and have 
not received your valuable Journal for some time, 
send it to the above named place, that, in case 
any new remedy is discovered, I may have the 
advantage of it, as I am using your preparations 
and it seems as though it would be impossible to 
practice without them. Your Bromo is not sur- 
passed by anything to my knowledge, for the 
treatment of diseases of the mucous membrane. I 
use it in the following proportions : 

Bromo-Chloralum 3 ii. 

Glycerine. | i. 

Distilled water ^ri. 

Use as an injection and it never fails in my 
hands. 

Post Partum Hemorrhage. 

Anderson ville, Ind., June 18, 1878. 
Editor Journal Materia Medica: 

Allow me to state in reference to the article on 
page 118, June No. 1878, entitled Hyatt's method 
for treating Post Partum Hemorrhage : 

That the use of the ordinary rubber condom, 
was suggested to me years ago inflated by the 
Davidson syringe with atmosphere or water to 
distend the uterus when such hemorrhage was 
troublesome. Nothing except actual experiment 
will convince me of the enormous distending ca- 
pabiUties of this article, while its easy mtroduo- 
tion is patent to all. It has been questioned 
whether such mechanical distention of the uterus 
is the proper ti'eatment for this compUoation of 
labor. 

None oaji, however, question the cleverness of 
the suggestion that offers to utilize a means which 
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having failed to prevent a catastrophe, proposes 
to spread itself to hinder a fatal restQt. 

If any who read this will thread or wire the 
tube of a Davidson, in one of these gutta pnrcha 
COB cums, and distend with air or with tepid or 
iced water — the experiment will repay well, both 
in practical suggestions and astonishment. 

James P. Orr, M. D. 

[Note. We would commend and suggest the appli- 
cation of ice to the interior of uterus, and taxis to 
external parts — a method which in our hands has 
proven prompt and efficient in one or two very se- 
veie cases of post-partum hemorrhage. — JEcPr.] 



»>»•» 



Maltosine. 

This article is prepared from malted Barley, 
Wheat and Rye. 

The combination has been suggested as desir- 
able, inasmuch as it gives an Extract rich in 
Phosphates, Phosphoric Acid and in other min- 
eral elements, as well as in Maltose, Sugar of 
Malt and other nutritious elements. We have 
not space in this number to explain in detail the 
analysis of each, and wiQ endeavor to do so in 
the next number. 



• •♦ 



Extract of Malt and Pepsin. 

Extract from letter of Geo. Lineweaver, Esq. 
Lebanon, Pa. , June 8th, 78. 

**I have found your Extract Malt with Pepsin 
an admirable remedy for Dyspepsia, having used 
it successfully in my own case. My father who 
is a practising physician, uses your preparation 
of Firwein with excellent results." 



^•^ 



Extract Aconite. 

Charleston, 8. C, May 18, '78. 
Messrs. Tildkn & Co.: 

Dear Sirs — ^My friend Dr. P. G. DeSaufsure, in a 
state of health, took \ grain of your Extract of Aeon- 
ioe three times a day — ^taking three doses. It reduced 
bis pulse from 84 to 48, when he dt-sisted. This was 
foUowed after each dose by diarrboBa, nausea, pain in 
the stomach. 

It is very hnportast to have so nliable a preparation 
for aconite. Tours sincerely, 

F. Pbtbb Porohbb, M. D. 



Riverside Magnetic Mineral Springs. 

Dbtboit, Mioh., May etb, 1878, 
Messrs. Tnj>EN & Co.: 

Gentlemen — I will give you the Analysis ci tae 
Riverside Magnetic Miaeral Springs 

One Wine gallon contains : 



Carbonate of Lime 16.895 grains. 

Sulphate of Lhne 114.564 *' 

<< Magnesia 44.818 " 

Cbloride of Magnesium. 26.96S '' 

" Sodium 31.789 " 

l^licic Acid Trace. 

Total Solids nearly 288 

Sulpburretted Hydrogen 6.999—19.02 Ca- 

inehes Free Carbonic Acid. 

The water flows a strong 5 inch stream from a depth 
of 220 feet below surface, is on Fort street, West, just 
outside the city limits of Detroit, Mich. This is its third 
year in use. Its tbree batbing houses are now kept in 
constant use by our citizens. It has worked wondeiB 
in rheumatic, and cutaneous affections. 

Respectfully yours, F. M. Bauijiiibbs. 
•*• 
Dr. Warren-Bey. 
Dr. Wabrkn-Bbt, late Snrgeon-in-chief of the 
Kedive Army is now located in Paris, and lias 
been appointed Surgeon and Physician to the 
Gk>vemor McCormicks Staff. The Marine Corps 
and Officers in charge of the American Section 
of the Exposition who will be under his charge, 
will appreciate the attendance of so able and ac- 
complished physician. 

The Doctor proposes to give our Journal some 
interesting letters, as his leisure will allow. 

♦ 

Literary Announcement. 

Messrs. CasseU, Petter & Galpin, No. 596 Broad- 
way, New York, announce that they will publish 
this month, Dr. Ghielani Durants last work, 
* * Horse-back riding from a medical point of view. ' 

The book is not a manual to teach how to ride 
horse-back, but goes deeper into the subject, It 
explains the mechanism of horse-t>ack riding, ajid 
reviews its physiological, therapeutical, and hy- 
gienic effects. 

In short, it shows all the good that can be de- 
rived from horse-back jiding. 



Journal Materia Medloa. 

Extract from letter of S. N. Ecksbs, M. D., 
Walnut Bottom, Pa., June 25, ^78. 

** I find your ** JoamaP^ a most interesting, sci- 
entific and every way valuable medical and sur- 
gical periodical." 



Letter from S. M. Davis, M. D., Hermitage, 
Bradley Co., Ark., June 4th, 1878. 

**Thereieno Journal {that I appreciate more 
than yours ; it is sccientific, progressive, and up 
with the times. It keeps me posted in all new 
remedies and their inodu9 operandi,^'' 

1 have used some of your Fluid Extracts, and 
Sugar-Coated Pills, with very happy effect. 
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On Internal Parasites.* 



BT W. SMART, MBMBEB OF THE PHARMACBUTI- 

CAL 80CIBTY. 

The Study of Entozoa might appear, without 
a little reflection, to be a most unpromis- 
ing, nay, even a disgusting subject to follow 
up, necessitating the searching for and find- 
ing creatures that, as their name implies, live 
in the bodies of animals, and, as we know full 
well, in the body of man himself. Though 
the search and study have to be prosecuted 
under the most uncanny circumstances in the 
bodies of both the healthy and the diseased, 
and in the matters voided from them, yet, 
notwithstanding these, which might be to 
some insuperable obstacles, the study of this 
as of every branch of Natural History soon 
becomes most fascinating, and the paths nec- 
essary to attain the pleasure and joy of meet- 
ing with some long loooked for or perhaps 
new species, are unnoticed in the eagerness 
with which they are examined and their hab- 
its and associations made out. 

The pleasure to be derived from this source, 
then, is one reason why the study may be pur- 
sued. As these creatures infest our bodies, 
nearly every portion of which may become 
resting places for one or other species of JSn- 
tozoay a second reason is clearly established 
why we should study them : that by knowing 
their habits we may, as far as possible prevent 
their entrance by learning what to eat, drink, 
and avoid, and how to prepare our food, so as 
to reduce to a minimum the possibility of an 
invasion. Surely, too, those whose avocation 
is to prepare remedial agents, and whose opin- 
ions may be asked by those with whom busi- 
ness brings them in contact, ought certainly 
to know something, not only of what is pre- 
scribed, but also of the purpose for which it 
is prescribed, so that they may have an intel- 
ligent interest in their work, and not be alto- 
gether as " dumb driven cattle," though they 
may not aspire to be 'Tieroes in the strife.** 

*Re«d before a meeting of the London Chemists' Assistants's 
A Bsociatlon. 



The strange metamorphoses of the butterfly 
and other insects have always excited feelings 
of wonder and surprise, and have been the 
favorite similes of poets and divines; and al- 
though I caunot claim that the changes of in- 
ternal parasites could be as poetically em- 
ployed, yet their metamorphoses are much 
more wonderful and quite as varied. With 
them the eggs containing enibryos are perfec- 
ted in one animal or **host," while yet within 
their parent worm ; then it is necessary that 
these eggs should be swallowed by another 
animal in order that the contained embryos 
may be set free and develop in that animal in- 
to the pupal or cysticercal state, this animal 
being the first **ho8t." The pupa's further de- 
velopment into the perfect and sexual worm 
depends entirely upon the chance of its being 
devoured by another animal, and hence the 
remarkable fact that the intermediate meta- 
morphosis is always performed in an animal 
lower in the zoological scale than that in which 
the perfect worm appears, for the universal 
law of nature establishes that the higher prey 
upon the lower, and hence if the intermediate 
form is found in the herbivora, the perfect 
stage must be looked for in the camivora. 

But man, who has the dental system of a 
vegetable feeder is enabled by means of fire, 
the production and maintenance of which is 
enjoyed by him alone, to cook and prepare 
animal food ; so that by this privilege he is 
invaded by those parasites peculiar to both 
classes — a very sorrowful reflection indeed to 
us who consider ourselves the lords of crea- 
tion. Gosse says: — "Few things are more 
calculated to humble the arrogance of man 
and to stain the pride of his glory than the 
knowledge that he carries about with him and 
in him multitudes of creatures that fatten on 
his flesh, dwelling securely among his organs 
and tissues, and rioting unmolested in his sol- 
ids and fluids." Van Beneden, the eminent 
helminthologist, says : " It is now known that 
every healthy animal living in freedom con- 
tains Entuzua almost as invariably as the or- 
gans which support its life ; and it is not a 
matter of doubt that para-ites often play their 



164 



JOURNAL OP MATERIA MEDICA. 



[August, 1878. 



allotted part in the economy, their absence as 
welljas their presence may be the canse of in- 
convenience. The Abyssinians do not take 
medicine when they have Tomia, on the con- 
trary, they are never in better health than 
when they harbor several Toenia mediocanel- 
lata.^^ He says, further. Do we not find med- 
ical men calling in the aid of the leech, a par- 
asitical animal ? and no one can f orsee all that 
science has a right to expect from the salutary 
effect of certain parasitical worms on the sys- 
tem. There are, if we mistaKe not, many dis- 
coveries in store for observers in this order of 
investigation. We should not even be aston- 
shed if the administration of certain worms, 
internally should be prescribed as a remedy ; 
there are many kinds of parasites, and their 
therapeutic effect may perhaps in the future 
form an interesting subject of study. He says, 
*' Perhaps," but we know of the good effects 
of counter irritation, and one disease has fre- 
quently been set up to neutralize the effects 
of another, to wit vaccination. ^.^^ 

The necessity for the presence of Mitozoa 
appears to be only for animals in a wild state, 
for then occasions frequently happen when the 
stomach and intestines are over-loaded with 
the bodies of their prey, including maoh ex- 
traneous matter with hair, bones, &c. ; in such 
cases these intestinal worms, continually mov- 
ing and perhaps appropriating part of the 
mass, not only tend to break it up, but also to 
increase the peristaltic action of the intestines 
in fact, they act much in the same manner as 
the common earth-worm does in heavy soils. 

The common tape-worm of man, the Tcmia 
solium, got from eating "measled" pork, will 
illustrate the ordinary metamorphosis of these 
creatures. 

The eggs which have passed via natwrale 
from a human being, after waiting their time, 
and suffering many vici8situdeB,at last, through 
the medium of a dungheap upon which all re- 
fuse is cast, or by the drainage of the land in- 
to the water supply, gain entrance into the 
pig's stomach, very shortly after ingestion 
the minute embryos are set free by the soften- 
ing and solution of their shells by the gastric 
solution of their first host's stomach ; each of 
these little creatures is called a proscolex^ and 
the entire hatching "the six-hooked brood," on 
account of possessing three pairs of hooks or 
spicules, by which they are enabled to bore 
through the walls of the stomach and intes- 
tines, and so push their journey until they ar- 
rive in the substance of the muscles or any or- 
gan of the body. Here they loose their hooks, 
a cyst or bag develops round them, a caudal 
vesicle is formed with a head bearing a crown 
of hooks and four sucking discs ; a rudimen 
tary body also exists. In this condition it is 
knowTi as a scolex, or nurse — popularly as a 



"measle." Further development in this host 
is impossible, and if the invasion of embryo 
has not been excessive, so as to cause the 
death of the pig, it will only have become 
sickly, and its flesh soft and flabby. By de- 
grees the health of the animal improves, and 
if not falling into the hands of the butcher the 
cysticerci as they are termed, become calcified 
and dead. But if before their potentiality is 
lost they are taken either with the raw or im- 
perfectly cooked flesh into our own bodies, the 
sac becomes ruptured, the caudal vesicle is de- 
tached, the crown of hooks unfolds and se- 
cures safe anchorage — for which purpose only 
the head is employed — in the walls of our in- 
testines. From the neck the embryo body 
now develops a series of joints, termed pro- 
glottides* (from glottis, a tongue), by a process 
of intercalation of fresh articulations ; each of 
these soon becomes sexually mature, containing 
male and female elements, the older being by 
this means the furthest from the head, i. 6., 
the original scolex, or nurse. It will be seen 
that the entire worm is really a colony in sin- 
gle file, and it is known scientifically as the 
atrobila. The dendritic ovary of each segment 
is charged with innumerable eggs, each of 
which develops its embryo before that portion 
of the worm in which it is included is de- 
tached and passed from this its second host, 
and is thus ready to start afresh another cycle 
of its existence. 

The necessity for a double host is peculiar 
to all intestinal worms ; and some, as the flukes 
— ^that kind which causes the rot in sheep, and 
is so frequently found in their livers, and 
which causes annually the death of between 
one and two millions — besides living free in 
their embryonic state, become twice encysted 
before attaining their sexual condition in their 
final host. There are others still whose itin- 
erary has not yet been made out. 

Respecting the intermediate or larval state 
of hehninths it will be interesting to notice 
that until very recently their existence was 
considered a convincing proof of spontaneous 
generation ; for what was more natural to 
suppose than that these cystic worms, as they 
were called, being found in great numbers and 
in parts of the body apparently quite removed 
from the possibility of any external contami- 
nation, were produced by the system itself ? 

To return to our common tape- worm. See- 
ing that its length is from 10 feet to 15 feet, 
its presence is productive of much inconven- 
ience and suffering — such as vertigo, fits, dys- 
pepsia, and pains in different parts of the ab- 
domen ; but the symptoms are never of them- 
selves gufliciently characteristic to decide their 
presence ; a proof of the passage of part of 
the worm is absolutely necessary. The evac- 
uation of these worms has frequently removed 



\i August, 1878.] 



JOURNAL OP MATERIA MEDICA. 



165 



maDj distressing symptoms which the irrita- 
tion caused by their presence had set up — such 
as irritability of the bladder, convulsions, hys- 
terical fits, and mania. 

But the more dangerous and disastrous con- 
sequences occur to human beings when we 
nourish the larval or cystioercal form — when 
the tables are turned, and instead of th^ pig, 
toe become "measled." More than 100 deaths 
have been referred to this cause alone, the lar- 
vae having located themselves in the brain or 
spinal cord, or any other suitable part of the 
body. In many instances their presence has 
not been suspected. An old man, aged 77, 
died in France of pulmonary catarrh, age, and 
a fractured leg ; and yet post mortem 2,000 
cystic worms were found. As the hatching 
of tape- worm ova may be productive of such 
serious consequences, it behoves us to be care- 
ful how we handle these worms, and to enjoin 
a like care upon others, for they (the eggs) 
are so exceedingly minute that although 
many might adhere to the hands they would 
escape detection, and if dried the slighest air 
might waft them into the mouth and nostrils, 
or they might adhere to the legs of flies, and 
be deposited in our milk or sugar. As the 
segments are passed involuntarily from a per- 
son . bearing th^m, a strict watch should be 
kept, and care taken to destroy the pieces 
while moist, preferably by burning them. 

The presence of the larval form of another 
tape-worm, Tcenia Gcenurua^ causes in sheep 
the disease commonly and differently known 
as the gid, staggers, sturdy, turosick, goggles, 
vertigo. The cysts gain a large size, and 
cause the bones of the skull to become thin 
and honey-combed. 

The Taenia JSchinococcus is a very small 
tape-worm, in its mature condition infesting 
the dog and wolf. Its length is only a quar- 
ter of an inch, and includes the head and four 
segments only ; yet in its larval state it causes 
more injury to mankind than all the other spe- 
cies of JEJntozoa put together, and is more cer- 
tainly the cause of death than any other in- 
ternal parasites. 

Professor Cobbold states his belief that 
nearly four hundred deaths occur annually in 
England from this parasite alone. The em- 
bryo hatches out in the ordinary way, and is 
carried to the liver by preference, though any 
other organ of the body will support it. 
There it develops into the hydatid tumors so 
well known to surgeons, these containing a 
great number of Echinococcus heads, so that 
one egg may produce thousands of tape- worms. 
Man IS not the only bearer of these larval 
forms. Monkeys, sheep, oxen, deer, the horse, 
ass, and several feline animals are also liable 
to invasion. In Iceland one death in six is oc- 



casioned by the hydatid disease. The peas- 
ants keep large numbers of dog, so it can be 
readily imagined how easily the food and wa- 
ter may be contaminated. Birds harbor many 
beautiful JEhUozoa^ but they speedily lose their 
form after the death of their host ; a few 
hours, therefore, only must elapse before they 
are looked for and examined. 

The following extract is from a cookery 
book: — "Cover the woodcocks without open- 
ing them, with vine-leaves and slice of bacon, 
and, having roasted them, send them to the 
table with the gravy." The thought of such 
a dainty dish makes one's mouth water; but 
at the risk of spoiling such luscious fancies, I 
will give an extract from Van Beneden: — 
"Woodcocks and snipe always have their in- 
testines stuffed full of ToBnia and their eggs. 
Every bird contains them by thousands. For- 
tunately we cannot be affected with the Tcbji- 
ia of the snipe and woodcock." The last 
sentence is satisfactory, but how about the 
gravy perhaps thickened with microscopic 
eggs ? 

Another form of parasite, perhaps more fre- 
quently brought to the notice of the chemist 
and druggist, is the round- worm (^«ear 19 lum- 
bricoides) frequently expelled from children, 
and occasionally from adults. These worms 
belong to the order NemcUoda^ or thread-like 
worms. They are all long and rounded, and 
representatives of this order take up their 
abode in animals of all classes. About a 
thousand varieties are known, varying in 
length from 1-22 inch to 15 inches or 20 inches. 
They are not all parasites, some being found 
in the sea, others in damp earth, in putrid 
matter, or in plants. The most familiar ex- 
amples of the parasitic Nemcaoda, infesting 
man are the round- worm, the thread- worm, the 
Trichina apiraZiSy and the Guinea worm. With 
the exception of the Trichinay we have not a 
thorough knowledge of the entire life-history 
of any of these species. 

The round-worm is commonly found in the 
stomach and small intestines of children in 
good health, though of coarse its presence 
may produce many unpleasant symptoms. It 
resembles the common earthworm m size and 
general appearance, the males measuring 4 
inches to 6 inches in length, and the females 
from 10 inches to 14 inches. The body is 
smooth, fusiform, and elastic, marked with 
numerous fine transverse rinss. The head pos- 
sesses three prominent oral papillae, readily 
visible with a small pocket lens,; during life 
these are movable, and doubtless their com- 
bined action is suctorial The oral aperture, 
without any other special appendages, passes 
into a strong muscular oBsopnagus about half - 
inch long leading to a stomach, intestine^ and 
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oloaoal chamber. The eggs after expulsion 
per anum from their host, complete their de- 
velopment in open waters, and it appears that 
a period of six months must elapse before 
yelk segmentation and consequent embryonic 
formation can take place. The fully aeyel- 
oped embryo is cylindrical, about 1-100 inch 
in length. The mouth is not furnished with the 
three characteristic papillsB. Further experi- 
ments are needed to ascertain whether they 
haye to undergo wanderings in other hosts, or 
are directly transferred from riyer and pond 
water to the human stomach. Seyeral mdi- 
^iduals of an allied species,^«car^ mystaai of 
the cat, as well as an astonishing number of 
the larvsB of a coleopterous insect, the Blaps 
martisagay ^'which inhabits such situations as 
churchyards," were expelled on seyeral occa 
sions from a woman. She had, from superstit- 
ious motives, drank water mixed with clay 
from the graye of a clergyman or priest un- 
der the impression that she would thus be 
freed from "disease and sin." An infant aged 
11 months, most carefully nourished, passed 
eight worms ; it is supposed they were con- 
tracted by chewing celery which its nurse had 
giyen it, the medical man stating in his report 
that the market-gardens near large towns are 
often watered from ponds and streams which 
may contain all kinds of abominations. 

The Aacaris lumbricotdes sometimes mi- 
grates from its proper habitat — ^the small in- 
testine, not only by the mouth, nostrils, and 
anus, but also, it would seem, by perforating 
the intestinal wall ; for they haye been eyac- 
uated by ulceration through the parietes of 
the abdomen, and several fatal cases of intes- 
tinal perforation have been recorded One 
patient was rendered a lunatic by being the 
bearer of a single lumbricoides. Fortunately, 
whether introduced by the water we drinx, 
or by the flesh of some quadruped, fish, or 
fowl, representing its intermediate host, their 
expulsion is not a matter of great difficulty. 
Santonine is the usual and effective remedy. 

The next very common Nematode is the Oxy- 
urus Vermieidaria^ or thread worm. They 
are of all parasites infesting the human body 
those about which the me<ucal practitioner is 
the most consulted, on account of their re- 
markable frequency in children, but more par- 
ticularly on account of the extreme difficulty 
of getting permanently rid of them. They 
are by no means confined to children, seeing 
that some adults are troubled with them even 
to old a^e. The habitat of these worms is 
the terminal portion of the intestinal tube, and 
they are particularly numerous in the sigmoid 
flexures of the colon. The male measures 
scarcely 1-6 of an inch, while the female var- 
ies from i inch to ^ inch nearly. The latter 



is especially characterised by a lonff and ^ad* 
ually tapermg capillary tail, which is said to 
act as a holdfast. The caudal extremity of 
the male is obtusely pointed. The anterior 
end is narrowed so as to form a somewhat 
abruptly truncated head, which is often rend- 
ered ver^ conspicuous by a uniform transpar- 
ent bulging of the integument surrounding 
the mouth, and presenting in profile the ae- 
jyect of winged appendages. The reproduc- 
tion is oviparous, more than 3,000 eggs hav- 
ing been found in one individual ; and as a 
colony of many thousands, of which more than 
three-fourths are females, may exist in a pa- 
tient, the species stands a very good chance in 
the struggle for existence. We, unfortunate- 
ly, know very little of the development of 
these parasites, so that not knowing their en- 
tire life-history, we cannot take measures to 
prevent their entrance into our bodies ; we 
can only alleviate the distressing symptoms 
they frequently cause, and get rid of as many 
as possible by some anthelmintic or purge. 
Oobbold states that the best thing to do in 
bad cases is to give oft repeated doses of ene- 
mata ; these may consist of cold^or tepid wa- 
ter, to which it is as well to add a little salt or 
anise-oil — some practitioners add assafcetida, 
quassia, or wormwood. 

The JHchina spiralis, also called the flesh 
worm, was discovered about the year 1832 ; 
several times had hard calcareous particles 
been found in the muscles of dissecting-room 
and other subjects, and in such numbers as of- 
ten to turn the edge of the soalpeL In that 
year a Mr. Hilton sent a specimen to Profes- 
sor Owen, who recognized the worm, and 
named it from its resemblance to a coiled hair . 
Certain mysterious and fatal epidemics that 
had occurred on the Continent were soon asso- 
ciated with this creature, and caused great 
consternation. The larval forms measure 
about ;i-25 inch by 1-30 inch. They have 
been found in the flesh of almost all mammal- 
ia. The larval worms being taken by man 
along with raw or underdone pork— the pig 
being the animal most liable to their visitations 
— are speedily set free as digestion proceeds, 
and as the intestinal canal is their proper hab- 
itat, there they thrive and prosper, and in two 
days become sexually mature. On the sixth 
day the young progeny is born viviparously ; 
they soon after commence their wanderings 
towards the muscle flesh of their hosts, where 
they remain encysted, and after awhile degen- 
erate and become calcareous, for in man, not 
being cannibal, their itinerary finishes. As 
regards the number of larval Trichince that 
may be in any host at a time, it must be ex- 
tremely variable ; but there cannot be a doubt 
but that it may amount to many millions — 
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perhapB between 20,000,000 and 30,000,000. 

When an invasion of maoh severity ocoars, 
dangeroas inflammatory symptoms are pro- 
daoed, seveie pains, resembling acute rheama- 
tism^ are experienced, and the attack of trich- 
iniasis frequently terminates in death. Bat 
if the shock occasioned by the invasion is over- 
come, the enclosed larvaa do not appear to 
cause any inconvenience. 

The last of the four Nematodes commonly 
infesting man I need not say much about as it 
is never found in this country, being restric- 
ted to a comparatively limited range. The 
Ouinea worm (Dracunculua medinensis) oc- 
curs endemically in Arabia Petrssa, on the bor- 
ders of the Persian Gulf and Caspian Sea, on 
the banks of the Ganges, in Upper Egypt, Ab- 
yssinia, Guinea, ana several West Indian 
islands, especially Grenada. The embryos ex- 
ist in pools, rivers, and damp ground ; they 
generally attack the feet and legs, being the 
most exposed parts. They insert themselves 
in the subcutaneous and inter-muscular cellu- 
lar tissue, and develop into perfect worms, 
sometimes attaining the length of 12 feet. It 
is only the female that thus attacks man. 
The method of extraction is to wind the pro- 
jecting end on a piece of wood, and by gentle 
traction to pull out the entire worm, care be- 
ing taken not to break it. This operation us- 
ually takes some days to perform. ; 

The rapid and chatty glance we have given 
to these few paraiites goe^ to show that £1/1- 
tozoa might be almost entirely kept from in- 
vading us if strict attention were but paid to 
cleanliness and good sanitary arrangements, 
both as regards ourselves and the creatures 
supplying our food ; and perhaps the day is 
not far distant when, chiefly fby the above 
means, these and other ills and epidemics will 
be nearly banished from us, for in most instan- 
ces it is that which has passed from the bodies 
of animals and ourselves that is the chief con- 
taminating source. — The Chemist and Drug, 



BTissian Physicians. 

The Pall Mall Gazette runs at everything 
Russian, her physicians being among the crim- 
inals. Says a correspondent of that j ournal : — 
^'A man had better not fall ill while in a Rus- 
sian country town, for all the doctors outside 
the large cities are believers ia phlebotomy and 
violent purgatives. They prescribe tea, but 
drug it without telling you, and the effects are 
felt for days afterwards. Their fee is any- 
thing you like to give ; but whatever you may 
offer, they will be sure to ask more, and must 
therefore be dealt with as bluntly as trades- 
men." — Chemist and Druggist, 



Asclepias Syriaca. 

BY J. p. THOMAS, M. D., PBMBBOKS, KY. 

In No. 14, Vol. 6, of the Medical News is 
an article from the pen of H. K. Pusey, M. D., 
of Garnettsville, Ky., on this plant as a reme- 
dy in dropsies. 

The doctor requests the experience of others 
in its use ; and, having had quite an extensive 
experience with it, I have concluded to pre- 
sent, briefly, a statement of some of its effects 
as I have observed them during a period of 
fifteen years. 

I have employed it in all the forms of drop- 
sy and with the best success in scrofula, and 
in peculiarly stubborn skin diseases I have 
gotten good results from it. As stated by 
Dr. Pusey, it is mentioned by very few writers 
on materia medica. Griffith, in his ^^Formu- 
lary," only mentions it as a diaphoretic and 
purgative, and says it is a popular remedy in 
diseases of the respiratory system, and espec- 
ially in pleurisy. 

I have used the three varieties of the asclep- 
ias described in the United States Dispensa- 
tory. There are two others which I have 
seen, but have had no experience with. 

Asclepias tuberosa, A. inoarnata, and A. 
syriaca, all I think, possess very similar medi- 
cal properties ; but the last mentioned I have 
more knowledge of than of either of the oth- 
ers, first, because it seems to possess more al- 
terative powers ; second, because it grows in 
greater abundance in this region ; besides, I 
was induced to try it in the treatment of stru- 
mous affections through the recommendation 
of my brother. Dr. E. Thomas, of Port Gib- 
son, Miss., formerly of Rocky Springs, and it 
was this variety he used. 

By refereoce to Wood & Baohe's Dispensa- 
tory, ed. 1854, page 124, article ^^Asclepias 
synaca," it will be seen that the authors in- 
sert in the text an extract of a letter from Dr. 
Thomas, in which he states he has employed 
the root in scrofula with great success, and 
with advantage in dyspepsia. He refers also 
to Dr. Mc Lean's use of it in scrofula twenty 
years prior to the date of this letter, 1850. 
Dr. Thomas also says he was induced to em- 
ploy it from observing the use of it by plan- 
ters in the treatment of scrofula among their 
hands. 

I have used it, as before stated, in every 
form of dropsy, and with decided benefit in 
every case, no matter what its origin ; but it 
is only in hepatic dropsy, or that character of 
dropsy produced by engorgement of the liver, 
that I have never failed to cure with silk-weed. 
It is specially alterative to the liver, and in 
many cases is superior to either podophyllin, 
leptandrin, or calomel. It is a diaphoretic, 
and in large doses an emetic. 
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I have not discovered any special anodyne 
effect from its use, except, perhaps, it may 
secondarily exercise some hypnotic action by 
virtue of it relasant effect as a diaphoretic. 

I have been equally as successful in the 
treatment of hepatic and some forms of renal 
dropsies with the asclepias as Dr. Pusey, and 
can in the main indorse his statements as to 
its value in the management of dropsies in 
general. But aside from dropsies of hepatic 
oriffin I have attributed its good effects to its 
cathartic and diuretic properties only ; it 
seems to act by reducing the engorgement of 
the liver, and in this way removes the cause, 
and the cure is permanent. This was so in 
quite a number of cases which I could report 
in detail from notes, were it necessary. 

In no case has it failed to remove the water, 
when used in doses as large as the stomach 
would bear short of emesis, and in the major- 
ity of cases permanently, with the addition of 
proper adjuvants, except, of course, in those 
cases of cardiac origin and nephritic origin ; 
and in two such cases it proved of great oen- 
efit. 

In one case of Bright's disease not very far 
advanced, with asclepias and jabourandi the 
patient was cured. The latter, I am con- 
vinced, is the best remedy in this disease I 
have an^ knowledge of, but have not given it 
a trial in a case mueh advanced. U is in 
scrofula, however, that I have found it pecul- 
iarly valuable, and almost equally so in some 
forms of chronic skin diseases. 

There are, I think, very few cases of scrof- 
ula that will not be greatly benefited by a 
persevering use of asclepias ; and when com- 
bined with Phytolacca decandra I know of no 
prescription comparable to it in this disease, 
aided by malt or cod-liver oil when indicated. 
Especially is this true with the disease as it 
appears in the negro, on whom it seems to act 
with peculiar efficacy. 

My favorite formula is the following : 

9 Strong decoction asclepias syriaca. § xij ; 
Decoction Phytolacca decandra. . . . § iv ; fj 

Pure whisky 5 ▼] > 

White sugar | iv. 

M. From one half teaspoonful to two table- 
spoonsful thrice daily, according to age and 
effect produced. 

This will also be found a good vehicle for 
the salts of iodine or arsenic. I have treated 
successfully many cases of scrofula with this 
formula variously modified to suit each indi- 
vidual case, A tincture, prepared by cutting 
into thin pieces two ounces of the fresh root, 
and covenng it with a pint of alcohol, allow- 
ing it to macerate for fourteen days, is the 



most convenient form in which to administer 
the drug as a simple cathartic or as an altera- 
tive and laxative in diseases of the skin. 
Where its diaphoretic action is specially indi- 
cated I give the infusion. It possesses three 
properties that render it peculiarly adapted to 
the treatment of skin diseases, namely, dia- 
phoretic, cathartic, and diuretic, all eliminators 
of morbid matter, in addition to its alterative 
powers. I have not observed any beneficial 
effects derived from its use in dyspepsia, ex- 
cept in very small doses it seems to mcrease 
the appetite and to correct flatulence. It will 
cure many skin diseases, assisted by proper lo- 
cal trestment and strict attention to hygiene — 
diseases, too, without discoverable relation- 
ship to struma or malaria as their cause ; and, 
as I have been unable to discover the least an- 
tiperiodic or antimalarial property in the weed 
I am forced to the conclusion, that there mast 
be quite a number of skin diseases besides the 
exanthemata that have their origin in some 
other cause than struma or malaria. There- 
fore, with due deference to the opinions and 
theory of my learned friend, Dr. L. P. Tan- 
dell, I venture to express the opmion that ma- 
laria is a most over-ridden etiological hobby 
before the profession. — Loui, Med, News, 
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For Journal Muteria Medica, 

An Epileptic Seizure Followed by Cho- 
rea and Aphasia. 

W. A, GBOVB, M. D., VICTORIA, ILLINOIS. 

Sometime during the latter part of Decem- 
ber, 1868, 1 was called to see a little boy ten 
years of age, who had been subject to epilep- 
tic seizures for four years, occuring with 
marked periodicity once a month. He was a 
very frail child, ansamic, fair complexion, light 
hair and blue eyes, with all other accompani- 
ments indicative of a strong scrofulous diathe- 
sis. When I reached the house, some eight 
miles distant from the village, I found the pa- 
tient in a violent paroxysm of epilepsy — the 
most severe I ever witnessed. The pulsation 
at the radial artery was imperceptible ; mus- 
cular convulsions strong and universal; froth- 
ing at the mouth; features greatly distorted; 
involuntary expulsion of urine and fsBces ; 
eyes fixed and staring with cornea hid beneath 
the lids. This paroxysm lasted nerhaps five 
minutes after I reached the bedside; then fol- 
lowed an intermission of perhaps fifteen min- 
utes, during which time the patient lay in a 
semi- comatose condition, with feeble and ir- 
regular breathing, but could swallow with 
some difficulty. At the expiration of fifteen 
minutes the paroxysms returned, and contin- 
ued at alamungly short intervals for ten hours, 
the intervals growing shorter, and the paroz- 
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ysms longer, and if anything more intense. 
During this time every thing was done that 
medical authority, and my own judgement and 
experienoe oould dictate. Bromide of Potas- 
sium and other anti-spasmodics were given be- 
tween paroxysms as long as the patient could 
swallow, hot cloths and friotion were applied, 
but with no modification of the patient s con- 
dition. 

Finally, matters growing worse, I ordered a 
warm bath prepared in which to immerse < he 
patient. As I carried the convulsed child to 
the bathing vessel, I had but slight assurance 
that he would be lifted out of the bath tub 
alive, as he presented every aspect of approach- 
ing dissolution, — his parents stoutly opposing 
the proceeding, thus rendering the situation 
all the more embarrassing. He had not been 
immersed longer than five minutes ere the con- 
vulsions ceased, and the breathing became 
regular and tranquil. He was then taken out, 
wrapped in a blanket, and laid in bed, where 
he appeared to enjoy quiet and natural sleep 
for several hours. 

When I called to see my patient the next 
morning, I was informed that he had rested 
weU during the night, and had had no convul- 
sions since my departure, but I was surprised 
to find that every symptom of Chorea had su- 
perseded those of Epilepsy. All the volunta- 
ry muscles were more or less effected with 
clonic spasms. His gait was thuifling, twist- 
ing and uncertain. With this condition there 
was amnesia. He could not articulate a sin- 
gle word, and could utter but one or two 
sounds which were endlessly repeated at every 
question asked him. He appeared exceeding- 
ly annoyed for want of memory or ability to 
articulate words. I was at a loss to decide 
whether it was a choreatic manifestation affec- 
ting the organs of speech, or Aphasia, result- 
ing from effusion in the neighborhood of the 
posterior third of the third convolution of the 
left frontal lobe of the brain — (the territory 
where memory of words have been located by 
Brocat and others) — I left him a combination 
of FL Ext. Oimicifuga, Lupulin, <&c., and sub- 
sequently put him on Hyckooyanate of iron, 
and Quinine. I saw the case daily for two 
weeks, during which time the choreaic mani- 
festation entirely subsided, but he was an 
aphasiac to some extent for several weeks sub- 
sequent. 
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Influence of Leaves on the Evaporation. 

Dr. F. Tschapowits has found that the 
amount of evaporation rises and falls with the 
total amount of leaf surface. Large leaves, 
however, seem to have a relatively greater 
evaporating power than small ones. — Drug. 
Circ. <t Chem, Gaz. 



How to Save Infants. 

The Board of Health has issued the follow- 
ing circular in relation to the care and feeding 
of infants during the hot weather: 

In nursing, over-feeding does more harm 
than anything else; nurse an infant a month 
or two old every two or three hours. Nurse 
an infant of six months and over five times in 
twenty-four hours, and no more. If an infant 
is thirsty, give it pure water, or barley-water, 
no sugar. On the hottest days, a few drops 
of whiskey may be added to either water or 
food, the whisky not to exceed a teaspoonful 
in 24 hours. 

If the infant must be fed, boil a teaspoonful 
of powdered barley (ground in a coffee-grind- 
er) and a gill of water, with a little salt, for 
fifteen minutes, strains them mix it with half 
as much boiled milk, add a lump of white 
sugar, size of a walnut, and give it lukewarm 
from a nursing-bottle; keep bottle and mouth- 
piece in a bowl of water when not in use, to 
which a little soda mv be added. For infants 
five or six months ola, give half barley-water 
and half boiled milk, with salt and a lump of 
sugar. For older infants, give more milk than 
barley-water. For infants very costive, give 
oat-meal instead of barley. Cook and strain 
as before. When your breast-milk is onlv 
half enough, change off between breast-milk 
and this prepared food. In hot weather, if 
blue litmus-paper, applied to the food, turns 
red, the food is too acid, and you must make 
a fresh mess, or add a small pinch of baking- 
soda. Infants of six months may have beef- 
tea and beef soup once a day, by itself, or 
mixed with other food; and when ten or 
twelve months old, a crust of bread and a 
piece of rare beef to suck. No child under 
two years ought to eat at your table. Give 
no candies — in fact, nothing that is not con- 
tained in these rules, without a doctor's orders. 
Summer complaints comes from over- feeding 
and hot and foul air. Keep doors and wind- 
ows open. Wash your well children with 
cold water twice a day, and oftener in the hot 
season. Never neglect looseness of the bowels 
in an infant; consult the family or dispensary 
physician at once, and he will give ;^ou rules 
about what it should take and now it should 
be nursed. Keep your rooms as cool as pos- 
sible, have them well ventilated, and do not 
allow any bad smell to come from sinks, priv- 
ies, garbage-boxes, or gutters about the house 
where you live. See that your own apart- 
ments are right, and complain to the Board 
of Health, No. 301 Mott Street, if the neigh- 
borhood is offensive. Where an infant is cross 
and irritable in the hot weather, a trip on the 
water will do it a great ieal of good (ferry- 
boat or excursion- boat), and may prevent 
cholera infantum. — The Medical Record. 
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Belladonna. 



Properties — ^Anodyne. 

Anti-spasmodio. 

Narcotic. 
Active Principle — Atropia (Alkaloid.) 
Dose — l-60tli to l-30th of a grain. 

Preparation — Solid Extract. 
J}o8e — i to 1 grain 

Preparation — Fluid Extract. 
Dose — 5 to 10 drops. 

Mode of Administration — Dose increased un- 
til dryness of the throat, and hallucination 
and other constituiional symptoms appear. 

Constitutional Effects : 

TTie Eye — Dilatation of the pupil— dimness 
of the sight — micropia, in which all objects 
appear smaller than natural — amaurosis, 
loss of power of the optic nerve or retina 
— absence of lachryniation. 

Ihe Skin — Scarlatinal eruption — numbness or 
insensible condition — swelling of the face. 



Uie Voice — Aphonia — privation of voice. 

On the Nervovs System — Tightness or pain in 
the frontal region — confusion of thought 
with giddiness, with species of intoxication 
— noises in the ear — spectral illusions — 
consciousness of his visual illusions and de- 
lirium without having the power of the 
one or control of the other. 

Muscular System — ^Vertigo — unsteady and 
staggering gait—muscular debility — ^numb- 
ness of the limbs — jerking motion — inabil- 
ity to control hismotions or to seize small 
articles. 

Tendency to catch at imaginary things. 
Partial paralysis of the bladder — complete 
paralysis (sometimes) of the Levator Pal- 
pehrcB Superioris, or muscle to lift the eye- 
lid. 

On the Circulation and Secretions ^In large 
doses affects the heart and blood-vessels — 
pulse irregular, frequent — during the act- 
ive stages of its operation, bounding and 
full. — In fatal cases, intermittent, thready 
and rapid — red and turgid face — augmen- 
ted temperature and color of the surface 
of face — violent congestion of tbe head — 
full, tense, and throbbing state of the cere- 
bral vessels— dry tongue, mouth and fau- 
ces — secretion of the glands of the mouth 
and the saliva are suspended — water, in- 
stead of giving relief, seems only to in- 



Coninm. 

Properties — Anodyne. 

An ti- spasmodic. 
Narcotic, 
Active Priniple — Coma or Coniine. 

Dose — (l-20th to IJ grain.) 

Preparation — Solid Extract. 

Dose — J to 1^ grains. 

Preparation — Fluid Extract. 

Dose— 5 to 20 drops. 

Mode of Administration — Dose increased un- 
til it produces headache, vertigo, dryness 
of the mouth, nausea or vomiting. 

Constitutional Effects : 

TJie Eye — Dilatation of the pupiJ— dimness of 
vision — injection of the eye — impaired or 
double vision. 



The Skin — Papular or erythematous eruption 
— (a nearly continuous redness of the skin, 
like erysipelas) with itching of the skin — 
augments the secretions of the skin — For- 
mication, sensation like creeping of ants 
over the skin — Tips of the fingers of the 
hands are moist cold and blueish. 

The Voice — ^Difficulty of speech. 

On the Nervous System — Inability to think 
or fix the attention on one subject — giddi- 
ness, drowsy habitude — general impair- 
ment of the common sensibility, — dull 
hearing — ^impaired taste— delirium. Mind 
remains clear. 

Muscular System — General debility — stagger- 
ing gait — heavy head — loss of power and 
slight spasms in theextremities. 



Nausea, retching in some cases even vom- 
iting. 



On the Circulation and Secretions — Heart lit- 
tle affected. 



Irritation of the fauces being in the mouth. 

Salivation. 

Paralyzed tongue, 
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crease the olammy state of the mncons 
membrane. Difficult deglutition, sense of 
snffooation — spasms of the fauces and Glot- 
tiSj renewed at every effort to swidlow — 
increased amount of urine with strangury 
at the neck of the bladder — irritation of 
the scrotum. 

Piilse — Irregular and frequent. During the 
active stages of its operation, bounding 
and full. 

Iq fatal cases, intermittent, rapid and 
thready. 

Deferential Symptoms — Suspended saliva — 
dryness of the skin — heart and blood ves- 
sels affected. 



Does disturb the intellect. 



^•» 



The Pith of the Dried Com-Stalk as a 

Uterine Tent. 

Dr. W. T. Goldsmith, of Atlanta, brings 
this substance to notice in the Trmisactions 
of the Medical Association of Georgia^ 1878. 
Take a joint of dried corn-stalk; strip it of its 
cuticle, and compress the pith, slowly and 
firmly, between the thumb and index-finger. 
By continued pressure, it is reduced four or 
^s^ times less than its original size. It has a 
dilating power equal to sea-tangle or sponge. 
The cornstalk tent is of easy introduction. 
Its rigidity overcomes any slight resistance. 
Dr. Goldsmith has used this tent for the last 
seven years. He has not had a single acci- 
dent from its use, although he has introduced 
the tent many hundreds of times. The ad- 
vantages of this corn-stalk tent are: 

It dilates effectually, but not too rapidly. 

It is. smooth, soft, and can be removed with- 
out force. 

It produces no lacerations, abrasions, or ir- 
ritation of the mucous membrane. 

It can be medicated with any substance as 
easily as the sponee or cloth tent. 

It is of vegetable origin, and hence, does 
not become putrid and poisonous to the pa- 
tient. 

It may be retained, non-compressed for 
days, without injurious results, if no pain 
occurs. 

A number of small tents, filling up the cer- 
vical canal, may be used for more rapid ex- 
pansion. 

It can be prepared in a few minutes of any 
desired curve, size and length. 

Any degree of compression may be given 
it, or it may be used without compression. 

It may be perforated, like the sea tangle, 
and its power of absorption increased, by 
packing its surface. — Vrrginvi Med, Monthly, 



Pulse — larse doses increase and then dimin- 
ish the force of the pulse, unif ormlv small 
and feeble under tne influence of large 
doses. 

Differential ASy77i/>^(>w5-Salivation— -moist con- 
dition of skin, — heart little affected. 

See Still6 370, vol. 2. in reference to delir- 
ium or other mental disorder. 
Does not disturb the intellect. 

For Journal of Materia Medicok, 

Tasteless Quinine, 

BY W. A. GROVE, M. D., VICTORIA, ILLINOIS. 

Quinine may be robbed of its bitter taste 
and rendered palatable and acceptable to chil- 
dren and delicate stomachs, by either of the 
following methods : 

5 -Aabumen Ovi 3 i. 

Aqua pura. 3 iii* 

Quinine Sulphas gr. viiL 

Misce et S. A teaspoonful as often as ne- 
cessary. 

This mixture is entirelv devoid of a bitter 
taste. A few drops of the ^Vhite of an egg" 
is sufficient to effectually destroy the bitter 
taste f the bark, which no reasonable amount 
of after dilution with water will restore. I 
have always found the following formulsa con- 
venient in cases where the bitter taste was ob- 
jectionable : 

9 Quinisd Sulphas 3i. 

Morphi» " gr. L 

Syrup Rhei Aromatic | i. 

Misce et fiat mistura. Sip'> A teaspoonful 
every two or three hours. 

^^ One part of Tannin added to five parts of 
Qainine, will effectually destroy the bitter 
taste of the latter" : — U, S, Dispensatory. 

The following formula has also been recom- 
mended: — 

]$ Qumiffi Sulphas 3 sp. 

Ext. Glycyrrhizee fluidum. . . 3 ii. 

Misce et S. Teaspoonful at a dose. 

Some physicians are in the habit of exhibit- 
ing bitter and unpalatable drugs in thin wa- 
fers made from wheat flour. Perhaps there 
are still other methods of disguising the taste 
of Quinine, but none other occur to my mind 
at present. 
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The Cure of Sciatica by Siibcutaneous 
iDjections of Ether. 

BY C. G. GOMBGYSy M, D., 

Lecturer on Clinical Medicine, Cincinnati Hospital. 

In the Lancet of 1851 — twenty-seven years 
ago— I published the successful treatment of 
a chronic case of Sciatica, by cauterization of a 
certain spot of the patients ear on the same 
side as the one affected, to- wit: the anterior 
part of the helix just at its entrance into the 
concha^ My patient was a moulder and such 
were his sufferings that he was unable to work 
but little for two months. As he had quite a 
large family dependent upon his labor, I was 
unusually anxious to cure him, but all consti- 
tutional and local treatment gave no perma- 
nent relief. At last I read an article in the 
''jRevue Medico- Chirurgicale de Paris,'^ by 
Doctor Luciana, which gave the history of a 
number of cases treated by different French 
Surgeons, more especially one by Malgaigne. 
That patient had been in Hotel Dieu for two 
months and had had a full employment of 
cups, blisters and baths, but without relief. 
He then went to the St. LouisJ Hospital for 
treatment by Malgaigne and was promptly 
relieved by the touch of thp ear inth a hot 
wire. 

After reading the article I called upon my 
patient and assured him that I had now a 
remedy which would cure him right away. I 
heated a pointed piece of steel and with it 
touched quickly the said spot in the ear. It 
did not even produce a sore — ^merely gave a 
shock and he directly said that he was better. 
I had no further trouble with the case— he 
went at his work as usual. In the Dispensary 
practice of the Miami Medical Collage after 
that, I, also, successfully treated a case of like 
character. My colleague then, Prof. R. D. 
Mussey informed me that he had succeeded in 
some cases by touching, barely, with a hot 
iron any part of the foot to which the branches 
of the sciatic nerve are distributed. I have 
had good results sometimes in this w^. One 
of my collciigues in the Cincinnati Hospital, 
Dr. Thornton cured a case by a light cauteri- 
zation of the whole length of the leg at in- 
tervals along the line of the sciatic nerve. 

During my course of clinical service in the 
hospital last winter, I tieated a man by caut- 
erization without success, electricity failed too, 
and I directed my assistant to give him hypo- 
dermic injections of common ether, fifteen to 
twenty drops once, or more, daily. He began 
promptly to improve and soon left the house 
carrymg his crutches on his shoulder. 

The following case illustrates the very great 
value of subcutaneous injections of ether in 
the treatment of this distressing affection* 



Mr. E. B. B J of Bourbon county, Ky., 

came to me for the treatment of sciatica His 
physician writes as follows: "June 6, 1878. 
Mr. B, a merchant, SBt. 43, of robust make, 
and free from any constitutional taint was 
attacked a year ago, with a slight pain in the 
left hip. extending down to the ankle. After 
trying home treatment under the general ad- 
vice of the public and growing worse he ap- 
plied to me, at last, and I prevailed on him to 
keep his bed. I applied wet cups, repeated 
blisters, hot fomentations and liniments. In- 
ternally at different times quinine, colchicum, 
aconite, iodide potass., hypodermic injections 
of morphia, and this varied treatment was 
enforced during two months without perma- 
nent relief, when he left for Cincinnati^' 
Recently Mr. B. addressed me as follows: 
'^ Enclosed find my physician's statement of 
my case. I suffered most intensely for four 
months and could not walk or sleep, when I 
arrived in your city on Thursday evening, 
March 28th. On the following Tuesday I was 
discharged sound and well, and have been at 
my business ever since suffering no pain what- 
ever. June 12 1878." 

Mr. B. came under my care in the evening 
of March 28, 1878. He could not walk with- 
out a crutch and suffered great pain with effort 
to use the left leg. The whole track of the 
sciatic was involved. He had become greatly, 
under the opiate influence which gave him 
temporary relief only, he consequently had 
no appetite for food, and was excessively 
constipated. The spine had a curvature caus- 
ing a projection of the left hip — ^the result of 
an effort to favor the suffering nerve. I gave 
him 15 drops of ether hypodermically. He 
felt great pain at once, but it soon passed 
away. The morphine he was in the habit of 
using was stopped, and 20 grains of (5hloral 
given to secure sleep. Next morning he was 
better, I repeated the injection up to SQ drops, 
morning and evening for three days, and then 
let him go home. Ci the meanwhile he had 
beffun to walk about the city, to try himself 
as he said, for he was very reluctant to believe 
that he had been so readily cured. The in- 
jection was made behind the great trochanter. 
I gave him liberally of beef tea and whisky 
while he remained here. 

He suffered from a sharp pain at each intro- 
duction of the ether, but it soon passed and 
no local injury followed its use. He tasted it 
always, llie injections were given in the or- 
dinary superficial way; not deep. 

There are conditions of disease affecting 
the sciatic nerve which neither the shook of 
the actual cautery, nor injection of ether would 
cure; but in typical cases we need not let a 
patient suffer long. I think my patient who 
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suffered so muoh for four months was oared 
with the first dose. I only repeated it to 
make ^^ assurance doubly sure." Morphine will 
not oure it. Electrioity is uncertain and too 
tedious, but the Franklinic is the best. I 
think this remedy will be equally efficaoious 
in tic douleurenz. — Tke Cincinnati Lancet 
and Clinic. 



^•^ 



Diphtheria and Sewer-Gas. 

Dr. W. SmvELY, physician to the Pitts- 
burg (Pa.) Board of Health, lately read a pa- 
per on the cause of diphtheria in an outbreak 
of the disease in Pittsburg during the year 
1877. Oiit of 856 cases^ the total number re- 
ported, there were 366 deaths. Of these, 457, 
with 141 deaths, occurred in a particular dis- 
trict of the city in which the sewerage was 
almost criminally defective — ^. 6., there was 
insufficient grade, inadequate diameter of the 
main at certain points, absence of traps at the 
street drops, private connection-points and 
mam termini, whUe the man-holes were tightly 
covered and there was an utter lack of venti- 
lation. Slaughter-houses near the termini 
drained their offal and refuse through con- 
nections having no traps; and one of the latter 
emptied directly into an untrapped drop. 
Previous to last July, diphtheria had prevailed 
in only an ordinary number of cases. The 
epidemic set in during July, and raged about 
five months. Durinj^ most of this period one 
main was choked for a distance exceeding 
2,000 feet. Two heavy rainfalls occured in 
July, two in August. Dr. S. infers from 
these data that sewer-gas emanations, propa- 
gating the disease in the poisoned human sys- 
tem, was the cause of that epidemic. He ex 
plains that heavy rains caused choking of the 
mains, and expulsion of stagnant sewer-gas 
into the dwellings through the private connec- 
tion-pipes. He very properly insists that ven 
tilation of the mains is of the greatest import- 
ance in preventing accumulation of sewer-gas, 
and its consequences, no matter how well 
constructed the sewer otherwise may be. Un- 
doubtedly thorough main ventilation is of 
primary importance. But ^trapping' and 
ventilation of the connection pipes are of equal 
moment, when there is danger from heavy 
rains forcing the gas, which may have been 
generated, into the dwelling. Sewerage is a 
subject which has been sadly neglected in 
practice, but we hope that later day experien- 
ces, and the valuable advice of our sanitary 
authorities may soon bring forth ripe fruit 
and thus add another triumph to those of 
preventive medicine. — The Medical Record, 



KAVA. 

M. Gubler {Journal de ITi^rapeutiqicej 10 
f6vier, 1878) reaches the following conclusions 
regarding this new remedy: 

1. The kava root {Piper methysticurn) pos- 
sesses two orders of properties: the one, ce- 

Ehalic and inebriating; the other, diuretic and 
lennostatic. 

2. The kava drunkenness is sui generis, and 
does not resemble that of alcohol. Besides, 
the maceration, called Ava, is not submitted 
to alcoholic fermentation, and the preliminary 
mastication of the root, producing glucose, 
has no other result than that of givmg to the 
aromatic liquor a sweetish and sugary taste. 

3. Among the symptoms that may be de- 
nominated acute avaism, the most remarkable 
and one of the most important consists of a 
genesaic excitation which has its seat, not in 
the sexual organs, but in the nervous centers 
in which the reproductive instinct is vested. 
There is no priapism, but much erotism. 

4. Besides, kava has the power of modera- 
ting the inflammatory condition of the genito- 
urinary organs, and of reducing or suppres- 
sing mucopurulent catarrh of the urethro- 
vesical mucous membrane, probably through 
an action at once diuretic and blennostatic, 

5. The direct and topical anti-catarrhal ac- 
tion is due to an oleo-resinous, balsamic subs- 
tance, comparable to the terebinthinates in 
general use. 

6. The indirect diuretic and anti-catarrhal 
effects depend, in part, upon this oleo-resin, 
but especially on a neutral crystalloid called 
kawahine, and perhaps upon an unsought al- 
kaloid, the presence of which would account 
very well for the peculiar drunkenness as well 
as for the modincations of circulation and 
secretion in the genito-urinary apparatus. 

7. This dual action upon the genito-urinary 
organs assigns to kava a remarkable efficacy 
in urethritis during its most inflammatory 
period. It explains the success of this remedy 
in cases where the pure terebinthinates have 
failed, and makes explicable the utility of as- 
sociating the peppers — ^notably cubabs, whose 
effects are analogous to those of kava, with 
the oleo resin of copaiba, to secure a cure in 
acute or intense blennorrhagias. 

8. The therapeutic employment of kava is 
all the more to be commended, as this aroma- 
tic remedy is not at all unpleasant, and its use 
gives rise to no digestive troubles — St. Louis 
Clinical Record, 
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SuLPHXJB has been discovered in immense 
quantities at Chilian, ChilL The quality is so 
fine that it only needs grinding and siftmg to 
be fit for market. 
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The Pancreatic Juice contains Three Dis- 
tinct Ferments. 
It has already been remarked that the pan- 
cre:itio jnioe has not onl^ the power to emal- 
Biiy fatty snbstanceB, and to act on starohy 
matters, bot also the property of digesting al- 
bumen and fibrin, just as well as pepsine. In 
a paper publish ed in the Jiijiertoire <fe Phar- 
vi'i'-ie, Th. Defresne demonetrateR that the 

!>ancreatic secretion contains three dislinut 
erments, and gives the following process for 
sejiaratinjj them: To a filtered solution of 
half an ounce of dried pancreatic iuice in three 
ounces and a half of distilled water add ten 
drachms of pure snlphuric acid, correspond- 
ing to a little less than two drachms of pare 
sulphuric acid. An abundant precipitate is 
formed ; the tiqnor, on being filtered twenty- 
four hours afterwards, gives by the addition 
of an excess of alcohol a precipitate soluble 
in water, digesting 104 times its weight of co- 
agulated albumen, and having no action on 
either grease or utarch. To this ferment the 
name of myopmre is given ; thus obtained it 
ih quite pure, and is in the shape of shining 
scales of a fine garnet color ; it is precipi- 
tated by alcohol, and coagulated by heat. 

The two other ferments oan completely be 
separated from each other, but each always 
retains traces of myopsine. The following is 
the process recommended : The pancreas of 
the ox is to be selected, as its action on albu- 
men is very weak, since ihe pancreatine ob- 
tained from it digests only three grammes of 
albumen against seventeen of starch and fif- 
teen of laril. To a conoentrated and filtered 
solution of ox pancreatine enough alcohol is 
added to render its spintous strength e<(ual to 
26 degrees. A precipitate forms, which after 
twenty-four hours is collected and carefully 
washed with 26 per cent, alcohol. It has the 
property of emulBifying twenty-fonr times its 
weight of grease, but is without action on 
starch. Mr. Detresne calls it Sleapsitie. It 
is obtained in the form of shining, translucent 
scales, soluble in water, precipitated in aloo 
hoi, and destroyed in acetic acid. 

To obtain the third ferment, about half an 
ounce of acetic acid, equivalent to forty four 
grains of pure sulphuric acid, is added to three 
ounces and a half of a maceration of the pan- 
creas of the ox. The precipitate which makes 
its appearance must be immediately separated. 
After two hours the clear li'^uor is mixed 
with twice its weight of alcohol of 85 , and 
the abundant precipitate formed is collected 
and washed with alcohol of 6o degrees. This 
is . lm;/lopfiiiie, which has no action on grease, 
but can convert into susar twenty-five times 
iix weight of starch. It is in the shape of 



shining scales of a citrine color, soluble in wa- 
ter, precipitated by aloohol and strong acetic 
acid, and coagulated by heat. — Drug. Circu^ 
lar <b Chem. Gaz. 



Valerian, Atropia and Ergot, in Diabetes 
Insipidus. 

Dr, Reuder, in La Pi-awe Medicale, relates 
an interesting case of polyuria, accompanied 
by supraorbital neuralgia, vertigo, with loss 
of consciousness, excessive thirst and hunger, 
with emaciation and loss of strength, although 
the patient consumed a considerable luantity 
of food. The urine contained no trace of su- 
gar ; the quantity was about ten quarts a day. 
The urea eliminated by this means in the twen- 
ty-four hours amounted to, from about 12C0 
to 140o grains, liefore having recourse to er- 
got of rye, tincture of valerian was first tried 
for this patient, in the dose first of fifteen min- 
ims, and soon afterward of half a dram. Under 
the influence of this treatment the urine dimin- 
ished by nearly a quart. Sulphate of atro- 
phine, in the dose of one milligramme (.015 
grain) at first, then two, daily, produced a 
similar improvement ; but no advantage waa 
found in persevering in the course, since the 
appetite diminished with the valerian and the 
thirst increased with atropine. Ergot of rye 
was then tried. The success with this agent 
was remarkable. In eight days urine fell to 
1 .600 grammes, and the urea to fifteen 
grammes, in the twenty-fonr hours ; the emac- 
iation was stopped ; the strength returned ; 
whilst the thirst and excessive desire for food 
also disappeared. 

Wa believe Dr. Da Costa, of this city, waa 
the first to recommend ergot in this disease. — 
St. Louis Ec, Met7 JonrnaJ. 



The Use of the Uvula. 

Professor Alfred H. Garrod, F. R. S., in a 
recent lecture, laid great stress upon the func- 
tions of the uvula, an organ present only in 
man and the anthropoid apes, and expressed 
his opinion that tbe uvula serves the purpose 
of preventing the food from entering the back 
part of the nose, if it should so happen that 
during the act of swallowing, the individaa] 
should make a sudden effort at expiratory 
breathing. The uvula, being pressed back by 
the moving food against the posterior wail of 
the pharynx, would so retain a free communi- 
cation between the mouth and the pharynx, 
at the same time that the nares are closed by 
the soft palate. — St. LouU E>: MuK .Jmtr. 
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Monthly Summary. 



A New Treatment of Tape-worm. 

London Med. Examiner : The idea of cook- 
ing a tSBnia in the canal itself, and thus sub- 
stituting ordinary digestion for the disagree- 
able meaDs hitherto employed to effect expul- 
sion of the parasite, is a happy innovation 
which has been fiuccessfull^ carried out by 
Prof. Bouchut at the Children's Hospital, 
Paris. Male fern oil, kousso, and the bark of 
the pomegranate root are the anthelmintics 
usually employed ; but their action is violent 
and often uncertain. ^A careful inspection 
will always enable the' medical attendant to 
discover the ova and fragments of the para- 
site in the stools ; and when this has been 
done we have a simple and effectual method 
of insuring a cure. From the results of nu- 
merous experiments M. Bouchut had ascer- 
tained that not only ascaride^, but fragments 
of tsBuia, when placed in a weak alcoholic so 
lution containing one thirty- fifth of amylace- 
ous pepsine, are digested by the fluid in the 
course of twelve hours. We thus obtain an 
artificial digestion of the animal matter exact- 
ly similar to that which ensues when meat is 
treated by the same process. On submitting 
the conclusion drawn from his experiments to 
the test of practice at the Enf ans Malades, M. 
Bouchut found that the solution of pepsine 
was eminently successful. If his experience 
be confirmed, a valuable addition will be 
made to adult as well as to infantile therapeu- 
tics. In conclusion, we may observe that an- 
imal food is, almost certainly the channel 
through which the parasite is conveyed ; and 
hence that official inspection of suspected deal- 
ers in meat would form a useful adjunct to 
the practice of the physician. — Louis Med^ 
Nefvos, 



A Tasteless Anti periodic. 

Dr. S. Ashhurst, in order to overcome the 
difficulty of administering cinchonia on ac- 
count of the bitter taste which is developed 
when, after the administration of the pure al- 
kaloid portions remaining in the mouth are 
dissolved by the salivary fluid, mixes the cin- 
chonia with sugar of milk, and with some bi- 
carbonate of soda, to neutralize free acid in 
the saliva. ^'A powder containing one grain 
of cinchonia, four grains of sugar of milk, and 
one-tenth of a grain of bicarbonate of sodium, 
possesses only the slightly sweet taste of the 
sugar of milk, and is quite readily miscible 
with water and milk; or, if preferred, can be 
easily swallowed dry." — Am, Jour, of Med, 
Sciences. 



ErROtforStransulated Hernia, 

The first case was one of recent hernia in 
the right ffroin. The tumor was about as 
large as a ohesnut, hard and too sensitive to 
permit of the slightest attempt at taxis. The 
skin over the tumor washed with warm water 
containing an alkali, to render absorption 
more easy, and pure ergotine was then rubbed 
into it every two hours. At the same time a 
tablespoonnil of a solution consisting of grs. 
Ixxv. of ergotine in |iv. of vehicle was ad- 
ministered every hour. About five hours af- 
ter the treatment was commenced the vomit- 
ing and colicky pains be^an to abate, and the 
tumor became less sensitive, and twelve hours 
later the hernia returned spontaneously. 

In the second case, several unsuccessful at- 
tempts had been made to return the hernia by 
taxis and leeches, and the ether-spray had al- 
so been employed in vain. Finally, as the 
case was becoming desperate and inflamma- 
tion was threatening, it was decided to try the 
ergotine treatment as a last resort before hav- 
ing resource to operation. The treatment was 
carried out exactly as in the above case. It 
was begun at three o'clock in the afternoon,, 
and at six o'clock on the following morning 
all the symptoms were relieved and the tumor 
was reduced with the greatest facility. 

The Danger of Salicylic Acid Dentifrice. 

When a remedy has been found good for 
something it runs the danger of being brought 
into disrepute by being regarded as a panacea 
for all human ill. Pharmacy has its fashion 
as well as other things, and the present pre- 
vailing mode is salicylic acid. Dr. Buch, of 
St. Petersburg, deprecates its adoption as a^ 
dentifrice. A short time ago there was a 
warning raised against the use of charcoal. It 
had similar dental recommendations, namely, 
that it was antiseptic, and that, as far as 
cleansing was concerned, it was most effective. 
But the microscope pointed out that every par- 
ticle of carbon, in however divided a state, 
was a small crystal, which, acting by attrition, 
was hurtful to the enamel. While charcoal, 
therefore, was said to be a fine saw, salicylic 
acid is now stated to be a solvent, and accord- 
ingly to be abjured. Dr. Buch mentions that 
he was in the habit of using a solution of 
three parts in one thousand of salicylic acid, 
a lotion of such strength being fatal to bac- 
teria. In a few weeks he felt a curious sen- 
sation in his mouth ; the teeth appeared to be- 
come softer, and on the surface something 
gritty was detected, there being evidently a 
granular formation. The Doctor believes 
this to be a salicylate of lime : if so, the use 
of the acid as a dentifrice should be discoun- 
tenanced. — Ch^m and Drug, 
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On the Necessity of Caution In the Use of 
Chloroform During Labor. 

^ JDr. Lusk, of New York, in a recent paper 
submitted the following propositions : 
)l ^I. Deep ansBsthesia, carried to the point of 
complete abolition of consciousness, in some 
cases weakens uterine action, and sometimes 
suspends it altogether. 

n. Chloroform, even when given in the us- 
ual obstetrical fashion, namely, in small doses 
during the pains only, and after the commence- 
ment of the second stage, may, in exceptional 
cases, so far weaken uterine action as to cre- 
ate the necessity for resorting to ergot or for- 
ceps. 

IIL Patients in labor do not enjoy any ab- 
solute immunity from the pernicious effects of 
chloroform. 

IV. Chloroform should not be given in the 
third stage of labor. The relative safety of 
chloroform in parturition ceases with the birth 
of the child. 

V. The more remote influence of large dos- 
es of chloroform during labor upon the puer- 
peral state, is a subject that calls for further 
mvestigation and inquiry. 

Dr. L . says that with these five propositions 
he is prepared to close his indictment against 
chloroform in midwifery. It is, he says, not 
a formidable one, and need not deter from its 
cautious employment. But the sense of pos- 
sible danger which governed its use in the 
hands of those to whom we owe its introduc- 
tion into practice, has been replaced by an 
overweening confidence. — Med, Record, 



Collodion as a Preventive of Sea-Sickness. 

Dr. Laederich claims that collodion has re- 
markable power as a preventive of sea-sick- 
ness. It should be employed as follows : Be- 
fore embarking, the voyager should apply suc- 
cessively three layers of ricinated collodion to 
the epigastrium, overstepping slightly the 
anatomical limits of that region. The layer 
should extend below to a line immediately 
above the umbilicus, laterally to a line about 
two inches outside of the nipples, and above 
to some inches above the boraer of the ribs. 
When the voyage is expected to last more 
than a few days, a small quantity of the col- 
lodion should be taken along to repair the 
cracks in the plastering. Dr. Laederich is un- 
able to say from experience whether or not 
the collodion possesses curative as well as pre- 
ventive powers. He believes it does, however, 
because he has employed it successfully as an 
anti-emetic in the painful vomiting of periton- 
itis. Applied to the epigastrium as above, it 
always diminished and often arrested the vom- 
iting. — Med. JRecord. 



Jaborandl In Heart Disease. 

A man, aged thirty-eight entered hospital 
suffering from dyspncBa. An examination of 
the chest showed that he had hypertrophy of 
the heart, with oedema of the lungs. Tliere 
was a small amount of general anasarca. Di- 

S 'talis was freely given, but without benefit, 
xygen gas was also administered. Eventu- 
ally jaboraudi was given, and with good re- 
sults. 3 iss of the leaves, in the form of an 
infusion, was ordered pro re nata. The pa- 
tient took it three or four times a day. Short- 
ly afterwards he began to expectorate and 
prespire. Relief occurred within an hour, and 
the dyspnoea and cyanosis disappeared. As 
the cyanosis decreased, the pulse improved 
and became more regular. The patient conti- 
nued the medicine for three or four days, 
when death took place from exhaustion. — Neto 
York Medical Journal, 



Epidemic of Diseases of the Heart. 

In the Recueil de Med, MUitaire^ 1876, No. 
1, M. Juli6 furnishes an account of an epidem- 
ic of diseases of the heart which has prevailed 
in the garrison of Lunel during 1877, in the 
course of which forty-three soldiers were at- 
tacked. The affection exhibited itself in dif- 
ferent degrees, from that of intermittent pal- 
pitation to continued palpitation symptomat- 
ic of organic disease of the heart, hypertrophy 
or valvular disease having been observed in 
eleven or twelve of the cases. The mildest 
cases were unable to resume service under 
three weeks, and oftener after a longer period, 
while the others are still under treatment at 
the Montpellier Hospital. No cause could be 
made out for the occurrence, as the garrison 
was in very good condition. The most prob- 
able hypothesis was that it was due to a ma- 
larial origin. — Drug. Circ, and CJiem. Gaz, 

Ipecac as a Haemostatic. 

I have administered ipecac as a hsBmostatic 
in hsBmoptysis frequently for years past, and 
have found it the most efficient remedy in 
such cases. I have also used for the same 
purpose ergot and pyrogallic acid, both of 
which are efficient remedies in hsBmoptysis as 
well as in postpartum haemorrhage. But ipe- 
cac is certainly the better remedy in the treat- 
ment of h»moptysit« ; and a comparatively 
limited experience in its use in the treatment 
of postpartum haemorrhage leads me to believe 
that it is a too-much-neglected medicine is 
such oases. As a haemostatic, ipecac is an old 
remedy, but of its wonderful power and effi- 
cacy in this direction my own opinion fully 
corroborates that of the great clinicien, Troun- 
seau, to whose writings in this connection I 
would further refer. — PacMed^Surg, Reporter. 
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The Cold Sound (Psychrophor), a New Ins- 
trument for Treating Poilutlons, Sper- 
matorrhea and Chronic Gonorrhea. 

A little over a year ago Dr. Wintemitz, of 
Vienna, designed an instmment by means of 
which he secures the advantages of the me- 
chanical irritation of the urethral mucous 
membrane by the metallic sound, combined 
with the anaesthetic and tonic influence of 
cold. It consists of a double current catheter 
without eyes, the two canals communicating 
with one another near the point of the instru- 
ment. The instrument is introduced into the 
urethra until its point has passed the pars 
prostatica, and it is then attached by rubber 
tubing to a reservoir containing water at the 
desired temperature. On tumins a stop-cock, 
the water flows into one canal and out through 
the other, whence it is conducted away by an- 
other piece of tubing. In this way the gallin- 
aginis and the entire urethral mucous mem- 
brane are exposed to the mechanical action of 
the pressure, and to the sedative action of 
cold. The success obtained by Dr. Winter- 
nitz, by the use of this instrument, was so en- 
couraging from the very beginning, that he 
has employed it constantly for over a year. — 
Cincinnati Med. News. 



Turpentine In Typhoid Fever. 

Db. Pbbbsb, surgeon to the Meath Hospital 
(Dublin), has had long experience with tur- 
pentine in typhoid fever. He claims to have 
had with it great success. This oil has had 
in all ages some reputation. It acts as a stim- 
ulant, diuretic, diaphoretic, and laxative if the 
dose is sufficient^ and it is a first-class anthel- 
mintic. Its use in typhoid fever is by no 
means new; but it has been perhaps too much 
neglected by the medical profession. It is 
too common! The following is Dr. Perrs6*s 
t prescription; it has a judicious appearance. 
He says: 

^ My mode of giving the turpentine was as 
follows. If bronchitis were present, and even 
if diarrhcea complicated the case, I gave what 
was known as my turpentine mixture — 

3 Terebinthina) olei 3 ij. 

Liquoris potasssB 3 ij. 

Mucilaginis acaoisB 3 iv. 

Syrupi papaveris albi, 

Syrupi floris aurantu, a&. . . . 3 viij. 

Aquaa camphorse, q. s. ad. .f. ^ viij. 

Fiat mistura. A tablespoonful to be taken 
every fourth hour, the bottle being first 
shaken. 

Since I commenced that treatment, I have 
never lost any oase of typhoid^ from either 
bronchitis or diarrhoBa, or from its sequelae of 
ulceration or hemorrhage. — The Drugyists 
Circular and Chemical Gazette, 



A River Intensely Salt. 

It was very long supposed that the brack- 
ishness of Salt River, Arizona, was caused by 
the stream running over a bed of salt some- 
where along its course. Its waters are pure 
and fresh from where it heads in the White 
Mountains to within fifty miles of where it 
empties into the Gila. Fifty miles from its 
junction with the Gila there comes into it a 
stream of water that is intensely salt. This 
stream pours out of the side of a large moun- 
tain, and is from twenty to thirty feet deep. 
It is very rapid, and pours into the Salt River 
a great volume of water. Here could be easi- 
ly manufactured sufficient salt to supply the 
world. All that would be necessary would be 
to dig ditches and lead the brine to basins in 
the nearest deserts. The heat of the sun would 
make the salt. Were there a railroad near 
the stream, its waters would doubtless soon be 
turned and led to immense evaporating ponds. 
It is supposed that the interior of the moun- 
tain out of which the streams flow is largely 
composed of rock salt. — Nevada Enterprise, 

To Imitate Ground Glass. 

Put a piece of putty in muslin, twist the 
fabric tight, and tie it into the shape of a pad ; 
well clean the glass first, and then apply the 
putty by dabbing it equally all over the glass. 
The putty will exude sufficiently through the 
muslm to render it opaque. Let it dry hard 
and then varnish. If a pattern is required, 
out it out on paper as a stencil plate, and fix 
it on the glass before applying the putty, then 
proceed as above ; remove the stencil when 
finished. If there should be any objection to 
the existence of the clear spaces, cover with 
slightly opaque varnish.— -/i^i<^. 

Vermlllon« 

Vermilion is a mixture of sulphur and mer- 
cury, and is frequently found to turn to a dark 
brown color if exposed to the atmosphere. A 
remedy for this is said to be to add one-eighth 
part flour of sulphur to the paint when mix- 
ing. To detect adulteration in vermilion, 
place a little on a red-hot iron; if pure, it will 
evaporate entirely; if not, there will be an 
earthy residue. — Druggists^ Circular, 

PIcrate of Ammonia for Whooplns Couath. 
3 Picrate of ammonia 1 grain. 

Muriate of ammonia 24 ^ains. 

Powdered ext. licorice 1 drachm. 

Water 3 ounces. 

M. S. Teaspoonf ul every three hours to a 
child six months and under, doubling the quan- 
tity for a child of about one year to two years 
of age, and giving as much as one-eighth grain 
to a child three to five years of age. 
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Microphone In Dlasnosis. 

Dr. J. W. Hallandy Profesaor of Materia 
Medioa and Medical ChemiBtry in the Uni- 
versity of Louumlle, has recently been exper- 
imenting with the microphone, and comes to 
the following conolnsionB, which are stated in 
the LouisviUe Medical News^ July 20, 1878. 

A series of trials made with it at the hos- 
pital and upon private patients lead to the 
loUowing conclusions: 

1. That a noisy hospital-ward is a bad site 
for the test. 

2. That success is dependent largely upon 
the amount of flesh that covers the ribs of the 
subject. The sound-waves are never trans- 
mitted with clearness unless the person is 
lean. 

8. That the modifications produced by dis- 
ease are not reported with a distinctness sur- 
passing, if equal, to that attained by the 
unaided ear. 

4. That the rhythmic sounds of the heart 
mask all others produced in the chest, so as to 
make the instrument of no value in pulmonary 
diagnosis. 

5. That a medley of sounds, like rubbing 
and thumping, probably due to the move- 
ments of the foBtus, utterly annihilate sounds 
of the fcBtal heart, such as are plainly audible 
to the trained ear unassisted. 

6. That the prospect of a successful employ- 
ment of the microphone for physical diagnosis 
is, from present appearances, not very encour- 
aging. — Virginia Med, Monthly. 



•Erc^ot for Typhoid Fever. 

Sireday, {La FVance M^dicale)^ following up 
the observations of Dubou6,Mi8ed ergot in an 
exceedingly grave case of ataxoadynamic ty- 
phoid, in which the patient upon the twelfth 
day was delirious, had twitching of the ten- 
dons, hypersBsthesia, opisthotonos, etc. He 
fave two grammes of ergot in twenty-four 
ours. The next day the amelioration was 
notable. The treatment was continued with 
the medicine for three days, and the patient 
recovered. — Drug. Circ. <& Chem. Gazette. 



Gallium. 

At the Paris Academy of Sciences, M. Le- 
coq de Boisbaudran lately exhibited a bar, a 
sheet and several crystals of the new metal 
gallium, which is harder than iron, yet melts 
at a heat lower than that of the hand, its freez- 
ing point being at about 86° F. Five tons of 
ore had to be worked down to obtain two oun- 
ces of metaL It is very brittle, and adheres 
to glass; its color is nearly that of steel, and 
the crystals are octahedral. — Drug, Circ. and 
Che77ucal Gazette. 



Cough Syrup. 

Dr. Eeesler says, in A. M. Jour.: "We are 
called frequently in our every-day practice to 
make up a cough medicine for some of our 
patients. I have used all the expectorant for- 
mulas I have seen, besides a great many of 
my own mixtures, but so far I have obtained 
the most flattering results from the following: 

5 Pix liquida. 20 drops. 

Spts. nitr. dulo 1 drachm. 

Syr. simpl 2 ounces. 

M. S. Teaspoonful night and morning. 
Very few doses will suffice in most oases."— 
Drug, Circ. and Cherry. Gaz. 

Diingorous Hydraatyrum Cum Creta. 

When this valuable preparation is improper- 
ly made and carelessly kept exposed to light 
and atmosphere (as is so often the case with 
many of our druggists), chemical change oo- 
ours, and the red oxide of mercury is formed, 
rendering it a dangerous article to be dis- 
pensed. This explains the unsatisfactory ex- 
perience which many physicians have had with 
it in their practice. If incorporated with some 
saccharine substance, it may be preserved a- 
gainst oxidation. — Amer. jcnvr. Pharm, 

Jaborandl In Obstinate Hiccough. 

Dr. Ortille, of Lille, relates a case of most 
obstinate hiccough in which he had tried a 
great variety of means, including electricity 
and hypodermic morphia injections — the hic- 
cough even continuing during the sleep 
caused by this last. He then tried the hydro- 
chlorate of pilocarpin, on account of its action 
on the phrenic nerve. A hypodermic inject- 
ion of two centigrammes and a half was inser- 
ted with almost immediate effect, so that in a 
quarter of an hour the patient was bathed in 
a sweat, salivation was established, and the 
hiccough disappeared never to return. — Drug, 
Circ, and Chem, Gaz, 



Convulsions in a Child due to the Presence 
Of a Hair In the Alimentary Canal. "^ 

A child under one year of age, suffereflor 
several weeks from convulsions, which varied 
in severity and were frequently repeated. It 
appeared to be healthy in all other respects. 
All the usual methods of treatment were em- 
ployed without success. At last the mother 
noticed the end of a hair lodged between the 
two incisors of the child, and, on drawing on 
it, removed a hair nearly a yard in length, 
which had hung down into the throat of the 
little patient. After the removal of this for- 
eign body, the convulsions ceased as if by en- 
chantment. — Med. Record. 
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Editorial. 



Tlldens' Pure Extract of Malt. 

Our attention has been called to a oiroular re- 
cently issued and extensively circulated by the 
Trommer Extract of Malt Company, which is 
calculated to give an impression that because we, 
as manufacturing chemists, have successfully for 
thirty years prepared fluid extracts^ being the 
first to introduce them to the Profession, are not 
capable of preparing an Extract of Malt. 

Extract of Malt is unquestionably a prepara- 
tion that requires nice and careful manipulatibn, 
but no more than very many articles or subjects 
we are constantly called upon to investigate and 
work out. It requires much less skill than the 
preraration of ales, in which a variation of flavor, 
&c., is referred to by them; because the prepar- 
ation of aJes involves all the nice points of fer- 
mentation, &c. 

In the Journal of Materia Medica, December 
last, we stated as follows : 

** Fifteen years ago we prepared Extract of 
Malt in considerable quantity, according to Lie- 
big's method ; but attention to it during the war 
was diverted, and a German Chemist in our em- 
ploy at the time, who had been a student under 
the celebrated Liebig, and had prepared it in 
large quantities in Germany, suddenly went to 
the war, and its pursuit was dropped. 

A while since, a physician who used it at that 
time, remarked the difference in color and char- 
acteristics from that upon the market, and urged 
us to make some like the same he used at that 
time. We referred to our method, and have for 
some time been f urnishmg our immediate physi- 
cians, greatly to their satisfaction; they pro- 
nounce it just vihsit Extract of Malt should be, 
and so superior in palatable qualities and medi- 
cal results, that we have decided to give it to the 
profession hereafter. All that have used it speak 
decidedly of its medical effect, and we find in 
testing, it has greater power of conversion than 
even the German in the market, which is justly 
acknowledged to be superior to others." 

We agree with them that the difl&culties con- 
nected with its manufacture in large quantities 
can be overcome only by that kind of skill which 
is acquired by experience ; that experience we 
have had for thirty long years in this country, as 
we were the first to conceive and apply the vacu- 
um process of evaporation to all vegetable prep- 
arations, of which Malt is but one of many, and 



to which the low degree of temperature we em- 
ploy is perhaps more important than to many 
others. 

For thirty years our time has been devoted to 
perfecting the most complete system of vacuum 
apparatus in use, and we have now an assort- 
ment of evaporators of capacity from twenty 
gallons to one thousand gallons, in which evap- 
oration is conducted at 90*> to 100° of tempera- 
ture. It is very difficult to conceive of a more 
perfect system of concentration. 

Our Malt is made from Canada Barley only, 
and by one of the oldest and most skillful malt- 
sters in this state. 

We prepare the Malt plain because some per- 
sons dislike hops and reject it ; for this reason 
we prepare a separate article with hops and also 
with many medicinal agents, which a reference 
to our extensive list will fully explain and we 
shall continue to extend the same as the profes- 
sion may require. 

It is well known that Glucoie is largely manu- 
factured from starch as a legitimate industrial 
pursuit. If they have knowledge of the use of 
glucose in the sophistication of Extract of Malt, 
or as a substitution for it, it is a plain duty they 
owe the Medical Profession to give the names of 
those praxsticing such imposition. They have no 
right to attempt to damage respectable houses 
by ambiguous insinuations ; unless they do this, 
their allegation has no claims whatever to atten- 
tion or consideration, and is a poor compliment 
to the dLscriminatiug intelligence of the Profes- 
sion. TILDEN & CO. 



• • • 



For Journal Materia Medioa. 

A New Death Sign. 

BY HUGH HOLLIS M. D., JACK'S CBEEK, TENN. 

For about four yeai-s I have observed a certain 
sign by which I can always tell of the sure ap- 
proach of death, when the patient is regarded 
by the physician as being quite low. It is this: 
a hyper-secretion from the conjunctiva — a clear 
drop or drops oozing from the outer canthus of 
the eyes, but almost always from the right eye 
down from a half to two inches, sometimes seem- 
ingly thicker than ordinary tears ; enough so as 
to form a sUglit yellowish incrustation the above 
length, provided there be no affection of the eyes 
to cause it. By observing this symptom, I have 
been able to correctly inform the family or friends 
of the patient, of his sure and eaxly death in from 
six to twelve hours in advance, as I have never 
known a recovery when the symptom appeared. 
This is very valuable, even if the physicians' du- 
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ties are at an end as it gives the patient, who is 
frequently conscious, a chance to give certain di- 
rections in regard to his business etc. I have 
never seen this symptom mentioned in any book 
or journal, and could have written of it sooner 
only I wished to wait until I had seen cases 
enough to confirm my discovery before inviting 
attention to it. 



For Jowmctl Materia Jf edieo. 

Retarded Labor from Cystic Obstructions. 

BY FERRIS JACOBS, M. D., DELHI, N. Y. 

This difficulty is often a grave matter, as met 
with in our practice : urine is found to accumu- 
late in the bladder, during labor, when not prop- 
erly watched by patient and physician. 

This neglect more frequently occurs in cases of 
young patients and young physicians. The cause 
of this neglect is, no doubt, the patient does not 
know and the physician does not think. 

I need not describe how grave and dangerous 
to the patient, a case of this kind may be, nay, 
sometimes ia. Two important lives may very 
easily be lost in this way, at the same time, and 
none are the wiser. * ^Prevention is better than 



cure 



»» 



Young men — ^be careful^ be diligent^ be wisCy 
and your patients will bless you. 
By an old physician. 



»»• 



Bromo-Chloralum. 

Extract from letter of Dr. Wood worth, Mis- 
sissippi. 

*'Our hot weather is upon us, with the mercury 
at 95^ to 105^ in the shade, and in this swampy 
district is producing a large amount of malarial 
fever. Diphtheria has not yet made its appear- 
ance, but I anticipate its appearance in August. 
Yellow fever has appeared early. Although re- 
ported not epidemic, I fear it will become so, and 
is much worse than we are allowed to know. 
The river towns will suffer severely if it becomes 
epidemic without a doubt. Sanitary precautions 
will doubtless help to stay it, but can not change 
atmospheric, electrical or magnetic conditions, 
mysterious to us all. Individual and family pre- 
cautions through disinfection of the premises 
may in some measure protect and prevent spread- 
ing 

Bromo-Chloralum ought to be used freely in 

families and about the dwellings and out-build- 
ings, for my experience fully convinces me that 
it is the best, most reliable and least objectiona- 
ble of any disinfectant known ; it, being odorless, 
can be used in sleeping rooms, and indeed in any 
part of the house." 



Note. — If persons either in the Yellow fever 
or malarial districts will suspend a cloth in each 
room a yard square, moistened with Bromo- 
Chloralum, diluted one part with eight of water, 
the chemical action upon the septic particles 
floating in the air will entirely destroy them, and 
render the air healthy. 

We had occasion to test its value on the Sagi- 
naw River, where the netting covering the win- 
dows was sprinkled every evening with it di- 
luted, and cloths were kept suspended in each 
room iu the house, the result was that the occu- 
pants escaped the usual attack of malarial fever 
and we see no reason why a similar application 

should not equally avail against yellow fever. — 
JSds. ^_ 

Elixir lodo and Bromo-Chloralum In DIpn- 

Therla. 

Extract from letter of M. Rozel, M. D., Clifton, 

Kansas, Aug. 8, 1878. 

'* I was recently called to treat a case of Diph- 
theria in a young girl about twelve years of age, 
and after exhausting all other remedies, finally 
succeeded in subduing it by administering half- 
teaspoonful doses of the Elixir lodo every hour, 
using in conjunction a gargle of Bromo-Chloral- 
um diluted one part to six parts of water. The 
irritation was speedily allayed and I had the sat- 
isfaction of seeing the little sufferer sleeping 
quietly within three hours. The next day she 
was playing with her companions in the yard. 

This case satisfies me of the value of these rem- 
edies in that dreaded disease Diphtheria.'* 

•♦• 

Elixir lodo with Hvdraroyrl Bl-Ghlorlde in 

Syphilid. 

Letter from Dr. Salem Wilson, Iowa. 

The case of syphilis for which you prepared 
me some time since, the Elix. lodo-Bromide Cal- 
cium Couip., with Hydg. Bi-chloride, has pro- 
gressed very favorably, and what is astonishing 
to me, is that the improvement has been so rapid 
under this combination . I had, before using the 
Elixir tried all orms of hydrargyrum , without re- 
moving the disease, as it would return on the 
least exposure. The use of the Elixir for one 
month gave better results than all my medication. 
I am now satisfied that it was complicated with 
Scrofula, and, that the Elixir will remove and 
cure Scrofula I have become fully convinced, 
from its use in many moderate cases. The use 
of Hydrargyrum iu minute doses in combination, 
seem to at once neutralize or destroy the vestiges 
of specific poison, and clean the case up at once. 
There are cases that at times baffle all the skill a 
physician is possessed of, and I truly recommend 
them to try this in any such case. 
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Elixir lodo in Epilepsy. 

Extract from letter of Jambs Reed, Esq., M. 
D., of Beedsville, Mayor of Inverness, and War- 
den of Co. Megantic. Province of Quebec, Can- 
ada. March 20, 1875. 

** Your lodo Bromide of Calcium Comp'd. lias 
given me a great deal of satisfaction, and more 
particularly in one case of Epilepsy caused by 
Scrofula, and caries of the frontal bone. It was 
a desperate case and had been under the treat- 
ment of several medical men, including the Pres- 
ident of the Medical Association, of the Domin- 
ion of Canada. These practitioners had used 
Iodide of Potass, Donovan's Solution, and other 
medicines with very little effect. I put him un- 
der the ' 'Elixir lodo,'' using the Solution proper- 
ly diluted, as a topical application. He had been 
under this treatment but a short time when there 
was decided improvement in his general health 
— The apasma ceased, the sores discharged less 
profusely, and several pieces of frontal bone 
came away. The young man who is a merchant 
of considerable prominence, though not yet en- 
tirely cured, has been able for the past three 
months to attend to his business, much to the 
surprise of his friends, and particularly of the 
physicians who have heretofore attended him." 



•♦•■ 



lodo In Rheumatism. 

Extract from letter of Mr. M. Luther Sheets, 
Apothecary, Baltimore, Md, July 27, ^78. 

"I have been using considerable of your Solu- 
tion lodo in prescriptions, and one physician has 
had wonderful success with it. The patient, a 
woman aJUcted with rheumatism in the legs, had 
been pronounced incurable by our best surgeons, 
in a short time after using the lodo, regained 
partial use of the limb, which she had not had 
for some years. She had been left lying in one 
position, and when she got out of bed her leg 
was contracted. He at the same time used inter- 
nal remedies, but gave the solution the credit for 
most of the beneficial result/' 



Letter from W. H. H. Bbbsbn, M. D., Don- 
nelson, 111., June 29th, 1878. 

"I have been using the Elixir lodo Bromide of 
Calcium Comp. prepared by you, and find it the 
%ine qua non in chronic disease. We should class 
it as one of the finest blood medicines used. I 
find that your Firwein is an excellent remedy in 
all Lung affections. The patient will invariably 
call for it, saying that it does him more good than 



all other remedies. I am a constant reader of 
your Journal, and think it is to be classed the 
best of all of my Journals. My attention has 
just been called to Liquirizina, and find that it 
is a complete disguise for the administration for 
bitter medicines. I have tried most all of the so- 
called disguises, but have not got good results. " 



Elixir lodo and Firwein Items. 

J. V. Mbybrs & Co., Mt. Vernon, Iowa, say: 
"Our physicians prefer Tilden & Co's. Fluids and 
other preparations. The Elix. lodo is a great fa- 
vorite with them, and so also is the Firwein. 

Dr. C. L. Chambers, Tipton, lo., says: **Your 
Elixir lodo has done well for my patients. I 
have been very successful with it in sore throat 
of a Diphtheritic character; it is a good remedy 
in Scrofula and will never wear out'\ 

L. Atwatbr & Son, Prescription Druggists, 
Manchester, Iowa, say: *'The Elixir lodo and 
Firwein have a large sale with us. They give 
unbounded satisfaction to our physicians and to 
all who use them. They are the best remedies 
for what they are reconmiended, and are firmly 
rooted in the confidence of the medical frater- 
nity." 

Dr. B. H. Rbtnolds, Manchester, Iowa, says: 
** I have great confidence in Tilden & Co's prep- 
arations, and prefer them to all others; they 
never have failed me. The Elix. lodo and Fir- 
wein I use constantly in my practice, and for the 
diseases for which they are reconmiended, I 
know of no remedies in the whole range of Ma- 
teria Medica, that are more worthy of the confi- 
dence of the Medical Profession. 



>'#4«^ 



Diphtherine* 

Extract from letter of F. Clarke, M. D. , C. M., 
Physician and Surgeon, Utica, La Salle Co., Ills. » 
July 19, 1878. 

**Ihave tried your new remedy **Diphtherine," 
and it is an excellent medicine, and I purpose 
using it in every case of Sore Throat, Diphtheria, 
and Scarlet Fever that I may have to treat. I 
am very often troubled with a relaxed sore throat 
and I have never found any remedy relicTe it so 
well or so quickly as **Diphtherine". 



Bromo-Chloral um. 

Mr. F. D. Ellis, Forrestville, N. Y., says: **I 
have used Bromo-Chloralum for a long time in 
my business, and find it the best preparation I 
have ever had for preserving the dead.,, 
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Tllden'8 Preparations- 
Letter from E. G. Whbblbr, M. D. Middle- 
field, Mass., Aug. 7, 1878. 

**Gents: — Your Journal of Materia Medica is 
always a welcome visitor. I consider it one of 
the best, if not the best of medical journals pub- 
lished. 

Many of your medicines I have used for a 
number of years. Your preparations of lodo 
Bromide of Calcium Compound have become 
'house-hold words' to the medical profession. 
They will always stand upon their own merits. 
I will endeavor, as soon as I have leisure, to re- 
port to you some cases in which these remedies 
have proved remarkably successful. 

I always get a prompt and satisfactory re- 
sponse from your Fluid Extract of Ergot, ** For- 
mula 1874." 

Firwein is an invaluable medicine. 

Your Bromo-Chloralum is the best Deodorizer 
and Disinfectant I have ever found, and is high- 
ly beneficial in the treatment of many diseases 
and accidents almost daily met with by the prac- 
ticing physician. It will, undoubtedly, if it has 
not already, come into general use." 



■♦•<•- 



Extract from letter of Wm. EoeAB Cummings, 
M. D., Rockland, Me., July 30, 1878. 

**I consider your Fluid Extracts to be the^mr- 
est and best of any manufactured on the globe. 
Your **Bromo Chloralnm," in my opinion is the 
beat deodorizer and disinfectant, that could be 
devised, and I know that your Elix. lodo-Brom. 
Cal. Comp. is one of, if not tt^ beat medicine 
that can be made for the diseases for which you 
recomn end it. It is very pleasant to the taste, 
and when I have had an opportunity of pi escrib- 
ing it, its employment has been decidedly satis, 
factory. I have used it very extensively for 
something like two years or more, among my pa- 
tients, and in a case of long standing, dyspepsia 
together with general debility, female weakness, 
and angina pectoris. She has been an invalid 
for over 22 years, and has been obliged to keep 
her bed for the past 8 years, and I can safely say 
that your Elix. haa bean the only thing that haa 
kqi>t her alive for the peut two yearaf If she 
stops taking it for a short time, the disease will 
return : (she has taken in all 31 bottles of the 
Elixir). She says ** that she cannot get enough 
of it" and thinks that you ^'should be forever 
blessed for giving to the world such a wonderful 
medicine. '" I am in hopes tliat in time it will re- 
store her to health perfect.'' 



R. H. King, 79 Tudor St., Bridge Town, Bar- 
radoes, W. I., says: **I have used your Bronio- 
Chloralnm successfully as a disinfectant, it ''cant 
be beat." In a tropical country like this, decom- 
position comes on almost immediately after death. 
With one bottle of your "Bromo-Chloralum" I 
can defy decomposition, and will give you a hard 
square fact. 

A gentleman came here from Demerara in 
search of health, he died suddenly on the Slst 
of December; his wife wished to take his remains 
away. The case was placed in my hands, I took 
charge of the body, saturated the clothes well 
with ''Bromo-Chloralum," placed it in a metal 
coffin, then into a dressed coffin, and brought it 
to my house ; it has now been here with my fiun- 
ily eleven days, and will remain until the 20th 
for shipment to Demerara. I could not carry on 
my business successfully without your "Broino- 
Chloralum, " which I import regularly. You may 
publish this if you wish. 



Extract from letter of A. V. CuNiraffGHAM, M. 
D., Zelienople, Butler Co., Pa,, June 14th, 1878. 

"I would not be without the Journal for thrice 
the amount of subscription." 



• ♦♦ 



Belladonna and Conium. 

An investigation involving the comx>arative ef- 
fects of Belladonna and Conium, induced the ar- 
rangement of the comparative specific effects we 
publish on page 160, which will not only be in- 
teresting to our readers but maybe highly useful 
in determining which remedy, in si>ecific cases 
may have been given, or ought to be given, to 
produce certain effects. 

•#■ 

Pruritus Vulvse. 

Letter from F. R. Millard, M. D., San Diego, 
Cal., July 27, 1878. 

" Gents: — In the June No. of the Journal you 
give several prescriptions for Pruritus Vulv», all 
of which I have round to give relief, and often 
to fail. 

I do not know who first prescribed $ Tinct. 
Oleum Menthffi Piperit» as a lotion in this affec- 
tion, but I have used it for ten or twelve years 
and it has seldom failed. 

In the Pruritus accompanying pregnancy, I do 
not now remember a single ftdlure. The above 
$. may not be new to the younger M. D^s., but 
I have met many old ones who had never tried it. 



EiT'CorrespoDdents will oblige by writing plainly 
their namea^ Tbtm, County and State, We are 
frequently unable to answer letters became thi 
are omitted. 
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LencocythaBinia —Apoplexy and Hemi- 
plegia -Carcinoma of Stomach. 

A CLINICAL LECTUBB DELIVERBD IN BELLBVUB 

HOSPITAL, 

BY AUSTIN FLINT, M. D., 

PROF. OF THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICB OF 

MEDICINE AND CLINICAL IfBDIOINE IN THE 

BBLLBVUB HOSPITAL MBDICAL COLLSaB. 

LBUCOCYTH-fiMIA — LBUK^MIA — PERNICIOUS 
ANiEiaA — DIAGNOSIS— PROGNOSIS — ^INDICA- 
TIONS FOR TREATMENT. 

Obntlbmbn: — This case belongs in a grou]> 
of cases whioh are of maoh interest and impor- 
tance, as well as of much obscarity. In the 
groap of cases to which I refer, the most prom- 
inent feature is a persistent, progressive, and 
generally fatal ansBmia. 

Some forty or fifty years ago, Dr. Addison, 
whose name is connected with one of the forms 
of disease belonging to this group, gave a very 
graphic description of what he termed *Hdio 
pathic fatal anaemia." He also described cer 
tain cases of idiopathic anaemia characterized 
by a dark discoloration of the skin — that form 
of discoloration of the skin familiarly know)i 
as Addison's disease. 

Some thirty years ago, Virchow, of Berlin, 
and Bennett, of Edinburg, described an affec 
tion to which they gave the name of leukaem 
ia (Virchow), and leucocytbaemia (Bennett) . 
The cases also which those observers described 
belong to this group. Both of these gentle 
men called attention particularly to the faci 
that in the cases to which they alluded ther« 
was a marked increase in the number of white 
corpuscles in the blood, together with a 
marked diminution in the number of red cor 
puscles. 

The alterations with reference to the corpus- 
cular elements of the blood in this disease an- 
very great. In extremely marked cases, the 
proportion of white to red blood- corpuscles if 
reduced to one in twenty, whereas in healtL 
the number of red blood-corpuscles vastly ex- 
ceeds that of the white. 



Subsequently it was found that certain cases 
presented the general characteristics of lenco- 
oythflBmia, but in them this change gin the 
blood was not observed. To this class of oases 
the same observers applied the name ^^pseu- 
do-leuoocythsBmia " and " pseudo-leukaemia." 
Tliey aJso are characterized by progressive 
and marked anaemia. 

Something over forty years ago Dr. Hodg- 
kin described a class of cases in whioh there 
was a notable enlargement of the lymphatic 
glands throughout the body. He was the first 
to call attention to that feature, and the dis- 
ease is now known under the name *^ Hodg- 
kin's disease." 

In this disease also the most prominent fea- 
ture is anaemia, marked in degree and progres- 
sive. 

There is, then, a group of cases which has 
one common feature, ana that is a progressive 
and persistent ancemia. There is a certain 
degree of analogy between these cases, al- 
though they differ in some respects > Concern- 
ing either one of these affections belonging to 
this group, our pathological knowledge is in- 
complete, and just how far they are identical 
and in what essential particulars they differ, 
is now difficult to say. 

We have before us a case to which the 
name leucocythaemia can be applied, and by 
means of the microscopes now ready to be 
passed around, you will be able to observe 
the blood and see the predominance of the 
white corpuscles. 

Within the last few years a class of cas( s 
has been described under the term ^'pernicious 
anaemia." It is called pernicious to distinguisa 
it from cases of anaemia, common enough, 
which do not possess, as a rule, any very great 
gravity, and in which the affection of the 
blood is Bsually amenable to appropriate treat- 
ment. 

Cases of leucocythaemia differ in the follow- 
ing respects: in some cases there is notable 
enlargement of the spleen ; in other cases 
there is notable enlargement of the lymphatic 
glands in different parts of the body. Some, 
therefore, have divided the cases of leucocy- 
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tbsBmia, and have made a divifiion based upon 
these points of difference. 

Bat we meet with c^ses of pernicious pro- 
gressive idiopathic ansBmia in which we do 
not find leucocythsemia ; neither enlargement 
of the spleen, nor enlargement of the lympha- 
tic fflands, in which, in fact, all that is discov- 
ered is the existence of the anaemic condition. 
It so happens that such a case came under my 
observation a few days ago, and at the autop- 
sy nothing was found by which the anesmic 
condition could be explained. 

I will next read the history of the case be- 
fore us this afternoon: The patient's name is 
Smith, and he is sixty one years of age. He 
is a machinist by occupation, and was admit 
ted to the hospital nearly two months ago. 
His father diea of consumption ; his mother 
of old age. He has three sisters and one 
brother, but there is nothing specially notable 
in their medical history. The patient has 
been a hard-working man and also a iard drink- 
er. Some years ago he had gonorrhcBa, but 
there is no syphilitic history. He had acute 
articular rheumatism when nineteen years old, 
snd was confined to the bed three months, 
he has never had a secoLd acute attack, but 
has had several subacute attacks of the same 
disease. He had three attacks of intermittent 
fever when a young man. About three years 
ago he began to feel unuEiual fatigue after or 
dinary exertion. He was troubled with slight 
dyspnoea on going upstairs, and his feet were 
somewhat oedematous. Although the anaemic 
symptoms were progresf^ive, he kept at work 
until about /(mr^6€n months ago, when he first 
noticed a peculiar enlargement of the abda 
men. A hard, ridge-like enlargement was 
found occupying the upper portion of the ab- 
domen, to the left of the median line. There 
was some pain over the tumor. He had nev- 
er bad any pain over the region of the liver. 
The patient ceased work on account of increas- 
ing debility and dyspnoea. He became slight 
ly jaundiced. He has never had any hemor- 
rhages, nor vomiting, nor diarrhoea, nor bron- 
chitis. He has had considerable oedema of 
the feet, but to some extent that has di-«ap- 
peared. He has not had general dropsy. 
There has been some febrile movement at 
night. The items of special interest in the 
clinical history of the ca»e at present are dysp- 
noea, oedema of the lower extremities and gen- 
eral debility, together with a marked increase 
of the relative number of white blood-corpus- 
cles and a corresponding diminution of the 
red corpuscles. His bowels are constipated. 
There is no albumen in the urine. There i^ a 
maiked enlargement of the spleen, and the 
lymphatic glands in the groin are also some- 
what enlarged. The heart is displaced up- 



ward, the lungs are normal, and the liver is 
very slightly increased in size. 

As we look at the patient we see that his 
face presents a distinctly anaemic appearance, 
with a slight tint of sallowness. J^Yom the 
appearance of his face we might naturally 
suspect that he is the sbject of malarious ca- 
chexia. Directing attention to the abdomen, 
I feel very distinctly the margin of a solid tu- 
mor ; there is a sense of resistance when pres- 
sure is made, which indicates the presence of 
a solid body. The long diameter of the tum- 
or extends from the upper border of the 
spleen to the pelvis. By manipulation, the 
hilus of the spleen can be recognized. The 
apex of the heart is beating in uiQfovrth in- 
tercostal space, and a little to the left of the 
normal position. There is a systolic murmur 
in the arteries. 

TYMPANITIC RESONANCE CONVEYED BY A SOLID 

"OBGAN. 

I will here take occasion to remind you that 
tympanitic resonance can be conveyed to some 
distance by a solid organ, i his is very well 
illustrated in this case. As you see, the mar- 
gin of the tumor can be distinctly made out 
by palpation ; but, as I make percussion, the 
tympanitic note obtained upon the right side 
of the abdomen is conveyed to a considerable 
distance beyond the border of the solid body. 
This IS an important point to be taken into 
consideration in determining whether any 
change has taken place in the size of the sol- 
id organ. We have to deal then, in this in- 
stance, with a distinct case of leucooythsemia 
with marked enlargement of the spleen . It 
is, therefore, a case of the splenic variety of 
that affection. 

There is much that might be said with ref- 
erence to the pathology of the disease, but I 
will simply say that, m view of the leuoocy- 
uhaemic condition of the blood, we naturally 
enough direct our atteniion to those organs 
in which the formation of red blood-corpus- 
cles takes place. The spleen is believed to be 
one of those organs. Our knowledge as to 
the exact manner in which the red blood glob- 
ules are formed is yet, for the most part, the- 
oretical. 

It is most important and interesting to the 
patient to know what is to be done, and how 
much can be done towards effecting a cure. 
In a clinical aspect, the indications for treat- 
ment are distinct. Our object is to develop 
an appetite and promote digestion and assimi- 
lation, for the purpose of improving the con- 
dition of the blood. 

These are the plain indications for treat- 
ment. Cases of this kind, as a rule, steadily 
progress, no real improvement taking place. 
Prognosis is unfavorable. Yet it is proper, 
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as far as possible, to follow ont the eyideot 
indications* Chalybeate tonics may be msed, 
with the hope that they may in some way 
contribute to the formation of red blood-cor- 
puscles and a corresponding diminution of the 
white corpuscles. The termination of these 
oasesjb by gradual or rapid asthenia, or by 
syncope. 

By way of diagnosis, I will remark that the 

feneral condition of the patient characterized 
y progressive ansBmia is suggestive of malig- 
nant disease. Taking into view the inf requen- 
cy of leucocythsBmia, we should examine all 
parts of the body with special reference to the 
existence of carcinoma. The anaemia, the 
dropsical effusion, and the general debility are 
all consistent with the existence of malignant 
disease, and when we are able to exclude this 
condition, our attention may be turned to 
wards aoaemia pernicious in character. I 
think cases of leucocythaemia with propriety 
may be embraced under the general term per- 
nicious ansemia. 

APOPLEXY AND HEMIPLEGIA — CAUSES — DIFFER 
BNTIAL DIAGNOSIS BETWEEN CEREBRAL HEM 
ORRHAGE AND EMBOLISM— INDICATIONS FOR 
TREATMENT — NOTABLE SYMPTOMS. 

We will now turn our attention from this 
subject to one quite different in character, 
which will be illustrated by this case. 

We have here a case of hemiplegia follow- 
ing an attack of apoplexy. The patient is a 
widow, 70 years of age, a domestic, and was 
admitted to the hospital on the 22nd inst. 
No family or personal history can be obtained. 
She was quite well up to the morning of the 
21st, when, while sitting in a chair, she sud- 
denly became unconscious, fell to the floor, 
and was found to be paralyzed upon the right 
side, and unable to speak. She was unable 
to 8 wallow,. and this is a feature of the case 
which is interesting and unusual. Of course 
a patient in intense coma may not be able to 
swallow, but when the coma subsides the pow- 
er of deglutition returns. In this case, even 
after the patient has recovered to a certain ex- 
tent, there is great difficulty, almost amount- 
ingto inability to swallow. 

Her condition remained unchanged until ad- 
mission. When admitted she was in a semi- 
unconscious state, and the right side of her 
face, her right arm, and her right leg were 
paralyzed. There was more motion in the 
leg than in the arm, which is the rule unless 
both are completely paralyzed. There was 
marked rigidity of the right arm and leg, and 
sensation was notably impaired upon the right 
side of the body. The right eye was not so 
closely shut as the left, ana was suffused and 
conger •" 1. The right <. heek was more flaccid 
than tb»- left, and the right correr of the 



mouth was lower than the left. The patient 
did not speak, but seemed to comprehend 
some words which were spoken to her. 

She was unable to put out her tongue, but 
would make an effort to bring it out with the 
left hand. She continually put her hand to 
the side of her head, as if in pain. This point 
is important as bearing upon the hemiplegic 
condition. The pulse was slow, the respira- 
tion normal, and the temperature 100° F. 
Her nutrition was good. The liver and spleen 
were normal. No signs of general bronchitis 
were present. The patient yawned, a thing 
that not infrequently occurs with patients with 
various cerebral affections. The urine was 
normal. 

The treatment consisted in the administra- 
tion of two drops of croton oil, which pro- 
duced two free evacuations from the bowels, 
and the introduction of milk and whiskey into 
the stomach by means of the stomach pump. 
She also received three nutritive enemas at 
intervals of four hours. The first was not re- 
tained. Half an hour before the second was 
given a suppository containing tannic acid 
was used, and the remaining nutritive enemas 
were retained. 

On the 22nd inst., at 7.30 p. m , the temper- 
ature in the right axilla was 100° F. ; in the 
left axilla, 97f F. There is no special impor- 
tant practical conclusion to be based upon 
this, but it is a noticeable clinical fact. At 9 
p. M . the temperature in the right axilla was 
100° F.; and m the left, 95^ F. ; at 11.80 p.m., 
in the right axilla the temperature was 97° F., 
and in the left, 95° F. On the 23d morning, 
right axilla 100^° F., left axUla 99° F.; at 6 
p. m., right axilla, 100° F., left, 98° F.; at 8.30 
p. M., right axilla, 99° F., left, 98° F.; at 11 
p. M., right axilla, 98f ° F., left, 98° F. 

From the record it is seen that the temper- 
ature was raised upon the affected side as the 
result of the paralysis. Bowels constipated. 
Urine drawn with catheter. 

On the 24th inst., patient in about the same 
condition as on the day previous. The same 
difference in the temperature upon the two 
sides of the body continued. On the 25th 
inst., the temperature in the right axilla, in 
the morning, was 100° F., and in the left, 98^° 
F. In the evening of the same day the tem- 
pera' u e ' ^hft right axilla was 99° and 97° F. 
while up unaffected side the tempera- 

ture in r xilla rose to 100° and 100 4^° F. 
Here was a .iistinct elevation of temperatare 
upon the miaffected tide. On the 26th inst., 
the temperature in the right axilla was 99 J° 
and 98 J°, while upon the left side it was 100^° 
100°, and 98f ° F. 

Thus, you see, there was, up to yesl- rday 
evening, an elevation of temperature upon the 
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affected Bide, but then there was exactly the 
reverse ; the temperature upon the affected 
side was falling to a trifle below the normal 
and upon the anaffected side rising as high as 

There are points in this case which possess 
a certain amount of interest, and I shall di- 
rect yonr attention to this question : What is 
the cause of the apoplectic seizure, and of 
this paralysis ? In attempting to answer that 
question, we must first place before our minds 
the different conditions which may produce 



apoplexy and hemiplegia. We are limited in 
iUe answer to this question by the fact that 
we have apoplexy followed by hemiplegia. 



That fact enables us to exclude certain causes 
of apoplexy without hemiplegia. For exam- 
ple, we are able to exclude meningeal hemor- 
rhage, which would produce apoplexy, but 
not necessarily hemiplegia. In fact, the dif- 
ferential diagnosis in cases like this resolves 
itself into the almost exclusive consideration 
of two conditions. The various affections 
which might cause coma more or less gradu- 
ally are readily excluded. We can throw 
out of consideration meningitis, tumor, and 
probably thrombosis. 

The two conditions between which x* e are 
to decide are these: embolism and cerebral 
hemorrhage. 

Let us consider what the points are in this 
case which favor the one or the other of these 
conditions. 

In both the attack occurs f>uddenly. In 
both loss of consciousness may be absolutely 
complete. In both we expect the occurrence 
of hemiplegia. In the first place, embolism 
involves, as a rule, the existence of cardiac 
diseaes or the formation of thrombus in the 
heart. It is therefore important to determine 
whether or not disease of the heart is present. 
In this case there is no disease of the heart 
represented by physical signs. That is one 
point against embolism. The age of the pa- 
tient is another point against embolism. Em- 
bolism, it is true, may occur in all ages, but it 
is more likely to occur in early or middle life, 
whereas cerebral hemorrhage occurs only rarer 
ly in middle or early life, but, in the very 
great majority of instances, after the middle 
and in the later periods of life. 

Does the fact with reference to the side up 
on which the hemiplegia occurs have any 
bearing upon this question ? It is of some as- 
sistance. In much the larger portion of cases, 
when the hemiplegia proceeds from embolism, 
it affects the right side of the body. 

In a considerable proportion of cases, hem- 
iplegia produced by cerebral hemorrhage is 
upon the right side of the body. 

Again, it has now hoenjlve days since this 



patient had her apoplectic seizure. In most 
cases of sudden loss of consciousness and 
hemiplegpla from embolism, there is a more 
distinct improvement as regards intelligence 
md paralysis than has taken place in this case. 
The fact, then, that this patient, after this 
number of days, has regained only in so limi- 
ted a degree ner mental power, and has im- 
proved so little, if at all, in her paralysis, is 
very strong evidence in favor of cerebral hem- 
orrhage and against embolism. These are the 
more important points which are involved in 
the question of differential diagnosis. The 
conclusion which we reach, then, is this : that 
in all probability we have to deal with a case 
of apoplexy and hemiplegia produced by cere- 
bral hemorrhage. There is another point, but T 
am not sure that we can bring it to bear very 
strongly in this case ; perhaps we can to some 
extent. If we have hemorrhage in the brain, 
we have a clot formed. This clot constitutes 
a foreign body and excites around it a certain 
imount of circumscribed inflammation. Con- 
Hequently there is likely to be some pain refer- 
able to tne head, if the patient is conscious of 
it In this instance it is a fair presumption 
that the patient has had some pain, for at^ one 
time she indicated it by carrying the left hand 
to the head very frequently. Moreover, with 
this circumscribed inflammation about the clot, 
there is likely to be some fever as indicated by 
the temperature and the pul^e, and occasionally 
slight delirium occurs. When these symp- 
toms are present they seem to me to point to 
cerebral hemorrhage in contrast with embo- 
linm. In this case we find that there has been 
elevation of temperature upon the unaffected 
side of the body. There has been elevation 
of temperature upon the affected Hide, but the 
effect of the paralyzed conditian is to increase 
the temperature ; hence, we cannot take it as 
evidence of inflammatory action, but when it 
occurs upon the unaffected side, we can, per- 
haps, take it as evidence of increased temper- 
ature produced by iuflammatory action. 

These are the points which go to corrobor- 
ate the diagnosis of apoplexy and hemiplegia 
produced by cerebral hemorrhage. I will add 
that the indications for treatment are very sim- 
ple. The patient is to be nourished, and this 
is being done by the introduction of food into 
the stomach and the rectum. Proper pallia- 
tive remedies may be used as the symptoms 
indicating their employment may arise. When 
recovery has taken place to a certain extent, 
the object of treatment will be to cause return 
of will-power through the paralyzed muscles. 

[The case was presented two weeks later. 
There was considerable improvement. The 
patient could, swallow and had considerable 
control over the affected lower extremity, with 
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a moderate amount of control over the apper 
-extremity. She bad recovered from the im- 
mediate effect of the extravasation. Aphasia 
was apparently complete ] 

<CABCIN0MA OF THB STOM iCH — PBOBABLK ULCBB- 
ATION — INDICATIONS FOB TBBATMBNT. 

The next case which I present to you is J. 
6 y »t. 40, a carman, and he says he has been 
fiick five or six months. Oa questioning him, 
we find that his chief ailment relates to the 
etomach. He has had pain, which he refers 
to that region ; not severe, but a dull, heavy 
pain. He has vomited almost daily during the 
time in which he has been sick ; he has vomi- 
ted from one to two hours after taking food ; 
be has never vomited blood ; he feels distress 
in the stomach after taking food, and feels a 
sense of relief after the vomiting has occurred. 
iBEe has lost in weight between thirty and 
forty pounds. 

Vomiting, in the first place, occurring in a 
man, and, in the second place, persistently, as 
in this case, implies some affection of the 
stomach. In young subjects, especially wom- 
en, vomiting may persist for a very long time 
and yet be purely a functional affection. 

What this patient says relative to the oc- 
oarrence of vomiting at a certain time after 
the ingestion of food, and the act of vomiting 
1>eing followed by relief, is a fact of consider- 
able importance. The natural interpretation 
is this : there is a condition of the stomach 
which renders it unduly susceptible to the 
presence of aliment. It occasions disiress 
while it remains in the stomach ; but when, 
finally, vomiting has been excited and the of 
fending material has been removed, there 
comes a sense of relief. Such symptoms point 
to ulcer of the stomach. In acute gastritis or 
even in. chronic gastritis, if vomiting takes 
place after taking food,. it oocur^ more quick- 
ly than in this case. 

The aspect of this patient is not that of an 
unhealthy man. What we are to look for in 
euch a case as this is either ulcer or carcino- 
ma. If carcinoma, ulceration is likely to be 
a concomitant. Upon what are we to base 
our diagnosis? We are to depend upon what 
we discover by manual examination. If we 
are unable to find any tumor which we can re- 
fer to the stomach, the probabilities will be in 
favor of gastric ulcer. If, on the contrary, 
we do find a tumor that can ba connected 
with the stomach, taking this history as given 
to us by the patient, we may make positive 
diagnosis of carcinoma of the stomach with 
ulceration. We say carcinoma with ulceration 
because the distress and vomiting after taking 
food, relate to the ulceration, which is concom- 
itant to the carcinoma. 

Physical examination, — It does not require 



much examination to determine that this man 
has an abdominal tumor which is not at all de- 
sirable. It can be completely isolated from 
the liver. It is rather movable. It is lobula- 
ted. It is in the neighborhood of the pylorus. 
The mobility of such tumors depends upon 
the extent to which attachments have been 
made to the surroundmg parts. Associating 
what we find here with the history of the case, 
we need feel no hesitancy in making the diag- 
nosis of the carcinoma of the stomach. 

With reference to treatment, it is merely 
palliative. Pain in this instance is a symptom 
to be palliated ; so also is the vomiting. I 
should say, prescribing for the patient as now 
presented, that some form of opium is indica- 
ted. I prefer to use codeia, for the reason 
that it is much less liable to produce disagree- 
able after-effects than are some of the other 
preparations of opium. I should recommend, 
therefore, that this man take i of a grain of 
codeia twice a dav. — Medical Record, 
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Treatment of Chronic Intermittent 

Fever. 

BY J. B. BLACK, M. D., NBWABK, O. 

The progress of therapeutics in the two last 
decades has not been commensurate with the 
other departments of medicine, nor at all flatter- 
ing to us as its custodians. Histology, surgery, 
ophthalmology and gynecology have far out- 
stripped therapeutics in this respect. Except 
as to chloral, cod liver oil, bromide of potassa 
and a few other remedies of minor note, we 
of to-day differ but little, or do not have much 
better instrumentalities for the cure of disease 
than our predecessors. True, many articles 
of the materia medica are better prepared, 
more convenient and less nauseous, all of 
which conduces more to their agreeableness 
than to an increase of the therapeutical vir- 
tues. 

That therapeutical improvement moves very 
slowly — any one can readily see by examining 
almost any of the leading articles of Ziems- 
sen's Cyclopedia. The wealth of description 
as to all the phases of morbid action, the thor- 
ough analysis of its pathology and pathogeny 
involuntarily lead one to think such a master- 
ly grasp of disease must certainly be able to 
give us something new and better as to its 
,jure — the great goal of all our work. Keen 
disappointment first, then a thought akin to 
contempt at such barren and impractical learn- 
ing arises in the mind. Yet all our critics 
lave little to say of the work — save that 
vhich is eulogistic —largely I must avow as it 
ippears to me, because it is a foreign work. 
£f we turn tD our journals for evidin 5e of ther- 
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apeutical progress we find them often bur- 
dened with the report of nniqae variations of 
disease instead of a better methodus medendi- 
all but useless in a practical point of view, 
and with wearisome researches often, indeed 
generally, of contradictory import as to mor- 
bid histology, until one is led again and again 
to ask, where do we stand, or what do we cer 
tainly know, or of all of it, in its therapeuti- 
cal aspects, cui bono? For the last quarter of 
a century I have endeavored to follow the upB 
and downs through fogs and morasses in the 
search of the ultimate in the pathology and 
pathogeny of consumption, and feel fain to 
say that at this moment I am not a whit wis 
er than when I began, nor a whit more skill- 
ful in its treatment, than those who have ig- 
nored all I have stmdied. In reality, my no- 
tions thereon are if anything more confused 
and indefinite than when I began to have any. 

To my mind the aim and objects of morbid 
histology have an ill comprehended bearing, 
one from which is expected far too much. By 
the use of the microscope and other applian- 
ces we are able to see a little fuither how a 
blade cf grass grows, but the why, is, and for- 
ever will re, as far off as ever. By the same 
means are we able to discern somewbai soon- 
er, its very minute or earlier beginning, but 
nothing more. Just so is it with the histolo- 
gy of disease. It is valueless except as a 
means of earlier and surer diagnosis. Its 
most careful study will not reveal the point 
of departure from the healthy to the morbid 
state, nor the why of a morbid process, still 
less why this or that agent will modify an ab- 
normal process for good or for ill. 

Looking at my mind introspectively I im- 
agine that my therapeutical advancement has 
been at least equal, if not greater than that 
in any other department of medicine. In 
large part is this doubtless owing to the en-' 
largement and ripening of experience, yet 
that this does not include the whole of it, am 
I made aware by a comparison of my methods 
with those laid down in contemporary litera- 
ture. In reality, it seems as if there were 
sound reasons for believing that the advance 
of therapeutical methods is far greater than 
it appears on paper. In other words, the ad- 
vances in this department aro more largely 
personal than in any other do: a unent of 
medicine, and are not even as a ru'e commun- 
icated to the press, nor even larg.ly to envir 
oning physicians. There is some justification 
for this reticence in the fact that quacks prof- 
it quite as much if not more by such revela- 
tions of progress than any other class. Few 
of them are bold enough to attempt to carry 
out the recent improvements in surgery and 
gyne^'olcgy ; as with thepe is largely inher- 



ent the skill of the operator — not to be readi- 
attempted by any one who reads and runs. 
Though it is not desirable to throw pearls be- 
fore swine, and such swine too that make a 
speciality of maligning us to the popul ar eye 
— yet if we are rich enough, and I think we 
are, not to miss what is given away — the well 
tested verities of practice should be mutually 
interchanged. Shrewd old Sam. Johnson said 
that no one but a fool writes for anything but 
money, a sayiuj? that seems peculiarly appli- 
cable to this utilitarian age, yet I have got so 
in the habit of acting the fool that I am at it 
from the pure force of habit. 

What I have learned in the field of experi- 
ence as to the best mode of managing — what 
often puzzles the practitioner, the cure of 
chronic intermittent fever, or more properly^, 
the mode of preventing the fever Deooroing 
chronic, is the outcome of no little observa- 
tion. 

Twenty, or more years ago, having been less 
successful in the management of this and 
some other lingering diseases than some illiter- 
ate practitioners, and the same lack of com- 
parative success having been observed again 
and again in the practice of others as well or 
better educated than myself, I was led to en- 
quire on what the superior management of the 
former depended. It is humiliating to be less 
skilful than one's ostensible peers, out to be 
compelled to acknowledge that men quite ig- 
norant of the fundamentals of scientific medi- 
cine should be able to cure some chronio dis- 
eases better than the well educated physician 
is enough to mantle one's face with shame and 
mortification. Such at least were my emo- 
tions, and I determined not to rest in study 
until I would be, not on the same plane mere- 
ly, but above that of illiterates so far as the 
management of any lingering malady was con- 
cerned, as it was in this that they nearly al- 
H^ays and only excelled. 

For many years empirics in medicine have 
devoted themselves to the department of 
chronic diseases as if it were their own do- 
main, so much so, that for any regular physi- 
cian to take it up is to make him savor of the 
class that have made such diseases their only 
specialty. But I for one have never been wil- 
ling thus to relegate chronic diseases to the il* 
literate, or like an old friend of mine to thank 

God for a Dr. F , who takes all that class 

of cases off his hands. 

It will not be denied, granting that we are 
every now and then outwitted by others in a 
more successful management of some linger- 
ing diseases, that such a result goes very far 
to blot out in the popular mind much of our 
claims as t^e genuine exponents and dispens- 
ers of scientific practice. The masses judge 
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of medical merit far more by results or cures 
than by learned words, indeed, it is to them 
al>out the only test of rival worth in things 
medical, and to treat the triumphs of the illit- 
erate with scouting ridicule is to strengthen 
more than to weaken their hold upon the con- 
fidence of the public. To fall back upon our 
dignity in such instances is simply a puerile 
inanity; the only true course being to ascer 
tain the secret of one's success, and of anoth- 
er's failure. 

It is presumed that almost every physician 
lias had to listen to the details of some dojtor's 
failure to cure this or that disease, and of an- 
other's prompt success, and while some allow- 
ance should usually be made for other factors 
of recovery than tne drugs adminislerei, yet 
there are without doubt, very many cases in 
^which the therapeutical measures have ap- 
plied the predominant part. Assuredly, the 
evidence of a better method of cure is nearly 
always stronger aud indisputable in the man- 
agement of chronic than of acute maladies. 
One physician after another has had ample 
opportunity to exercise his skill only to fail 
ingloriously, while another meets with imme 
diate success. Surely this is as decisive evi- 
dence of the relation of cause to effect as the 
physician can ordinarily hop 3 to see. True, 
there is little value to be attached to single ca- 
ses ; time and a lar^e numberof cases are of 
ten indispensable to a mature judgment as to 
the superiority of one plan of treat meat over 
another. In fact, no eitimate of any worth 
as to the power of remedy over disease is of 
value until it has been verified by observation 
in a large number of instances, and its exact 
powers and adaptations definitely determined . 

TJndae haste cannot be laid to the charge 
of the plan of treatment I have to recommead 
for obstinate intermittents. la the be-rinning 
of my supervision over this disease I followed 
the stereotyped routine of administering an 
active cholagogue cathartic, thou quinine to 
arrest the paroxysm. After which bitters of 
various kinds such as of peruvian bark, box- 
wood, etc., etc. were ordered. If these 
proved insufficient, which they often did, then 
a repetition of about the same medicines were 
ordered in larger doses, with perhaps au ad 
ditional portio fi of quinine every morning be- 
fore leaving the house. Now and then in un- 
usually obstinate ca^es, Fowler's or Hall's so- 
lution was tried, with such other treatmeat 
as the nature of the case^seemed to reqaire. 
My success was far from that which every 
physician desires, and I contented myself and 
relieved my chagrin by laying the blame of 
failure upon the indiscretions of the patient. 
Like others I would be induced every now 
and then totrj some new cure highly vaunted 



through the press, only however to find it as 
unsatisfactory or more so than the old. In 
some instances doubtless this arose from a 
difference in the grade of morbid tendency 
and tensity. Observers whose judgment and 
skill are beyond doubt have related the entire- 
ness of the success of this or that method. 
This, in addition to personal observation in 
widely separated latitudes has convinced me 
that what may be quite successful in one reg- 
ion may prove very unsuccessful in another. 
In other words the plan of treatment found 
entirely efficacious in New England or in the 
non-malarious regions of this State — is quite 
otherwise in the intensely malarious, and that 
even the readiness with which the disease 
yields one year furnishes no assurance that 
the same will occur next year. This has ref- 
erence, however, more to dosage and substi- 
tutes than method. I have no faith that the 
doses of medicine equal to the arrest of inter- 
mittents in the 40° latitude would be equally 
efficacious in 20°. In some regions where in- 
termittents have a mild prevalence, medical 
reporters assure us that cinchonidia, oincho- 
nine and quinidia are quite as effioacious as 
as quinine for the arrest of periodicity. When 
the disease is mildly prevalent, as during the 
vernal months of the year, I have found them 
to act quite satisfactorily, but wholly unreli- 
able during the autumnal months. Again and 
again have I been chagrined and mortified 
that a complete remission of fever for eight 
or twelve hours had not been rendered perma- 
nent under such treatment. In having to fall 
back upon quinine so often I have learned to 
regard it as an agent that rarely fails to ac- 
complish all desired by its administration, to 
look upon its lauded substitutes with suspic- 
ion, and to be firm in the determination not 
again to be led to try alleged equal or better 
agents on the recommendation of inexperi- 
enced and foreign observers. 

(7b be Continued), 
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Caffeine as a Diuretic. 

Prof. Gubler asserts that caffeine and the 
other alkaloids analogous to it, such as theine, 
mentheine, etc., are excellent diuretics. They 
act very rapidly, and are particularly useful 
in cases where other medicaments can no lon- 
ger be tolerated. He gives these alkaloids in 
doses of from four to eight grains a day. The 
following formula is the one U3uilly employed 
by Prof. Gubler: 
ft. Caffeine (or theine or mentheine) gr. vijss. 

Syrap. menthse | j. 

Aquae melissse § ijss. 

M. 
Medical R cord. 
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Coto-Bark, Cotoln, Paracotoin. 

Shortly alter the appearance ot jaborandi, 
anotber drug of probably equal importance 
was introduced from Brazil and Bolivia. Its 
definite specific propetties in several diseases 
render it likely that it will occupy a prominent 
position in our materia medica and will verv 
soon be adopted into the pharmacopoeia. It 
is not yet definitely known from what tree the 
Goto-bark is derived. Some suppose it be- 
longs to the lauracesB or terebinthacesB, whilst 
others think it originates from the piperacesB. 
Its peculiar action renders the latter view 
most probable. It occurs in commerce in ir- 
regularly brc ken, flattened or slightly curved 
pieces, 0.2 — 0.3 meters in length and 8 — 14 
millimetres in thickness. It has a reddish 
cinnamon -brown color, an aromatic odor, a pe- 
culiar biting taste, slightly bitter, but not par- 
ticularly astringent. Whittstein (Archiv.f. 
Pharmacie) found the principal ingredients 
to be an aethereal oil, a fiuid alkaloid with a 
herring-like odor resembling that of propyla- 
min, a eoft and a solid resin. According to 
Jobst, the bark contains about 1.5 per cent of 
a crystallizable substance called cotoin, which 
can be extracted by ether. From water it is 
extracted in small quadrilateral prisms of a 
pale yellow color ; irom alcohol in prisms of 
larger size. These have a pungent taste and 
neutral reaction ; cotoin is slightly soluble iii 
cold, readily in warm water, ether and alco 
hoi. The same chemist stated that after his 
examination of the first specimens, a second 
supply was received, from which he extracted 
a somewhat similar cryf-tallizable body in yel- 
lowish, flattened crystals. In this specimen 
however the peculiar pungency of cotoin was 
not observed, i or was its solubility so great. 
Jobst gave this the name "paracotoin," and 
remarked concerning it that there was a simi- 
larity between this bark and the cinchona bark, 
where with very little external difference in 
appearance we may extract quinine, cinchoni- 
dm or cinchonin. Merk gives the following 
distinction between cotoin and paracotoin: co 
toin is soluble in hot water, melting immedi 
ately therein ; paracotoin, on the contrary, is 
only slightly soluble, requiring long continued 
boiling. Upon the addition of nitric acid, co- 
toin turns red, paracotoin green. Besides, the 
solubility of the two differs widely in alcohol 
and ether. 

Coto was first tested clinically in Germany 
by Prof. Gietl, of Munich. His experiments 
were made in part with the powdered bark 
and in part with an alcoholic tincture (one 

Eart bark to nice of 85 per cent alcohol), and 
is cor elusion was that in this agent we pos- 
sessed a specific in various forms of diarrhoea. 



Dr. Riecker, of Stuttgart, experimented more- 
fuUy and came to similar conclusions. 
Recent issues of our German exchanges con- 
tain the best accounts of this agent which 
have thus far appeared. Two of these reports 
are especially noteworthy and we shall there- 
fore present abstracts of them. The first is a 
Directe Mittheilung to the Allgemeine Medi- 
cinische Central Zeitung^ Na 55, 1878, by 
Dr* Fronmuller, who states that during th& 
past year he has employed coto and its prep- 
arations therapeutically, two hundred times. 
Of 143 cases he has carefully tabulated state- 
ments of the results obtained. The maladies 
from which these 143 patients suffered were, 
pulmonary tuberculosis 62, typhus 38, catar- 
rhal diarrhoea 12, acute articular rheumatism 
8, gastric catarrh 6, pneumonia 6, uterine col- 
ic 3, bronchitis 2, oedema of the feet 3, rheu- 
ma 1, anorexia 1, diphtheria 1, albuminuria 1. 
lu 03 of these cases there was severe colliqua- 
tive diarrhoea, and in 91 profuse sweating, al- 
so colliquative ; both these complications very 
frequently co-existed. Of the various prepar- 
ations coto- tincture was employed 109 times 
in doses of 15 — 500 drops, averaging, however, 
100 drops per day ; cotoin was used 24 times, 
twice in solution, 22 times in powder (0.1 — 
0. 3 several times a day) ; paracotoin was re- 
sorted to five times in somewhat larger doses, 
and the resin also in five cases. 

The clinical administration of the coto pre- 
parations was mainly symptomatic, as it was 
employed principally in cases of excessive di- 
arrhoea and sweating. 

In the treatment of diarrhoea, coto was used 
in 92 cases, in b5 of which it was administered 
in the form of tincture. These diarrhoeas 
were principally of a colliquative nature, the 
result of typhus and tuberculosis. A cure 
was effected in 50 of these ; the diarrhoea was 
partially controlled in 26, and in 9 cases no 
result was obtained. The average dose was 
50-100 drops of the ^tincture daily. In a ma- 
jority of cases there was a relapse of the diar- 
rhsea in a few days, but it could then be more 
readily checked than before ; if continued for 
some time the usual result was that the passa- 
ges became quite regular. This tincture (1 
part bark to 9 of alcohol) was generally quite 
readily taken by the patients, whether diluted 
with water or not. In a few cases, in which 
very large doses were administered, complaint 
was made of burning and itching sensation in 
the throats A pepuliar advantage claimed 
for the agent by Fronm tiller is that it increas- 
es the appetite whilst the remedies usually re- 
sorted to diminish it. The best mode of ad- 
ministration, in his opinion, is to drop it on a 
lump of sugar or dilute it with water. 

Fronm tiller's attention was directed to the 
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effect of coto on hypwhydroBis by the obser- 
vation of a case oi phthisis with oolliqnatiye 
diarrhcea and sweating, in whom both these 
symptoms disappeared after fall doses of the 
medicine given for the purpose of checking 
diarrhoea. From that time forward, he em- 
ployed it in cases of hyperhydrosb with excel- 
lent results. Altogether he ordered the tinc- 
ture in 91 such cases, with 34 perfect and 36 
partial cures, while 21 oases seemed uninflu- 
enced by it. The good effect, which seems to 
depend upon increased tonicity of the super- 
floial vessels, usually lasted but one night, 
though sometimes longer. Digestion was not 
impaired ; the appetite was indeed so often 
increased that the writer frequently adminis- 
tered it throughout the morning hours as a 
stomachic in anorexia. For its full eflect he 
here found it necessary to give 100—200 drops 
pro die. ; for night-sweats he advised the 
same quantity toward evening. 

Cotoin and paracotoin were given in all 18 
times in various forms of diarrhoea ; 9 of these 
resulted in perfect and 6 in partial cures, 
whilst in 3 cases no effect was produced. In 
night sweats these two agents were also given 
18 times; 8 were stopped, 9 partially con- 
trolled and 1 was not affected. A peculiarity 
observed by Fronm filler in the urine after the 
administration of cotoin was that if treated 
within six hours after its passage with nitric 
acid, a distinctly I'ed color was produced. If 
allowed to stand a few hours longer, the phe- 
nomenon will not be manifested. The great 
objection to the more general use of cotoin at 
present is its very great cost. 

The second communication to which we call 
attention is that of Prof. Baelz, of Japan in 
Central- JBlatt Jilr d, med. Wissenchaften, No. 
21, 1878 ; he states that when cholera ap- 
peared in Yokohama in July, 1877, he made 
the experiment of employing paracotoin sub - 
cutaneously in doses of 0.2 grammes. The 
quantity at his disposal was so exceedingly 
limited that it sufficed only for the treatment 
of five cases, all Europeans then resident in 
Japan. The results in these were so very 
striking that we give in full the account of 
one of them, a well nourished girl of twenty- 
two years. The physician, called in four 
hours after the first manifestations, found her 
in an apathetic, almost cyanotic condition, 
with cold extremities and thread-like pulse. 
There was frequent vomiting, with rice-water 
stools passed involuntarily. At 4 p. m., 0.2 
grm. paracotoin was administered suboutane- 
ously (suspended in equal parts of water and 

flycerine). Vomiting ceased immediately, 
'he next stool, 1^ hour afterward, was thin ; 
the same amount of paracotoin was now giv- 
en per orem. All the symptoms improved ; 



the pulse became stronger and regular, the 
extremities were warm and the cyanosis dis- 
appeared. Cognac was given in small quan- 
tity at intervab of fifteen minutes. At 8 p. 
m. another stool. At 12 o'clock at night an- 
other injection of paracotoin. On the next 
day the patient is very weak but improved 
rapidly. 

In the same house, the following day, Baelz 
cut short another case of cholera by paraco- 
toin. The other three cases were milder. In 
one of them such constipation was produced 
by the paracotoin as to render castor oil nec- 
essary a couple of days subsequently. One 
of the patients, a pregnant woman, continued 
to vomit for two days after complete cessation 
of the diarrhoaa. 

The only objection Baelz finds to the use of 
paracotoin subcutaneously, is its very slisht 
solubility in convenient fluids.- He considers 
equal parts of glycerine and water as the best 
vehicle. — Cincinnati Lancet and Clinic, 



On the Species of Berberis of the Pacific 

Coast. 

BY JOHN M. MAISCH. 

The genus Berberis comprises shrubs, which 
have a more or less yellow wood and a yellow 
inner bark, and produce racemes of yellow or 
yellowish flowers, and several-seeded acidulous 
berries. As at present constituted, about 50 
species are known which belong to both conti- 
nents, but are largely South American. One 
species, Berh. vulgaris, Lin., is indigenous to 
Europe, has been naturalized in l^ew England 
and grows spontaneously in other parts of the 
United States. It has the early leaves reduced 
to sharp, usually triple spines, from the axils 
of which deciduous, obovate, spatulate, brist- 
ly, serrutate leaves without pointed petioles, 
are produced. The shrub grows 6 to 8 feet 
high, while the only species indigenous to the 
eastern section of the United States is but 1 
to 3 feet high. This is the Berb. canadensis^ 
Pursh, which, however, according to Gray, is 
not indigenous to Canada, but grows in the 
AUeghanies of Virginia and southward; it 
has repandly-toothed leaves and few-flowered 
racemes . 

A larger number of species are found in the 
Western United States, in the territory bor- 
dering the Paciflo. All of them are, however, 
very different in aspect from those noticed 
above, the differences having been considered 
so important that the plants were arranged bv 
Nuttall into a separate genus, Mahonia^ whicn 
was also adopted by I)e Caudolle, but has 
more recently been regarded merely as a sub- 
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gennB of J^erberis, from whioh it is diatin- 
gniflbed by evergreen oddly pinnate leaves 
with sessile spinnlonsly-toothed leaflets, by 
the absence of glandular spots at the base of 
the petals, and by the presence of a tooth on 
each side of the apex of the filament. While 
the berries of the species noticed above are of 
a bright-red or scarlet color and oblong or 
oval m shape, the gpecies of our Pacific coast 
have globular dark blue berries. On that ac- 
count it seems they are indiscriminately called 
Oregon grcq^e; it will at least be observed 
from the statements below, that Pursh includ- 
ed Berh, repens in bis Berh» aquifolioum^ to 
which, it is asiperted, the name of Oregon grape 
is usually given, and Mr. Neppach informed 
us that the plant analyzed by him (see page 
373) is known by the same name in those parts 
of Oregon where it grows. All the species re- 
semble one another so closely, and they all 
vary in aepect to such an extent, that it will 
be very difficult for others than botanists to 
distinguish them. It appears also that these 
plants have been used indiscriminately on the 
Pacific coast for many years, ond it is not un- 
likely, that they are indiscriminately collected 
and used as J^erberis aquifolium. 

As indigenous medicinal agents, they cer- 
tainly deserve the attention of physicians; but 
we doubt that tbey will be found to possess 
greater tfficacy or markedly different proper- 
ties than the numerous drugs which contain 
notable quantities of berberina. 

Excelleit depcriptions of these plants are 
contained in a work recently published under 
the title: * Geological Survey of California. 
Botany, vol. i, Polypetalae: by W. H. Brewer 
and Sereno Watson. Gamopetal»: by Asa 
Gray." With the annexed plate of Berb, re- 
pe7fSy Lindl., for the use of which we are in- 
debted to Mr. C. G. Lloyd of Cincinnati, we 
publish the deFcriptions of all the California 
speciefi, and merely remark, as to the venation, 
that the jnnnate venation is well marked in 
the plate, and that the leaflets of Berb. nervo- 
sa before us have, aside from their different 
shape, one or two veins on each side of the 
mid rib originating at the very base thereof. 
The leaflets of Berb. aqiiTfolium differ from 
those figured in being narrowed towards the 
apex. 

Leaflets Pinnately Veined. 

Bkrbkbis repens, Lindl, — A low, some- 
wjiat procumbent shrub, less than a foot high ; 
leaflets 3 to 7, ovate, acute, not acuminate, 1 
to 2^ inches long, not shmy above; racemes 
few, termirating the stems, 1 to 1-J inch long. 
B. aqiofoliuniy Pursh, mair ly and of numer- 
ous authors. Throughout California, and ex- 



tending northward to British Columbia, and 
eastward to Colorado and New Mexico. 

B. AQUIFOLIUM, Pursh. — A shrub 2 to 6 feet 
high, leaflets usually 7, but often more, the 
lower pair distant from the stem, ovate to ob- 
long-lanceolate, 1^ to 4 inches long, acuminate, 
green and shining above, ^innately dentate 
with numerous spinose teeth; racemes 1^ to 2 
inches long, clustered chiefly in the subter- 
minal axils; fruit nearly globose. 

Frequent in Oregon and north ware, where 
it is known as the " Oregon grape," and re- 
ported southward in the coast ranges even to 
Monterey. Pursh's description and figure be- 
long mainly to B. repeals. 

B. piNNATA, Lag. — Very much like the last 
species, but the leaves more crowded and more 
nearly sessile, the lower pair of leaflets being 
approximate to the base of the petiole; leaf- 
lets usually 5 to 7 ; racemes more frequently 
lateral upon the branches; fruii oblong, ovoia, 
4 lines long. Mahonia fasciculdris, D. C. 

Hills about San Francisco Bay, and east- 
ward to San Diego, thence east to New Mexi- 
co. Fruit pleasant to the taste, and known to 
the Mexicans as Lena amarilla. lliere has al- 
ways been much confusion, and is still some 
uncertainty respecting this species and its al- 
lies. Lagasca's original description (published 
in 1803) professedly included specimens both 
from M!onterey and from Vancouver Island, 
while the plant cultivated in the gardens from 
his seeds, and figured under this name, appears 
to have been wholly the Oregon form, which 
Pursh afterwards included with the low B. re- 
pe7iSy in his description and figure of B. aquv- 
folium, Humboldt and Bonpland afterwards 
applied the name B. j^i^nata to a Mexican 
plant, figured by them, and DeCandoUe at 
length included all, the Mexican, California 
and Oregon together, under the uame Maho- 
nia fa^cicularis. The question of synonymy 
i^ most conveniently solved by retaining what 
has become the ordinary application of the 
names, B, fascicularis being limited to the 
Mexican species, which seems di^^tinguishable 
from the Calif ornian B. pinnata by its more 
numerous, more acuminative and less shining 
leaflets. 

Leaflets Palmatcly Nerved, 

B. NERVOSA, Pursh. — Stems simple, but a 
few inches high; petioles and peduncles spring- 
ing from the apex, a<*companied by dry glu- 
raaceous rigidly acuminate bracts; leaves 1 to 
2 feet long, of 11 to 17 ovate acnminate leaf- 
lets; racemes elongated; pedicelw short; fruit 
larger than in the preceding species, 3 to 4 
lines in diameter. Mahonia gUmiacea^ D. C. 

Near the coa^t from Monterey to Vancou- 
ver Island. — Am. Journ, of Pharmacy. 
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Meconoiosin, a New Derivative from 

Opium, 

BY T. AND H. SMITH. 

In the final isolation of meconin, the olea- 
ginouslike liquid containing it, upon being 
left to itself for some days, sets into a mass of 
crystals. Those crystals, upon being drained, 
and cautiously washed with cold weak spirit, 
are to be boiled in a large quantity of water. 
The filtered liquid gives a crystallization of 
meconin, and the mother-liquor, when ( oncen- 
trated, and upon being set aside for a time, 
yields beautiful leaf-like crystalline masses of 
the body to which we have given the name of 
Meconoiosin. 

This lemarkable crystalline form, which, in 
its impure state, is assumed by meconoiosin, 
as well as the brown color of the crystals, en- 
ables this body to be readily distinguished 
from the soft and nearly white meconin, which 
crystallizes along with, and upon it, in a man- 
ner not unlike the incrustation of minute shells 
upon a rock. If this meconin be now removed, 
the meconoiosin, by means of a few crvstaliz- 
ations from hot water, with the aid oi char- 
coal, may be obtained in the pure state, free 
from color. 

This substanne is especially interesting be- 
cause that now, in it, a second chemically in- 
different body existing in opium is met with. 
Hitherto meconin alone has been distinguished 
by this characteristic. Moreover, the respec- 
tive chemical constitution of those two opium 
products reveals an apparent relation, meco- 
nin being represented by the formula CioH,o04, 
and meconoiosin by the of CgUioO,. Both bod- 
ies are freely soluble in alcohol and ether, but 
as regards their solubility in water, the two 
{substances present a striking contrast. Meco 
nin is very slightly solable in cold water; and 
in boiling water, unless in the proportion of 
about 1 in 50, it refuses to dissolve, remaining 
at the bottom of the liquid, like a heavy oil. 
Meconoiosin, on the other hand, is soluble in 
27 parts of cold water, while in boiling water 
it is soluble to almost any extent, forming as 
the heat rises, and before being i>kaken up, a 
syrupy solution at the bottom of the liquid. 

We have not yet ascertained the boiling 
point of meconoiosin, but it has been heated 
to 280°C, without boiling. It melts at 88°C. 

When heate i with slightly diluted sulphur 
ic acid, and when the evaporation has reached 
a certain point, meconin produces a beautiful 
green color* With meconoiosin, under the 
same circumstances, the coloration is deep red, 
becoming purple. 

In our case at the Paris Exhibition are 
shown crystalline specimens of meconoiosin, 



both in the pure and in the impure form — Am. 

Jour, of Pharm, 

^ 

The Use of Chloral in Alcoholism. 

Dr. Fiirstner, of Vienna, is quoted by the 
ZiOndon Medical Record on the subject as fol- 
lows: 

In the first published cases of delirium tre- 
mens treated by chloral, its favorable action 
was not always very marked; sometimes its 
effect was temporary, sometimes altogether 
absent. In some of the cases toxic svmptoms 
were caused, and it soon became evident that 
the dose necessary to produce the desired re- 
sult varied within very ^ide limits. It must 
never be forgotten that many patients when 
they first come under treatment, have still a 
large quantity of uneliminated alcohol in the 
system. Though the general symptoms of de- 
pression, caused by large doses of alcohol are 
often not very marked in habitual topers, still 
the condition of the pulse deserves the most 
careful consideration in deciding the dose of 
chloral to be given. Certain patients, not ne- 
cessarily weak and emaciated, but apparently 
robust, muscular persons, often have a remark- 
ably small, frequent, compressible, occasion- 
ally irregular pulse, with great faintness of 
the heart sounds, and a less degree of motor 
restlessness than usual The author has re- 
peatedly satisfied himself by necropsies that 
these symptoms are not due to any disease of 
the heart; they must, therefore, have a central 
cau!»e. Having regard to the facts that chloral 
has been proved experimentally to have, in 
large doses, a paralyzing action on the heart 
and vaso-motor centre, and that several pub- 
lished cases show that chloral has had a per 
niciouB effect in alcoholism, it is necessary to 
be most careful in the administration of chloral 
in the cases just described. The author be- 
lieves that cases of sudden death in delirium 
tremeno, after the administration of chloral 
are to be explained by the combined cumula- 
tive action of alcohol upon the vital centre in 
the medulla. It may be urged against this 
theory that sudden death is by no means un- 
common in this disease, even when no chloral 
has been given. Dr. Fiirstner believes that in 
these cases, the alcohol has, of itself, been suf- 
ficient to stay the functional activity of the 
vital centres; it is, therefore, most important 
not to increase this danger when \y, threatens, 
by administering chloral. All patients who, 
though apparently robust, have the small, fre- 
quent and couipressible pulse described above, 
without other complications, are treated by 
Fiirstner without chloral; they are scv^ludedLf 
they cannot be kept in a general ward, and 
small doses of wine and spirits are given with 
good results — Cin, Lancet and Clinic. 
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Treatment by the Gypsum Apparatns 
Sustained by Evidence of its Value. 

After the reading of a paper on the above 
subject by Dr. St. John of New York City, 
before one of the Jkl edical Societies recently, 
thp arthor, in closing the discussion which fol- 
lowed the paper, said that Dr. Hamilton 
seemed to lose sight entirely of the object of 
the argument of the paper, which had been 
distinctly stated to be to claim a legitimate 
place for the treatment of fractures by the 
gypsum apparatus, and not to establish a com- 
parisoD between this method and any other. 
He asked if Dr. Hamilton still adhered to his 
assertion '' that with this apparatus the limb 
shortened as much as it was possible for it to 
shorten." (Dr. H. said that when he made 
that assertion he meant what he said, but he 
now desired to recall it.) 

The cases adduced by Dr. H. treated by ex- 
tension, showed remarkable results, but it was 
utterly unfair to ask that these cases tiveated 
under the personal supervision of Dr. H. 
should be compared with cases taken at ran- 
dom from general hospital statistics, for cases 
of extensor treatment taken in the latter way 
showed no such results as Dr. H. had brought 
forward. There was, fortunately, a pet of 
cases in the statistics brought forward which 
were treated under the personal supervision 
of one man, Dr. W. T. Bull of Chambers 
Street Hospital, and these fifteen cases, which 
were all of the shaft of the femur, would bear 
comparison with the seventeen cases of frac- 
ture of the shaft adduced by Dr. H., the aver- 
age shortening being the same, the maximum 
less, and there being no deformity. As for 
the extreme accuracy to measurements brought 
forward by Dr. H., as showing the perfection 
aimed at in treating such cases, it was self-ev- 
ident that the facts recently brought to light 
by Dr. Wright of Brooklyn, and endorsed by 
Dr. H. as to a normal difference in the length 
of the two legs, rendered nugatory any such 
attempt at exactness, and overthrew all argu- 
ments for the superiority of any particular 
method which rested upon measurements to 
within the minute fraction of an inch. — Vide 
pg. 24th of The Medical Record, July 13th, 

1878. 

« 

SOUECBB OF KRROB IN EXPERIMENTING UPON 

HUMAN BEINGS. 

Dr. G. M. Beard, of New York, considers 
the following as the main and gravest sources 
of error in experimenting upon human beings. 



They are six in number: 

1. The phenomena of involuntary life in both 
experimenter and the subject experimented 
upon. Without a knowledge of that side of 
physiology, scientific experimenting upon hu- 
man beings was impossible. 

2. Unconscious deception upon the part of 
the subject experimented upon. 

That was a source of error which mast be 
carefully guarded against in all ordinary ex- 
periments with reference to new remedies. 
Miracles of healing came under that head. 

3. Intentional deception upon the part of 
the subject. 

General reputation for honesty must be 
ruled out as unscientific. 

4. Unintentional collusion of third parties. 
Third parties must remain absolutely silent 

and motionless during certain experiments — 
a thing impossible for some persons. 

5. Intentional collusion of third parties. 

6. That which came from chance and coin- 
cidence. 

Dr. Beard, also considers that delusions al- 
most always find their weapons in scientific 
Armories. 

Experiments should be made only when in- 
ductive reasoning does not settle the question. 

When experiments were made, sources of 
error should be carefully considered . 

INGENIOUS MEDICAL APPARATUS. 

An apparatus of great delicacy has been de- 
vised by Dr. Mosso of Turin, for measuring 
the movements of the human blood vessels. 
The arrangement of this apparatus— called the 
"plethysmograph" — consists in inclosing a 
part of the body, e, g.^ the forearm, in a glass 
cylinder with caoutchouc ring, filling the cyl- 
inder with tepid water, and measuring by a 
special device, the quantity of water which 
fiows out or in through a tube connected 
with the cylinder as the arm expands or con- 
tracts. An opening in the cylinder was con- 
nected by a piece of. caoutchouc tubing, with 
a glass tube opening downwards, into a test- 
tube suspended downwards from a double pul- 
ley with counter-poise, to which the recording 
lever is attached, in a vessel containing a mix- 
ture of alcohol and water. When the vessels 
of the arm dilate, water passes from the cyl- 
inder into the test-tube, which is thereby im- 
mersed further, so that the counterpoise rises; 
in the opposite case, water fiows back from 
the test-tube into the cylinder, the test-tube 
rises, and the counterpoise descends. Among 
other applications of this apparatus. Dr. Mos- 
so employs it in studying the physiology of 
thought and cerebral activity. It is stated 
that even the slightest emotions are revealed 
by this singular instrument, by a change in 
the condition of the blood-vessels. 
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7 he Boston Journal of Chemistrff gives 
some hints to the many persons who now-a- 
days suffer from sleeplessness. One of the 
most effioient means of inducing natural sleep, 
it says, is the application of mustard plasters 
to the abdomen. Treyer, of Icua, advocates 
the administration of a freshly made solution 
of lactate of soda, or of some milk or whev. 
Where the sleeplessness depends upon bram 
exhaustion, Dr. Hollis recommends the ad- 
nDiinistration, just before bedtime, of a tum- 
blerful of hot claret and water, with sugar 
and nutmeg. The alkalies and alkaline earths 
are useful when acid dyspepsia is present. 

In hot weather, sprinkling the floor of the 
sleeping apartments with water lessens the ir- 
ritant properties of the air, adding much to 
the comfort of the sleepers : possibly the 
quantity of ozone is at the same time in- 
creased. When sleep is broken by severe 
pain, opium or morphia is of value. In the 
wakefulness due to neuralgia, it is often bet- 
ter to inject a small dose of morphia hypoder- 
mioally, near the branch of the a^ected nerve, 
than to administer it by the mouth. 

NOVEL USE OF THE TELEPHONE. 

One of the most singular of the many nov- 
el uses of the telephone, is the application of 
the instrument as follows : Mr. Severn, of 
New South Wales, is an enthusiastic experi- 
menter, and claims that he has made the deaf 
to hear with the instrument by his method of 
employing it. After describing a very simple 
telephone which he constructed out of a tin 
pot, the closed end of which he opened and 
tied over it a piece of parchment, passing a 
fine string through the centre and making a 
knot inside. Mr. Severn says: "Make a loop 
in the string some three feet long, put this 
loop over the forehead of the listener, (the 
deaf man), cause him to place the palms of 
his hands flat and hard against the ears, let 
the loop pass over the hands, and now this 
listener will hear the smallest whisper. 

This fact may appear extraordinary ; it is, 
nevertheless true, that a deaf man may thus 
be made to hear the voice, music, etc." 

THE MICROPHONE IN SURGERY. 

The value of the microphone in operations 
for stone and other delicate surgical manipu- 
lations, has just been shown at the London 
University College. The apparatus consists of 
the usual feeble battery and of wires connected 
with two telephones running to different parts 
of the city. The ordinary sound used in op- 
erations for crushing the stone, was attached 
by a wire to the circuit of the battery. Near 
the handle a piece of carbon, such as is used 
by Prof. Hughes, was carefully balanced and 



attached by a delicate spring to the battery 
circuit. When the end of the sound strikes 
against the smallest piece of calculus, the 
acoustic wave is transmitted along the steel 
of the instrument to the carbon, where it is 
transformed into electric vibrations, which are 
multiplied through the telephone, so that the 
noise becomes loud and unmistakable. The 
carbon arrangement on the sound must not 
be too delicate, nor the battery too strong, 
but with the microphone properly adjusted, 
it was easy by trial to detect the presence of 
even a minute fragment of unremoved calcu- 
lus. The carbon needed only to be fitted to 
the probe, also, to detect bullets or fragments 
of bone. But while it is quite possible for a 
skillful surgeon to make himself absolutely 
certain, by means of the microphone, of what 
he was previously only morally convinced of, 
no very remarkable results, at least in ordin- 
ary practice are anticipated from the use of 
the instrument. 

CAUSE OF INFANT DEFORMITIES. 

A Manchester (Eng.) physician. Dr. Cromp- 
ton, who has made a study of the care of in- 
fants, gives some information of great import- 
ance to mothers, in regard to the cause of the 
common deformities known as bow-legs and 
knock-knees. Ha attributes the first men- 
tioned distortion to a habit some youngsters 
delight in, of rubbing the sole of one foot a- 

fainst that of the other — some, as is well 
nown, will go to sleep with the soles pressed 
together, they appear to enjoy the contact on- 
ly when the feet are naked, not attempting to 
make it when they are socked or slippered. 

The remedy, therefore, is simply to keep the 
child's soles covered. Knock-knees the doc- 
tor ascribes to a different childish habit, name- 
ly, that of sleeping on the side, with one knee 
tucked into the hollow behind the other — a 
custom familiar to the observation of most 
parents. Here the preventive prescribed is to 
pad the inside of the knees, so as to keep them 
apart, and let the limbs grow freely the nor- 
mal way. 

MICROSCOPIC TESTS OF THE BLOOD. 

It is announced that the numeration of blood 
corpuscles — a test of the richness or poverty 
of the blood — has been simplified by a micro- 
scopic apparatus constructed by Professor 
Gowers. In it, tenth of a millimeter squarers 
are ruled on the glass slide at the bottom of 
the cell. When the corpuscles have subsided 
to the bottom, they are seen lying in the divi- 
sions, and the number in each can be counted, 
as in the method of Yierordt. But, in the 
French instrument, a little fluid had to be 
placed in the cell to secure the covering glass; 
to obviate this source of error in Prof. Gower's 
apparatus* the slide is placed on a metal slip 
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in which two strings are attached; these rest 
on the edges of the coveriDg glass and keep it 
in position with a uniform pressure. The di- 
lution employed is 1 in 200 . Prof. Gower al- 
so adds the hint that it is not well to attempt 
to obscure the character of the corpuscles dur- 
ing the numeration, and that the processes 
should be kept distinct. 



Monthly Summary. 



A Case of Morphia Poisonlna; Treated with 
Atropia Hypodermioaiiy. 

BY N. N. SniPMAN, M. D., SEYMOUR, IND. 

A short time ago I was called to see a little 
girl aged six years. She had been subject to 
frequent attacks of chills and fever, and that 
morning her mother had administered what 
she had supposed to be a dose of quinine to 
prevent a return of the chill. Two hours af- 
ter she had taken the dose I was called in and 
found the child in convulsions and unable to 
swallow ; upon inquiry her mother told me 
that she had given a dose of quinine that 
morning. Supposing the spasms to be the re- 
sult of febrile excitement, I prescribed sina- 
pisms to wrist and ankles and left, stating 
that I would see the child again in one hour. 
Before the hour had elapsed, however, I was 
called again in great haste, when I was in- 
formed that morphia had been given instead 
of quinine. Complete narcotism had then 
taken place. I at once took in the situation 
and called to my assistance Dr. Galbraith, 
whose office was near by and we proceeded to 
administer atropia by hypodermic iniection. 
In less than twenty minutes a marked effect 
was produced on the pupil. This with fre- 
quent injections of strong coffee per rectum 
constituted the treatment, and in twenty-four 
hours after the poisonous dose had been taken, 
w e had the pleasure of seeing our little patient 
out of danger. — Cincinnati Lan, <b Clin, 



A New Rhubarb. 

M. Colin, of Yerdun, has received a plant 
which M. Chauveau considers to be the source 
of Chinese rhubarb. The plant, having pro- 
duced flowers, was submitted to Prof. B&illon 
for examination, who recognized it as a variety 
of Rheum hyhridum^ which he names Colini- 
anumy and found a section of the root to have 
the characters of a pretty good rhubarb. This 
appears to sustain the opinion expressed by 
Baillon in 1876, that the Chinese rhubarb is 
probably obtained from several species. — Am, 
Jour, of Phar, 



Alterations In the Spinal Cord and Anterior 
Roots in Diphtheria. 

In Ave post-mortems of patients dead from 
diphtheria, Dejerine (Compt. Rend. Ixxxv., p. 
1110), found invariably alterations of the cord 
and anterior roots. Examined wi&h osmic 
acid, the anterior roots show distinct inflam- 
matory alterations, leading Anally to atrophy 
(destruction of the membrane, disappearance 
of the axis-cylinder, development of the nuc- 
lei of the sheath of Schwann, and here and 
there swelling of the axis-cylinder). These 
alterations are the more distinct in proportion 
to the chronicity of the paralysis and are 
found even in the intramuscular branches . 

The posterior roots were intact. In the 
cord the author found evidences of parenchy- 
matous as well as well as interstitial inflam- 
mation of the gray substances, viz.: Increase 
of neuroglia cells, inflammation and rupture 
of the vessel-walls, and disappearance of a 
great number of the ganglion cells of the an- 
terior horns. The white substance appeared 
uninjured. The atrophy of the anterior roots 
is, according to Dejerine, dependent upon my- 
elitis of the anterior horns, and especially on 
the affection of the larger ganglion cells of 
the same. — Cincin Lancet and Clinic. 



The Local Treatment of Puerperal Fever. 

Dr. Fritsch, of Halle, considers the febrile 
diseases of lying-in-women are accidental trau- 
matic diseases and owe their specific character 
to their origin and to the condition of the 
genital organs at the time of parturition. 
There is nothing in the nature of the disease 
that is peculiar to the puerperal state, but 
that the act of parturition provokes conditions 
that invite the inflammatory process in the 
pelvis, by the widening and leagthening of 
the capillary, increased blood supply, exuda- 
tion, extravasation, etc.; in these local puerp- 
eral conditioHs are to be found the ground of 
the specific course and character of puerperal 
diseases. 

The mode of injection : — Septic material is 
either borne directly to the parts by the fin- 
gers of the accoucheur, or by instrument, or 
through secretions already contained in the 
genitals, or through a retained sponge or com- 
press, or foul wadding, or by the atmosphere 
that may find its way into the genitals. The 
injection may be primary or secondary. It 
may take it^ origin from the vagina, the vul- 
va or the inner surface of the uterus. Every 
local disease of the puerperal state is closely 
related to the uterus, and all of the local 
forms, as well as general septicsBmia, may be 
conveyed from person to person by injection. 
It becomes us, therefore, to carefully guard 
against this possibility. 
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This is effected by the means token to 
cleanse the hands and the instruments at the 
time of birth. The hands and whatever in- 
struments may be used are to be bathed in a 
solution of carbolic acid. The lying-in- wom- 
an must take a sitz-bath of soap and water, 
then the vagina should be irrigated with car- 
bolic solution and the vulva washed with the 
same ; when labor is protracted and operative 
measures are resorted to, it becomes necessary 
to repeat the vaginal irrigations. — Cin, Lan- 
cet and Clinic. 



Osteo-Myelitis During Growth of Bone. 

M. Launelong recently read a paper upon 
this subject ben)re the French Academy, of 
which the following are the principal conclu- 
sions: 

1. Affections described by authors as acute 
necrosis, acute periostitis, subperiosteal ab- 
scess, acute epiphyseal ostitis of adolescents, 
pseudo- rheumatismal inflammation of bones 
and joints in infants, are in reality only cases 
of acute osteo-myelitis, 

2. Long bones are more subject to the dis- 
ease, but the short bones of the foot and hand 
and vertebral column, and the flat bones of 
the head and trunk are also prone to the af- 
fection — the gravity of the latter is even en- 
hanced in the last named instances. 

3. In the long bones, the primitive seat of 
the disease is in the layers which unites the 
epiphysis with the diaphysis, and is more or 
leas removed from the epiphyseal cartilage; in 
from 16-20 per cent, of cases this cartilage re- 
mains intact. The disease does not always 
pursue the ascending course which was origin- 
ally ascribed to it. 

4. One of the speediest consequences of an 
osteo-myelitis is an elevation of the perioste- 
um, with the formation of a sub-periosteal ab- 
scess, although such an abscess does not neces- 
sarily present in every instance. The imme- 
diate effect of the abscess is a necrosis, or a 
weakening of the bone by destruction of its 
epiphyseal cartilage or by the rarification of 
the bone structure itself. 

5. Synchronous with the necrosis, or the 
bone rarification, the work of repair is in pro- 
gress, the aim of which is the formation of a 
new bone. 

6. Complications on the part of joints do 
not always exist, although their appearance 
singularlv enhances the gravity of the prog- 
nosis. The same must be observed of the se- 
condary myelitides to which the subjects of 
the diseases are liable. 



7. As soon as the diagnosis of the disease is 
made the trephining of the bone is the only 
procedure which should be adopted. The dis- 
ease having a constant origin at one of the ex- 
tremities of the diaphysis, it is here that the 
symptoms and signs will be most pronounced, 
in its early, as well as in its later stages; this, 
therefore, ought to be the point of relation for 
the trepanation. — Cin. Lancet and Clinic. 

Gonorrhoea! Endocarditis. 

Dr. J, Marty {Arch, Gen, and Schmidt^s 
Jahrb,) has encountered a number of cases of 
endocarditis existing simultaneously with so- 
called gonorrhceal rheumatism. In his origin- 
al report, the clinical histories are given at 
length, together with sphygmographio tra- 
cing of the pulse wave. These, however, are 
of so little interest that we give simply the 
most important of the author's conclusions: 

1 . Gonorrhoea may be, and often is, com- 
plicated with inflammatory affections of the 
serous membrane. 

2. Rheumatism is not always the connecting 
link between the specific affection and the dis- 
ease of the serous membrane, although these 
complications are quite frequently found to be 
simultaneous. 

3. True primary heart complications are 
rather rare. The point of origin is usually the 
orifice of the aorta. 

4. This specific endocarditis appears to pre- 
sent the same symptoms and danger as does 
the simple variety. 

5. The endocardium appears to be envolved 
as often, if not oftener, than the pericardium. 

Hydrophobia in a Woman Bitten During 
Pregnancy. 

Dr. Crozier Annul, de Gynecol, and Rund- 
schau) reports the case of a woman forty -two 
years of age, and in the seventh month of preg- 
nancy, whose hand was bitten by a cat which 
for twenty-four hours had refused food and 
water. The wound healed readily, and the 
woman was confined at the proper time. Her 
labor and recovery were normal in every re- 
spect, and everything progressed favorably 
until between eighty and ninety days after 
the receipt of the injury, when pain in the 
muscles and twitching of the tendons were ex- 
perienced. The lochial discharge, which was 
still tinged with blood, ceased. The child 
which had been nursed from its birth, was 
taken with slight diarrhoea. Three days later 
the mother showed in great seveiity the well- 
known symptoms of hydrophobia, which ra- 
pidly (in two days) proved fatal. The autop- 
sy reve Aled nothing. After recovering from 
its sligtit di.irrhcBa, the child remained in good 
health. 
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New adulteration of the Sulphate of Qui- 
nine. 

Dr. Jailard reports (Arch.Med,^Belg.^J(mr. 
de Med. de BrvoceUes) a new method of adnl- 
terating the sulphate of qainine, which oon- 
sists in the addition of sixty per cent, of nitrate 
of potassa. The mixture prepared with great 
skill, ^ves a saline material formed of needle 
and mixed crystals, silky-looking, and greatly 
resembling those of sulphate of quinine. 
Nevertheless it is easy to distinguish them 
from the pure substance; they have indeed a 
bitter taste, but they are also a little salty; 
they disolve almost entirely in cold water, and 
more feebly in alcohol at 90° of purity, even 
when boiling. Besides these, there are several 
other methods of discovering the fraud men- 
tioned by this author. We cite only the em- 
ployment of the microscope, which shows in 
the mixture the great prisms of saltpetre b^ 
the side of the fine needles of sulphate of qui 
nine, and one other process of great simplicity. 
This consists in placing on the point of a knife 
a small quantity of the salt to be examined, 
and submitting it to the action of a fiame. If 
the article is adulterated with nitre; it bums 
with a flume and leaves a white residue com- 
posed of potassa. If on the contrary, it is 
pure, it bums with a fuliginous flame and 
leaves a puffed up pellicle of carbon. — T?ie 
Medical Record. 



Phosphide of Ammonium for Diabetes Mei- 

litus. 

A policeman 39 years of age suffered from 
bronchial catarrh, loss of appetite, indigestion, 
general feebleness and copious perspiration. 
10 per cent, of sugar was found in the urine. 
Under a strict meat diet the sugar decreased 
to Y per cent, but when the patient could no 
longer endure the meat, bread and fruit were 
allowed, the sugar declining to 6 per cent, in 
five weeks. Carlsbad and Vichy caused only 
little abatement of the disease, the bronchitis 
was more severe, and jaundice occuired. He 
again employed meat diet with gymnastics 
and faradisation . Failing to restore the wan- 
ing strength, about 1 drachm of phosphide of 
ammonium was given daily. The result was 
unexpectedly favorable; the appetite and 
strength increased, the anaemia disappeared 
from day to day, and the patient soon returned 
to duty. 

Although the sugar did not completely dis- 
appear from the urine, a very considerable im- 
provement followed the use of the medicine, 
and it is recommended for further investiga- 
tion. — Cin. Lancet and Clinic. 



Drosera Rotundifolla. 

Drosera rotundifolia, Xin., has been anal- 
yzed by O. Lugan. The fresh plant was treat- 
ed by dietheralvsis, the process recommended 
by Legrip ("Am. Jour. Phar.," 1876, p. 235). 
The aqueous liquid obtained thereby contained 
glucose, various salts and a cry stalliz able or- 
ganic acid, which appears to be peculiar to 
this plant, and was also obtained from the 
ethereal liquid by evaporating it and treating 
the residue with chloroform, which leaves it 
undissolved, together with wax and yellow 
coloring matter. On evaporating the chloro- 
form, a gi eenish'brown resin was left, which 
had a strong and characteristic odor, was ex- 
ceedingly acrid and produced a burning sen- 
sation when applied to the skin. 

Contrary to the observation of Reiss and 
Will, the author found the viscous exudation 
of the glandular hairs to be destitute of acid 
reaction, and was unable to obtain formic acid, 
which was stated to be the principle by which 
the leaves convert albuminoid matter into pep- 
tones. — Am, Jour, of Pharm. 



Lead Poisoning. 

An interesting case of lead poisoning through 
criminal negligence is reported from Mosbacb. 
The patient began to suffer some years before 
1876, and consulted several physicians in vain 
until Dr. Wittmer made a correct diagnosis, 
and after a treatment of over three quarters 
of a year entirely cured him. The poisoning 
was caused by imperfectly-tinned lead snuff 
boxes, in which a particular brand of snuff was 
packed, which the patient was in the habit of 
buyiog from one and the same manufacterer, 
and which became contaminated with lead. 
A suit against the tobacco dealer was filed, 
who was convicted and sentenced to incarcer- 
ation for eight days and payment of costs — 
Apoth. Ztg, 



Thapsia Garganlca. 

Thapsia garganica, Xm — The root of this 
plant, which grows in Northern Africa and 
Southern Europe, is frequently employed in 
France. Perron states that there are two sim- 
ilar plants in Africa, called by the Arabs bou- 
nefa zkar, or male thapaia, and hou-nefa nza^ 
or female thapsia, the former being the of- 
ficinal and stronger one. The latter is far less 
acrid, has longer, broader, thicker and less 
divided leaves than the former, and the leaf- 
lets are frequently digitately three -lobed. — 
Am. Jour, of Pharm,. 
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Editorial. 



For Jottrnoi Materia Mediea, 

Belladonna. 

BY 8ILAJS C. TUBNBO, M. D., LEAD HILL, BOOKS CO. 
ARKANSAS, AUGUST 18, 1878. 

This is a remedy that is extensively employed, 
and when the tincture or fluid extract is perfect- 
ly reliable and when there is a special indication 
for it, there is no better remedy belonging to the 
materia uiedica and when judiciously used, the 
practitioner may expect satisfactory results. 
Belladonna is a stimulant to the capillary circu- 
lation giving strength and regularity to the pulse 
when below the normal standard. Many medi- 
<*al men combine the tinct. of aconite with it, 
and it is an excellent combination when there is 
a tendency to congestion of the nerve centres, 
when the patient is dull, sleepy, comatose-^nd 
often in the complaints of children when sup- 
pressed hives is the main source of trouble, Bel- 
ladonna and Sulph. of Quinine will work like a 
charm in ^^bringing them out. *' This remedy is 
also very applicable to patients when they are 
annoyed with dull or congestive headaches, 
though we get temporary relief from stimulant 
local application ; but yet the effect is not last- 
ing and the pain will soon return, or strong stim. 
ulant remedies may be given, and some relief 
obtained for awhile, but the pain is almost sure 
to return after the stimulant effect of the medi- 
cine pusses away. 

Belladonna in these cases, or when properly 
used or combined with other medicine as indica- 
ted, will give splendid results and also in some 
chronic chills, where the patient has dull head- 
ache, back-ache, impairment of the capillary cir- 
culation, skin cool and somewhat relaxed, pulse 
small, quick and easily compressed, patient stu- 
pid and careless, with feet inclining to remain 
cool during the chill and exacerbation — in these 
cases, we will And that belladonna is one of the 
most prominent remedies, given alone or in con- 
junction with other medicine. 

Often in the delirium of patients caused by 
some persistent fevers, more especially of the re- 
mittent type, belladonna gives stimulation and 
rest to the brain and to the nervous system gen- 
erally, by removing capillary obstructions ; for 
if we examine our patients closely, we will often 
find that the delirium is dependent upon an en- 
feebled condition of the nerve centres instead of 
an excited one ; * 'passive delirium" the most of 
our medical writers term it, and in some hysteri- 



cal complaints of women, where the disease is 
functional, a combination of belladonna, macro- 
tys rac. and Pulsatilla will frequently afford relief 
by removing the cause, if the use of the medicine 
is continued long enough, and other matters are 
attended to rightly : and lastly, we- will say be- 
fore closing this short communication, that many 
of the so called tinctures and fluid extracts of 
belladonna now in the market are almost devoid 
of any medical properties and are entirely worth- 
less ; and if the practitioner expects any benefi- 
cial results from it, it must be a reliable article : 
either use Tilden's or some other manufacturers 
that you know will do to depend upon. How 
can any dispensers of medicine expect any seda- 
tive effects from a preparation that is almost to- 
tally inert ? I think it is beyond any reasonable 
man's conception to think of such a thing, and 
why n ot use good remedies or none at all. Get 
your medicine direct from the manufacturer and 
then there will be no danger of substitutes, and 
the doctor will readily observe the difference. 



Our Paris Letter. 

[From the Milwaukee Neira, ] 

Paris, July 16, 1878. 

Many miprovements have been made in the 
United States section of the Exhibition, since I 
last wrote describing the main features of differ- 
ent displays, and there are many new points 
that deserve to be noticed now. At present, ev- 
ery exhibit throughout the section is complete, 
and, taken as a whole, no American need blush 
for the show his country makes m the somewhat 
limited space allowed her, between the immense 
and varied display of Great Britain on the right, 
and the rich and artistic displays of other coun- 
tries on the left. Within the last five weeks, 
various decorations have been placed at differ- 
ent points, greatly improving the general aspect 
of the section. The light and graceful roof 
screens with which the different exhibits have 
been covered are attractrive to the eye, as are 
also the gay colors of the * 'star spangled banner'* 
displayed conspicuously at advantageous points 
throughout the United States section. The lim- 
its of this section are now marked by festoons 
of blue muslin with stars clustered around the 
words ''EtatS'Unia:' 

The American exhibit that attracts and per- 
haps deserves most attention, both on account 
of its extent, expensiveness, and the taste shown 
in its decoration is the magnificent pavilion of 
Messrs Tilden & Co., pharmaceutists of New 
York. Standing in the centre of the American 
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section, covering a space of 500 square feet, (a 
larger space than is occupied by any other Amer- 
ican exhibit) the paviHon with its walnut pillars 
hung with handsome blue curtains, and its pyra- 
mids of tastefully arranged gold-labeled bottles, 
on crimson velvet, presents an ensemble of good 
taste, which reflects credit on their representa- 
tive. Messrs. Tilden & Co.'s business is the man- 
ufacture of preparations required by chemists, 
and the medical profession, and more particular- 
ly, tlie making of fluid and solid extracts, ehxirs, 
and sugar-coated pills. These compounds or 
preparations have attained a high reputation in 
all markets, and the firm has reached a position 
which enables it to monopolize the trade and to 
produce articles of a standard, that is without 
competition. There are other attractive features 
of the U. 8. Department, such as the very flne 
exhibits of Messrs. Tiffany, the Walt ham Co., 
and the Yale Lock Co. ; but certainly we have 
sacrificed the beautiful to the useful to a certain 
extent and in this respect the character of our 
Department is different from that of other nations 
whose strong point is art. rather than science or 
industry. But our show is a creditable one, all 
things considered, and it makes a far better ap- 
pearance now than it did a month ago. Taste 
has been displayed, too, in the decoration of the 
galleries, and altogether it may be said that the 
United States were never before so well repre- 
sented at any foreign exhibition. 



•»• 



Successful Treatment of a Seyere Case of 

Erysipelas, by Elixir and Solution of lodo 

Bromide of Calcium Compound. 

BY E. G. WHEELEE, M. D., MIDDLBFIELD, MASiS. 

Mr. E. G., aged 70, had malignant or gangrenouB 
erysipelas ; or, as some writers have called it, diffuse 
inflammation of the cellular membrane. The seat of 
the local disease was in the right leg. The limb from 
the knee to the ends of the toes was enormously 
sw Hen, tiie skin of dark red or bluish color, fever 
plainly typhoid : pain and especially soreness very se- 
vere : ihree or four points on the calf of the leg ulcer- 
ated. There was great debility and sometimes wan- 
dering of the mind. Such being the condition of my 
patient, and taking his age into consideration, the 
case appeared tn me a very grave one. 

I put him at once upon the use of Elixir lodo Bro- 
mide internally, in one or two teaspoonful doses three 
or four times a day, and kept the limb wet with the 
Solution, An intelligent physician was called in con- 
sv.itation, wh^* wondered greatly at my obstinacy, as 
he saw lit to express it, in persisting in that treatment 



alone, and recommended iron and other remedies as 
beine: more sure of giving relief. But I had the confi- 
dence of my patient and his friends and I did persist 
in my own choice of treatment, and had the satisfac- 
tion in a short time, of seeing a decided improvement. 
The change for the better became more and more ap- 
parent every day. The swelling and soreness dimin- 
ished, the fever yielded, and in about four weeks from 
first attack, he was able to ride out. 

The above named preparations of the lodo Bromide 
were all tde remedies I employed during the whole 
term of his sickness, except a little brandy after the 
fever had abated, in order to tup- port his strength. 



A Case of Abscess In the Cerebellum , Treat- 
ed with Elixir lodo Bromide of Calcium 

Compound. 

BY O. W. HODGE M. D., PEACE, RICE CO., KANSAS. 

A young lady aged 28, was seized 4th Sept., 1874, 
with Inflammation of the bowels, the inflammatory 
symptoms were subdued by the usual treatment, but 
the bowels continued very obstinate, and were not 
moved in a satisfactory manner until the 12th, dur- 
ing this time a variety of purgatives had been given, 
with repeated injections, and by calomel given as a 
purgative; her mouth had been aflected as early as 
the 7th. 

From the beginning of the attack she had been af- 
fected with pain in the left ear, and about the 7th be- 
gan to complain of headache ; this was at first slight, 
and amid the urgency of other symptoms excited lit- 
tle attention; it increased, however, and on the Uth 
had become violent, so that she lay pressing her tem- 
ples with her hands and screaming mth pain ; the 
pulse was at this time natural and she was free from 
vomiting and uneasiness in the bowels. On the 4tb 
there was considerable discharge of matter from tbe 
left ear. On the 13th the pulse rose suddenly to 160, 
and there was such a degree of sinking as required the 
use of wine, the pulse soon subsided, so that on the 
evening of the 14th \x was at 80, and on the evening 
of the 15th it was at 60 ; the headache continued un- 
abated ; on the 16th there was a tendency to coma, it 
was increased on the 17th, with dilatation of the pu- 
pil, there was now little room for active treatment. 
I now commenced treatment with Tilden's Elixir lodo 
Bromide Calcium Oomp., twenty drop doses ever}/ 
two hours combined with wine, on the 18th the pulse 
began to rise again, but was very variable, in the 
course of a few minutes varying from 80 to 120. She 

lay in a state of great oppression, but when aroused 
she talked sensibly. 

She now began to rapidly improve, in ten days was 

able to be up about the house. I want it understood 

that this case of abscess was of twelve years standing. 

Three montlis from the day of her convalescence, by 
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the use of Tilden's Elixir lodo Bromide of Calc. Com- 
pound in teaspoonful doses ihree times a day, she was 
•entirely cured of the abscess. I consider this one of 
the oest remedies for ohronic diseases that has ever yet 
been discovered. 

•-♦-• 

lodo with Hydra rayri in Syphliis. 

Letter from Dr. Whitney. New York. 
I was recently called to treat a case of compli- 
cated Scrofulo Syphilis, tht case presented,inyolymg 
deep ulcerations of the leg, with caries. I put the 
patient on 1 irge do^es of the Elixir lodo Bromide 
of Calcium Compound, and syringed tbe ulcers with 
diluted Bromo-Chloralum to remove the odor, and 
alternated this with 83lution lodo. The case made 
good progress under the treatment, and the pa lent 
recovered so as to attend to business, but one ulcer 
resisted, wiiich presented all the characteristics of 
a syphitic sore. He had previously been treated 
with m ircury in various forms, and I hesitated to 
give it to him, but, when I read in your Journal of 
the combination of Elixir lodo in small quanties 
with Hydrargyri Bi-Chloridum, I procured at your 
place a bottle and gave it to him. In a sh :)rt time 
the secretions changed, and made rapid improve, 
ment, and at this ti ne it is completely healed. I 
believe it to be an admirable combination, and ene 
which we shall often require to use in such cases. 

Letter from J. W. Firaktz, M. D., Dallas, 
Iowa, Aug. 17, 1878. 

** Having contracted chronic bronchitis, and 
having had experience with your Elixir lodo Bro- 
uiide of Calcium Comp. for the last four years, I 
concluded to try it myself : I did so, and now 
find myself entirely relieved. 

I have used your Elixir lodo and Pirwein in 
iny practice with satisfactory results. " 



Dr. Peyton JoEOkS says : — Th" Elixir Lnio Bromide 
ol Calcium Comp. for treatment of all constituti' 'ual 
affections, and particularly those of a Scrofulous dia- 
thesis, cannot be equaled. 



9> 



-♦♦♦■ 



Bromo-Chioralum After Death. 

Dr. Aybb writes — I have had occasion to test your 
Bromo in two cases of death — one in July, which 
was carried In a wagon over thirty miles : at the end 
of the journey it was in a perfect condition. The; 
othej was not attended to for twenty-four hom^ but 
by its use was perfectly kept for three days, so as to 
exposed to view without any odor. 

We call attention to a complete method of preserv- 
ing the body after death : 

1st. Take cotton batting, open it to a thin sheet, 
moisten thoroughly with Bmmo-Ciiloralum diluted 
one part and two of water. Cover the entire body ex- 



cept the head and face with this, and then envelope 
and sew up tight in a cotton sheet. Air is excluded, 
and the cotton baiting receives the subsequent wettings 
of diluted Bromo. 

A body thus preserved will keep in a cool room 
many days, keeping the face and head covered with 
cloths wet with same. 



Bromo-Chloraium. 

Extract from letter of Peyton Jokdvn, M. D., 
Nashville, Tenn.. Sept. 7, 1878. 

**I have used your prepirations very often, and par- 
ticularly th'? BROMO CHLORALQM as a disinfectant 
and deodorizer, in which capacity it surpasses every 
pre]>aration of the character ever introduced to the 
medical profession. 



-♦•♦-•- 



Fiuld Extract of Ergot, "Formula, 1874." 

Messks. Tilden & Co. have furnished us with 
specimens of their Fluid Extract of Ergot, "For- 
mula of 1874, " which we have found to be very 
effective. It i» fully equal to that prepared by 
Dr. Squibb, in fact, many practitioners prefer it. 

A therapeutic novelty, in the shape of a dried 
extract of maU^ is also now placed upon the 
market by the same enterprising firm. This is a 
very elegant preparation, one certain to meet 
with high favor. — St. Louis Cinicul Record. 



For Journal Muteria Jfedica. 

Pure Extract of Mate. 

Letter from Wm. Edgak Cummings, M. D., 
Rockland. Me., Sept. 3rd, 78. 

Dear Sir: — Agreeable to a promise made you 
some two weeks since, I write to inform you con- 
cerning the use of your medicines in the case of 
the lady referred to. 

Your elegant preparation of Malt, (the best I 
have ever used), has already almost cured her of 
the chronic dyspepsia, from which complaint 
alone she has suffered for many years. Pain 
and distress after eating is nearly all gone, and 
the nervous prostration very much improved. 

It has also given her a good appetite and some 
strength : it seems to promote the digestion of 
whatever food that may be properly taken, and 
being of itself so very nutritious, it greatly aids 
in nourishing and sustaining her. She has been 
in an extreme state of debility and emaciation, 
and the stom tch has been so irritable at times 
that it has rejected most kinds of nourishment. 

But the Extract of Malt is overcoming these 
difficulties, the tone of the stomach has been 
very much improved, and I am in hopes a rapid 
recovery from this bad and prevalent complaint 
will follow. 
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T Helens' Extract of Malt. 

Letter from A. D. Aysb, M, D., Bondville, Vt. 
Mbssbs. Tildbn & Co : 

I desire to say that your Extract of Malt plain, and 
with Pepfiiue, is the only kind that my patients can 
take. Ihaue tried other manufacturers^ but they do 
not agree with the stomach, which is quite concluslTe 
as to the superiority of yourp. 



William Lovin&, Druggist, St. Joseph, Mo., 
Aug. 19, 1878, says: — *'Oneof our best physi- 
cians is prescribing regularly, your 'Extract of 
Malt with Beef, Iron and Wine/ thereby much 
increasing its sale. Please send me, (in addition 
to the dozen ordered 13th inst), three dozen of 
the same ". 



• ♦• 



CONVEXULE8. 
Something New for the Profession. 

Aft«r months of experiment we present the 
profession with a new form of pill which we call 
GonvexuleSj from their form, being double convex. 
The advantages are : 

Ist. They are easily swallowed by those who 
are unable to take a round pill, and are often 
obliged to crush it before taking. 

2nd. They are more soluble in the stomach, 
the effect is more immediate, they present a 
larger surface to the action of the fluids of the 
stomach. 

3rd. The repeated experiinentn made by those 
who have used them for months, as well as by 
ourselves, prove their superiority in all respects. 

At a trial of several kinds of Sugar Coated and 
Gelatine Coated Pills, it was found that the 
coating of the round pill usually dissolved 
evenly around it, and the substance was not 
reached or softened until this case or coating was 
removed, while with the couvexules the coating 
on the edge disappears at once, and the fluids 
soften and act upon the material of the pill, 
causing it fo throw off or break up the main 
shell or coating immediately. 

The coating of the Convexules is pure sugar, 
at temperature of 60^ dissolves in three and a half 
minute}* \ at 100^ in two and a h^lf minutes^ as 
against the round pill, which requires four and 
a half to five minutes, and with some, depending 
upon the method of coating, eight to fifteen 
minutes. Gelatine coated require from forty to 
sixty minutes before the coating is removed. 

We believe that a trial of the form we have 
introduced will fully meet and overcome the dif- 
ficulties, which physician and patients have 
heretofore experienced, that of ready solubility 
and difficulty of administration. 



Obituary. 

William A. P.'^Nilbs^ M. D , died at hifi residencs 
in Pownal, Vt., on the dd inat. Dr. Niles was the 
son of Paris Nilee ot Pownal. He was bom July 28, 
1851, and was therefore 27 years of age at the time of 
bis death. He early manifested a desire to enter the 
medical profession, and with that end in view, he be- 
gan the stu y of medicine at the age of sixteen with 
Dr. Duncan of Williamstown, Mass. He devoted hia 
entire attention assiduously to his studies. He atten- 
ded his first course of lectures at Cleveland, Ohio, and 
graduated at Dartmouth, November 9, 1871, and im- 
mediately began the practice of his profession in Pow- 
nal, before he bad attained his majority. Although 
against the rules of the college to grant diplomas to 
minors, yet the faculty decide d that he had attained a 
d< gree of proficiency which would warrant them in 
making an exception in his case. As a practitioner 
he was very successful and he soon gained the confi- 
dence of the entire community. Socially he waa 
courteous and gentlemanly to all. He inherited a 
firmness and decision of character coupled wiih a gen- 
tleness of manner which endeared him to all. He 
had been a constant and uncomplying sofferer for 
four years from consumption, but the immediate cause 
of his death was Bright 's disease of the kidneys. AI- 
tliough well aware that his end was near, he bore 
with Christian fortitude his suffering, and died as only 
one can die whose ho^^e is in Jesus Christ. He was 
conscious to the last moment, bidding bis weeping 
friends good bye as composedly as if starting on an 
earthly journey. He leaves a widow and a large cir- 
cle of friends and n latives to mourn his loss. His 
funeral was largely attended at the M. E. church in 
Pownal, on Monday, the 5lh inst., the Rev. Mr. 
Douglass delivering the sermon, during which he paid 
an eloquent and touching tribute to the memory of 
the dcce. sed. 



f » 



Extract from letter of G. H. Watkins, M. D., Mans- 
field, Tenn., Sept. 6, 1878. 

" I have been using your pre pai'at ions in my prac- 
tice and am better pleased with them, than any other 
I have ever used, and I have used nearly all, but pre- 
fer yours to any." 



A Good Chance. 

We would call attention to the advertisemeut of 
"Medicus" in first page of this number of the Joiu- 
nal, as a rare opp< rtunity for any young physician de- 
siring to purchase an established practice in a pleas- 
ant neighborhood ard with exceptional advantages. 



lorrespondents will oblige by writing plainly 
their names, Tovm, County and State. We hre 
frequently unable to answer letters because these 
are omitted. 
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Diseases of the Alimentary Canal. 

LECTUBB DELIVERED BY AUSTIN FLINT, M. D., 

PROFESSOR OF THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

MEDICINE AND OF CLINICAL MEDICINE IN THE 

BELLEVUE HOSPITAL MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

SPORADIC DYSENTERY — INDICATIONS IN TREAT- 
MENT — TREATMENT WITH IPECAC ~ IMPORT- 
ANT PRINCIPLES APFBCriNG THE DIET OP THE 

PATIENT AND THE USE OF OPIUM EPIDEMIC 

DYSBNTBEY — VALUE OF OPIUM AND ALCOHOL 
IN ITS TBBATMBNT, AND THE DEGBEE OP TOL- 
BBANCB 60METIMBS SEEN IN THEIB USB — 
CHRONIC DYSENTERY — SUBACUTE ENTERITIS 
— CHRONIC BNTBBITI8 — SUBACUTE GASTRITIS. 

Gentlemen: — The first question we shall 
consider to day is the treatment of aonte dys- 
entery. It is very desirable, in making obser- 
vations with reference to the effect of reme- 
dies in the treatment of any disease, to deter- 
mine if there be any intrinsic tendency in 
that disease towards recovery. This knowl- 
edge can never be obtained by observing ca- 
ses which are under potential medicinal treat- 
ment. Some years ago it occurred to me that, 
to my knowledge at least, this observation 
had not been made with reference to acute 
dysentery. I therefore resolved to collect, as 
far as possible, cases in which no treatment 
of any activity had been resorted to, and to 
study them analytically. I found this to be 
a somewhat difficult task, for many patients 
had acute dysentery associated with otner dis- 
eases, and many cases had received treatment 
before entering the hospital. I succeeded, 
however, in collecting ten cases in which the 
disease was allowed to pursue its course with- 
out interference. A report upon these obser- 
vations was published in the Am. Joum. of 
Med, Sciences for July, 2875, and the result 
of the analysis of those cases was as follows: 

In no case did the disease prove fatal. The 
duration of the disease, from the time the 
diarrhcea began up to the date of convales- 



ence, varied from 6 to 21 days — the shortest 
6, the longest 2 1. In one case diarrhoea ex- 
isted 14 days before the dysentery occurred. 

If we exclude the last case, it is found that 
the average duration of the disease was 10 1-9 
days, or, with the last case, 111-5 days. It 
has seemed to me that these cases, although 
the number is not large, establish the fact 
that acute dysentery is a self-limited disease. 
I do not think that very much would be 
gained by repeating these observations and 
collecting a larger number of cases. Here, 
then , we have a disease which has a natural 
tendency to self- limitation, and, in that re- 
spect, it corresponds with the essential fevers. 
But it does not follow, because we have a dis- 
ease which, if left to itself, will either prove 
fatal or cease at a certain time, that we are 
not to employ treatment, for by treatment we 
may abridge the duration of the disease, mit- 
igate the suffering of the patient, and conduct 
the case more happily and more pleasantly to 
a favorable termination. 

In the first place, then, we will consider the 
indications in the treatment of a case of spor- 
adic dysentery. What are the the objects to 
be kept in view ? The first indication is to 
effect a complete evacuation of the alimen- 
tary canal, provided that has not already been 
accomplished by a spontaneous prodromic di- 
arrhoea. You can ascertain whether or not 
the intestinal canal has been completely evac- 
uated by inquiry concerning the quantity and 
character of the dejections, and by manual 
exploration of the abdomen. We can explore 
the colon externally very satisfactorily, 
throughout the greater part of its extent, and 
in that manner ascertain whether it is full or 
empty. You are to be guided, then, with ref- 
erence to the first indication, by the character 
and the number of evacuations and the quan- 
tity of matter evacuated, and by the results 
of manual examination of the colon. 

If we have reason to conclude that fseces 
are retained in the large intestine, it is a ra- 
tional procedure to first take steps to secure a 
complete evacuation of such an accumulation. 
This may be done by the use of the various 
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temedies. Castor oil is a remedy whiob haa 
loDg been employed, and ia one veil snited to 
meet the indioation id these cases. Salines 
have been used for the same purpose, and per- 
haps are to be preferred, becanse they are far 
more easily taken, and afford more relief. 
Having fulfilled the first indication, what is 
the next ? Upon the general principle that 
an inflamed organ shonld be kept at rest, the 
next indication is to keep the inflamed intes- 
tines perfectly quiet. Hov is this to be done? 
It is beet accomplished by the nse of opium. 
These are the two objects to be attained in 
the treatment of sporadic dysentery. 

There is another principle of treatment ap- 
plicable to certain cases of sporadic dysentery, 
but still more bo to those oases embraced un- 
der the epidemic form of the disease ; and 
that is, to render the eystem tolerant of the 
local affection. In all diseases which involve 
more or less constitutional disturbance and 
tend towards a fatal result by exhaustion, if 
we place the patient under the inflnence of an 
anodyne, assuming that the effect of the ano 
djrne is good, that it does not produce naaaea 
or disturbanoe of the digestive system by idi- 
osoyncrasy, we render the patient better able 
to support the affection ; there is less consti- 
tutional distnrbaDoe than would be the case 
if the drag were not employed. By render- 
ing the patient free from uneasiness and pro- 
moting sleep, we diminish the tendency to fa- 
ta! results if there be any such tendency by 
way of exhaustion. Opium, in the treatment 
of dysentery, may be adminietered by the 
month, by the rectum, or hypodermically. 
Perhaps we succeed better in eecnring quie- 
tude of the large intestine by the use of ano- 
dyne enemas than by the nse of opium, either 
by the month or hy^Hjdermically — the effect 
upon the large intestine seems to be more di- 
rect. After a day or two it may be found 
that the alimentary canal is again more or less 
loaded, and, if deemed necessarv, the salines 
or the oil can be repeated. From time to 
time varions methods have been recommended 
as extremely efficacious in the treatment of 
this disease. Acoordingly, large and small 
doses of calomel have been nsed; salines, var- 
ious kinds of injections, applications of cold 
and heat, etc., etc., have been suggested ; but 
the more recent plan of treatment is that rec- 
ommended by Dr. McLean, and consists in 
the use of ipecac. 

I have been led to employ this plan of treat- 
ment in a certain number of cases. It is rec- 
ommended by Dr. McLean to administer twen- 
ty-flve or thirty grains of powdered ipecac — 

f)recediDg it for a little time by a full dose of 
audanum. If the ipecac be retained, it is to 
be repeated in dimmii-hed doses every eight 
or ten hours. 



I have seen this plan of treatment employed 
in qnite a number of casee, and I mast s&y, 
that it sometimes has a very marked effect np- 
on the disease. At the same time, I woald 
say that, according to my experience, without 
^ving accurate data, in the larger pr^ortioo 
of cases, the ipecac treatment fails. There is 
no objection, however, to making a trial of 
the remedy, because it will do no harm if it 
do not succeed. 

The diet for this class of patients should be 
restricted, theoretically at least, to those arti- 
cles of food which are as combletely digested 
as possible. This is done upon the principle 
of keeping an inflamed part at rest. Our ob- 
ject is to prevent, as far as possible, the exer- 
cise of any function by the large intestine ; 
that is, we administer noarishment which 
leaves but little residuum to pass into this por- 
lion of the alimentary canal. Cold water and 
ice applied to the rectum sometimes relieve 
the tenesmus. Warm, soothing applications 
over the abdomen usually afford a certain 
measure of relief. 

In i8V+ I recei'-'ed a letter in which is given 
au account of the personal experience of a 
gentleman with reference to a rather novel 
way of treating dysentery. He was en- 
camped in the army four miles from Wash- 
ington. He had suffered severely from pain 
and tenesmus, as well as frequent macoos and 
hloody discharges from the bowels, for forty- 
eight hours, and was greatly eibaasted. He 
was unable to retain much food upon bis 
stomach, and beoanse of his irritable stomaoh 
had abstained from food for nearly eighteen 
hoars. About that time an old negro oame 
into camp, peddling ovsters, and they were 
prepared and eaten with vinegar and salt. 
He says he felt a craving for this article of 
diet with its accompaniments, and that he ate 
freely of the oysters, and having heard an old 
physician say that vinegar and salt was an ex- 
cellent remedy for dysentery, he gave them 
plenty of that kind of dressing. He writes 
that he was almost at once perteotly relieved, 
and that was the last of his dysentery for that 
year. He also writes that he had frequent 
opportumties to recommend the same plan of 
treatment in his own and other regiments, and 
that it had uniformly been attended with the 
same success. 

There is no reason for discrediting the story 
which the geatleman relates, and certainly, 
t'rom the writer's standpoint, the plan of treat- 
ment is somewhat novel. It is not probable, 
however, that the oj siers produced any spec- 
ial benefit ; nor is it any more probable that 
ihe vinegar and the salt taken with the oys- 
ters pruduceci any special remedial effect. 
But there is involved in the case a principle, 
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which is perhaps worth mentioning. If we 
can find an article of diet which the patient 
desires and craves, and it can be taken and di- 
gested and assimilated, we benefit the patient 
by allowing him to have it, and also exert a 
controlling influence over the disease. This 
is the point which I wish to impress upon you. 
We are to be guided, to a certain extent, by 
the instincts and desires of the patient, and I 
am willing to say that, in almost every dis- 
ease, if the patient has a well-defined desire 
for any article of food, it is wise to allow it 
to be taken. We are much safer in following 
the instincts of the patient, in this respect, 
than in following out any set of dietetic rules 
with theoretical form. I canQot but think, 
that adopting the same general dietetic rules 
and endeavoring to apply them to every case, 
is harmful. 

TBBATMBNT OF SFIDEMIC DYSENTERY. 

Next, with regard to treatment of the se^ 
verer cases of dysentery which are usually ep- 
idemic, especially that form in which we have 
a history of early and abundant sanguinolent 
transudation, accompanied by marked pros 
tration. In severe cases of epidemic dysen- 
tery, we have to deal with a very formidable 
disease. What are the indications in its treat- 
ment ? In general, purgatives are to be avoid 
ed. Salines, which operate by producing a 
more or less abundant watery transudation, 
are contraindicated. 

So far as medical treatment is concerned, 
our chief reliance must be placed upon opium. 
Administer opium early and persistently, and 
to the extent of absolutely quieting the intes- 
tines, but at the same time avoiding the risk 
of narcotism. It is a noteworthy fact that 
the quantity of opium which can be ad 
ministered in these cases, without exposing 
the patient to danger from overuse of the 
drug, is som etimes very large. 

We are to take into account the fact that, 
in certain cases at least, there is a wonderful- 
ly increased tolerance of opium. For exam- 
ple, I have given a patient, suffering from ep- 
idemic dysentery, a grain of the sulphate ol 
morphia every hour — 24 grs. per diem — and 
continued such doses for several days with 
out producing the least manifestation of nar 
cotibm ; and the patient was a person not ac 
customed to taking opium. That was an ex- 
traordinary case, it is true, but 1 have been 
repeatedly led to observe a greater increase<l 
tolerance of opium in this class of cases. 

Astringents may be administered, piovided 
thty are well tolerated by the btomacb, with 
a certain amount of benefit — not marked, 
however — but they should never displace th» 
u.*e of opium. 



Supporting measures must also be employed, 
and with regard to alcoholics, the same is true 
as with reference to opiuni — there is an in- 
creased tolerance. We cannot go too far, in 
severe cases of epidemic dysentery, in the use 
of alcohol, if we do not carry it beyond its 
supporting effect, and the life of the patient 
may depend upon its use. The persistent use 
of opium and alcoholics is the most essential 
feature of the treatment of epidemic dysen- 
tery. If the disease be associated with other 
affections, additional indications may be de- 
rived from the latter. For example, if the 
disease be associated with malaria, the use of 
quinine is indicated, and other indications 
may be developed by complications with ota- 
er diseases. 

CURONIC DYSENTERY. 

Our next subject is chronic dysentery. lu 
our climate we rarely see a case of this dis- 
ease. It is essentially a disease of the tropi- 
cal climates. With regard to sporadic and 
epidemic dysentery, as it occurs in this cli- 
mate, there is scarcely any tendency to the 
supervention of the chronic form of the dis- 
ease, whereas in tropical climates there is con- 
siderable tendency to this result. 

The distinguishing feature of the dejections 
in chronic dvsentery is the presence of inflam- 
matory products, and our differential diagno- 
sis is based upon that fact. If the dejections 
are liquid and contain more or less inflamma- 
tory products, we can infer that the affection 
is extensive ; that it affects a greater part or 
the entire large intestine. If the patient has 
regular fsecal evacuations, and between them 
discharges of inflammatory products, it may 
be inferred that the disease is located in the 
lower part of the bowel. With the character- 
istic dejections there is generally more or less 
of progressive emaciation. If the disease is 
extensive, extreme emaciation is commonly 
developed. 

It is important to make a correct diagnosis 
in these cases, but in hospitals it is not always 
made with accuracy, nor is it always easy to 
make a discrimination between chronic dysen- 
tery and chronic diarrhcea, the disease with, 
which chronic dysentery is most frequently 
confounded. Chronic diarrhcea is a much less 
grave affection than chronic dysentery. 

What are the indications for treatment in 
chronic dystntery / There are several reme- 
dies whicn have been supposed to produce a 
beneficial tffeot through their local influence 
upon the inflamed part. We have the nitrate 
of silver, sulphate of copper, and bismuth in 
large doses, which are supposed to exert a fa- 
vorable influence by coming in direct contact 
with the iiifl-Kued muuous membrane. With 
regard toiiit:u.iu of silver and sulphate of cop- 
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per it seems to me that it is simply an error 
to sappose that any doses of these remedies 
which the stomach will tolerate can be taken 
and pass through the stomach and small intes 
tine and then act as local remedies n pon an 
ulcerated surface in the large intestine. NfVhat- 
ever effect these remedies produce must be ex- 
plained in some other way. It is easier to un 
derstand that bismuth, given in large doses, 
and continued regularly, may reach the large 
intestine and produce some local effect. 

Bismuth is a palliative remedy and one of 
considerable value in the treatment of chron- 
ic dysentery. Not infrequently it diminishes 
the frequency of the dejections and the abun- 
dance of the inflammatory products which 
they contain. It is a remedy which can be 
given almost ad libitum. It is a remedy which 
frequently is given in too small doses to pro- 
duce any curative effect. We should rarely 
give less than 3i., and from 3ss. to 3ij. 
may be given without producing other disa- 
greeable effects than the inconveuience which 
may arise from its bulk in the stomach. The 
various ferruginous and vegetable astringents 
may be given. They have been regarded by 
different observers as valuable in the treat- 
ment of this affection and it is our duty to try 
thpm in succession. 

These patients are to be sustained by tonic 
remedies and a nutritious diet. The diet 
should consist of articles which are as com- 
pletely as possible digested in the stomach 
and small iutestine, thus leaving the least pos- 
sible residuum to enter the colon. You will 
be guided largely^ by the instincts and exper- 
ience of the patient with regard to selecting 
articles of diet. More advantage may, per- 
haps, be derived from hygienic treatment 
than from any other. A change of climate 
is a most important element in the treatment 
of chronic dysentery. I am speaking partic- 
ularly of cases occurring in a tropical cnmate. 
A change from a warm to a temperate or cold 
climate is beneficial. A uniformly cold and 
dry atmosphere is best suited to these cases. 
Durins the late civil war, and also during 
the Mexican war, we had occasion in New 
York to treat numerous cases of chronic dys- 
entery contracted in the Southern States and 
in Mexico, and the most effectual measure for 
their relief was a change of climate ; a change 
to even farther North than this city. 

BUBACUTB BNTBBITIS. 

We meet with oases of enteritis which are 
neither acute nor chronic, but are subacute. 
Subacute enteritis is not uncommon. It is 
frequently connected with excessive eating, 
or with the action of an agent which inter 
rupts the digestive process. Here we have 
to make a differential diagaosis betw^een this 



disease and simple functional indigestion. 
Subacute enteritis is almost invariably in- 
duced by dietetic excesses. In accord anoe 
with general principles, then, the first thing 
to be done in the way of treatment is to re- 
move the contents of the small intestine, as 
is done in the greater proportion of cases by 
diarrhoea. The alimentary canal is then to be 
kept quiet by the moderate use of opium, and 
the diet of the patient carefully regulated. 

GHBONIC BNTBBITIS. 

Chronic enteritis rarely occurs in adults if 
we exclude the enteritis which is associated 
with tubercular disease — that form of chron- 
ic enteritis which occurs in connection with 
certain cases of phthisis If a patient suffer- 
ing from pulmonary phthisis has a persistent 
diarrhoea, one perhaps which can be controlled 
by opium, but which speedily returns as soon 
as the effect of the opium passes away, and 
this continues for some time, we may safely 
infer the existence of tuberculous eateritis, 
which will sooner or later lead to ulceration. 
Exclusive of these cases, and exclusive of 
the ulcerations which sometimes persist after 
recovery from typhoid fever, chronic gastrit- 
Ih is a rare disease in adults, but common in 
children. In young children, and during den- 
tition, especially in cities, the cases of cnronic 
enteritis, acute and subacute enteritis are very 
numerous, aud con^tiiuie the greater part of 
the cases known commonly as ^' summer com- 
plaint " and cholera infantum. As these af- 
fectionajnore properly belong among diseas- 
es of children they will not be studied at this 
time. 

SUBACUTB GASTBITIS. 

With regard to subacute gastritis it is a 
very common affection, and one which exists 
in a large proportion of the oases which oc- 
cur so frequently, and to which in this ooun* 
try the name " bilious attack " has been ap- 
plied. ^'Gastric embarrasment" is also a 
name which has been given to the same con- 
dition. The term " gastric fever," a teroi 
which should never be used, but one which 
has received a popular recognition, has been 
employed by some physicians, and even by 
some medical writers in describing this dis- 
ease. The symptoms which characterize a 
transient and subacute gastritis are loss of ap- 
petite, nausea, sometimes vomiting of a con- 
sideruble amount of mucus, and perhaps bile, 
more or less of tenderness over the epigastri- 
um, and a certain amount of fever ; the ther- 
mometer rising as high perhaps as 100 or 101^ 
F., and the pulse increasea in frequency, 
i his.!group of symptoms can frequently be re- 
ferred to over-indulgence at the table, or to 
the effect of some agency, mental or physical, 
which, after the ingestion of food, has given 
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rise to indigestion. The food undergoes 
chemical change in the stomach, andprodnoes 
a certain amount of inflimmation. This form 
of gastritis is not severe, and does not, as a 
rule, call for very active treatment. 

It may be proper, if there is su<9picioa that 
the stomach contains indig^PRted food, to pro- 
duce vomiting. — Medical Record. 



Treatment of Chronic Intermittent 

Fever. 

{Continued from September No.) 

BY J. B. BLACK, M, D., NBWABK, O. 

After all this preliminary, the reader may 
be raised to some expectancy as to a plan of 
treatment at once novel and successful. As 
to the newness of the plan of treatment I have 
to recommend, there is not so much to be said; 
it is more correctly a somewhat new handling 
of old tools, than a fresh invention} but as to 
its success it would be difficult to speak too 
saaguinely. Yet, I have sometimes asked my- 
self, if my superior success of late years in the 
management of this disease is not in part due 
to some abatement of its intensity. I will 
grant that such may be the case, but at the 
same time must avow my faith that the prin- 
ciples of treatment, reduced as I have oeen 
able to reduce them, to a system, are the true 
ones, amply able to render the physician a 
master of his patient's condition, and only 
needing in lower latitudes potions of medicine, 
especially of quinine, somewhat larger than 
what may be needful for that of Ohio. 

In the therapeutics of intermittent fever it 
is not enough when a patient presents himself, 
to diagnose the disease and prescribe for the 
name on a routine plan. The history, tem- 
perament, habits ana collateral derangements 
must be carefully scrutinized, and the reme- 
dies as well as the doses precisely adapted to 
them. It is also necessary to erase as much 
as possible from the mind the dominant notion 
of a malaria in the system, and instead, to fix 
the attention aearchingly upon all the organs 
whose functions are most seriously implicated. 
To correct these, after the paroxysms are for 
the time arrested, is the sine qua nan of ulti- 
mate success. This, as a rule Cinnot be ac- 
complished by continuedly active or disturb- 
ing medication^ but only by that which will 
hold the organs most at fault up to the stan- 
dard of healthy action, and no more ; neither 
causing them to sink below their normal ac- 
tivity nor to rise much above it. Accomplish 
this successfully — guarding the tendency to 
periodicity by qainme at proper intervals and 
the health will s)on bd toned above the ague 



point and the tendency to relapse permanently 
obliterated. 

In carrying out the principles of treatment 
the exact course adapted for all cannot of 
course be laid down, as this is a matter of in- 
dividuality, scarcely any two persons exhibit- 
ing the same phases and modifications of de- 
rangement. 

But suppose a person suffering by a chronic 
intermittent shows something like the follow- 
ing symptoms : The disease has not been on 
him longer than at frequent intervals for four 
or six months ; the nourishment and strength 
of the body are fair, considering the antece- 
dents, but there is a sallow or dusky hue of 
tne skin ; the eye is heavy and listless, the 
tongue heavily coated, the lips moderately 
ansBmic, the appetite capricious, the bowels ir- 
regular, with vertigo or cephalalgia more or 
less constantly, the renal secretion is now 
highly concentrated and tinted with bile, then 
clear and abundant, with aching in almost ev- 
ery bone of the body which is now better, now 
worse ; and withal, severe paroxysms of chills 
and fever on alternate days. Tne prompt ar- 
rest of these paroxysms is indispensable, as it 
is these which cause, aggravate and perpetu- 
ate the organic derangement, especially of the 
chylopoetic viscera, until their functions are 
always, even during intermissions, very im- 
perfectly performed; thus depraving the as- 
similative f ancuons and the organization of 
the blood. It is this and nothing more, which 
is at the root of the so-called malarious ca- 
chexia, and in proportion as bad management, 
not imbibition of malaria, is prolonged, does 
the certainty as to the appearance and degree 
of the cachexia, ceteris paribuSy mainly depend. 
I therefore, make it a rule never to allow a 
person to have a paroxysm after being seen if 
I can help it, although in most instances the 
action of quinine is not only less certain but 
far more unpleasant in its effects if given with- 
out preparatory treatment. In most instances 
this only consists in the administration of an 
efficient cathartic of podophillin and meronrv. 
When there is a diarrhoaal tendency leptandrm 
acts with the mercurial to better actvantage 
than the podophyllin. After the viscera are 
relieved of their loaded, vicious secretions, 
the quinine should be administered, and as a 
rule one third less is required to stop the par- 
oxysms than if that had not been done. Ten 
or twelve grains are sufficient in the one case, 
and from fifteen to twenty in the other. Af- 
ter the regular paroxysms are arrested no more 
quinine need be given until the seventh, four- 
teenth and twenty-first days, unless a gross 
indiscretion of the patient should cause it to 
return sooner. On these days, the same 
amount is to be taken as in the nrst instance — 
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say three grains before each meal, and at bed 
time until the requisite amount is taken. 

The treatment of the interims is highly im 
portant, it is in fact the grand requisite of 
success. If the tongue, after the catharsis, 
remains coated — with sluggish peristalsis and 
icterode hue of the conjunctiva or skin, I or 
der the following : 

IJ Protoid. mer., grs. ii. 

Podophillin, grs. i. 

Nit. pot., grs. vi. M. 

To be given only at bed- time of each day un- 
til the appearance of the tongue and skin are 
normal. The reason for administerirg 'the 
medicine at that time is this : the night hours 
allow the remedies to act therapeutically in 
an undisturbed manner by either food or 
drink. As soon as the tongue is clean and 
the tendency to hypersBmia and hypertrophy 
of the liver, and the tumid abdomen is made 
to disappear, the powders^are to be stopped, 
and resumed if the symptoms reappear. 

At the same time or at least as soon as the 
most extreme chylopoetic derangement i^ cor- 
rected in order to hold these organs up to the 
standard of healthy action — not to correct any 
apparent derangement — the following should 
be administered: 

3 Fl. ext. euonymus 5 ' J* 

Fl. ext. taiax 

Fl. ext. xanthoxyli aa § i. M. 

And order a teaspoonful before each meal ex- 
cept in the days when the quinine is to be 
taken. When the tendency to revert to 
marked hepatic torpor is very great, ten or fif- 
teen drops of the fluid ext. stillingia should 
be added to each dose — or if the spleen is en- 
larged a few grains of iodide of potash to 
each dose of the solution will do excellent ^r- 
vice. If the patient is anywise anaemic, the 
liquid oxy-nitrate of iron should be adminis- 
tered. It forms an excellent solvent and ve- 
hicle for the quinine, tones the appetite, facil- 
itates the hematosis, and acts favorably upon 
the functions of the liver. 

The precautions to be observed by the pa 
tient are important. The diet must be simple 
and plain — no pastry, warm bread, rich pud- 
dings, or any highly seasoned complex dishes. 
No wine, beer or liquor to be allowed. The 
clothing should be adequate, especially for 
night protection, or after sudden meteorlogi- 
cal changes. For these purposes flannel un- 
derclothing should be enjoined in all cases in 
all seatioris. The exercise should be mild — 
never being can iud to the point of exhaustion 
until convalehcence etds In a few wordn, 
the vital strength needed for recuperatiot 
should not be spent in exhausting toil. If it 
is, ten to one all the most skillfully diiected 
treatment will prove of only temporary ad- 



vantage. Ordinarily, the treatment and these 
observances should be strictly practiced for 
at least a month, after which a gradual cessa- 
tion and a return to ordinary habits may be 
allowed. It is certainly far oetter economy 
to do this for a month than to be partially 
disabled for several months or even tor two 
or three years, as all experienced observers 
have frequently seen. 

To prevent an intermittent becoming chron- 
ic — a teaspoonf ul of the extracts above named 
should be taken before breakfast and dinner, 
after the paroxysms have been arrested with 
quinine ; anticipating the tendency to recur- 
rence on the 7th and 14th days by the latter 
means. The diet and habits should also be 
made to conform to the rales already given. 
In this way there is no diffipulty in avoiding 
a return of the paroxysms every week, or for 
months. 

In inditing these directions there has been 
no thought of simply filling or rounding out 
this article according to a routine formula, 
but every sentence is.meant to convey indis- 
pensable requirements, not to be simply ac- 
cepted as sound or sensible directions, but 
such that must be put into the strictest prac- 
tical operation for entire success. 

The period of treatment, of course, depends 
upon individual peculiarities, upon the facility 
with which reversion to health occurs, upon 
the extent and profundity of the organic de- 
rangement, and upon the length of time 
which the disease has existed either through 
mismanagement or the obstinacy of the pa- 
tient, and upon the fact whether the person 
is acclimated or not. One of the lymphatic 
temperament needs treatment longer than one 
of the sanguine — while those of the bilious 
lymphatic longer than either. 

Such is the outline of treatment for chron- 
ic intermittents that I have pursued for years 
and with perfectly satisfactory results. I 
have had patients with enormously enlarged 
spleen, enlarged liver, tumid abdomen, dirty- 
pale complexion — who had been using quinine 
and prussiate of iron for months, interspersed 
with cathartic pills every now and then, and 
only with the most transitory benefit, in fact 
upon the whole getting worbe and worse, or 
falling into what is termed the malarious ca- 
chexia — and had them improve under the 
plan above given almost uninterruptedly un- 
til perfect heiilih enu«*d. — CV/*. Lan cL" Clin, 



For Tapeworm. 

ft. Flor kouhsu 3 vi. 

Kamela 3 iv. M. 

Take half at 8 a. m., at 9 a dose of salts, 
and at 10 tJ^e other haXL — Canadian Jotfrn, 
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Veratnim Viride in Epileptic Convul- 
sions. 

BY EDWARD P. MORDOUGII, M. D , FLATBUSH, 

LONG ISLAND, N, Y. 

Being called upon to witness and treat 
many attacks of epileptic convulsions, and 
having thoroughly tried with but little, if any 
success, the numerous remedies and devices 
offered by our standard authorities, partly at 
the suggestion of Dr. L. P. Gray, of Brook- 
lyn, I determined to give veratrum viride a 
fair trial. Having witnessed as well as read 
of the beneficial effects of this drug both in 
ursBoodc and puerperal convulsions, as well as 
in the "internal" convulsions of children, I 
hoped that I had at last obtained an agent 
which, used in a proper manner, would di- 
minish the severity and decrease the frequen- 
cy of the recurring convulsions — an end much 
to be desired, and one which the following 
cases will, I think, convince the most skepti- 
cal reader, was arrived at. Messrs. Hey den- 
rich Bros, prepared for me the following so- 
lution, which, used hypodermically was en 
tirely satisfactory, and was followed by no 
unpleasant results, the small amount of mor- 
phia counteracting, in almost every instance, 
the nauseous and emetic effect of the drug. 

5 . Morphice sulph gr. ijss. 

Tr. veratri viridis, 

Aq. dest., aa | ss. 

Misce. 

Case I.— M. D., set. 22, Oct. 17, 1877. Pre- 
vious to this date it had been my misfortune 
to attend this man on four different occasions. 
He had been subject to these attacks for fif- 
teen years, and for five or six years past the 
convulsions had been increasing in severity 
and duration, lasting, with intermissions of 
from five or ten minutes, for three or four 
hours. I had ineffectually tried to diminish 
their intensity and frequency by means of ni- 
trate of amyl, chloroform and ether, the cold 
douche, compression of the common carotids, 
etc., etc., but had found it necessary in each 
case to remove him to the City Hospital (March 
Sept. 10th, 14th, and 27th, 1877), where his 
convulsions continued in spite of all treat- 
ment, until after lasting a number of hours 
and exhausting the corps of nurses and atten- 
dants, they gradually grew less frequent and 
severe, and endei in the usual sleep. On 
this occasion he was seen about twenty min- 
utes after the commencement of the attack, 
and according to the testimony of the by- 
standers, the convulsions had been increasing 
in severity and duration. While rigid aad 
convulsed I gave him hypodermically twenty 
minims of the solution, representing ten min- 



ims ot the U. S. P. tincture and about a tenth 
of a grain of morphia, and repeated the dose 
in twelve minutes. In about four minutes 
there was a marked change in the .force and 
rapidity of the pulse, while the pupils about 
the same time began to dilate. The patient 
was kept prone and complained of no nausea, 
but said the punctures were quite painful. 
There was no indication of a convulsion, and 
after watching him an hour and ten minutes, 
his pulse having become stronger, he was left 
to sleep. Learned later that no convulsions 
ensued, and that no abscesses were developed. 

Feb. 15, 1878.— Was again called to attend 
^., and found him in a series of convulsions, 
\vhich had not been affected by the adminis- 
tration of amyl in the hands of a physcian, 
who was present when the convulsions began. 
Gave him twenty minims of the solution dur- 
ing a convulsion, and followed it with ten 
more minims eleven minutes later, and had 
the satisfaction of seeing no indication of a 
convulsion returning. In two hours he was 
illowed to walk home, and aside from slight 
pain due to the punctures and some little nau- 
^iea on standing erect, he was none the worse 
for the treatment. 

March 2 8 oh. — Was summoned to see M., 
and found him violently convulsed, the attack 
being the fnost severe ever seen by those pres- 
ent, well acquainted with him. He had been 
on a prolonged debauch, lasting three days 
during which time he had eaten little or noth- 
ing, and had wound up in a police-station cell 
in a pitiable condition. As ih^ convulsions 
were increasing in seventy, at the earnest re- 
quest of his friends to afford him assistance, 
it possible, notwithstanding his already de- 
pressed condition, I gave him eighteen min- 
ims of the solution in the period of rest fol- 
lowing a convulsion. In five minutes his 
pulse had become very much decreased in 
force, and had fallen from one hundred and 
eight to fifty-six beats a minute, and for the 
first time in my use emesis followed in a few 
moments. His pupils were dilated and skin 
cool and moist, and for a moment I regretted 
having given him a depressant in his present 
condition. However, as the emesis was con- 
trolled by morphia, and as his pulse became 
more full after the administration of a diffus- 
able stimulant, I had no further occasion for 
regret. After "carefully watching him for an 
hour, I left him in the hands of the police, 
ind was informed later that there was no re- 
turn of the convulsions, and that after sleep- 
ing for three hours he walked home, the only 
unpleasant result following the administration 
of the veratrum being some slight uneasiness 
at the point of puncture. I believe that the 
emesis present in this instance will hardly be 
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wondered at when hig condition is taken into 
consideration. 

April 20tb. — Was called to pee M., and, a« 
nsual found him surrounded by an alarmed 
crowd, and waH told that convulsion was fol- 
lowing convulsion at regular intervals with 
undiminished sevei iiy. Gave him an injection 
of twenty minims of the solution, following 
it with twelve more in nine minutes, and had 
the satisfactic'U of seeing no nausea or emesin 
result, and the convulsions cease. The patient 
was soon able to walk home, and experienced 
no unpleasant effects from the treatment. 
His being sent for six months to the county 
penitentiary caused me to lose sight of him. 

Case II.— J. E., net. 30. Was called to at 
tend £., and found him in a characteristic 
convulsion, having a history of attacks fron 
his youth up to the present time. He had 
had four convulsions, and as there were no 
symptoms of their ceasing, I gave him sixteen 
minims of the solution, following it with ten 
more in ten minutes. No more oonvulsionp, 
and as there were no symptoms of their ceas- 
ing, I gave him sixteen minims of the solu- 
tion, following it with ten more in ten miti- 
utes. No more convulsions, no nausea, and 
but little local pain was the result. Moved 
him home, and was informed later that n** 
convulsions or abscesses followed. 

Cask III. — W. M., 8Bt. 20. Convulsions 
have been experienced at intervals of about 
three weeks for seven years. Usually last 
about an hour and a half. Called to see him 
about twenty minutes after attack began. Ad 
ministered twenty-two minims of the solution, 
and there being no symptom of a return of 
the convulsions did not give any more. Pa- 
tient was taken to St. !reter's Hospital, and 
discharged the following; morning. No con- 
vulsion while in the hospital. Eight days lat- 
er was again called to attend M., and found 
him violently convulsed, the attack having 
lasted but ten minutes. Gkive him twenty 
minims. Result was as before — no more con 
vulsions, although they had been increasing 
in severity up to the time of the injection, ac- 
cording to the testimony of spectators. Thi* 
patient enlisting in the IJ. S. Navy prevented 
lurther observation. 

Cask IV, — K. C, 8Bt. 45. Confirmed epi- 
leptic for twenty years. Convulsions had 
been present for twenty minutes. No dimin 
ution in severity or duration had been noticed 
by friends. Twenty minims of the solution, 
followed in eight minutes by twelve more, 
were administered. No convulsions or naus- 
ea followed. Was unable to learn whether 
or not an abscess resulted. 

Case V. — J. B., sBt. 38. History of epilep 
tio convulsions for sixteen years. Patient 



was in third consecutive convulsion when first 
seen. Gave thirty minims b^ mauth as soon 
as paroxysm ceased. Was obliged to admin- 
ister it in this manner, as my syringe was not 
in working order. In six months a convul- 
sion occurred, as severe as any previous, but 
of shorter duration. None followed and tbe 
dose was not repeated. Have every reason 
to believe that if the veratrum had been ad- 
ministered subcutaneously so that it could 
have been more quickly absorbed, the result 
would have been as satisfactory as in the pre- 
vious cases. No nausea was experienced as 
far as could be ascertained. 

Cask VL — J. C, SBt. .27. History of epi- 
lepsy fcr twelve years was given by friends. 
Convulsions usually last about an hour and a 
half. Were of twenty minutes duration 
when first seen by me. Grave him twenty 
minims by the hypodermic syringe, and in 
twelve minutes followed it with fourteen min- 
ims, as there was some indication of a return 
of the convulsions. No paroxysm followed, 
and no nausea was complained of while under 
my observation, nor could I learn of any sub- 
sequently from the police in whose custody 
he was. 

Cass y II. — J. C, sst. 25. On seeing this 
case, learned that the convulsions had been 
present for about fifteen minutes, and that no 
diminution in their severitv or duration could 
be noticed. Gave him eighteen minims of 
the solution, and as there was no indication 
of a return did not increase the amount. The 

Eatient was able to walk home in about two 
ours, and was free from nausea and localpain. 

My term of service as ambulance surgeon 
having expired, I was compelled to discontin- 
ue my observations, which had more than jus- 
tified my most sanguine expectations. To 
recapitulate, the veratrum was administered 
subcutaneously in nine oases, and although 
the convulsions had been increasing in severi- 
ty, or at leafct were not becoming less severe,, 
no convulsion followed its administratis m. In. 
the one case in which the drug was given by 
mouth but one convulsion followed, and that 
was shorter in duration than the previous ones. 
Emesis was established in but one instance,, 
and was promptly controlled by morphia. 
As far as could be ascertained, the injections 
were not followed b^ abscesses, and but little 
local pain was experienced. In conclusion, I 
believe that the inference drawn from the 
above cases is that, administered subcutane- 
ously, veratrum viride in large doses of from 
ten to fifteen minims of the U. S. P. tincture,, 
will in almost every instance abort the recu/r^ 
ring convulsions of epilepsy, and that used in 
such doses no unpleasant result will be exper- 
ienced. — Medical Record. 
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Memoranda for Treatment of Cases of 
Intestinal Obstruction. 

BT JONATHAN HUTCHINSON, ?, B. C, B. 

1. In all early Btagee, and ia all acute oaseR, 
abstain entirely from giving either food or 
medicine by tbe month. 

2. Uee ai«»8liietica promptly. Pnt the pa- 
tient nnder the fall inflaenoe of ether ; exam- 
ine the abdomen and rectam oarefnily before 
tympanites has concealed the conditions ; ad 
miniater large enemata in the inverted poei 
tion of body ; and, if advisable, practice ab- 
dominal taxis. If yon do not eacoeed at first, 
do it repeatedly. 

S. Copious en«mata, aided perhaps by the 
long tube, are advisable in almor*t all ca«en, 
and in most should be frequently repeatedly. 

4. Fluid irgectione may be sometimes re- 
placed by insufflation of air in oases of inva 
gination, since ur finds its v&j upwards bet- 
ter, and is more easily retained. It is, how 
ever, somewhat dan|^rous, and has, perhaps, 
no advantage over injections with the truEk 
inverted. 

5. Insufflation is to be avoided in all oases 
of suspected Btrioture since the air may be 
forced above the stricture, and there retained. 

6. Saline laxatives are admissible in certain 
oases where impaction of fseoes'iB suspected, 
and in oaties of stricture where fiaidity of ite 
oes is advisable. 

7. Opium (or morphia) mnst be ased in 
proportion to the pain vhioh the patient suf- 
fers. It shoald be administered by the rec- 
tum or bypodermioally, and should be com- 
bined with belladonna. If there be not much 
pain or shock, it is better avoided, since it in- 
creases constipation, and may mask the symp 
toms. 

8. A full dose of opium administered hy- 
podermically will pat a patient in a favorable 
condition for bearing a prolonged examination 
under ether, and attempts at abdominal taxis. 

0. In oases of uncertain diagnosis, it is bet 
ter to truet to the chance of spontaneous cure 
or relief by repeated abdominal taxb, than to 
resort to exploratory operation ; or, in desper 
ate oases, iliac enterotomy should be done. 
Operations for the formation of an artificial 
anusMn tbe right or^left loin may be performed 
whenever the diagnosis of in^nrable obstmc- 
tive disease in thelower bowel is made. 

10. The operation for the formation of an 
artifioial anus through the anterior part of 
the abdon:inal wall and into the small intes 
tine should be resorted to only in certain cases 
of insuperable obstruction, in which the seat 
ot disease is bellevedto be above the oieonm. 

1 1. In all oa^es In which the precise seat of 
disease is donbtfnl, but the large intestine is 



suspected, rhe riffAt loin should be preferred. 
If the colon here be found to be emnty, the 
peritoneum may be oautionsly operea, and a 
coil of distended small intestine Drought Into 
the wotind. 

12, My last sngffestion as to the treatment 
ia one which, spe^ng as I do in a medical 
section, I feel some delicacy in making. It 
ia, however, I believe, a very important one, 
and it is this, that cases of mechanical nb- 
stmction are really surgical and not medical 
cases. They require manipalative measures 
both for diagnosis and tor treatment, and they 
require them early. It is difficult to explain 
why it has come about that, as a rule, a phy- 
pician is called in first, and nothing but drug 
treatment usually adopted in the early periods, 
and it is, I am convinced, much to be regret- 
ted. The surgeon is but too often asked to 
see the case only in the last stage, when it is 
thought that perhaps an operation may be de- 
sirable. At this period the abdomen is disten- 
ded, and an accurate diagnosis impracticable ; 
bat, what is worse, the stage at which abdom- 
inal taxis is most hopeful has passed. My re- 
marks do not, of course, apply when the med- 
ical attendant possesses the knowledge and 
exercises the functions of both branches. — 
Hospital Gazette. 



Local Morbid Temperatures. 

(i' Union Medicate, May 4, 1878.) M. 
Peter read before a late meeting of the Acad- 
emy of Medicine of Paris the results of his 
researobesim local morbid temperatures. The 
following remme is given by the journal cit- 
ed : 

1. The parietal temperature of the side af- 
fected with pleuritia is always higher than the 
average panetal temperature, which is 97.3 
deg. The morbid elevation is from .9 deg.; 
1.8 deg.; 3.6 to 6 deg. 

2. The temperature rises with the increase 
of the exudation. 

3. The elevation of the parietal tempera- 
ture deojea^es daring the stationary period 
of the exudation, that is, when the latter 
ceases to increase ; hut, generally, the parie- 
tal temperature of the pleuritic side is still 
from .9 to 2.7 degrees higher than that of the 
healthy side. 

4. Pleuritia not only causes a rise in the 
parietal temperatare of the affected region, 
bat also in that of the opposite side ; still, 
the former is always some tenths of a degree 
to two degrees higher than the tatter. 

5. The parietal temperature gradually de- 
creases as Bpontaneoas absorption of the exu- 
date takes place, bat it still remains four to 
five tenths of a degree higher than that of 
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the healthy side. This elevation coutiuuett 
for some time, and explains the possibility of 
relappe. 

6. In plenritis without exudation the local 
temperature is less elevated than where exu- 
dation takes place, and the fall to normal 
temperature takes place more rapidly. 

7. The absolute elevation of temperature 
in the affected side is greater than the abso- 
lute elevation of the axillary temperature. 
This local hyperthermia precedes that of the 
axilla. These two facts deraonntrate the dom- 
inatiog influence of the pathological pleuritic 
process upon the general condition, or at least 
upon the general temperature. 

All the above facts have reference to ca^es 
of pleurisy in which thoracentesis was not 
performed. In connection with those in 
which operative procedures had taken place, 
he arrives at the following conclusions : 

That the local hyperthermia, following 
puncture in pleuritis, as well as in ascites, is 
the result of hyperaemia a vacitso 

'1 hat, in pleuritis, this mechanical hj^perse- 
mia is necessarily added to the anterior inflam- 
matory hypersemia, against which puncture 
is absolutely without curative action. 

That, thus we have two hypersemiaa instead 
of one ; in const qnence, then, necessarily re- 
sults an increased vascular tension of the still 
inflamed pleura. 

That, thus the freshly exuded liquid may 
be richer in leucocytes and red blood corpus- 
cles ; thus is easily conceived the purulent 
transformation of a fresh exudation, when 
the original puncture was made in the high 
febrile period of the pleuritis. 

That, this accumulation of hyperaemia, the 
sudden return of the blood into the pleural 
cavity, made manifest by the local hyperther- 
mia, explain the syncope, the pulmonary con- 
gestion, the consecutive albuminoid expector- 
ation, the pain and the oppression observed 
in those cases of rapid depletion or of sudden 
hypersemia by evacuation materially demon- 
strated by his researches upon local hyper- 
thermia. — Detroit Lancet. 



The Cure of Sciatica by Phosphorus. 

L)r. Volquardsen reports in Schmidt's Die 
tionary and the Pesth Medico- Chirurg, Presse. 
Iho. 39, 1877, a case of sciatica which lasted 
for two years and defied all treatment. He 
then arrived at the idea of trying the intern- 
al use of phosphorus, which he prescribed in 
doses of one-thirtieth of a grain three 
times a day. Three days sufficed to obtain 
a marked improvement, and three weeks 
broughta complete cure. — Drug Circular cfc 
Chern Gaz. 



nits on ^urrrnt iHebical fimctitc 
anb ^plniaits. 



A Great Catalogue. 

A work is going on in the Surgeon Gener- 
al's Library which is attracting attention all 
V ver the world. A force of seven or eight 
clerks of the medical bureau of the govern- 
ment have been engaged for several years, un- 
der the direction of Surgeon- General J. S. 
Billings, in compiling a catalogue of the liter- 
ature of the National Medical Library, better 
known in Washington as the Library of the 
Surgeon- General's office. This catalogue is 
lo be much more than its name indicates. It 
will be an alphabetical classification by names 
of titles of all diseases, wounds, and affections 
to which human flesh is subject, all known 
remedies, theories of treatment, and descrip- 
tions of special cases, giving at the same time 
the names of authors who have written upon 
medical subjects, and of the books and the 
numbers of the pages in which such matters 
are treated. In short it will be when fin- 
ished, a complete descriptive index to nearly 
everything which has ever been written upon 
any subject, in any language, which has a pro- 
fessional interest for medical men, provided 
the volume or treatise is to be found in the 
National Medical Library. Being the largest 
medical library in the world, the almost abso- 
lute completeness of the catalogue is guaran- 
teed. 

The library now contains nearly ninety 
thousand volumes, some of which are exceed- 
ingly valuable, not only for the information 
they contain but as relics of the early days of 
book- making. The most ancient volumes 
date from the fourteenth century (before the 
invention of printing). They are carefully 
written with a clear hand upon parchment, 
and are perfectly legible at this day. The 
library is the resort of writers upon medical 
subjects from all parts of the country and 
not seldom from other lands, who come here 
to avail themselves of the unrivalled facilities 
for reference which it aff )rds. Many great 
advantages will result from this catalogue, 
which we have not space to mention. 

PICRATE AMMONIUM IN WHOOPING COUGIJ. 

Dr. Z. T, Dellenbaugh writes to the Editor 
of a Western Medical Journal at considerable 
length, upon the use of the Picrate of Am- 
monium in Pertussis. He thinks that he has 
discovered a specific in that malady. We 
briefly quote the pith of his letter. " I have 
treated six children with whooping-cough 
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(at lae Howard Di^'peiJsary) with the Picraie 
of Ammonium mixture, and, I am happy to 
state, with the most gratifying resultft. The 
mothers assured me that after their children 
would take two or three doses of the medicine 
the paroxysm would relax in severity, and in 
a couple of days, would entirely subside as a 
paroxysmal cough with the well known whoop, 
and a simple cough of ordinary laryngo bron- 
chitis remains. I gave the remedy in this way : 

IJ . Picrate Ammon gr. i. 

Muriate Ammonia ^rs. xxiv. 

Ext. Glyoyrrhiz Pulv 3 i. 

Aqua 5 iii • 

M. Sig. Teaspoontul every turee liours to a 
child hix months and under, doubling the 
quantity for a child of about a year to two 
years of age, and giving as much as one- eighth 
grain to a child three to five years of age." 

MEDICAL APHORISMS. 

The following dogmatic form of stating 
facts greatly simplifies the logic of conviction. 
Dr. Roberts Bartholow is responsible for the 
following : 

" Qainia performs its offices by means of its 
antiseptic power^ : is an anti ferment. It 
may produce permanent deafness. It arrests 
inflammation in its forming stage, and is ex- 
cellent in scarlatina, variola and rubeola. 

Alkalies, in the treatment of rheumatism 
are losing ground, and quinia, blisters, and 
cold baths give better results." 

** The Sulphites vaunted by PoUi, are of no 
avail." 

" Spare woman, by warm baths and inunc 
tions of oil, may acquire flesh and roundness 
of form." 

" Blue Lick water (of Kentucky) is useful 
in abdominal plethora and obesity." 

"Mercury increases the flow of the bile, not 
by augmenting its secreti m, but by produc- 
ing refljx constriction of the gall bladder, 
mechanically forcing out the bile." 

" Phosphorus is tbe best remedy for impo- 
tence." 

" Alum is the best cure for lead colic and 
relieves the pain and nausea more certainly 
than any other remedy." 

^'Digitalis possesses great utility in scarlet 
fever. It lowers the temperature, and main- 
tains the action of the kidneys." 

" Aqua puncture is so decided in its relief 
of pain, that some physicians contend that 
the anodyne effects of hypodermic injections 
of morphia are due to the water, and not to 
the opiate. Tne injections of water to be 
efficacious, must be near the seat of pain. In 
facial neuralgia, sciatica, lumbo abdominal 
neuralgia, lumbago, uterine colic, and irrita- 
bility of the bladder, aqua puLCture possesses 
extraordinary power. In paralyzed and wast 



iiig uiUbolca, iw proiuuitjs uuirition of the mus- 
cles and contributes to the regeneration of 
muscular power. Thirty to sixty minims of 
water should beinj^cted at the painful points : 
ind if no relief occurs in t^vo minutes, repeat 
the remedy." 

HEMORRHOIDS TUBATKI) BY FORCED DILATATION 
OF THE SPIIIXCTER ANI. 

A French thesis by F. Monud, (X' Union 
Medicale) extold the forcible dilatation of the 
sphincter as the mo^t safe and successful 
nethod of treating many cases of internal 
hemorrhoids. The operation is done under 
anaesthesia. Oje of the conclusions reads as 
follows : "In view of thirty cases already 
known, in which the forced dilatation, with- 
out giving rise to any serious accident, has in- 
variably produced either a radical cure or a 
notable amelioration, there is no temerity in 
assuming that this excellent method will rap- 
idly pass into the domain of every day surg- 
ery." 

INTESTINAL GAS. 

The following conclusions are drawn from 
a paper on the above subject, read by M. Le- 
ver before the Academy of Medicine, Paris ; 

1. Food does not seem to produce gas ; that 
found in the digestive tube comes from the 
external air, the blood, and the fsecal matters. 

2. The gas formed during the course of 
fl itnlent dyspepsia is not due to the decompo- 
sition of food, but comes from the three 
above mentioned sources. It is continually 
kept in motion by the pathological contraction 
of the intestinal muscular fibres Although 
'Continually expelled, it is constantly renewed, 
[ts production may be incessant, as well in 
the fasting individual as in one well nourished. 

3. This symptom, production of gas, there- 
fore implies the existence of an intestinal ir- 
ritation which is always consecutive to a 
stomachal dyspepsia of already long duration. 

4. The courrte of the disease, and the treat 
ment followed to obtain a cure, confirm these 
clinical observations. 

5 There is no necessity of instituting a 
medication against the gas />er see ; moreover, 
ihe so-called absorbent powiers, as charcoal 
do not absorb the gas as has b»?en proved ex- 
p( rimentally. Pulverized charcoal has no gas 
absorbing properties. 

RHEUMATISM TREAT KD WITH LIME JUICE. 

In the Canada Lancet, Dr. A H. Chandler 
"jails attention anew to the use of an old rem- 
edy, and reports several severe cases in which 
good results followed its use. Without re- 
gard to the condition of the bowels — unless 
previously much constipated — he begins with 
at least ten ounces of lime juice, increasing 
rapidly to eighteen or twenty-four per diem — 
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from half an ounce to one ounce or more ev- 
ery hour, with not less than double or treble 
the quantity of cold water, usually diluted 
and sweetened to the patient's taste. He finds 
that even on the second day the amendment 
is decided, and the disease, in acute cases, 
more particularly sthenic or asthenic, gener- 
ally subsides on the fourth or fifth day of 
treatment. He usually prescribes one grain 
of opium, with or without lead and tannin, 
night and morning, in order to restrain the 
bowels which the ]uice has a tendency to re 
lax. The effects of this treatment are, he 
says, rapid diminution of joint swelling, di- 
minished perspiration, steady fall of pulse, 
which often becomes quite slow, with a slight 
tendency to sjncope, the majority of cases 
requiring quinme and supporting food about 
the sixth day. 

COD LIVBE OIL AND IBON. 

Dr. G. F. Elliot, of Hull, observes in the 
Lancet of June, 1878, that the desirability, 
and at the same time the difficulty of giving 
iron and cod-liver-oil simultaneously, must 
have been experienced by every member of 
the profession. The difficulty consists in the 
circumstances, that if any of the commonly 
used preparations of iron, such as the syrup 
of the iodide, or the tincture be in any way 
mixed with cod-liver-oil, the well-known and 
nauseous flavor produced by the contact of 
steel and fish is strongly developed, and on 
the other hand, if they are given separately 
the patient complains that he is always taking 
medicine. Dr. Elliot finds in the new prepar- 
ation (solution 'of dialysed iron) a very satis- 
factory means of overcoming the difficultv. 
The oil should be poured on the vehicle m 
which it is usually taken, and the requisite 
dose of the iron solution should then be care 
fuU;^ dropped upon the surface of the oil, and 
it will be found to remain suspended in the 
latter, neither sinking through into the liquid 
below, nor becoming decomposed in any way. 
The iron solution being as nearly as possible 
tasteless, its addition is in no way objection- 
able to any patient who can tolerate the oil. 

NITBATB OP LEAD IN EPITHILIOMA AND IN ONY- 
CHIA. 

In the Saccoglitori Med, No. 9, 1877, G. 
Calletti states that he has recently effected a 
cure in three cases of epithelioma, in one of 
which the part effected was the noRe, in the 
second the cheek, and in the third the stern- 
um. The mode in which he applied tbe rem- 
edy was by dusting the powder over the affec- 
ted part, and recoverv took place when this 
had Deen done about four times. 

Two obstinate ulcers of the foot which had 
proved rebellious to other methods, quickly 
recovered under the same treatment. Yan- 



zetti has recently recommendt$d ttie use of ni- 
trate of lead in onychia maligna. 

PBEPABATION OF LITHIA AND THBIB THEBA FEU- 
TIC USES. 

According to M. Limonbia, {Joumnlde Med- 
icine Maiy 1877), carbonate of lithia is most 
frequently in the form of a solution ; Car- 
bonate of lithia (cryitallized) 50 centigr. 
Aerated water 500 gr. The water thus pre- 
pared is taken either pure or with wine, two 
to four glasses a day, according to the direc- 
tions of the physician. For those patients 
who dislike the strong alkaline flavor of the 
lithia, the dose can be given as a citrate or 
carbonate with the flavor concealed, the dose 
being 10, 15, 20, or more centigrammes. One 
or two glasses of seltzer water should be 
drunk afterwards, to render dissolution of the 
salt more easy. The preparation of lithia for 
external use are not very serviceable, some 
new formulas are therefore recommended. 

1. Oleostearate of lithia 4 grs. 

Axunge 30 " 

2. Glycerine 30 grs. 

Carbonate of cit. lithia 4 min. 

To be shaken before using. 

3. Olycerole of starch 30 gr. 

Carbonate of lithia 4 m. 

ThcFc preparations may be employed as oint- 
ments for enlarged joints and in swellings 
caused by the accumulation of urate of soda, 
in gouty and rheumatic persons. 

For Journal Muteria Mediea, 

Yellow Fever. 

The subject, that for the present focalizes 
the interest of tbe medical profession, is that 
dreadful scourge, variously called St. Domin- 
go fever, Bulam fever, tfungle fever, Anda- 
msian plague, and now, generally known as 
Yellow fever. 

The September journals have generally en- 
deavored to meet the demand for information 
on this absorbing subject. 

CHABACTEBISTICS OF YELLOW FEVEB, &C. 

In The Cincinnati Lancet and Clinic^ J. 
W. Compton, M. D., presents some striking 
differences in the symptoms and character of 
yellow fever, and those of malarial fever. 
We give a few of them. He says: "In yel- 
low &ver the intense pain is felt m the back 
part of the head and in the cerebro-spinal re- 
gion." 

" The pain of malarial fever is usually in 
the front part of the brain." 

" Attacks of yellow fever afford almost en- 
tire immunity from future attacks, while at- 
tacks of malarial fever increase the tendency 
to future attacks." 
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"The pref>araiioQ8 of oinohona bare do b^- 
oifio oontrolUng effeota in yellov fever, while 
in malarial fevers they have a nnirersally ac- 
knowledged and marked controlling effect." 

" Yellow fever never rtseB spontaneonsly in 
onr conntry, but mnst be propagated, * * * 
while malarial fevers arise spontaneously • • * 
and are never propogated by imported oontag- 
ion." 

" Yellow fever will not exist in a tempera- 
ture below 10° Fahrenheit." 

" Dr. Gaillard of Louisville, Ky., to whoce 
able pen I am indebted for maoh of tbe dis- 
tingaishing features of these two very dissim- 
ilar diseases says : " The great anthorities in 
all civilized lands believe yellow fever and ma- 
larial fever to be essentially and totally differ- 
ent." 

"WatsoD believes the disease to be propaga- 
ted by minute germs, and that there is in l£i»' 
disease an infection." 

"Dr. Geo. B. Wood writes thus. "There 
can be but little doubt that the cause of yel- 
low fever is speoifio and peouliar, asj mu<di bo 
aa small-pox or acarlatina ; the germ or fer- 
ment may be conveyed from one spot to an- 
other, and) thongb perhaps not more than a 
mere point, may poison the atmosphere of a 
whole city." 

A Northern physician with no peraonal 
knowledge of yellow fever, would be very apt 
to accept Dr. Comptom's oosolasions aa cor- 
rect. But here comes Prof. H. K. Whitford, 
in the Chicago Mitdioal limes, and aays of 
yellow fever : ''It is not contagious or infeo- 
tioue, therefore there is no danger when we 
come in contact with the disease, if it is in a 
looalily where it orijpnates." 

" Having faad the disease is no bar to the 
influence of the poison a second or third time." 

He saya : "It is caused by the miasma aris- 
ing from the rapid decomposition of vegeta- 
ble matter " 

In the same joamal J. Q. Vandewalkw, M. 
D., of Ind., savB, among other good things, 
" Some contend that it is purely a fever hav- 
ing its origin in a speoiGo contagion, and oth- 
ers that it is a miasmatic fever," • •. • 

" I am fally convinced both are right, and 

THAT CERTAIN MIASMATIC CONDITIONS ASB MSC- 



BSSABT TO DEVELOPS TBE SPECIFIC 

OF YKLLow FETEE, and to bring about an ep- 
idemic." 

Agiin he says : "The identity of yellow fe- 
ver miasm with malarial miasm has been 
strongly maintained by many. Others reject 
this view." * * "I am satisfied that each of 
these views is correct to a certain ezteni ; i. e. 
all that is required to complete the identity 
between the two miasms is to add to malaria 
of the swamp (produced by decaying vegeta- 



ble matter) the additional condition of decay- 
ing animal matter under the same conditions 
as to moisture and heat," 

DTVEBSITIES OF TBEATHEHT. 

In Dr. Whitford's article already referred 
to, he says : "The treatment shonld be very 
similar to that prescribed in ooogestive remit- 
tent fever," * * * 

He advocates solph, of soda and capsicum, 
tr. zantfaoxylnm, fluid ezt. belladonna, citric 
acid, fl. ext. veratrnm viride, sulpb. quinia, 
ferri prna., ferri carb., hydrastin, and spt. fru- 
menti, to be given at the different stages of 
the disease. 

In striking contrast with this is Dr, Rnsh*B 
treatment in Philadelphia in 1703, which com- 
prised bleeding, calomel, and jalap. Still 
more simple was the treatment of a certain 
Friend in New York, of whom Dr. Hassoi k is 
reported to have said : "The old Qnaker has 
saved more yellow fever patients with bis cat* 
nep and castor oil than any of the medical 
profession have." 

No candid physician can read the articles 
from which we have made these eztractft and 
similar ones, without being convinced that 
the milleninm of concord and harmony on the 
canse and cure of yellow fever, has not yet 
arrived, and that at present, our treatment of 
this disease is largely experimental. 



Amenorrhcea. 

Powdered me 6 centigrammes.' 

" savin 5 " 

" ergot 5 " 

" aloes 25 " 

ft. piL 
Of these, 3 are taken the lat day ; 6 the 
2nd ; and 9 the 3rd day, always in three dos- 
es. Foot baths, sitz baths, and fumigations 
are ordered before beginning tbe pills, and 
leeches are applied to the labia while the pills 
are being taken. 



Purgative Pills, 
Jour, de M4d. et de Ghir. : In his book on 
Milk, Cream, Butter, M. Husaon calls atten- 
tion to Planobe's formnla for purgative milk, 
a cathartic which has the advantages of being 
easy to take and certain in action : 

Q ReetDte soaminoniee. .grs. vi (40 otgms.); 

Saoch. albn 3ijs8 (10 grams); 

Trit et ad. gradatim: 

Laotis pari 3 vi (100 grams); 

Aq. lanrooerasi . . . .M ziv. ^ j (f gram). 
M. A single dose for an adult. — LouiaviUe 
Med. News. 
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Monthly Summary. 



Water as a Constituent of Orfi:anlc Sub- 
stances. 

Water forms three fourths of the weight 
of living animals and plants, and covers 
about three fourths of the earth's surface. 
Prof. Chaussier dried the body of a man in 
an oven, like a brick in a kiln, and after des- 
iccation the body weighed only twelve pounds. 
Rither more than a pound of water is exhaled 
daily by the breath, about If pound by the 
skin and 2f by the kidneys, making the da'ly 
emission of water by the body about 5^ 
pounds. 

The following is the percentage of water in 
some well known articles : 



Wheat 15 

Barley 15 

Oats 16 

Rye 12 

Rice 13 

Beans (field)...,. 15 

" ^kidney)... 23 

Peas 14 

Turnips 88 

Carrots 85 

Rye flour 14 

Barley flour 14 

Maize flour 13 

Indian corn fljur. . 14 

Oatmeal 14 

Wheatbread.44 to 48 

Rye bread. ..44 to 49 

Cane sugar 5 

Linseed cake 10 

Flesh 77 

Skin 68 

Bones, variable 7 to 20 

Beef 74 

Yeal 75 

Mutton 71 

Haddock 82 

Sole 79 

Tea 5 

Coffee 12 



Mangel wnrzel ... 82 

Cabbage (leaves) . . 95 

" (stem)... 84 

Mushroom 96 

Fungi. 87 to 95 

Potato 75 

Watermelon, 94 

Cucumber 96 

Vinegar plant 95 

Wheat fljur 13 to 16 

Cocoa 5 

Manna 10 

Figs :. 21 

Plums 75 

Apples 80 

Gooseberries 80 

Peaches 75 

Egg, entire 74 

Milk 87 

Blood 79 to 83 

Gastric juice 97 

Trout 80 

Pigeon 76 

Cheese 40 

Hair,wool,horn 9 to 1 1 

Brandy 56 

Whiskey 47 

Rum 30 

Beer 90 



— Drug. Circ, Jt Chemical Gaz 



Crgotin In Diseases of the Bladder. 

London Med. Record: Dr. Molfese, in the 
Cirillo of May 5, 1878, calls attention to the 
results of the internal use of ergotin in cases 
of paralysis of the bladder, hemorrhage, etc. 
He relates three cases. In the first a priest, 
aged eighty six, was suddenly attacked ^ith 
retention of urine. After this condition had 
lasted thirty six hours the urine was drawn 
off by a catheter. It was turbid, and con- 
tained mucus and pus, and, eight dayb later. 



blood in large quantity. Injections ot aluui, 
nitrate of silver, and sulphate of zinc pro- 
duced no effect. Dr. Molfese then ordered a 
spoonful of the following mixture every lialf 
hour: Bonjeau's ergotin, one gram; water, 
one hundred grams; syrup of orange-peel, 
fifty grams. Infections of a very dilute solu- 
tion of salicylic acid were also given. In 
eight days the blood had completely disap- 
peared from the urine. The catheter was 
used for some days, and after treatment for a 
month the patient was cured. la the second 
case a man, aged seventy -two, had retention 
of urine, which contained mucus, pus, and 
blood. After the use of ergotin for twenty 
days the bladder regained its power. The 
ihird case was that of a man, aged fifty-one, 
who had twice suffered from gonorrhcea, spe- 
cific ulcer, and suppurating bubo. For two 
bionths he had been unable to retain his urine. 
After the use of ergotin for ten days the in- 
continence had nearly disappeared, and at the 
end of fourteen days the patient was cured. — 
LouhvHle Medical News. 



Treatment of Internal Bleedine Piles. 

Dr. Q. C. Smith, of Cloverdale, Cal., writes 
to the Nashville Journal of 3fedici7ie and 
Surgery: — 

Without stopping to mention, or comment 
upon, any of the various plans of treatment 
of internal bleeding piles, as laid down in stan- 
dard works, or suggested in periodical medi- 
cal literature, we will at once proceed to 
briefly outline a plan of treatment that we 
have originated, and successfully applied in 
four cases. Of course, such constitutional 
treatment as may be indicated in each case is 
duly attended to. 

We prefer spiced castor oil, to keep the 
bowels in a soluble condition. Our local 
treatment consists in large rectal injections of 
tar soap suds, hot as can be borne ; and after 
the bowel has been thus thoroughly cleansed 
and constringed the soap suds is allowed to 
oass off. And soon after a solution of sul- 
phate of zinc or carbolic acid, strong enough 
10 produce slight smarting, and hot as can be 
borne, is slowly injected into the rectum, in 
such quantity as can be conveniently retained, 
and retained one hour if possible, the paUent 
for the time, remaining quietly in the recum- 
bent posture. This process is repeated once 
or twice a day, as the circu nstances of the pa- 
tient may allow or the severity of the case de- 
mand. There are probably other astringents 
ihat may be as good, or better, than those 
(lamed, but they are the only ones we have 
ised. We would wuggest sulpho-carbolate of 
zinc as one that would probably be one of the 
bebl. — Med ti'Sarg. Reporter, 
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Etioloey of Yellow Fever. 

BY JAMES L. PEKEYMAN, M. D., BELLEVILLE, ILL. 

We wish, through the columns of your val- 
uable journal, to meet the question in refer- 
ence to the etiology and pathology of yellow 
fever, well aware of the fact that no disease 
has been more ably written upon than it has 
been. We have been taught, from time im- 
memorial, by the ablest members of the pro 
fession, that it is a malarious disease, differing 
from intermittent and remittent fever only in 
degree, not in kind, Now, if this be true, is 
it not logical to suppose that the same reme 
dies that cure remittent and intermittent fe 
ver should cure yellow fever ? But our South- 
ern medical brethren, who are as skillful and 
learned as the members of the profession any- 
where, have signally failed to stay its ravages 
in any degree. The treatment in no two epi- 
demic s being alike, in short, it has been em- 
pirical and experimental in the extreme. May 
we not be partly or altogether mistaken in 
reference to its etiology and pathology ? If 
it is a malarious disease, may it not be com- 
plicated with some other septic poison, anal- 
ogous to that of typhus, or the materies mor- 
bi of some new disease not yet discovered ? 
At this time we only wish to raise the ques- 
tion, without attempting its discussion. A 
thorough discussion and study of the disease 
by the medical profession of the whole civil- 
ized world, at present, would not be time mis- 
spent. — Med. <j& i<Hrg, Reporter. 



Treatment of Taenia. 

In the administration of the bark of the 
root of punica granatum for tsBnia, M. Laboul- 
bene departs from the usual practice, by giv- 
ing castor oil after instead of before the an- 
thelmintic. He macerates from two to three 
ounces of the fresh bark in two glasses of wa- 
ter, for 24 hours, and then boils it down to 
half the quantity. This is given in two por- 
tions, at an interval of half an hour ; the oil 
is given as soon as the patient begins to com- 
plain of malaise, intestinal pain, and borboryg- 
mus. When administered at this time the 
oil hastens the expulsion of the woim, which 
might otherwise refasten itself to the wall of 
the intestine. Another formula recommen- 
ded by M. Laboulbene, is the following : Fil- 
ix ma!i. 3 j.; syrup of ether, 3 xijss. — M. Thi^ 
is to be taken in one dose, and should be fol- 
lowed in two hours by an ounce of castor-oil. 
The syrup of ether narcotizeb the worm, which 
is then unable to resist thtr action of the pur- 
gative. The vermifuge should only be given 
at a time when the patient is passing frag- 
ments of the tasnia, — Medical Record, 



Belladonna a Stinnulant to the Circulatory 
System. 

R H. Weber, M. D. {Philadelphia Medi- 
cal Times^ July 6, 18'i8), recommends the use 
of belladonna in cases of collapse, whether 
the collapse is caused by opium or cholera 
morbus, cholera infantum, or true Asiatic 
cholera; in fact; the doctor thinks that it 
should form part of the treatment in all cases 
of collapse or shock in which danger threatens 
from failure of the circulation. The reason 
on which he bases his preference for this drug 
in such cases is that belladonna is a strong 
stimulus to the circulatory and respiratory 
centres. By the use of belladonna then the 
doctor would tide over the crisis until nature 
could reassert her6elf,and thus save his patient. 
Belladonna added to a diuretic will greatly 
increase its effect, and cause the kidneys to 
carry off effusions much more rapidly. — De- 
troit Lancet, 



Treatment of Chronic Alcoholism. 

In reply to a question by a correspondent 
in the British Medical Journal for May 4, 
p. 669. regarding the best treatment for the 
tremors of chronic alcoholism and a substitute 
for the constant craving for drink which ex- 
ists, Dr. Lauder Brunton recommends fifteen 
minims of tincture of perchloride of iron^ 
with ten minims of tincture of nux vomica, 
as most efficacious for the tremors, combined 
with bromide of potassium if restless at night. 
The chalybeate mixture, either alone or with 
the addition of tincture of capsicum (five or 
ten minims), relieves he craving for drink, 
for which purpose also a mixture of carbon- 
ate of ammonia in infusion of gentian is val- 
uable. If there be derangement of the stom- 
ach, it should be treated by ten- grain doses 
of subnitrate or carbonate of bismuth, with 
magnesia and tragacanth. — Drug, Clrc. <b 
Chem, Gaz, 



Ereotlne in Haemoptysis. 

The sovereign remedy against hsBmoptysis 
is ergotice, says a foreign physician, which, 
as is well known, excites the vaso-constrictors. 
A solution in glycerine (1 : 10) is better than 
a solution in water, as after long standing it 
shows but little sediment and no fungi. Af- 
ter the injection the spot injected becomes 
very sensitive, with some heat, followed by 
redness, which disappears in eight or ten hours. 
If the patient is much excited or has much 
cough, the author is accustomed to precede 
the ergotiue injection with one of morphia, or 
10 give them both at once, but in different 
places. In this way, the patient becoming 
quiet in mind and body, the ergotine has a bet- 
ter chauce to act. — Drug. Circ. <& Chem. Gaz. 
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Therapeutic Action of Iodoform. 

Dr. Molesohott (Wiener Medioin. Wochen- 
Bohrift) states that he has used iodoform with 
good result in the treatment of exadation into 
the pleHra, pericardium, and peritoneum, and 
of the acute hydrocephalus of children. He 
renerally applied it in the form of ointment 
[one in nf teen of lard) or with elastic oollo- 
lion (one in fifteen of coUo lion). Large glan- 
dular swellings were caused to disappear un- 
der the use of tbe iodized collodion. It was 
found useful as a means of assuaging pain in 
gout, neuralgia, and neuritis. Syphilitic my- 
ocarditis was cured by iodoform inunction, 
combined with the internal use of the drag 
in doses of from three fourths of a grain to a 
grain and a half daily. Iodoform appears to 
act like digitalis upon the heart, increasing 
the strength and reducing the frequency ox 
its beats, and was hence used successfully in 
uncompensated valve* disease. Its action de- 
pends probably on its ready decomposition, 
by which the iodine in the nascent state is 
brought into action upon the tissues. — Louis- 
ville Medical News, 

Influence of the Piano in Affections of the 
Uterus. 

Dr. Balestree terminates an article which 
he has published in the Nice Medical by say- 
ing that his meaning would be misunderstood 
if it were thought that he discountenanced 
music as a part of female education, or that 
he believed it to be the origin of uterine ail- 
ments. All he wishes to enforce is what ob- 
servation has demonstrated to him — that in 
every nervous and impressionable woman who 
is suffering from affections of the uterus, mu- 
sic may provoke and aggravate congestions 
of this organ, and that in advising the patient 
concerning her hygienic management this fact 
should be borne in mind. Moderation in the 
practice of music and interruptions in its pur- 
suit must be insisted upon while pursuing the 
ordinary measures of treatment ; and by this 
means various accidents occurring during 
uterine affections will be obviated. — Drug. 
Circ. cfc Chem. Oaz. 



Atropine and Daturine. 

The Boston Journal of Chemistry for Aug- 
ust, 1878, says that in 1850 A. Yon Planta as- 
serted that atropine and daturine were identi- 
cal. This assertion led to mischief, for the 
manufacture of atropia was soon begun from 
the leaves and seeds of the sttamoniam. 
Hence the uncertainty of certain specimens 
of atropine, for daturine has been found to be 
less active than atropine, and more uncertain 
iu its action. 



Schroff found in 1852 that the medical ac- 
tion of the two alkaloids was similar, but that 
the atropine was twice as powerful as the da- 
turine. Erhard found that the crystalline 
forms of some of their salts were different in 
lb66. Recently Poehl has shown that atro- 
pine is optically inactive, while daturine turns 
polarized light to the left, its specific rotating 
power being 14.12 degrees. Platinic chloride 
precipitates the salts of atropine, but not 
those of daturine. Picric acid, on the contra- 
ry, precipitates daturine salts, but not those 
of atropine. — Detroit Lancet. 

Vomiting of Prescnancy. 

Bullet, de V Ac. toy. ds med. de Belgique — - 
Lyon Medicale^ April 14, 1876.) — M. Lubelsk^ 
publishes a simple method for checking this 
functional derangement. 

As soon as the first sensation of emesis is 
felt, or even the nausea, which commonly pre- 
cedes it, M. Lubelsky orders the use of a 
douche of atomized ether (by Richardson's 
apparatus] to the epigastric region and the 
corresponding portion of the vertebral column. 
The douches should be continued from three 
to five minutes, or even longer, if the patient 
feels the better for it, and repeated every 
three hours. In bad cases, he alterDates the 
use of ether with that of chloroform. Ac- 
cording to the doctor, success is almost cer- 
tain, and the relief immediate. 

He adds, that with the same means, he has 
had considerable success in chorea, asthmatic 
attacks, and whooping- cou^h. — Detroit Lan. 

New Mode of Treating Varloocele. 

I find the following simple procedure an ef- 
ficient method of treating varicocele. Pass a 
long and strong hare-lip ^in between the veins 
and the scrotal walls, bringing the point of 
the pin close beneath, but not through, the 
scrotum ; then make the point retrace its 
course, but passing now behind the veins, un- 
til it emerges near the puncture through which 
it entered. In a word, by employing that 
form of acupressure known in the Aberdeen 
School as the method of retroclusion, a vari- 
cocele may be effectually compressed and the 
veins obliterated. — S. Messsngbb Bbadlbt, 
Manchester. — Brit. Med. Jour. 



Treatment of inflammation of tlie Bladder. 

Dr. George Johnson has called attention to 
the happy effects produced in certain cases of 
cystitis by an exclusive milk diet. The milk 
is to be taken cold or tepid, and not more 
than a pint at a time to obviate curdling. 
Unskimmed milk is the best, as the cream les- 
sens the tendency to constipation. — Drug. 
Circ. cfc Chem. Gaz. 
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Editorial. 



Paris Exposition. 

Amongst the large collections shown in the 
United States department hf Messrs. Tilden, of 
New York, occupying about one thousand bottles 
and illustrating all the indigenous crude drugs 
and their preparations, extracts figure promi- 
nently. Here, in the liquid extract, still another 
variety is met with, containing glycerin, which 
it will be remembered was introduced as a men- 
struum in the United States pharmacopoeia for 
1873. Although a considerable quantity of these 
glycerin liquid extracts are now to be met with 
in this country, there are evident signs that in 
the United States their present form is not alto- 
gether regarded as satisfactory, and the attention 
of the revision committee engaged in preparing 
the new edition of the United States Pharma- 
copoeia is especially directed to the whole subject 
of extracts. Professor Diehl, chairman of the 
sub-committee, having drawn up a scheme for 
the co-operation of pharmacists generally in 
can'ving out an exhaustive series of experiments. 
Certain it is that a great deal of work in this di- 
rection will have to be done before it will be 
practicable to include the fluid extracts in an in- 
ternational pharmacopoeia. — New Remedies. 



-♦♦♦► 



Bromo-Chioraium. 

BY PROP. POLK, M. D. 

The interest manifested in reference to this 
agent evinces that it possesses a high place among 
remedial agents and is recognized as one of the 
most important of our recent additions to the 
healing art. Notwithstanding the opposition it 
has encountered it has been tested by very many 
of our best and most conscientious physicians 
with very general satisfaction. As an injection 
in uterine diseases in which there existed often- 
fiive discharges, it has very often contributed a 
blessing in overcoming the odor and rendered 
loathsome and incurable diseases more endura- 
ble. In vaginal leucorrhcBa, the result has been 
far better than anything else that I am acquain- 
ted with. I could easily cite a dozen cases which 
had defied the lead, iron, zinc and vegetable a.s- 
tringents, thac became obedient to the persuasive 
influence of the Bromo-Chloralum. As an injec- 
tion in gonorrhoea, both in the male and female, 
I have found it superior to all other injections, 
m fact in my hands it has superseded them. . It 
can ever be used with freedom without the 
slightest degree of stricture. Recently I used it 



in a case of congestive gleet, with perfect relief 
after the disease had defied external and internal 
medicines. As a lotion to obstinate chronic ul- 
cers, it not only dissipates the disagreeable em- 
anations, but excites healthy action and often 
induces granulation. As a disinfectant it is par 
excellence, without replacing the impure air 
with irritating and offensive emanations, it over- 
comes the noxious and perhaps poisonous effluv- 
ia, and leaves the atmosphere pure and whole- 
some. I find that when used in infectious dis- 
eases it modifies, when it fails to destroy entire- 
ly, the virus. In the treatment of Scai'latina 
this is very strongly evident. Every case con- 
tracted in an atmosphere subjected to the Bro- 
mo-Chloralum h«u9 been mild and not a single 
case has proved unfortunate. 



-♦♦♦► 



Bromo-Chloraium-lts Uses in the Lyine-in- 
Room* in Puerperai Fever. 

BY DR. BASKERVILLE, HORN LAKE, MISS. 

Called to see Mrs. S., aged 42, — mother of 
7 children, — I attended her through rather a 
severe labor, she having suffered considerably 
from post partum htemorrhage. Pound her 
with considerable fever, somewhat delirious, 
great tenderness over the region of the uterus, 
the lochia 1 discharge having almost ceased — and 
very offensive. I ordered the bedding to be 
sprinkled — pro re nata — with a solution of Bro- 
mo-Chloralum diluted to one- twentieth its nat- 
ural strength, also stained napkins to be sprin- 
kled with it as they were removed, — and cloths 
wrung out of the same solution to be suspended 
in the room. — Result : — purification of atmos- 
phere, no fcBtor at all on removal of napkins, 
and general satisfaction expressed by friends for 
its l)enign influence. 



^■» 



Bromo-Chioraium. 

Letter from Dr. Rbber, St. Louis. 

Gentlemen — With year Bromo-Chloralum I have 
been quite saccessful, in every respect that I have 
tried it. As a disinfectant for general use it has 
no equals being devoid of anything like a disagree- 
able odor ; besides possessing no corrosive proper- 
ties, so as to more or less destroy anything it comes 
in contact with, like nearly all other dismfectants 
do. As a gargle for sore throat, foetid breath, as 
a wash for the body— -for abrdded surfaces— un. 
pleasantness about the feet, and tor hardening soft 
and tender feet, beats all I ever used. The latter 
being one of my especial troubles {soft and tender 
feet^) and it has cured me. Should at any time a 
change take place, the feet soften and become ten- 
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der, a few washings sets all right and generally 
lasts for a long time. In a case of *^ Elongated 
Uvula" when the patient had spent some 40 or 50 
dollars with his physician, and to no advantage. 
I gave him a strong gargle of the Bromo-Chloralum 
with directions to use it four or five times a day — 
cured him in two days — and he has used it once 
since w^ith like eflftct. First time he used it was 
a]>out two years ago, then again last winter with re- 
sult mentioned. 



-♦♦♦- 



Bromo-Chioralum in Varicose Ulcers. 

Extract from letter of A. J. Smith, M. D., 
Tell City, Ind., Oct. 6, 1878. 

'*I have been using Bromo-Chloralum in a 
large number of Varicose Ulcers as a disinfect- 
ant, and I wish to state that I find it better than 
Carbolic Acid or any other disinfectant that I 
have employed. Its use has enabled me to cure 
cases of 18 years' standing." 



-♦-•-^ 



Extract from letter of D. W. Shafbr, M. D., 
H}de Park, Luzerne Go., Pa. 

''I have used your Bromo-Chloralum in treatment 
of Cancer with perfect success. It is remarkably 
efficacious in destroying the oftensive odor that al- 
ways accompanies that disease." 



-♦♦♦- 



Fluid Extract Ergot. 

Gents: — My attention was recently called to 
your Fluid Extract of Ergot, prepared after the 
Formula of 1874. Your agent presented us a 
small quantity of it wliich I used in cases of H«- 
moptysis and Post-partum Htemorrhage, and 
with such happy results that I desire to com- 
municate in part, the same to yon. 

In one case of post-partum haemorrhage whicfh 
threatened to be anxious, I had recourse to your 
Ext. Ergot, and found its contractile action up- 
on the womb both prompt and eminently ser- 
viceable. Without Ergot of a reliable strength, 
this case no doubt would have proven exceeding- 
ly troublesome. 

Again I have used it in several causes of Haem- 
optysis, where its value has been un(iuestiona- 
ble, and ttnd it usually the one t.liin4^' iieeded to 
give relief in a certain type of cases of nienor- 
rhagia and dysmenorrh(mi, thouj^fh in the two 
latter affections I ordinarily combine it with the 
Fluid Ext. of Hyoscyaunis. For headaehe, es- 
pecially from fullness of the cerebral vessels, and 
for restlessness at night, that peculiar insomnia, 
Avhich often, it seeuis to me, depends upon ere- 
thism of the cerebral arteries, it acts like a po- 
tent charm giving the weary one refreslung sleep. 



Excitable females whose minds are too active, 
and whose complaints of "wakeful nights" come 
so often to our ears — owe this nocturnal activity 
of the brain, often I thhik, to erethism of the 
cerebral vessels. These cases are easily distin- 
guished by careful study, and the Ergot supplies 
a want that notliing else fills. The need of a 
standard rehable extract need not be suggested. 

J. M. 
»♦♦ 

Fluid Extract of Er«;ot. "Formula of 1874." 

St. Charles, Mo., Oct. 1, 1878. 
Gentlemen : — It afifords me much pleasure to stat^ 
that since its first introduction, I have prescribed 
and dispensed in my drug store, your Fluid Extract 
of Ergot, ^Formula 1874,' and have not only found 
it efficacious, but its action is so prompt and posi- 
tive that I would not be without it. I therefore 
can cheerfully recommend it as the most reliable 
Fluid Extract of Ergot I have ever seen or used. 

Yours Truly, T. L. Rives, M. D. 



■♦-♦-♦- 



Extract from letter of Sam'l Overall, M. D., 
St. Charles, Mo., Oct. 1, '78. 

**I have been using your Fluid Extract of Ergot 
for some three years and find it reliable in every 



case. 



n 



Elixir lodo in Scrofula and Diseases of the 

Skin. 

Extract from letter of Samuel Overall, M. D., 
St. Charles, Mo., Oct. 1, 1878. 

** I have been using vour Elixir lodo with marked 
benefit in a large number of Skin Diseases. I con- 
sider it one of the best remedies in all forms of 
Scrofula." 



•»• 



Extract from letter of J. F. Winsell, M. D., Bat- 
tle Creek, Tehama Co., Cal. 

**I have used the lodo Bromide of Calcium Comp., 
with good results, also Biomo-Cbloralum as a disin- 
fectant. They fulfil all the purposes claimed them. 
Your preparations, aie the only ones that give satis- 
faction to the medical profession here." 



-♦♦♦- 



Kxtract from letter of J. F. Forman, M. D., 
Newport, Cooke Co., Teun. 

*'I consider the lodo Bromide of Calciutn Comp., 
the best combination of remedial agents I have ev- 
er used. I have rtcenily employed the Solution 
very much diluted, as an injection in an obstinate 
ca»e of Gonorrlioj.i with remaikabie suciess." 
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An 0¥arian Fibroid Tumor Treated with 

the Elixir lodo. 

Db. G. W. Whitney, of Jamestown, Chatauqua 
Co., N. Y., — ^Writes that on the 18th of November, 
1874, was called to see Mrs. W. — aged about 36 to 38 
years. Mother of three children. On examination 
found a hard, non-elastic, somewhat lobulated tumor, 
two fissures easily distinguished across the edges. Pa- 
tient very much emaciated ; skin and tissue of the ab- 
domen thin — could easily take the tumor in both hands 
and feel of it — would estimate the weight at 14 to 15 
I)oundfl ; tumor had been some years growing. I ad- 
vised an operation, (to which she would not consent, 
feeling confident at the time that in the low state of her 
condition, she would not be able to undergo the oper- 
ation.) Not consenting, I advised her to take TilderCa 
Elix, lodo, and to take it as long as she lived, and 
never despair. She took one bottle, and at the end 
of that time, it had slowly faded and disappeared to a 
small lump about the size of an hen's eg^. She re- 
gained her health and flesh, and has so continued until 
this time. That it was an Ovarian Fibroid I have 
no doubt in the least. That it should disapi^ar under 
the use of one bottle of the Elixir lodo is marvelous. 
I have nothing more to say. 



Elixir lodo with Hydraric. BIchior. in Syphilis. 

Dr. King, of Pa., writes: "The case I wrote you 
about, in which I am using lodo with Hydrargyri, is 
coming out all right and the patient tells me that he 
feels like a new man.'^ 



Extract from letter of S. Hatbawat, M. D., 
Berkly, Bristol Co., Mass. 

''I have been using the Elizir lodo Bromide ot 
Calcium Comp. for two years, and it finds general 
favor with my patients. A thorough test of its 
curative power warrants me in saying that it fully 
deserves the warm enconiums so fully bestowed up- 
on it." 



Extract from letter of Thos. J. Millee, M. D., 
Newtown, Stephensburg, Frederick Co., Va., Oct. 18, 

1878. 

"I have used the Elixir lodo, Firwein, and Bromo- 
Chloralum very extensively in my practice, and find 
them admirably adapted to the various purposes the}' 
are intended for. I can cheerfully commend them 
to the favor of the profession." 



Firwein in Catarrh of the Bladder, and In 

Purpura Hsemorrhagica- 

Extract from letter of David Rioe, M. D., Leverett, 
Mass., Oct. 5th, 1878. 

** I have used Firwein in a serious case of Catarrh 
of the bladder, and bleeding from the gums in a case 
of Purpura Hcemorrhagica. After trying per-nitrate 
of iron and tannin without success one day^s treatment 
with the Firwein completely cured the case. It pos- 
sesses marked diuretic power, quadrupling the flow of 
urine. I was positively surprised by the rapidity with 
which relief followed its use. My patient had lost so 
much blood that to use an old saying she was '^ale as 
death." The medical profession should be very grate- 
ful to you for providing them with such a valuable and 
reliable medicinal agent. " 



Remarlcs on TincturesContaininsc Alkaloids 
Made by Percolation. 

Having had occasion to examine critically vari- 
ous preparations containing alkaloids, my attention 
has, from the variation of alkaloid present, been 
called to the method by which these different arti- 
cles were prepared, and I have been forced to the 
conclusion, that for the most part it was due to de- 
fective percolation and manipulation, more than to 
any great variation of the amount of alkaloid in 
the plant. It is true that all plants vary in amount 
of active principle, dependent upon the season, 
climate, place of growth, soil <&c, but to provide 
for these contingencies in my experiments I have 
t-iken an average of several years as a standard. 

To illustrate, one ounce oi Conium was thor- 
oughly exhausted so that a portion upon being tes- 
ted by Mayer's method, gave no alkaloid reaction ; 
after this perfect exhaustion, the tincture was then 
treated by this formula for precipitating alkaloids 
and the weight in grains noted of the standard test 
solution it required to precipitate all the alkaloid 
present, in all amounting to 496 grains. In some 
specimens I found it took 620 grs. the highest, and 
in otherF. as low as 248 grs. — but the average of the 
best herb can be sately assumed to be fully 600 
grains. 

Having procared some samples of Tincture Con- 
ium from several leading Pharmaceutists in the cit- 
ies of New York and Philadelphia, upon examina- 
tion I found the relative strength to be as follows 
29, 80, 20, 26, 24, 18, making an average of 26 
graine %i the test solution to precipitate all the al- 
kaloid in one ounce of the tincture, now this re- 
ult multiplied by eight will show the difi'erence of 
alkaloid, when compared with the herb as above 
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tested, showing a deficiency of over one-half of the 
active principle. 

This great variation led me to further investigate 
the formula of the Pharmacoepia. I made a tinct- 
ure in accordance with the Pharmacopoeia, and ob- 
served the precise manipulation in every particulai . 
Upon testing it as before I found 80 grains of the 
solation would precipitate all the alkaloid contained 
in one ounce, thus showing that the tinctures pur- 
chased were of fair av«rage stren^h, as usually 
made. Regarding the process defective, I contii- 
ued the perco-ation with the menstTuuui (diluted 
alcohol) until it was completely exhwusted of all al- 
kaloid, this was then concentrated at a temperature 
of 100 degrees and mixed with the first tincture 
and again tested, when I obtained the amount of 
alkaloid, which one ounce of the herb had before 
given me. 

Supposing perhaps that some of the recently sug 
gested modes of percolation would give better re- 
sults, I made a tincture of Oonium from the samt- 
herb, using as a menstruum one part glycerine, onv 
part water and two parts alcohol, following the 
plan of i)ercolation as proposed by Mr. Campbell, 
in the preparation of Fluid Extracts, &s follows ; 
two ounces conium in powder ^ as moistened with 
the menstruum and packed in a conical percolator 
with the outlet corked up, and the balance of thv' 
menstruum (one pint in all) pouied over it, this was 
allowed to stand for four days, the cork was then 
removed, and one pint of tincture percolated by 
means of diluted alcohol. One fiuid ounce of this 
tincture was tested as before and required 28.5 
grains of the solution to precipitate all the alkaloid 
— the percolation was continued until completely 
exhausted, concentrated as before and mixed with 
the previous tincture in proper proportions. One 
ounce of this tested gave the full average amounc 
of alkaloid. 

These experiments satisfied me that the crude 
material containing alkaloids cannot be completely 
exhausted by a limited quantity of the menstruum 
as required, that to do so requires at least double 
the quantity, and that to obtatm a true representa 
tion of the active principle in the tincture it mu^t 
be thoroughly exhausted and evaporated. It also 
shows that Glycerine is of little value as a solvent 
for alkaloids over the usual menstruum. 

These experiments have been applied to other 
narcotics to which I shall refer at another time. I 
regard Mayer's method as superior to any I have 
ever tried, but it has complications ^ hich only pa- 
tience, long experience and observation will over- 
come. J. A. M. 



Conium. 

In my last communication I gave my experiments 
with Conium. I now propose to give you each nar- 
cotic, and for this article will consider Belladonna. 
Sixteen ounces troy of Belladonna leaves were treated 
with alcohol at 60^ until thoroughly exhausted, so 
that upon being tested it gave no reaction for alkaloid, 
and the peicolate was evaporated at a low :emrerature 
to sixteen fluid ounces. One fluid ounce was then ex- 
amined for alkaloid and I f otmd it required 528 grs. 
of test solution to percolate all the alkaloid in one flu- 
id ounce. I have found some herbs to test as high as 
540 grs. and others below, so that 500 to 525 grs. can 
be required as a standard quantity necessary to throw 
down the alkaloid in one ounce of good Belladonna 
herb. 

I then took two ounces of the same herb and ex- 
hausted it according to the Pharmacopodia for tincture^ 
obeying in every particular its requhements. Upon 
testing one ounce of the tiLCture thus obtained, I 
found 40 grs. would precipitate all the alkaloid pres- 
ent. It will be observed that it took 528 grs. for one 
ounce which had been thoroughly exhausted, this 
would call for 66 grs. in one ounce of tincture, thus 
showing the tincture to be only equal to 60 per cent, 
of the herb. 

I examined seven samples of tinctures obtained 
from New York and Philadelphia, and found then* rel- 
ative strength to be 48, 42, 40, 40, 85, 41, and 87, 
making an average of forty and three-seventh grains, 
this multiplied by eight, shows a deficiency of forty 
per cent., due to the defect in percolation. 

Pursuing the experiment further, I took 16 oimces 
troy of the same herb and treated it with glycerine 4 
ounces, water 4 oimces, alcohol, 85 per cent, 8 ounces; 
this was macerated for four days and then percolated 
until sixteen fiuid ounces were obtamed. One fiaid 
ounce of this was tested and it required only 886 grs. 
of the solution to precipitate all the alkaloid. The 
percolation w .s continued with diluted alcohol until 
completely exhausted, and the tincture was evaporated 
at a low temperature to 16 fiuid oimces. One fiuid 
ounce of this required 180 grains of test solution^to 
percolate the alkaloid, and thus showing that over 
thirty-five per cent had been left behind. 

I then examined eighteen different Fluid Extracts 
of Belladonna of different manufactures ; found the 
relative strength to be 220, 190, 80, 210, 290, 868, 
286, 284, 180, 167, 116, 180, 270, 404, 840, 92, 262, 
and 410. Those containing Glycerine being 286, 274^ 
180, and 80. It will be observed that the highest is 
deficient nearly twenty-five per cent in active princi- 
ple, compared with the plant. 

This great variation is due in part to defective per- 
colation, as well as a variation in the quality of the 
herb. — J. A. M. 
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Clinical Lecture on Uterine Fibroids. 

DBLIVSRBD BY 

T. Gaillard Thomas, M. D., 

PB0FES80R OF OB8TBTRI08 AND THE DISEASES OF WOMEN 

AND OHILDBBN IN THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND 

SURGEONS, NEW YORK. 

Gentlemen: — The first patient whom I pre- 
sent to you to-day is Margaret C, a native of 
Ireland, thirty seven years of age, and nnmar- 
rM?d, She comes to us with a very interesting 
ailment, and as she is unwilling to give the 
history of it in public, I will run briefly over 
it for you as she related it to me in my private 
room. Eighteen months ago, having previ- 
ously enjoyed good health, she was taken 
with a violent uterine haemorrhage, without 
any assignable cause. It has never ceased up 
to the present time, except for very brief per- 
iods, and almost all the other symptoms from 
which she is suffering, and which will be men- 
tioned presently, are referred to this long con- 
tinued loss of blood. As previous to the first 
appearance of the hemorrhage she had sub- 
jected herself to the risk of utero-gestation, 
she has gotten the idea that she is pre^ant, 
and that the flow is due to the retention of 
the fcBtus in the uterus. Indeed, she declares 
that a physician distinctly told her that this 
was the case. This belief has naturally caused 
her a very great amount of mental suffering, 
and 80 much has she worried over the matter 
that she has become almost a hvpochondriac 
in consequence. At present I nnd that her 
pulse is 120, and though it is, no doubt, some 
what excited by coming before you, it is prob- 
ably never below 100. This is b^sause her 
blood has become so impoverished by the con- 
stant drain upon the system, that the heart 
has to act much more frequently than it ought 
normally to do. She is very anssmic in ap- 
pearance, and there is a systolic murmur at 
the base of the heart. 

Suppose, now, that, instead of coming here, 
this patient had presented herself at your of- 
fice, what would have been the sugsestions 
which would have presented themselveB to 



your mind as accounting for the symptoms 
which are given ? As the woman is thirty- 
seven years of age, one of the first ideas to oc- 
cur might be that she was approaching the 
*' change of life," and that the flowing was 
probably in consequence of this. But you 
must never take any such thing for granted ; 
and in connection with the menopause it is 
well to remember that the irregularities inci- 
dental to that period are not nearly so marked 
as in this case. You should, therefore, insist 
on a physical examination before expressing 
any opinion whatever upon it. 

Accordingly, with the view of finding out, 
if possible, the cause of this long-continued 
flooding, I proposed an examination to the 
patient, but found it somewhat difficult to 
make on account of her peculiarly excitable 
condition. The woman being placed upon her 
back, when I passed my fingers into the vagi- 
na I at once felt quite a large mass protruding 
from the os uteri, which seemed globular in 
outline, and was altogether too hard for any 
product of conception. I felt confident that 
It could be only one of two things : what I 
show you in this model (a fibroid projecting 
from the mouth of the uterus), or what I show 
you in this one (an inverted uterus). Now 
let us suppose that you were practising^ in 
some remote district, where it was impossible 
for you to call into consultation any expert in 
such matters, and this case should come into 
your hands. It would be very important for 
you to be able to decide which of these two 
conditions was present, so that you might 
know whether to remove the mass or not; and 
the question naturally arises whether it would 
be possible for you to determine the matter 
with absolute certainty. I do not hesitate to 
say with the greatest confidence that it would; 
and I will show you in what manner it could 
be done. In the first place, one is not able to 
make out the character of the mass by grasp- 
ing it with the lingers. Some authorities 
have declared that an ansBsthetic should nev- 
er be given when you are about to remove a 
fibroid, on account of the value of the sensa- 
tions of the patient in a diagnostic point of 



214 



JOURNAL OP MATERIA MEDICA. 



[November, 1878. 



view. I am quite sure that all maoipnlations 
wonld in our nervous patient cause an outcry 
which would render this means of diagnosis 
very unreliable. How then shall we settle the 
diagnosis ? The method that I employed in 
the examining room was as follows: I first re- 
sorted to conjoined manipulation, the patient 
still lying upon her back. Now, by this 
means we ought to find simply a vacant space 
in the ordinary position of the utems, in case 
the organ is inverted ; but, instead of that, I 
could distinctly make out a firm solid body in 
this situation. Next, I placed the woman up- 
on the side, in Sim's position, and, after the 
adjustment of the speculum, endeavored to 
introduce the uterine sound. I had no diffi- 
culty in slipping it around past the tumor in- 
to a cavity, which there could be no doubt 
was the cavity of the uterus, to the extent of 
two and a half inches, and in the normal curve 
of the organ. Furthermore, I rocked the 
sound backward and forward while it was 
still in the cavity, and placing my disen^ged 
hand upon the abdomen, I could very plainly 
feel the fundus moving under it. Then, final- 
ly, in order to make assurance doubly sure, I 
passed the sound into the bladder, and, intro- 
ducing the forefinger of my other hand into 
the rectum, I could asain feel the same hard 
mass between them which I had detected on 
conjoined manipulation ; while, if the uterus 
had been inverted, the end of the sound would 
have been separated from the finger only by 
the walls of the bladder and rectum. If you 
were so situated as I have intimated, and had 
obtained those results by your examination, 
you could be perfectly certain that you had a 
fibroid, and not an inverted uterus, to deal 
with, and need feel no hesitancy about opera- 
ting. 

Now as to the operation demanded here ; 
what is the best method of performing it ? As 
the patient lives in a remote part of the city, 
and is furthermore not altogether in a normal 
mental condition, I should not be at all will- 
ing to run the risk of operation at the clinic, 
unless I should put in a very firm tampon be- 
fore sending her away, and could feel sure 
that she had some reliable physician to look 
after her when she had returned home. I 
want her to enter my service at the Woman's 
Hospital, so that I can operate under the most 
favorable circumstances ; but she expresses 
herself as being entirely unwilling to go into 
the institution. I fear^ therefore, that she 
will pass from our notice, and that these pro- 
fuse hemorrhages will go on, and perhaps in- 
crease, until she wiM finally succumb to them. 
The method which I should adopt is this : I 
would place the patient on the side, and hav- 
ing introduced the speculum, seize and mdce 



moderate traction upon the fibroid by means 
of a pair of vulsellum forceps. Then with a 
spoon made of steel, nickel-plated or covered 
with silver, and having a serrated edgre, which 
I have described under the name of the "ser- 
rated scoop," and which I have found exceed- 
ingly useful in such operations, I would cut 
through the attachments of the tumor, com- 
pletely severing it at the base. The separa- 
tion is accomplished with the greatest rapidi- 
ty and ease in this manner, and such a sawing 
movement is not accompanied by much hem- 
orrhage, for the reason that the vessels are so 
much bruised during their division. 

This instrument is especially adapted for 
the removal of fibroids with very large bases, 
and several times I have been able to accom- 
plish this successfully by it in eases where I 
had previously failed by other means. 

INTKBSTITIAL FIBROID. 

Our next patient to-day is Mrs. Catherine 
F., a native of the United States, and thirty- 
nine years of age. She tells «s that she has 
been married twice, but that she has never 
had either any children or miscarriages. She 
was first married twenty years ago, and her 
husband lived for five years. After his death 
she remained a widow for two years, when she 
married again, and since then has eontinued 
to live with the second husband np to the 
present time. It is not on account of sterility 
however, that she now comes to us for advice. 
This is the history which she gives of the 
trouble of which she complains : She says 
that for the last four or five years she has suf- 
fered from a feeling of heaviness and distress, 
accompanied by bearing down pain, across 
the lower part of the abdomen, and that jupt 
about a year ago she was taken with a severe 
flooding, which was accompanied and followed 
by much more severe pain than she had been 
accustomed to feel, together with some febrile 
reaction. For a time she was confined to her 
bed and wan attended by a physician, who 
told her that she had ''an abscess about the 
womb," and at last recommended that she 
should go into a hospital. Accordingly, she 
did this, and remained there for a month, 
when it proved that she had not an abscess, 
though the medical men in attendance were 
at one time on the point of operating upon 
her. When I ask her from what she is suf- 
fering at the present time, she tells me that 
she has constant pain, and every two weeks a 
severe flooding, while dyspareunia is also a 
prominent symptom. 

Now, gentlemen, here is a very clear his- 
torjr indeed of a certain set of symptoms, of 
which the patient oomes to us to be relieved. 
Li the first place (and this is by far the most 
important feature of the case), she is almost 
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bleeding to death. A Hhort time ago, an 1 
had occasion to remark at a previous lecture, 
a gynecologist of the highest reputation was 
arguing with me that there really should be 
no difference in meaning between the terms 
metrorrhagia and menorrhagia. Now, who 
is willing to call the hemorrhage in this case 
menorrhagia, a term that is defined as a too 
free flow at the time of the menstrual period ? 
The excessive discharge here is not at the 
menstrual periods ; or, at least, is not confined 
to them. What woman ever really menstru- 
ates every two weeks ? Yet this patient has a 
uterine hemorrhage regularly at this interval. 

There is not infrequently a certain period 
icity about such hemorrhages, as in the pres- 
ent instance, which is analogous to the peri- 
odical epistaxis from which some individual 
suffer ; and one writer has suggested that it 
'should be called metrostaxis. 

Metrorrhagia, then, is one of the symptoms 
of which the patient comjplains. Yiolentpain 
is another, and dyspareunia is a third. These 
are the most prominent ones, and they are all 
due to some abnormal condition referable to 
the pelvic organs. There are plenty of other 
symptoms present in the ease; but they are 
of minor importance, and we need not concern 
ourselves about them just now. 

The examination per vaginam is a very 
striking one in this case ; and, curiously 
enough, the condition which J detected on 
making it is exactly represented, as regards 
the size and shape of the uterus, by this man- 
ikin uterus which I show you. Tou see there 
an interstitial fibroid, as large as an egg, in 
the anterior portion of the uterus. No doubt 
you will remember that when I was speaking 
recently of the various causes of dyspareunia, 
I mentioned sensitive fibroid among them. 1 
would not have you forget, however, that, as 
a general rule, fibroids are not at all tender. 
But there are occasional exceptions, of which 
this is one ; and I will now explain to you 
why this is so. When I first inserted my fin 
ger into the vagina, I was not able to reach 
the OS uteri at all, and did not succeed until 
I had introduced two fingers, by which means 
I was enabled to set further up. I then 
found that the cervix, which pointed back 
ward, was so firmly fixed that it was altogeth 
er immovable ; and the effort to draw it for- 
ward caused the patient excessive pain. Again, 
when I resorted to conjoined manipulation, 
the pressure upon the uterus occasioned he) 
such agony that she almost jumped off of th( 
table. I was quite at a loss how to accouni 
for this state of affairs until I had heard th( 
.history of the acute iDCammatory attaclc 
wnich has been mentioned as having occurrec 
a year ago, and then the whole thing was per 
fectly clear to my mind. 



You remember that the patient told ur that 
her medical attendant apprehended an abscess 
about the womb, and that when she went in- 
to the' hospital the^ surgeons there thought 
seriously of, opening the so-called abscess ; 
perhaps they had become converts to the new 
doctrine, which now seems to be getting ex- 
tensively circulated, viz., that whenever the 
presence of pus is detected in any part of the 
pelvis, you should endeavor to evacuate it. 
I feel very sure that if, with this design in 
view, you go probing around in the pelvis in 
search of pus, you will be exceedingly apt to 
get yourself into such difiiculties that you 
will regret very sincerely having ever adopted 
any such rule. I do not wish to be misunder- 
stood on this point, however, for, of course, 
there are many cases in which it is not only 
justifiable, but imperatively necessary, to open 
pelvic abscesses ; but in ever^ instance we 
should be guided by the peculiar circumstan- 
ces of the case. 

Well, what occurred at the time of the 
acute attack a twelvemonth since ? The pa- 
tient undoubtedly suffered from pelvic cellu- 
litis or peritonitis, or perhaps both. The at- 
tending physician was no doubt right in ap 
prehending an abscess, but the affection did 
not progress to the third stage. Now the fi- 
broid was undoubtedly the cause of the at- 
tack. At this time it had probably been 
growing for a considerable period, and at 
length its increasing weight graduallv caused 
anteversion of the uterus, and ffave^nse to so 
much irritation in the pelvis that the above 
serious results followed. But why^this bear- 
ing-down pain of which the patient complains? 
Because the system is offended by the malpo- 
sition of the uterus. On account of this*and 
the pressure of the fibroid, the organns kept 
constantly in a state of marked congestion, 
the engorgement, of course, being increased 
at the menstrual periods, |and hence the met- 
rorrhagia which is so prominent a symptom 
of the case. As I have said, this is a fibroid 
of the interstitial variety. That from which 
the last patient was suffering was undoubted- 
ly of the same character originally. Being 
situated nearer the mucous than the serous 
lining of the uterus, it was ^adually forced 
into the cavity of the latter by the contrac- 
tile efforts of the organ, and finally was driv- 
en completely out of the cervix, when it be- 
came a fibrous polypus. 

In regard to treatment, T n.*- ' remark, in 
the first place, that absolutely nothiag should 
be done in the way of local measures. It 
would be utterly useless ; and if the woman 
were the private patient of any one of vou, 
the best result that could possiblv follow from 
such a physical examination as has now been 
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made, Tonld be for yon to find that 70a knov 
Bnffioiently about her oaae to keep your hands 
off of her, and let her alone entirely. If yon 
ahonld not have learned this from year exam- 
ination, yon vonld be a very danReroos medi- 
oal attendant for her. As it is, I feel quite 
snre that one of the prinoipEil dangers to 
which she is exposed is from some of the var- 
ions physicians whom she will be be apt to 
oonsnlt beoanse we are able to do so little for 
her. Perhaps you may ask, "Is nothing to 
be done for a woman wno is suffering as she 
is 7" Yes, I would reply, a good deal in the 
way of general management, but that is ab- 
solutely all ; for any local treatment whatev- 
er wonld be extremely hazardous in this oase. 
Indeed, I wonld not oare to repeat even suoh 
an examination as I have mEide, for fear of 
lighting up anew some inflammatory trouble 
in the pelvis. I wonld recommend that the 
patient should have complete rest in bed, not 
only at the menstrnal penoda, but at all other 
times when there seems to be a tendency to 
hemorrhage ; while at the same time she 
shonld avoid warm drinks and every thing else 
that has any eSeot in the way of inducing it. 
She should also take the ordinary astringent 
remedies, such as tannic aoid, the acetate of 
lead, and sulphuric aoid ; and it will be foand 
as a result of this treatment, that her system 
will be greatly recuperated by the controlling 
of the hemorrhage. 

Furthermore, in order to repair the ravages 
made by the drtun upon her strength, she 
should have a very nutritious diet and take 
oertain tonics, though oarefnlly avoiding iron 
and quinine. I am pretty sure that if I were 
to call upon those present to prescribe for 
this patient, twenty-five per cent, of you, at 
least, wonld order these two remedies. It is 
not very long since I had oooasion to speak of 
this point before, but I deem it one of such 
great practical importance that I do not think 
any apology is necessary for alluding to it 
agfun. Acting upon the views which I bow 
hold, and which are based striotly on ezperi- 
enoe, I should certainly say, give her quinine 
and iron, if it is desirable to increase the men- 
strual discharge, but not otherwise. It is true 
that she really needs both drugs for the bnild- 
ing ap of her system. But quinine has a dis- 
tinct action upon the uterus, which entitles it 
to a place upon our list of partnrif aoients. Not 
that I believe that it orig^ates uterine con- 
traction de novo, and is, therefore, capable of 
bringing on abortion when administered to 
pregnant women, but I am quite snre that 
when the uterus has once commenced to con- 
tract, that aoUon is materially increased by 
qninine. Then, on the other hand, iron is one 
of the best emmen^ognes ; and I have over 



and over agMn seen the moat happy results 
from the exhibition of these two remedies in 
oombination in cases of amenorrhcea. But 
there are plenty of other good tonios besides 
these ; and so we are able to dispense with 
them. Finally, on account of the excessive 
pain which the patient suffers from inter- 
course, she should remain altogether absque 
marito. 

SUBPEBTTONBAL FIBBOIDB. 

The last patient who will engage our atten- 
tion to day is Mrs. Ann F,, a native of G>er- 
many, and forty-four years of age. She has 
had eight children, but no miscarrif^es, and 
has been a widow for the last ten years. By 
a very few qnestiona we ahall be able to get 
from the patient all the history that it is re- 
quisite for us to obtun in the case. How long 
have you been complaining Mrs. F. ? An- 
swer: "Five years." What was the first thing 
that you noticed ? "Fun on the right side 
pretty low down." Was it very severe ? "Not 
very."' Do you have it up to the present time? 
"Sometimes." la there anything else that 
troubles you ? "Crampa in the bowels oooas- 
ionally." Anything else ? "I have been grow- 
ing larger all the tmie." Is this enlargement 
greater on one side than on the other ? "Yes 
on the right side." Do you have your month- 
ly period^ regularly ? "Yes." Ton see, gen- 
tlemen, that the patient looks like a perfectly 
healthy person, though she has the apperanoe 
of a woman at about the eighth month of 
utero- gestation. The latter fact is dne to the 
presence in the abdomen of a mnltilobar tum- 
or twice as large as one's head. It is not sol- 
itary, however, for there is another one below 
it of the size of a coooanut, and still others 
again beside that ; and I find that they are 
all connected with the nterus. A vaginal ex- 
amination shows that there is a very large 
mass riaing from the anterior surface of the 
nterua, and connected with it are two or three 
smaller tumors, about the size of duck's eggs, 
while the sound is found to pass seven and a 
half inches into the cavity of the ntems. Is 
there any donbt about the diagnosis in this 
case ? Not the slightest. These tumors are 
like masses of ivory, there being no part of 
any of them where there is any snspioioM of 
fluid. In suoh oases, however, there very of- 
ten is, and then we have to resort to the as- 
pirator as a means of diagnosis. But why 
might not these fibroids be a solid tumor of 
the ovary ? In the first place, such tumors 
are exceedingly rare, and some specimens 
which may be seen in museums so labeled are 
in reality only uterine tumors, the ovary hav- 
ing altogether disappeared on account of the 
pressure exerted npoo it. But there is such a 
thing, notwithstanding, and I have seen one 
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case of it myself — ^the tumor weiffhing some 
ten or twelve poui'ls. SecoDdly, oecause the 
sound passes seven and a half inches into the 
cavity of the uterus ; while if it were an ovar- 
ian tumor, the cavity would probably measure 
only two and a half or three inches. Then 
another collateral proof can be obtained by 
rocking the uterus backward and forward, by 
means of the sound, when it is found that the 
whole mass moves with it. This is not a con- 
clusive test, but, taken in connection with the 
other points, is of very considerable value as 
corroborative evidence. 

Now what has been the history of this case? 
These tumors ori^nally became developed in 
the parenchyma of the uterus, near its periton- 
eal surface, and were no doubt at an early 
period, extruded and forced up under the per- 
itoneum. They are unattended with hemor- 
rhage, because they are neither submucous or 
intetstitial in character. By a strange coin- 
cidence I have been enabled to show you to- 
day all three of the varieties of fibroid tumor: 
the submucous (which in the case that you 
saw had become a fibrous polypus), the inter- 
stitial, and now the subserous or subperiton- 
eal. 

The prognosis in this particular case is alto- 
gether most favorable; unless the patient 
should happen to fall into the hands of some 
one who would be rash enough to attempt to 
remove the fibroids by operation. If this 
were done here, the chances are all that the 
uterus would have to come out also, and that 
the patient would almost certainly die within 
twenty-four or forty-eight hours ; so that, un- 
der the present circumstances, I should consid- 
er such a procedure as positively criminal. 
But perhaps you may ask me if I would let 
this woman die rather than undertake such 
an operation. Certainly not. If her life were 
in danger, and I thought that by so doing I 
could give her a better chance of surviving, I 
would extirpate both the uterus and ovaries. 
But there is no such danger here, nor is there 
likely to be. 

If the case is not interfered with in this way, 
I do not see why our patient should not live 
to an advanced age. She has no menorrhagia 
or metrorrhagia, and is, no doubt, quite as 
healthy as you or L It is true that she has a 
somewhat uncomfortable weight to carry 
around upon her person ; but an important 
thing to remember in connection with this 
oase is that the menopause will probably soon 
occur. Have you ever reflected upon the 
fact that these tumors receive their nourish- 
ment through the uterus alone, sustaining, in 
this respect, the same relation to it that the 
mistletoe does to the oak ? After the meno- 
pause, tb« uterus will become a very insignif- ) 



icant organ, shrinking so much that its cavity, 
instead of measuring seven and a half inches, 
will be only two and a half inches, or even 
less, in depth. These tumors necessarily, 
therefore, will also become more or less shriv- 
eled, and it is altogether probable that some 
of them may undergo calcareous degeneration. 

If, before the change of life occurs, they 
should grow very rapidly, and ^ve rise to 
trouble which does not now exist, it might 
possibly be necessary to operate ; but such a 
turn of affairs is exceedingly unlikely to take 
place. Occasionally, such growths become 
so large that it is absolutely necessary to re- 
move them. Some time ago a poor woman 
came under my care who was suffering from 
a fibroid which weighed no less than fifty 
pounds. She was extremely anxious to have 
the tumor removed, but I acquainted her with 
the extreme danger that would attend the op- 
eration, and strongly urged her not to have 
anything done to it. At the end of a year she 
came back again, and the tumor had now in- 
creased to so great an extent that I admitted 
the patient to my service at the Woman's 
Hospital. On a consultation with my col- 
leagues there, I found that they were all in 
favor of the operation, and, under the circum- 
stances (especially as the woman was more 
desirous than ever to have it done), I was per- 
fectly willing to undertake Jit. The tumor 
was excised quite readily ; but in about forty- 
eight hours afterward, as is not unfrequentfy 
the case when the uterus is removed, the pa- 
tient died. I would have you understand, 
therefore, that I do not hesitate in the slight- 
est to operate in any case in which I think 
the patient's chances would be better under 
the Knife than if she were let alone. 

The medical man who has been attending 
the case tells me that in his opinion the fi- 
broids have not increased very much in size 
during the past year. If the patient were 
younger, I certainly would not be willing to 
talk so confidently m regard to the case ; but 
the menopause cannot now be far distant, and 
when that occurs, there will be little danger 
of any further trouble. Not that the fibrous 
masses will disappear as a result of that. They 
will still remain, but they must necessarily 
become greatly diminished in size. The only 
indication for treatment at present, then, is 
to keep the patient's general system in the 
best possible condition ; and here is a case in 
which iron and quinine can, no doubt, be giv- 
en with great benefit. There is no hemor- 
rhaf^e now, nor are these remedies at all likely 
to give rise to any. A person whose bowels 
are in a healthy condition can drink beef -tea 
with impunity, but if there is diarrhoea pres- 
ent, it would be greatly aggravated by it ; 
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and the action of the quinine and iron upon 
the uterus Ls somewhat analogous. In conolus- 
ion, we find that the patient herself is, very 
sensibly, opposed to having any operation 
performed. — Medical Record, 



Preliminary Report on Materia Medica- 

BY W. p. GIBBONS, M. D., CHAIRMAN OF THE 
SECTION OP MATERIA MEDICA AND THERA- 
PEUTICS 

[Read before the Alameda County Medical Association . ] 

Under the caption of " California's New 
Remedies," the Philadelphia Druggist and 
Chemist treats its readers with a paper of 
which the following is a portion : 

" The Yerba Santa^ a nativ^ of this State, 
was first used as a therapeatic agent by Dr. 
J, H. Bandy, of California. It is an excel- 
lent expectorant and diuretic, peculiarly efi^- 
cacious in laryngeal and broncnial troubles. 
It is thought that this dru^ has no superior, 
if an equal, in these affections. 

*^ The JBerberis Aquifoliuniy another Cali- 
fornia drug, was also first introduced into 
therapeutics by Dr. Bundy, who pronounced 
it an unfailing remedy in scrofulous and kin- 
dred diseases when they are amenable to rem- 
edies. It combines cathartic, tonic, diuretic, 
diaphoretic and alterative qualities. As an 
anti-malarial agent it is thought to be super- 
ior to quinine. Dr. Hastings of Los Angelos 
has reported most favorably upon its action 
in certain constitutional diseases. p 

" The Cascara Sagrado^ indigenous to Cal- 
ifornia, is held to be one of the most valuable 
of the recent additions to our Materia Medica, 
being of very great efficacy in dyspepsia and 
similar affections. 

" The Yerba Reumay one of the latest rem- 
edies brought forward, has also been intro 
duced as a therapeutic agent by Dr. Bnnd^. 
He has found it a most effective remedy lu 
chronic catarrh and all diseases of the mucous 
membranes. Mention is made of a case in 
which it was used for a catarrh of ten years 
standing, to which other remedies brought no 
relief, but which has been greatly benefited 
by this drug. 

" The Grindelia Robusta is called 'Califor- 
nia's last, best gift.' It is a valuable remedy 
in asthma and other bronchial affections. In 
1866 Dr. W. O. Ay res, of California, first 
brought this drug prominently before the pro 
fession, Mention is made of its efficacy in a 
ca(?.e of chronic bronchitis, complicated with 
asthma. Given at the beginning of a parox- 
ysm of asthma, it often affords immediate re 
lief." 



The circulation of the foregoing statements 
through the channel of respectable journalism, ' 
and under cover of science, reflects no credit 
either on the honesty or intelligence of the 
author of them. I propose to correct them 
by giving a brief sketch of the plants named. 

1. JEriodyction glutinosum^ Benth. Yerba 
Santa. Extensively diffused over the Coast 
Range and Sierra foot-hills. 

This shrub is known as being among the 
oldest used in domestic medicine by the Span- 
ish population of California. It has always 
been considered by them of great value in 
pulmonary diseases and affections of the 
throat. They regard it as a specific in rheu- 
matism, and it also possesses slight diuretic 
properties. The writer has used it in practice 
for the past eighteen years, but he does not 
consider that its therapeutic value is accurate- 
ly established. Dr Saxe, of Santa Clara, has 
also used it in many cases with good results. 
He brought it before the attention of the pro- 
fession at the annual meeting of the State 
Medical Society in 1871. The plant mav be 
considered as still on trial and worthy oi no- 
tice, but without sufficient character to entitle 
it to a place in the pharmacopceia. Like some 
others which grow by the wayside, it fell in- 
to the hands of phai;maoeutic Samaritans 
some years ago, who humanely made it the 
basis of a nostrum which will cure all forms 
of disease, at a dollar a bottle. The claim 
set u^ by Dr. Bundy of having introduced it 
iH entirely without foundation m truth. 

2. Berberis. Barberry. This genus is verv 
old, and its name is of uncertain origin. It 
is mentioned by Brunsfelsius in 1530, by Mat- 
thiolus, in 1548, under the name of OrespinuSy 
and by other old botanists. Its medical vir- 
tues are oo- existent with its name. In a phar- 
maoopoBia published by Dr. Johannes Sohrod- 
en, nearly two hundred years ago, its medical 
properties are thus described : ^^ Ite/rigerant 
et humectant : partium tenuium astringant : 
appetitum excitatit : roberant verUricidum ac 
Epar:' 

Rerberis viUgariSy of Linneus, is a native 
of England. It is recognized in the old Eng- 
lish dispensatories ; its berries and the bark 
of the stem and root being the parts used. 
The plant is still officinal, holding a secondary 
place in the U. S. Dispensatory. Its recog- 
nized properties correspond with those of iU 
old histo'y. Its active principle consisu ia 
the preseiice of ^erbtrin or Rerberi7ia, an al 
kaloid first discovered in 1835, by Chevalier 
Pelieteau in a species of Xanthoxylum. This 
alkaloid was subsequently found by Buchner 
and Herberger in the Berberis, and in numer- 
ous other plantd by different chemifit? 

Rerberis aqv.ifollumy one of four species 
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ound in California, was described by Pursh, 
in his N. A. Botany, under the name of Ma- 
honia^ in memory of Bernard MoMahon, an 
ardent cultivator of botany, who introduced 
many useful and ornamental plants into the 
United States. Tne seedn were obtained from 
fruit collected on tne Rocky Mountains by 
Gov. Lewis, and successfully cultivated as an 
ornamental shrub in the eastern States This 
species is common in northern California, ex- 
tending into Oregon, where it is known as Or- 
egon grape. The nostrum-taking population 
has long been accustomed to a preparation 
partly made of this, and put on the market 
by one of our druggists. 

The B, phmata ranges from Shasta south- 
ward, and to New Mexico, and is probably 
the plant referred to by Bundy. 

3. Cascara sagrado. There is no such 
platit known to any botanist on the Pacific 
coast. Dr. Bundy says : " In presenting this 
paper on cascara sagrado as almost a specific 
in that most frequent and subtle malady — 
constipation, it will be necessary for me to re- 
fer to the causes of it, and reason how this 
agent is curative in that direction. A descrip- 
tion of the cascara I am unable to give at this 
time, but suffice it to say that it is a shrub, 
and in due time its botanical name will be 
known. I combine it, in hepatic troubles, 
with nux vomica in proper doses, also with 
nit. hydrochl. acid dil., in suitable quantities^ 
but more generally give it alone."* 

The above extracts are given to show the 
amount of intelligence and literary power 
which this pretender is able to infuse into 
his therapeutical researches. 

In August last I received a note, accompan- 
ied with some specimens of bark from Mr. G. 
C. Lloyd, of Cincinnati, who is connected 
with a wholesale drug store in that city, in 
which he states that he was sure that the en- 
closed bark was the article sold as Cascara 
Sagrado^ and that it had been sent to him as 
the Rharn/ivus Persica. Here then, is a key 
to this wonderful unknown plant, though there 
is no such species of Hhammis in the United 
States or elswhere, that I know of. Mr. 
Lloyd's correspondent intended, probably, to 
designate the Ji. Purshiana^ D. (7., one of 
four species found in California, in Mendoci- 
no county and northward. 

Rf Crocea^ Nictt^ is a diminutive species, 
whose ripe, red berries are eaten by the Indi- 
ans, and which are said to impart a red tinge 
to their veins, by the deposition of a coloring 
matter. 

R, Alnifolia^ IjHer.^ is also a small shrub, 
found in Sierra county and noithward. 

R, Calif ornicf(e^ J'Js/).^ which grows from 

•Vid. New Proi'aration.s, Det.o.t, Jaii. lalS. 



six to eighteen feet high, generally in clumps, 
is found abundantly diffused on the foot-hills 
and in shady valleys. It obtained some no- 
toriety a few years ago, by some quidnuncs 
endeavoring to prove that it was a true species 
of native coffee. 

The RhamtiiiSy or Buckthorn, is one of the 
oldest genera of plants, having been described 
by Dodeous and other botanists, under its 
present name, more than three hundred years 
ago, and known long previous to that date as 
a medicinal plant used in dropsy as a hydra- 
gogue cathartic, and in rheumatism and gout. 
The ancient pharmacopoeias regarded it as an 
active cathartic, and as such it has held its 
reputation to the present time. The Edin- 
burgh College recognized the berries, and the 
London College the juice of the fruit. The 
plant is not officinal in the United States, be- 
ing excluded on account of producing nausea 
and severe griping, with much thirst and dry- 
ness of the mouth and throat. In Germany 
the bark is used as a cathartic. 

R, Calif amicus was tested in this State 
more than fifteen years ago, by Dr. A, Kel- 
^^gg> who prepared a syrup from the ripe ber- 
ries, which he reported as having similar prop- 
erties, and a milder action on the system than 
the foreign species. He published a descrip- 
tion, with a draw'mg of the plant, and record- 
ed the results of his trials. Other members 
of the profession have given it some attention 
but no valuable results have thus far been 
elicited. Dr. Bundy thus publishes his won- 
derful discovery made three hundred years 
and more before he wag bom. What may 
the world expect from him before he dies ? 

4. Yerha Reuma. — This is the Spanish 
name of the last plant which has been brought 
out as a new remedy under the indefatigable 
efforts of our learned "doctor," For he tells 
us, " after years and months of careful study 
and investigation, and I may say toil, for there 
is no little labor in the careful investigation 
of an unknown drug, to exactly determine its 
use in medicine, from the fact that it can only 
be done by taking and giving, and noting its 
action on every system — the nervous, oerebro- 
Kpinal, and ganglionic, and the functions as a 
whole over which these symptoms preside, 
and so satisfactorily determine their action. 
With no little pride do I look over the list : 
Yerba Santa, Grindelia Robusta, Berberis 
Aqulfolium, Cascara Sagrado, and the last in 
order, Yerba Reuma, and I feel that my ef- 
forts in this direction have not been in vain."* 
Beautiful peroration ! 

He tells us the Yerba Reuma is a plant, 
herbaceous, growing near the foot-hills, and 
it contains largely chloride of soJium and a 

*Ne\v Preparations, Jan. 1ST3. 
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peouliar astringent. This is all the history of 
the plant which he gives — ^perhaps he tells all 
he KnowS) and more. In oommunioation with 
Mr. Lloyd, of Cincinnati, he inclosed me a 
specimen of grass which he says is the article 
put npon that market as Yerba Reuma. It 
IS Bryzopyrum Spicatum^ of Hooker, which 
covers every sand-beach and marsh along this 
coast. Mr. Lloyd also states that all [?] the 
articles included in Bandy's foregoing list 
have been put upon the market (in extract 
form) under the names he gave. **I thought 
them deceptions, and now I am sure they 
were given to the bushes and grass I send." 

No comment is necessary here. There is 
yet another plant which this reputed doctor 
claims as one of his trophies, its value being 
discovered after **years and months" of toil — 
Grindelia Sqnarrosa, Perhaps it was well to 
conclude the printed list with a short notice 
of Grindelia Hobustay in order to give an air 
of respectability to the others. But G, squar- 
rosa 18 only alluded to as what it is not, a 
fixed fact. Such a plant is described in '^Tor 
rey & Gray's Botany," but in the new Cali- 
fornia flora of Dr. Gray it is omitted from the 
list because it was not a good species. It is 
to be presumed this will make no difference 
with tne doctor's marketable extracts ; he can 
find or invent some Spanish name for his ex- 
tract, and no other loss will ensue but the 
cost of printing new labels and the labor in- 
curred in "giving and taking." 

It is not agreeable to deal in personalities. 
But where quackery and ignorance make such 
bold pretensions as are contained in this paper, 
under the guise of an M. D. ; when the I^hil- 
adelphia Druggist and Chemist reprints such 
worthlesss bombast under the head of Cali 
fomia's New Remedies ;" when this is recop 
ied by a California medical journal, edited by 
two "professors in the medical department of 
the State University," and copied over again 
by one of the leading journals of San Fran- 
cisco, it is due to the medical profession in 
California and elsewhere, that the fact should 
be known that J" J. H. Bundy, M' D.," is not 
a member of the regular profession, and is ap- 
parently getting ready to flood the market 
with a new series of quack preparations un 
der the name of California's New Remedies. 
— Pacific Medical cfc Surgical Journal. 
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Bromo-Hydrate of Quinine as an Anti- 
pyretic. 

Esquerdo and Cahis {Independ. Med. and 
Courrier Med.) found this salt reduce the 
temperature in typhoid fever 4 to 6 degrees 
F.), given in doses of 50 to 70 centigrammeh 
7 to 10 grs.). It has also been used in phthis- 
is. — The Doctor. 
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Macrotys Bacemosa* 

BY SILAS C. TURNBO, M. D., PROTEM, TANBY CO., 

MISSOURI. 

Some of the medical profession claim that 
this is a specific for rheumatism, and that 
nothing else can equal it as a curative agent 
in this complaint. But those that have ex- 
tensively employed the drug in this painful 
affection know well enough that it will not 
cure every case, and many of them it will not 
even temporarily relieve. But yet there are 
plenty of cases that the Black Cohosh exerts 
a curative influence if judiciously managed, 
and will decidedly cure cases of rheumatism 
if there is a special indication for the use of 
the remedy. "The steady vibratile pulse 
without marked wane," says Prof. Scudder, 
''calls for macrotys" and according to our 
own experience with the remedy, this is a very 
good indication as far as the pulse is con- 
cerned ; and it makes but little difference 
whether the pulse is full and bounding or 
small and quick with hard stroke, it can be 
very easily associated with other medicine aa 
the practitioner thinks best, veratrum or gel- 
siminum if the pulse is full and strong with 
active capillary circulation, or aconite and 
belladonna if the pulse is small and quick 
with impairment of the capillaries. In rheu- 
matism, if there is a general soreness of the 
muscular system or any particular part, the 
macrotys wsU be the leading remedy whether 
the disease is chronic or acute, or if the pain 
is of a remittent character — waves of pain, 
(it "goes and comes" as I have heard patients 
express it) is almost a positive indication ; in 
these cases you can have great confidence in 
tha cimicifuga, for it will be both a satisfao- 
tion to you and a great pleasure to your pa- 
tient. And it makes no difference what the 
name of the disease is that you are contend- 
ing with, if your patient complains of musca- 
lar soreness and remittent pain, think of ma- 
crotys. In light rheumatic fever, produced 
from cold and attended with soreness of any 
portion of the muscular system, aconite and 
macrotys is an excellent combination to break 
it up : if suffering with pleuritic pain of a 
rheumatic character, "catching pains" we 
sometimes hear them called, macrotys and 
bryonia for these, are two valuable remedies. 
During pregnancy of women, when there is 
tendency to abortion from over- exertion or, 
from some functional derangement of the re- 
productive organs, and accompanied with 
pain in the back, macrotys and viburnum pru- 
nifolium will usuallv restore things all right; 
and if there is restlessness and sleeplessness, 
with an anxious expression of the face, add 
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the tinot. of pulsatilla. Very often in young 
girls or even married women, suffering from 
some persistent fever that is entirely oansed 
by suppression of the monthly flow, either by 
contracting a cold with sudden stoppage of 
the discharge, or from being over-heated, with 
its attendant results ; sometimes these oases 
are troublesome to treat, and most usually 
soreness in the region of the uterus will be a 
very marked symptom. Macrotys in these 
cases will be the leading remedy. 

But thoueh it may not be all the patient 
wants, it will be the prominent one ; and bow 
often do many practitioners meet with cases 
of a "bad getting up" of women after child- 
birth, and many doctors, we know, often think 
of nothing else than a little calomel and sup- 
plementing with the common bitter tonics. 
Kxamine your patients closely and in the ma- 
jority of cases you will discover, by pressure 
with the hand, a soreness in the uterus and 
peritoneal cavity: and probably the fact will 
be revealed to you that there is blood poison- 
ing, from absorption of the lochial discharge 
with offensive odor. "In some cases," says 
Prof. Scudder, "there is retention of blood 
clots which undergo decomposition, and in 
miscarriages occasionally, a case in which the 
placenta cannot be removed without too much 
force." In these cases we have no better 
remedies than macrotys, aconite and chlorate 
of potash internally, and Tildens' Bromo- 
Chloralum diluted with water, and used as a 
va^al wash. 

Li the common forms of dysmenorrhoea, 
macrotys and pulsatilla exert a beneficial in- 
fluence over this painful and excruciating 
malady, and in many patients it will entirely 
cure ; there are other arugs that are palliative 
and curative in others, such as the bromide of 
ammonium and vibunmm opulas, and in a 
few severe cases, mechanical means and local 
application of remedies will have to be resor- 
ted to. But for a treatment of dysmenor- 
rhoea, if we have to choose but two remedies 
in the materia medioa, we would unhesitat 
ingly make choice of the macrotys and pulsa- 
tilla ; use the tinct. or fluid extracts fresh and 
reliable, and then give it in medicinal doses 
if you want the results named. This is my 
experience, and would be thankful for yours. 



Albuminoids. 

This word frequently occurs in scientific 
treatises upon agriculture, and is not quite 
well enough understood by general readers. 
It is a name applied by chemists to a very im- 
portant class of bodies similar in composition 
to the white of an egg, or albumen. Animal 
tissues are largely mside up of albuminoids ; 
indeed, lean muscle almost entirely consists of 



these substances, which, in consequence, have 
received the name of "flesh-formers." Not 
only are albuminoids essential constituents of 
the animal body, but they are also present in 
all forms of vegetable growth, and without 
albuminoids no mcrease of plant tissue is pos- 
sible. It is in the form of vegetable tood 
that animals receive all the albuminoids after- 
wards stored up in their own bodies. 

It is evident from these fa3ts that the pro- 
portion of albuminoids contained in any food 
IS a point of great practical importance ; the 
feedmg value of a food will, in fact, depend 
a good deal on the quantity of albuminoids 
present. It is in consequence of this great 
importance of albuminoids that a statement 
of their quantity is found in every analysis of 
feeding materials. 

Thus, in all statements of com analysis or 
other of the cereal greens, the amount of al- 
buminoids is clearly stated, and this is a point 
of great importance, as thus the nutritive val- 
ue is exhibited. As compound substances, or 
in themselves considered, chemists have no 
methods of determining the quantity of albu- 
minoids present in a body, but as nitrogen is 
the important constituent, it is generally re- 
garded as safe to assume that all the nitrogen 
present in a food belongb to the albumen ; 
hence, by calculation of the nitrogen, the 
amount of the albuminoids is estimated. No 
department of chemistry is so difficult as that 
connected with organized tissues and substan- 
ces, and although great obstacles have been 
overcome still many difficulties remain to be 
removed. — Boston Journal of Chemiatry, 



Sciatica and Profanity. 

The lively caitaeur of the JEkening Tran- 
«crijE>^ tells the following good story: In a 
town near Boston there lives a good lady who 
suffers acutely from sciatica She has consul- 
ted physicians far and near, but bas been un- 
successful in finding any cure. Not long 
since she heard that a man living not far away 
was afflicted with the Hame disease in an ag- 
gravated form, and it occurred to her that she 
would call upon him and a&k whether he had 
ever found anything that would avail to les- 
sen its terrors. She did so, and having intro- 
duced herself, stated her errand. "Do you," 
she asked, "find anything that affords you re- 
lief ?" "Yes marm," he replied, "two things." 
"7^70 things ? Pray what are they ?" " vura- 
ing and swearing^^ said the invalid. It is ad- 
ded that on her return home the good lady 
told her husband that she only regretted that 
she could not avail herself of this remedy. 
" Not that I have any conscientious scruples," 
she said, *^but I donH know how.^^ — Boston 
Journal of Chemistry, 
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Solid Rubber Bandage in Treatment of 
Eczema and Ulcer of the Leg- 

Dr. L. D. BuiKLEY, of New York, in hi« 
paper bearing the title ae given above, aajs: 
" Lf an ordinary bandage, or an elaetic, or a 
laced Btocking is uHed to keep the di^eaee in 
check, we bave the constant diKlreKH and :.g- 
gravatioD of the trouble ootsiiioned by the 
sticking of the dressing to them, or to clotha 
placed beneath them, while the firm non-elaa- 
tic tension of the cotton bandage and the 
laced -stocking is often really diEirescin^ to 
the patient: the coat of elastic web stockingK 
and ibe neceaBity of their frequent removal 
is a aeriouB obstacle in iheir use in very many 
cases. 

For thefe rea^ioDB the solid rubber bandage 
proniiBei', I think, to effect a revolution in the 
treatment of ^uoh ca^es, and will be hailed 
with pleasuif by multiludcB of pbysiciana and 
patientB." 

"the proflem of yellow fever," 

At a meetiiig of the New York Academy 
of Medicine, held October ITlh, a paper en- 
titled "The Problem of Yellow Fever" waa 
read by Ootaviua White, M, D., who was for- 
merly a practitioner in the South. The pa- 
per was brief and deEigned mainly to prelude 
a more than commonly thorough diccuaeion 
of yellow fever in all its bearings. The au- 
thor of the paper regarded yellow fever aa 
esBentially a germ disease, wbich to develope 
and spread required certain favoring uondi- 
tions of climate, temperature, drainage, etc. 
without these favoring conditions, the disease 
germ will be inert, and theiefore hatmleFB. 

Dr. Austin Flint, Sr. led in the diftcusaion, 
not of the paper, but of the topic, and main- 
tained that security from the ravages of this 
pestilence could only be attained by measures 
that prevented the origination of the first oase 
whether it be indigcnoua or impoittd 

Dr. J. C. Peters regards the diaeapc as one 
of the class denoniinaled /fU/i ilise'i^-"', and 
therefore is susceptible to the opposing influ 
enops of correct quarantine, true isolation of 
the first cases, instant disinfection of every 
thing pertaining to the person of the patient 
and ihe sick room, and finally the destruction 
of all articles used about the sick that cannot 
conveniently be washed and disinfected. It 
can he slaiuped out ns readily aa Scarlet f^vcr. 
Typhus fever, or Cholera, only it must be 



treated more promptly and more thoroughly 
by the Sanitary measares deemed requisite, 
than is ordinarily done in the time of prevail- 
ing epidemics. Dr. Elisha Harris echoed the 
views of Dr. Flint, in that he believed that 
wholesome cleanliness should always be main- 
tained in Southern ports and ci'ies, and that 
an eificiect quarartine should effectually pre- 
vent the admission of any cases. If, by acci- 
dent, cases did escape the observation of quar- 
antine, the local heaithinessof the place wonld 
not furnish an appropriate nucleufl for the de- 
velopement of the disease. Dr. Harris warm- 
ly advocated the establishment of a medical 
commission, appointed and paid by the Gov- 
ernment lo study the subjeot of yellow fever, 
especially in relation to preventive measures. 
Dr. Post had a series of very practical ijues- 
tions which he read to the Academy and trus- 
ted that the proposed commis-tion of inquiry 
would be enabled to find sufficient and relia- 
ble answers for them.! Dr. Anderson advocated 
ubiefly the study of means of prevention. He 
repeated, as worthy of remembrance, the 
homely old adage "an ounce of prevejitimi ia 
worth a pound of cure." 

Dr. Ilerzog believed the commission, if odo 
was appointed, should enter upon its work in 
a truly scientific manner, and not be satisfied 
until the true nature of the poison and the 
exact conditions favoring its progress were 
discovered. 

Dr. Herzog being much imbued with the 
line of scientific thought represented in Ger- 
many by Pettenkoffer and others, expressed 
himself as believing that the state, of the at- 
mosphere, in connection with the slate of the 
soil, prevailing at tbe time of an epidemic via- 
italion of Yellow fever, would be found to be 
the chief points worthy of^the study of such 
a band of scientific inquirers. 

Others spoke but the general sentiment had 
been fairly expressed by those who led the 
discussion. 

STATE HOAKIt OF HEALTH OF MICHIGAN. 

The Michigan Board of Health is dissemi- 
nating its conclusions on Sanitary matters by 
means of brief circulars which are intended 
to make the great principles of sanitary sci- 
ence common property. We have seen four 
of these circulars and find that they convey 
excellent instruction in a compact form. 
They remind us of the valuable health tracts 
that were issued by the IT, S. Sanitary Com- 
mission durire the W<ir of the Eeoellioti. 
The lifles of the four before us are as follows: 

"Relative to the work of Health Officers 
and of Local Boards of Health in Michigan." 

"Relative to Notices of Diseases which en- 
danger the Public Health ; Duties of House- 
holders, Physicians, and others— Circular lo 
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I Sapervisora and other Officers of Townships." 
j "RestriotiOD and Prevention of -Scarlet Fe- 

ver." 

"Restriction and Prevention of Diphtheria," 
I We have quoted these titles as speiiimens 

I of their variety and scope. The plan is high 
It creditable to the intelligent enterprise of 
the public aanitari.'ina of Michigan 



It is interesting for those who manafacture 
articles liable to decomposition, to know that 
glycerine has the power of arresting fermenta- 
tioD to a remarkable degree. It is stated in 
The Chemical Journal, that glycerine retards 
both lactic and alcoholic fermentalions. One- 
fifth of glycerine added to milk at a temper- 
ature of 15° to 20° C. prevents it from turn- 
ing sour for eight or ten days. One-half or 
one-third of glycerine, at the same tempera- 
ture, retarded the fermentation of milk for 
six or seven weeks. At higher temperatures, 
larger quantities are needed to produce the 
same result b. The formation of hydrocyanic 
acid from amygdaline and emulsine is also re- 
tarded by glycerine. It becomes ihos very 
serviceable in preventing the spoiling of var- 
ious lotions. For this reason it is not anusu- 
al to add a small qaantity to the preparation 
known an milk of roses, and also to almond 
paste. Some ezoetlent results have also been 
recently obtained by the use of glycerine, in 
stead of Ood-Liver Oil in the first st^es of 
oonsamption. 

A HINT TO THE CONBUMPTIVK, 

A oorrespondent of Lea Mondes calls atten- 
tion to the fact that bntohers, though they 
may be pale and thin when they enter on the 
business, quickly gain freshness of color, 
stoutness and a generally comfortable look. 
It ia pure fiction, of coarse, that they put 
aside ^e best portions of the meat for them- 
■elves, and it is a known fact that most of 
them lose appetite. 

The oorrespondent attributes their general 
well-being to assimilation, through the respir- 
atory passages, of nutritive juices of the meat 
volatilized in the air — a kind of nutrition by 
affusion. If this be really a fact, it is argned 
that young people with defident or impure 
blood, and especially children of a weak or 
lymphatic constitution, might be sabjeoted 
with advantage to hygienic treatment based 
upon it. A well known French physician 
commends the idea, and offers the foltt^wing 
plan for the treatmer-t of consumptive per- 
sons, in place of sending them off to distant 
places with reputedly mild climates. In a 
well ventilated, sunlit and sheltered room, 
with southern exposure, he would, by means 
of a Mou8seron brazier, the high moi^t heat 



of which is salutary and favorable to respira- 
tion, form for the patient an artificial climate, 
like that of Nice or Florida, having all the 
advantages without the inconveniences, of the 
real climate. To aid the antiseptic action of 
the warm moist air, rich in vapors, charged 
with dissolved carbonic acid,- he would place 
in one or more corners of the room an open 
bottle of water saturated with sulphurous 
acid. By this arrangement he thinks the pro- 
gress of the tuberculalion would be arrested. 

HOT AND COLD BATHS. 

The London Laiteet in a recent number, 
points out the difference between the effects 
of hot and cold baths. The effects of the 
iiold bath, it says, being mainly due to impres- 
sions made upoti the cutaneous nerves, the 
modifications of the cold bath largely depend 
on their power of increasing its stimulating 
action. The colder the water, the more vio- 
lent the impression. The frequent change of 
water, such as is found in the sea or in running 
streams, increases the stimulating effect. 
G-reat forces of impact, as when water falls 
fmm a height or comes forcibly through a 
hose upon the body: the division of the stream 
as is seen in shower baths and needle baths ; 
and the addition of acids or salt to the water, 
all act, it would seem, by increasing the stim- 
nlatmg power which the water exerts upon 
the cutaneoas nerves. Warm baths produce 
an effect upon the skin directly oontrary to 
that brought about by oold water. The cu- 
taneous vessels dilate immediately under the 
influence of the heat, and although this dila- 
tatioTi is followed by a contraction of the ves- 
sels, this contraction is seldom excessive, and 
ihe ultimate result of a warm bath is to in- 
crease the cutaneous oirctilation. The pulse 
and respiration are both quickened as in the 
oold bath. The warm bath increases the tem- 
perature of the body, and by lessening the 
necessity for the internal production of heat, 
decreases the call made upon certain vital pro- 
cesses, and enables life to be sustained with a 
less expenditure of force. While a cold bath 
causes a certain stiffness of the muscles, if 
continued for too long a time, a warm bath 
relieves stiffness and fatigue. The ultimate 
results of hot and cold baths, if their temper- 
ature be moderate, are about the same, the 
difference being, to use the words of Lirame, 
that "cold refreshes by stimulating the func- 
tions, heat, by physically facilitating them : 
and in this lies the important practical differ- 
ence between the cold water ard hul water 
systems, 

AX EXPKBIMBNT WITH CHLOROFORM. 

Chloroform was administered to a baboon 
in a dentist's chair at the Alexandra Palace a 
few weeks ago. 
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The poor creature had had a terrible tooth- 
ache. A fortnight before the final operation 
two teeth had been extracted, bnt while his 
snfferiDgs had been relieved it was necessary 
to draw out two more teeth, toother with an 
old fang, and to break away a large piece of 
the diseased jaw. Chloroform was used, and 
as this is the first instance in which it is 
known to have been administered to a monkey, 
it will be interesting to state that the animal 
is a rather large individual of his species, 
probably from twelve to fifteen years of age, 
that the ansBsthetic was four minutes and 
thirty- seven seconds in producing perfect un- 
consciousness, and that the revival took place 
in about ten minutes from that time, during 
which the operation had been successfully 
performed. !Poor Joss soon recovered his 
usual condition, and after cooling his face 
against a window pane for a few minutes, 
(quietly rejoined his companions, apparently 
little the worse for his mutilated jaw, and 
much relieved by the treatment. 

WINE IN THB CAPILLARY BRONCHITIS OP CHIL- 
DREN. 

The Jour, de Med, et de Chirg., quotes M. 
Bonamy, of Nantes, who speaks highly of the 
use of wine in the treatment of capillary 
bronchitis in very young children. He does 
not think very large doses advisable, but gives 
from five to six ounces daily to children be- 
tween one and two years of age, varying the 
dose also according to the strength of the pa- 
tient. As adjuvants he employs cutaneous 
revulsives and ipecac. He uses the following 
formula with such variations as the special 
cases seem to demand. 

Malaga wine ^ iii. 

Peppermint water 3 iiss. 

Syr. of orange peel 3 v. 

M. A dessert-spoonful every hour. 

MALARIAL POISONING. 

Dr. W, C. Van Bibber, has fumidhed the 
State Board of Health of Maryland with a 
small pamphlet on ventilation, wherein he 
explains the noxious effects of what are popu- 
larly known as close days, in malarial locali- 
ties. The theory is advanced, that this at- 
mospheric phenomenon may account for the 
proouctions of malarial disorders, where the 
poison of malaria is associated with the re- 
gion. 

Fever and ague and remittent fever, are 
common in the fiat lands bordering upon the 
Chesapeake Bay and in the level valleys of 
fresh-water streams, as the Potomac, Patux- 
ent, and Susquehanna, and also m similar sit- 



uations almost everywhere throughout the 
earth. In' such localities, during the months 
of July, August and September, there are 
many days when there is no ventilation in 
these topographical situations, because there 
is but little horizontal motion in the atmos- 
phere at large. 

The range of the thermometer during these 
months, in this climate, is high during the 
day, and the water in the marshes and swamps 
being perfectly still and exposed to the ardent 
rays oi the sun, is heated, and gives rise to 
the formation of copious vapors. It is then 
that the motionless air, resting upon the stag- 
nant and vaporiQ|; waters, becomes impreg- 
nated with the poison of malaria. It is then 
that this poison produces ill-health. What- 
ever the essential essence of malaria may be, 
it is manifest that, on account of its subtile 
nature, the atmosphere will be more likely to 
be charged with it and to retain it, when the 
topography checks the natural process of ven- 
tilation, or the movement of bodies of air. 

FORMATION OF NEW JOINT. 

At a recent meeting of the New York Pa- 
thological Society, Dr. Lewis A. Sayre presen- 
ted a rare and exceedingly valuable specimen 
of new joint, which occurred in the hip of a 
child upon whom the operation of exsection 
had been performed. The section of the spe- 
cimen showed the formation of a new acetab- 
ulum, with cartilage. The cartilage was a 
new formation, as, m the operation, the origi- 
nal acetabulum was carious, and during the 
operation had been removed. The history of 
the case was as follows. A child, two years 
and nine months old, was first seen July 23, 
1875, and was at that time suffering from the 
third stage of hip disease. 

Exsection was performed September 29, 
1875. The head and neck of the femur were 
entirely gone, and there was diseased bone in 
the acetabulum. 

The opening closed on October 30, 1876, 
and for two years the patient was not under 
Dr. Sayre's care, but subsequently became an 
inmate of Bellevue Hospital, suffering from 
amyloid disease of the kidneys and liver. 
Death occurred March 4th, 1878. 

Each of the lower extremities measured 
13 1-8 inches in length. A section of the 
hip showed no trace of dead bone, but instead, 
a new joint, which cksely resembled the hip- 
joint of the other side, but had a diminished 
amouht of motion. 

TREATMENT OF GOITBE BY INJECTIONS. 

At one of the stated meetings of the New 
York Pathological Society held in April, Dr. 
Beverly Robinson presented a patient upon 
whom he had made a series of injections of 
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the tinotnre of iron, after the manner sngget^ 
ted by Dr. MoEenzie of London. He pre- 
sented also the photographs showing the ap- 
pearanoe previoasly and subsequent to the op- 
erations. The case was one of fibro-oystio 
goitre, and had been treated by injections of 
the tincture of iodine, but without any special 
benefit, as the cyst readily refilled. The in- 
jection of the tincture of iron was commenced 
Sept. 27, and continued during a period of 
five months. In that time, from 25 to 80 in- 
jections were made. The result of these in- 
jections was to convert the cyst into an ab- 
scess. 

Subsequently the tincture of ergot was used, 
but without special benefit. Two silver can- 
ulas were used to procure free drainage. These 
were worn continuously for a time. Previous 
to the use of the tincture of iron, the neck 
measured 18 inches in circumference, and pre- 
sented a large tumor to the right of the med- 
ian line, and extending up to the ramus of the 
jaw. As a result of treatment, the cyst de- 
creased in size, and the neck measured only 
14 inches. The photographs showed a marked 
reduction in the size of the tumor. The cyst 
bled during the time the injections of tincture 
of iron were employed, and suppurated very 
freely. Subsequently there appeared a vascu- 
lar growth upon the surface of the cyst, and 
near the opening. 

Dr. Robinson wished to know if any mem- 
ber of the Society had any suggestions to 
make in regard to the future treatment of the 
case. He had read of cases in which galvan- 
ism had been used with benefit, but had no 
experience with that agent. Dr. Putnam Ja- 
cooi said that galvanism was indicated in goi- 
tre of neuro- paralytic origin. She had seen 
a case in which marked improvement had tak- 
en place. The tumor was nearly as large as 
in Dr. Robinson's case. 

Dr. Seguin had used galvanization in goitre; 
in some cases benefit resulted, but in none of 
them did cure take place. Dr. Seguin had 
used an aqueous solution of the solid extract 
of ergot, but without any benefit whatever. 

PSBUDO-MEMBBANOUS BRONCHITIS. 

Dr. Robinson presented bronchial casts 
which had bepn sent to him by Dr. Beason of 
Syracuse, N. Y. They were from a case who 
had furnished similar casts, presented about a 
vear ago. Since that time the patient, a child, 
had been expectorating them regularly. Dr. 
W. H Carpenter had seen the patient referred 
to by Dr. Robinson. The casts were expeo 
torated easily and copiously. Dr. Peters 
said he had seen with Dr. Loomis, a case in 
which casts of the bronchi were thrown off 
every few weeks. 

Dr. Seguin asked if arsenic had been used 



in the treatment of the disease : cases were 
reported in which that agent had proved ef- 
fectual in checking the formation oi the false 
membrane. 

BBAINLBSS INFAITT. 

At a meeting of the N. Y. Pathological So- 
ciety, Dr. Seguin presented the body of a 
brainless child at full term. The face was 
perfect. The top of the head was covered by 
a red membrane, and beneath it there was a 
crust of bone. No cerebrsl matter was found, 
neither was there any of the structure of the 
cerebellum. The first evidence of nervous sub- 
stance was in the medulla, oblongata. The 
optic nerve terminated in the sphenoid bone. 
The peripheral nervous system was well de- 
veloped. Dr. Seguin said the case was inter- 
esting in showins the independence of devel- 
opment of the brain, and of the remaining 
nerve system. 

HOBSB-HAIR AS A DRAIN FOB WOUNDS. 

Mr. Lister, the well known English Surgeon 
calls attention to the use of horse-hair in 
place of the drainage-tubes of rubber, or the 
strings of catgut. It was proposed for this 
purpose by White, of Nottingham, in the 
Lancet of December 2, 1876. It is especial- 
ly useful in wounds, involving joints or the 
ends of resected bones, where the calibre of 
the rubber tube might be obliterated by the 
pressure of the bones, and in cases where drain- 
age is required beyond a time when catgut 
will be dissolved. It has an advantage, too, 
in that it can be reduced in bulk, in accord- 
ance with the diminution of the serous dis- 
charge, by drawins out some of the hairs. 

In using it, a whisp of the hair of one-half 
the thickness required, should be bent in the 
middle at a sharp angle, and tied with a piece 
of carbolized silk, and introduced with a probe 
or dressing-forceps. Mr. Lister has used the 
horse-hair in other wounds, and employs it 
now in preference to the rubber tubes. — The 
Lancety Jan. 5, '78 

DITAIN. 

A new drug called Ditain is introduced to 
the notice of the profession. 

It is the bark of the AUstonia ScholariSySk 
native of Java. It has been found to contain 
an active principle, the physiological effects 
of which resemble those of curare. It is said 
to be antipyretic, a vermifuge, and a poison. 
It has the property of paralysing the intra- 
muscular terminations of the motor nerves 
and the spinal cord at the same time. 

JABOBANDI. 

In a discussion arising on this new remedy 
in the Medical Society of Madrid, Dr. Pedro 
Esquerdo said that he selected cases of rheu- 
matism, pleurisy, pericarditis, dropsies, epis- 
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tasis, etc, in whicb to test the action of the 
drag. The most important results noticed, 
were the irregularity or inoonatancy in its ac- 
tion, and the great number of accidents which 
occurred daring its administration. As a su- 
dorific, in bis hands, it did not produce the ef- 
fects he expected. Instead of copious expec 
toration, salivation, diarrhtsa, Tomiting, syn- 
cope, and great prostration occurred. These 
effects, and others as serious, were produced 
in different patients, and even the amount of 
salivation and perspiration also varied in dif- 
ferent individuals. 

GAS CLOTH. 

Dr Hirzel, of Liepsic, has patented a fab- 
ric claimed to be impermeable to water and 
gas, whicb he calls gastuch or gas cloth. It 
is made by placing a large, smooth piece of 
so-called gutta-percha paper, between two 
pieces of some not too coarse and dense ma- 
terial — such as nndressed shirting, and then 
passing the arrangement between heated roll- 
ers. The enter pieces of shirting combine 
internally with the inclosed gutta-percha to 
form a material which is impenetrable by gas 
or water. It may be made still denser and 
more resistant by being coated on both sides 
with copal laa The snbstanoe is conveniently 
flexible, and it is said wilt remain proof 
against variable influences of weather and ex- 
ternal temperatures. It can be applied to all 
those paipoees for which water- proof material 
is nsed, and it ie well adapted to form gas- 
tight membranes for regulators of pressure of 
compressed gas, bags, or sacks for dry gas 
metres, as also dry gas- reservoirs. 

FIREPEOOr CLOTHINO. 

M. Sieborath, of Dresden, has been experi- 
menting, with a view to find some cheap snb- 
stance Uiat wonld prevent ladies clothing from 
burning with flame. Weak solutions of alum 
are not satisfactory, but a 5 per cent solution 
of phosphate of ammonia proved quite sue 
cessful ; the impregnated clothes did not bnm 
with flame, but were merely destroyed byoar- 
bonization. Lastly, a solution containing 5 
per cent, phosphate of ammonia was tried on 
linen and woolen stuffs. Here, too, there was 
no bnming. The stuffs treated with phos- 
phate of ammonia did not even bum when 
they had been vigorously rubbed with gun- 
powder. The powder flashed, but left the 
stuffs unooQsnmed. The clothes lose their in- 
combustibility however, by getting wet or be- 
ing washed. It is a disadvantage, too, that 
they can only be worn in certain places. 

aHOUT CUEilP LIVING. 

The problem of cheap living which has ex- 
cited so much emulative correspondence of 
late, in the d^ily press of America, has al^o 



attracted attention i'l K-glani. Vegetariana 
and meat-eaters have di'.nocstnted that six- 
pence a day is amply suflioient to satisfy the 
requirements of any reasonable appetite, and 
now an enthusiast declares in the MaJichester 
Guardian that a man can live well on six- 
pence a week. He himself never spends more. 
For twelve years he has abstained from any 
Other food than bread and water, and at the 
age of fifty-one is in the enjoyment of better 
health than he ever had in his earlier years. 
He is blessed with a small appetite, and finds 
a fcur pound loaf of bread ijuito sufficient for 
his sustenance during a week. Bread, he ar- 
gues, is the natural food of man ; if he wilt 
adhere to this diet, and take care of his health 
he will, in nine cases out of ten arrive at a 
green old age. It is the cocsumption of stim- 
ulating food, such as intoxicating liquors, 
milk, fresh meat and fish, whioh enervates the 
minds vnd bodies of man, and prepares the 
way for disease- 

DANGEK8 OF TOUGHBWKD GLASS. 

Here is a little inoident, related by Profes- 
sor liicard, whioh recently occurred in Bohe- 
mia, and whioh may give a nsefnl bint to 
heads of families : "A child's drinking glass 
was bought one day at Saaz, and dnrmg six 
months it sastained its character of tough- 
ened glass. Bat one evening in the seventh 
month, after having been nsed for drinking 
sugared water, it was placed, with a silver 
■>poon in it, on a large oak table. Suddenly 
I heard from my room a violent explosioii, 
like a pistol shot, and a metallic sound. 

I hastened in and saw, scattered all over 
the floor, needles and fragments of glass, an^ 
not only the floor, but tbe bed, the table, the 
curtains, Ac, were covered with them. 

The empty glass had burst without appar- 
ent cause, without the approach of a ught, 
and with a force so extraordinary, that all the 
inhabitants of the house were frightened. 
Such an explosion is doubtless caused oy some 
change in the extreme tension of the fibrwi of 
hardened glass." 

coKsnupTivEB m California. 

A very interesting statement in relation 
to the adaptation of the climate of California 
to consumptive visitors or residents, is made 
by Dr. Hatch, of Sacramento, Secretary of 
the State Board of Health. Among the more 
important points made by bim are these, name- 
ly, that, for tbe majority of invalids seeking a 
change of climate in consumption, the moun- 
tains — preferably the coast range — offer ad- 
vantagec, during the Summer and early Au- 
tumn months, superior to those of any other 
|iortion of the State ; that a certain propor- 
tion may find theeif*t.m slope of the coast 
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range agreeable and bt^uefioial even during 
the winter seasons ; and that, for a large pro- 
portion of consumptives, some point on the 
southern coast seems eminently suitable as a 
winter residence. Dr. Hatch also lays it down 
as a rule, that the premonitory stage of phthis- 
is, or the first stage of its actual development, 
are the only ones in which climate may be 
safely relied upon : that some cases in the sec 
ond stage may be greatly benefited, especial- 
ly when the nutritive processes are not seri- 
ously impaired, and that a few may secure an 
apparently permanent arrest of disease, and 
enjoy good health for many years, but that 
the climate of California, while it may for a 
time seem to inspire hope, offers, in reality, 
no very strong inducement to those lapsing, 
or who may be considered as having already 
passed into the third stage of the disease. 



Monthly Summary. 



Diabetes M^llitus Cured by Extract of Nux 

Vomica. rx T^ r» 

Two cases are reported by Dr. £ug. Zar 
zana, in the Gazetta Medica di Roma, The 
first patient, a woman, had been passing a 
large quantity of water for three years ; she 
was very weak, her sight was affected, and 
her thirst was great. At the time the treat- 
ment wat* begun, she was passing twelve Ro 
man livra of urine in the twenty-four hours ; 
it was not albuminous, but contained a large 
quantity of glucose. At first she was given 
daily tnree quarters of a grain of the alcohol- 
ic extract of nux vomica, dissolved in 3 ozs. o\ 
distilled water, and the dose was increased by 
three-quarters of a grain every three days, 
until she was taking 4^ grains per diem. Un- 
der this treatment the quantity of urine di- 
minished, and it became very acid, floccuient, 
and colored by biliary pigment. At the samt 
time glucose diminished until only traces of it 
could be discovered. The general symptoms 
improved, and the patient was restored to her 
previous good health. The second patient 
was a large, robust man, seventy- two years of 
age. During eleven hours he passed two Ro- 
man livra and eight ounces of urine, which 
was rich in urates and albumen. Under the 
use of the nux vomica, the glucose gradually 
diminished in quantity and finally disappeared 
entirely. — The Doctor, 

Toothache Drops. 

Mr. J. Merpon, L. D. S., states in the Brit- 
ish Jo^irnul of Dental Science that acute pain 
ea.i t>ft - 'jj; iPT^T :■-. ; '>y pungent aromatics, 
jusi Ui. ». t UiOH c .i ! oils are popular rem 



edies for tooth-ache, as aie creasote, peppers, 
spirits, etc. ^ But better still, he tells us that 
combined with chloroform and aconite they 
will prevent the pain of tooth extraction. 
Hundreds of patients told him they did not 
feel the pain. Here is his formula lor a local 
ansBsthetic to supercede chloroform, ether, etc. 

]J Chloroform pur .3 iij. 

Tr. aconiti 3 iij. 

Tr. capsici 3 j. 

Tr. pyrethri 3 ss. 

01. caryoph 3 ss. 

Gum camph 3 ss. M. 

The tooth and surrounding gums are to be 
previously dried, and then four or five drops 
of this applied with cotton wool. Then with- 
out delay use the forceps, but the instrument 
mitst be warmed. This is most important. 
We have felt the pang of the cold steel, and, 
whether the ansBsthetic or not be used, agree 
with the propriety of using warm instruments. 
For tooth-acne, a pellet of cotton wool soaked 
in the above may be introduced into the cav- 
ity, and is said often to give speedy relief. — 
Boston Journal of Chemistry. 



Purcatlve Milk. 

In his book, ^'Le Lait, la Creme, et le Be- 
urre," M. Husson calls attention to Planche's 
formula for purgative milk, a cathartic which 
has the advantages of being easy to take and 
certain in action : — 

1^ ResinflB scammonisB grs. vi. 

Sacch. albsB 3 ijss. 

Triturate, and add gradually: 

Lactis puri 5 vi. 

Aq. laurocerasi mxlv. M. 

A single dose for an adult. — Boston Journal 
of Cheinistry. 

Boracic Acid Ointment. 

This ointment is used in University College 
Hospital, as an application for bums, and is 
made according to a formula of Mr . Godlee, 
as follows :- 

Boracic acid in fine powder 1 part. 

White wax 1 part. 

Paraffin 2 parts. 

Almond oil 2 parts. 

Melt the wax, paraffin, and oil, with a gen- 
tle heat ; then add the acid, and continue stir- 
ring until it remains of uniform consiRtence. 
Before using, it should be reduced to a soft 
mass by rubbing it in a cold xxy-on^r."^ Boston 
Journal of Chemistry, 
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Identity of Cases ra Sasrado with Rhamnus 
Purshlana. 

To JmtTTuU m Mattrla Nidiea, 

I have thje daj muled you the Pacific Medical and 
Surgical Journal for October, vrnich doubtlesa you bare 
seen ; it contuna an important article on the Materia 
Medica of California, bj Dr. Qibbona, Chairtmm of 
the Section on Materia Medica of the Stale Sooi- 
ely, and it ia but due to tbe Medical ProfessioD of tbe 
United Btatea, that it be published in all the Journals; 
perhaps I am asking too much of one, who, while con- 
ducting one of the moet interesting joumalB published 
in thia Country, you are likewise connected with the 
oldest manufactory of medidnal preparations, and per- 
haps inlerested in the manufacture of tbe articles re- 
ferred to : hat I have regarded yon, from the tone of 
your publications, cautious and conserratiTe, and have 
observed in the Journal, very little concerning them. 
It would appear that one. Dr. Bundy, has filled the 
pages of the advertising publication of Parke, Davis & 
Co., of Detroit, called "New Preparations," f uU of 
exaggerated accounts of California's New Remedies, 
and Dr. Gibbons has fully exposed the wrong of im- 
posing worthless California plants upon the Eastern 
Profession, as rare medicinal plants. We all know 
that ow fields and mountains, yea, every district 
abounda with plants of medicinal value, all having a 
domeetic reputaiion of long standing, but of no de- 
cidedly marked characteristics, such as make it derira- 
ble for a Druggist or Physician to encumber their 
shelves with thsm ; when a physician's aid is desired, 
the time has usually come for positive medication, and 
they are of little use. Now, I have no doubt our do- 
mestic plants are just as good and efflcient as the Cali- 
fornia plants which Dr. Bundy and his condgnees have 
endeavored, by advertising, to work up a sale for, with 
the profession in the East It is rare that orticleB are 
added to the Materia Hedica, which bold the portion of 
Gelseminum, Veratrum and some otheis have done fw 
same length of time ; any article to do so, must possess 
the moat specific and marked remedial powers ; these 
were long in b»ng established in medical favor, and it 
was not until we had thoroughly tested them. Such 
articles are an acqiusition, but not so with the Califor- 
nia new articles. Buckthorn was one of the earii- 
est remedies used, the Bark and Berriet -. from the 
latter was prepu^ syrup of Buckthorn, or Rhamnus 
Catharticus, and had a great reputation as an active ca- 
thaitic in lUkeumatism, Oout &c It seems it has been 
left to this celebrated Dr. Bundy to bring forth the 
bai^ of the Rhamnus species of Cslifomla, under the 
Mme of Ciuoara Sagrado. I used some of it with- 



out effect desired. i»r. Oibbotu say» there is no 
such plant known to any botanirt on the Pacific 
Ooa*t. Language cannot express fully the reprovst 
which should follow such transactions, and I trust yoa 
will publish articles I send you, and I should like to 
know something of the Doctors who appear in the"New 
PreparationB,'' ss certifying to these articles. I do 
not see how any medical Journal can now, in view of 
this exposure, continue to advertise this article." 
Rbmabkb: — 

We have published the articles referred to in tbe 
above letter, as well as the letter itself, and depart 
fronn a ruli, not to allow in our pages anything re- 
flecting upon the integrity of anyone, but from the ne- 
cessity of the case, this is of wide professional interest 
and cannot be avoided, it is due to ourselves as well 
as the Profession and public that we state any conneC' 
tion on our part with the matters referred to. 

It is true, we have been conservative in regard to in- 
ducing the use of articles we had not become fully 
convinced were valuable to the profession. No physic- 
ian can use ail the two hundred Fluid Extracts on the 
list, nor can druggists expect to keep them on their 
shelves ; they cannot afford it. When Cascara Sagra- 
do was announced by this House, and Dr. Bundy, we 
examined thoroughly our extensive collection of Bo- 
tanical works and authorities, and were unable to find 
any trace of Hot anything that would justify us in 
placing it upon our list, although constantly importuned 
to do so, nor could weupon corresponding, find anyone 
who had ever seen It We thoughtit, likeCondurango, a 
tpeoulation, and declined to put it upon our list. Fin- 
ally we received a consignment of what purported to 
be Cd»cara Sagrado, and pat It upon our secondary 
list. When this list was shown one of the agents of 
the House of P. D. & Co., he ridiculed the idea that 
any other house or party had any of the article, or 
could obtain it : this bad been announced among ths 
trade, and we learned, had given rise to tbe suspicioD 
that Cascara was a preparation or compound of various 
active cathartics, justified perhaps by tbe stcrec^ thftt 
had surrounded its monopoly. An examination of the 
consignment we had received, revealed a similarity to 
the Bark of the Rhamnus Catharticus \ to settle tbe cor- 
rectness of the sus*picion created in this respect, w« 
sought to obtwn some of the genuine Bark, or "Orig- 
inal Jacobs" and compare them. Application was made 
to the most respectable Drug Houses for a small quan- 
tity, who, not having It, made application to P. D. & Go. 
they uniformly returned a reply similar to tlie following: 
Detroit, May IB, 1878. 

Oentlemen: — We regret to say that we are unable t« 
send you the crude drugs ordered, as we manufacture 
I into Fluid and Solid Extracts as fast as received. 
We liave none of tbe crude in stock. 

A Phfrician writes. May 24, '78, "F. D. A Co., re- 
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plied, to my Druggist that they worked all their crude 
into Fluid Extracts as soon as they received it, to meet 
their large and unexpected demand. Humbug !" 

Of course it is quite idle for any large manufactoiy 
concerned, handling large quantities of crude articles, 
to pretend that all of any article "had been made up 
into Fluid Extracts as soon as received," much less the 
one in question, and that one ounoe could not be had 
to satisfy the investigation of aoientific men. Every 
faJT-mindedmaji will say that the only object could 
have been to keep out of sight the crude article called 
Cascara, to avoid identty with the real article which 
appears to now have been had and determined, and in 
future we shall put this article under the real name, 
Rhamnua Purahiana. 

At the meeting of the AmeriGan Pharmaceuti- 
cal Association, held at Atlanta, Nov. 26, 1878, 
Mr. Lloyd of Cincinnati called attention to some 
CaUf omia plants which had been introduced un- 
der fictitious names, one having been called yer- 
ba reuma was found to be Frankenia grandifolia^ 
nat. ord. Frankeniacese, a common plant of Cal- 
ifornia, having a very salty tajste. The article 
introduced under the name of caacara aagrado 
was ascertained to be the bark of Rhamnua Pur- 
ahiana. The Mountain or Oregon grape of the 
Pacific coast is usually referred to as JBerberia 
aquifolium, but Mr. Lloyd has found B. repena, 
B. nervoaa and B. pinnata substituted for it. 

In commenting on Mr. Lloyd^s paper, Messrs. 
Maisch and Saunders referred to censurable prac- 
tices which had become rather frequent of late 
years and should be discountenanced — such as 
the introduction under fictitious names of drugs 
and chemical preparations. 

The Medical and Surgical Reporter^ Philadel- 
phia, Nov. 23, 1878, has the following :— 

Doubtful Novelties. 

Dr. W. P. Gibbons, of California, does a good 
work in the October number of the Pacific Med- 
ical and Surgical Journal^ by exposing the pre- 
tended new remedies from Callfomia called Yer- 
ba Santay Berberia Aquifoliumj Caacara Sagrado 
and Yerba Reuma. They have been pushed on 
the profession by a Dr. J. H. Bundy, and by the 
efforts of Parke, Davis & Co., of Detroit. We 
regret to add that several medical editors have 
either been entrapped or have deliberately been 
bargained into giving their sanction and aid to 
this form of mercantile exploitation of the profes- 
sion and their patients. We have a right to de- 
mand that they now publicly retract their state- 
ments about these pretended remedies." 

The medical profession are imposed upon or 



(< 



entrapped" in various ways as for instance, we 
have seen in the Chicago Pharmaceutist, pub- 
lished by the College of Pharmacy, an article of 
several pages on these very same New California 
Remedies, by Dr. W. A. Green, of Macon, Ga. 

We happen to know something of this/Dr. W. 
A. Green, who claimed to be the correspondent 
of several medical Journals, for we have a letter 
from him, dated June 5, 1877, wishing to **write 
up" several articles, and would do it for the amull 
compenaation of twenty-five dollara a page, or 
four pages for one-hundred dollars. We never 
answered his letter, but have had several since 
of similar import. Our readers can judge of the 
value of such articles to the author by the number 
of pages, and how much they are worth to the 
physician, paid for by the foot or yard. 



Maltlne. 

Win the editors of the Journal of Materia Med- 
ica enlighten its readers a^ to the difference be- 
tween Extract of Malt, and an article advertised 

as Maltine and claimed to be superior. 

S. G. W., M. D. 

The following extract from standard authori- 
ties, will give our readers the true definition of 
Maltine, which is synonymous with Diastase or 
Vegetable Ptyalin. 

Maltine, first annoimoed in 1833 by Payen 
and Persoz, and called diastase^ is best pro« 
cured by maoerating sprouting malt in double 
its weight of water, for twenty- four hours, at 
a temperature of 40° C, replacing the filtered 
portion with a double volume of alcohol, fil- 
tering the yellowish-white amorphous deposit 
of maltine remaining on the filter, and drying 
at 40° G. In this manner from one kilo- 
gramme of sprouting grain, five to six grains 
of maltine should be obtained. 

Maltine, which is very little soluble in di- 
lute alcohol, and insoluble in absolute alcohol, 
is precipitated from its watery solution by the 
salts of potassa and barytes. Alkaline carbon- 
ates and bicarbonates precipitate it also ; an 
excess, however, redissolves the preoipitae. 
Salts of lead, mercury, cadmium, and tannin, 
form, with maltine, insoluble combinations, 
and arrest the ferment action of maltine. 
The same results with strong acids and caus' 
tic alkalies, while weak acids, dilute alcohol, 
essential oils, and organic salts, do not appear 
to arrest its action, and alkaline salts assist it 
The experiments of the author on the artifioisl 
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digestion of starch by maltine showed that 
this occurs, completely, with cooked starch ; 
that, further, the starch must be diluted with 
ten times its weight of water ; and, finally, 
that the soluble power of maltine varies with 
the various forms of starch. The favorable 
temperature of the digestion is 35° to 40°C.; 
0.05 gr. of maltine produced from 25 grs. po 
tato starch, cooked in 400 grs. water, in twen- 
ty-four hours, 11.0 grs. of sugar. Larger 
quantities of maltine do not hasten the pro- 
cess, and less leaves it incompleted. The en- 
tirely similar action of ptyaline, already no- 
ticed by previous authors, suggests to Dr. Can- 
taret that there is no difference between the 
animal and vegetable ferments, and he docB 
not hesitate, therefore, to call maltine vegeta- 
ble ptyaline, and to employ it in the treat- 
ment of 'dispepsie salivaire." — N, Y. Medi- 
cal Journal. 

Dunglinson' 8 Med. Dictionary, Dec. 1873. 

" MALTINE— Diaatase. 

Made by macerating sprouting malt in double its 
weight in water for 24 hours, at a temperature of 100° 
F., replacing the filtered portion with alcohol, filtering 
the deposit, and drying— called vegetable Ptyaline, 
from its similarity of action to the latter. Used in in- 
veterate dyspepsia, especially the ''* dyspepsia Sale- 
varie of French writers. " 

As to the difference between Extract of Malt 
and Maltine as put up in the same manner, the 
following correspondence will fully explain our 
personal views. 

New Yobk, Oct. 12, 1878. 

Messrs, Tilden «& Co. — Gentlemen: 

We have been informed that you are manufacturing 
and Belling a preparation called Maltosine. This is un- 
questionably an infringement of our trade-mark '*Mal- 
tine," it being the same word except the two letters 
"OS." Any word so similar to oiui3, that parties 
would be deceived in purchasing the article is an in- 
fringement, and the pronunciation of tho words is so 
similar, that no one would fail to be d« u' ved, all of 
which we have proved by actual teels in Tr :'ity. 

Awaiting yo^ir reply, we are Yours Ir. 

Rebd ^: ^ viiicK. 



New Lebanon, N. Y., Nov. 2(Uh, 1878. 

Messrs. Reeu & Caknrick, New York.: 

Gentlemen — I have your letter and in reply will say 
that you are under a serious misapprct- ms! t both at 
to y ur own position and as tr ^'Xi^. 



You appear to apply the word "Maltine, which is fwt 
a toord of your coining to an Extract of Malt of va- 
rious grains (as you state it to be,) — it being a word 
long used and synonomous with Ptyalin and Diastase, 
and is the name of a principle or article. You might 
as well use Podophillin or Podophylline as to Extract of 
Mandrake, or use Dextrine as the name of your Ex- 
tract of Malt — Indeed any other name which has been 
used and recognized in standard works as the name of 
a particular principle or article. If you have a right 
to the word Maltine, you can assume the same as to 
Dextrine — So you could also assume to claim Morphine 
or Pepsine or any other name recognized or used as the 
name Maltine has been in standard works. 

In an investigation of Extract of Malt, which we 
made in 1861, we became fully familiar with the word 
and supposed the article you offered the public was the 
isolated principle ^^Maltine^^ or Diastase — but on ob- 
taining some of it, found it was not what we exx>ected, 
and no more '^Maltine" than any or all other Malt Ex- 
tracts on the market. 

We surely have no disposition to interfere with or 
abridge your sales or rights, or to refer to the very 
questionable right you assume in the name, or to the 
impression which exists as to the nature of the article 
you make— that we leave entirely to those whose priv- 
ilage it is to investigate these claims and pi*etensions — 
viz. : the consumers . 

''Maltose" is a particular and well-defined element 
of Malt, and our ''Maltosine" is derived from that, 
and therefore bears no relation to your extract, and 
surely is not calculated to deceive any one who is old 
enough to discriminate between a dry article and an 
extract. 

You have the right, as every man unquestionably 
has, to make and sell under the recognized name the 
particular element '*Maltine" or Diastase, and we fail 
to understand how we can be denied the right to spe- 
cifically prepare any other recogn ized element of Malt 
under the name of Maltosine in another form, — ^but 
you have no right to sell as Maltine an Extract of 
Malt, simple or compound, which, from the nature of 
the preparation, if it contain any at all, must contain 
only a small amount of Maltine or Diastase. 

Yours Truly, H. A. Tilden. 

P. S. We observe, iu closing your letter you say- 
that "no one would fail to be deceived" by similarity 
of the names **Maltiue" and "Maltosine", "all of 
which you have proved by actual tests in this city.'' 
We beg to say that you must have some very remarka- 
ble and astute witnesses, because not mie dram of the 
article has yet been sent to New York or put upon tht* 
market, and no one hos yet !> ul Uv opDor^n rity to b< 
deceived'^ hovravtr .. ..' -^^ o ■ ^-.r benefit. 
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Obituary. 

DiBD — Blecken — At his residence in Minneap- 
olis, Minn., Sept. 19th, Carl Herman Blecken, 
M. D. 

Dr. Blecken the only child of his parents, was 
bom in Hamburg, Germany, April 4th, 1822. 
When eighteen years of age be commenced the 
study of medicine in his native city, and contin- 
ued it in Gottingen, Halle and Berlin, where he 
graduated, June 19th, 1845, at the age of twenty 
three, makmg his medical examinations in the 
Latiriy French and Oerman languages with high 
honors. At the request of his uncles, he took up 
the study of Theology, in which he graduated 
two years later, and came to America, landing 
in New York June 19th, 1847. He subsequently 
came west and was married to Margeretta Rei- 
boldt in 1851, in the State of Indiana. From 
thence he removed to New Ulm, Minn., arriving 
there June 19th. There he was engaged in prac- 
ticing medicine and teaching school until the 
breaking out of the Sioux war which began on 
the 19th of Aug. 1862. It is a singular fact that 
a majority of important events occurred to him 
on the 19th of some month, cus did many that are 
not mentioned here. The Indians attacked his 
house from the rear, and as he, his wife and on- 
ly child — ^a little boy — passed out of the front 
door, a shower of more than a dozen rifle balls 
riddled the door and their clothing. Never did 
specimens of humanity, or even beasts of prey 
display in a more unlimited manner their vari- 
ous modes of execution. Males and females of 
all ages, were not only shot and scalped, by 
**the noble (?) red men", but were pierced by 
scores of bullets, swords and arrows, were torn 
to pieces by main force, were literally mashed 
out of existence with stones, clubs, or any avail- 
able missile ; were nailed to trees, fences and the 
sides of houses. Helpless infants had their un- 
conscious brains beaten out on the sidewalk, or 
stones in the street. Thus was the spirit of total 
destruction of the pale face, shown by the anni- 
hilation of everything however innocent. These 
with a hundred other brutalities unknown to 
civilized people, are some of the trials through 
which our lately departed brother passed. In 
the stampede that followed, a few buildings 
were found to serve the double cajMioity of fort 
and hospital, and here, while ministering to the 
wounded and dying of his fellow-citizens. Dr. 
Blecken earned a gratitude which will ever fol- 
.lowhis memory. After a long siege troops ar- 
rived, dispersed the raiders, and the pioneers 
were taken down the river in boats. At Red- 



wing the Dr. found himself, his wife, and child 
sick and worn, with nothing of home left save 
the clothing they wore : and now came trials 
harder to bear than those of war. Some people 
well knowing his condition would go and ask if 
he was in need ; his answer was, *^You know I 
am in need but if you do not know better than 
to ask me, I will never accept anything while 1 
can work." Often did he feed his wife and child 
and keep nothing for hunself. 

Here he learned that the world is most unkuid 
to those who are most unfortunate. But follow- 
ing his life niley ^^Do right and fear no one.^^ he 
was bound to succeed. He pursued his profes- 
sion with an ' Hron will " in Redwing and Hast- 
ings until 1867, when he located in Minneapolis 
where he had a larger field to exercise his vigor- 
ous mind and body. How well he succeeded in 
the latter city, hundreds of his former patients 
can tell, and his elegant property stands to illus- 
trate. 

Having embraced, the American or Eclectic 
system of medicine, he gave his attention to the 
treatment of chronic diseases, in which he was 
remarkably successful. He was a man of more 
than ordinary force of character, but was hon- 
est with his patients. If he said he could cure 
or help them, his treatment supported the state- 
ment. Having done so he demanded his pay 
and got it. He was more frank perhaps than 
some of us ; seeing a hopeless case he would say : 
**I cannot help you, I do not want your money." 
In directing patients he was precise, and in their 
observance of the same he was exa<;ting. In 
meeting engftgements he was prompt, and if any 
one failed to be so with him once, he took care 
to do better next time. He was bold, open, and 
severe toward his enemies, but towards his 
friends or any whom he saw suffering he w£is as 
sympathizing as a child. In his line of practice 
he ranked in the first class, and a^ a German or- 
aior he was hardly excelled in this country. All 
in all, he waij a true man, and by his life rule he 
died, and in accordance with his request it wsus 
engraved on his coffin-plate. 

Thus the medical fraternity has lost a worthy 
member, and many a patient has lost his best 
friend. 



Fluid Extract Ergot. 

Extract from letter of W. H. H. Cobb, M. D., 
Goldsboro, N. C, Dec. 11, 1878. 

"Your Fluid Extract Ergot, **Form. 1874," ifl 
all that it is represented. I prefer it to any other 
preparatien of Ergot." 
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Fluid Extract of Ergot. ''Formula 1874." 

Extract from letter of £ldrid0b W. Close, 
M. D., Hamden, Del. Co., N. Y„ Nov. 6, 78. 

''I have used your Fluid Extract of Ergot 
with most excellent results, both internally and 
hypodermioally in two cases of haemoptysis — I 
have also used in one case of scrofula, your lo- 
do Bromide of Calcium Comp., with the addit- 
ion of Biniodide of Mercury, with good results. " 



i#>» 



Elixir lodo and DIphtherlne. 

Extract from letter of J. C. Rutherford, M. 
D., Newport, Vt., Nov. 12th, 1878. 

"I have been using your Elixir lodo ever since 
it has been on the market, and it has given me 
great satisfaction. I have performed some very 
remarkable cures with it, of some of which I am 
preparing reports for your Journal of Materia 
Medica. I believe the limit of the number of 
cases in which it can be used to advantage has 
not yet been reacl>ed. I am in the habit of pre- 
scribing it almost daily, and in no instance has 
it failed to give me satisfaction. 

To deprive me of this and your Diphtherine 
would be a loss indeed. They cannot be praised 
too highly, and thus we fail to express their 
worth as remedies." 



Firweln. 

Letter from Detroit, Mich., Oct. 29, 1878. 

^^I have just come across a most remarkable 
cure by the Firwein, of a man who had a terri- 
ble cough which had baffled the skill of the 
most eminent Physlaians in this city. A friend 
recommended Firwein to him, of which he has 
taken four bottles. He considers himself cured 
and gives the Firwein all the praise. He met 
his physician one day who remarked how well 
he looked, and asked him what he was taking. 
The patient replied Firwein. **What is that?" 
"Why it is a preparation prepared by Tilden & 
Co." ** Oh yes I recollect it now, but as I did 
not know its component parts I have never pre- 
scribed it." The Dr. directed h\m to **keep on 
taking it if it is doing you so much good." I 
will give you full particulars in my next." P. 

DIphtherlne. 

No. 420 So. Adams St , Peoria, His., Nov. 29, '78. 
Gentlemen : 

My friend, Dr. J. R. Niglaa, Health Officer of our 
City, called my attention to the use of DiPHTHBBiNB.in 
Diphtheria. I have treated forty cases within the past 



two months, used it locally and Internally, and have 
met with good sacoess in every case. 

I generally prescribe it among children from 2 to 5 
years, gtt. v to the dose with Syr. Simple, every 4 
hours, locally, 1 to 8 : increase the dose internally and 
strength locally, according to age. I consider it a 
safe and sure remedy, and highly recommend it. 

Yours Truly, H. M. Shbbman, M. D. 



Powdered Extract of Malt. 

By our method of desication in vacuo we are ena- 
bled to present to the Piofession our Pure Extract of 
Malt in a powdbbeu fobm, unaltbbbu, so that it can 
be combined with other articles in powder, or given in 
the powder alone. 

Since its introduction it has become a favorite with 
many physicians who have used it, particularly with 
children, alone, and in combination. 

With adults, the powdered form is frequently more 
agreeable and conveniently given ; it is useful as a Di- 
etetic artic e in a great variety of diseases — for the re- 
storation of delicate and exhausted constitutions, debil- 
ity in aged jxTsona, impaired nutrition, loss of appetite, 
chronic diarrhooa, in irritable conditions of the stomach, 
&c. 

Mention is made by physicians, in letters to us, of 
its success in gastric disorders, in indigestion, tendency 
to flatulency after eating, and a general disarrange- 
ment of the functions of digestion and assimilation. 
An eminent physician found it one of the best remedies 
in deficiency of urine ; he found that when he ti;ave it 
in tea^)oonf ul doses three or four times a day, the nor- 
mal amount would be restored in 24 to 36 hours, and 
he also had found it serviceable m a torpid state of the 
iver. 

Journal of Materia Medloa. 

Extraxst from letter of O. E. McCollum, M. D., 
Mt. Vernon, Tenn., Nov. 8, 1878. 

**I valne the ** Journal" so highly, that I can- 
not get along without it." 

Extract from letter of I. Patton, M. D., Clyde, 
Jasper Co., Iowa, Nov. 7, 78. 

** I never expect to do without the ** Journal." 
I think more of it than of any other periodical 
in my list." 

For Constipation. 

The following formula is recommended by C. 

Rich, M. D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

IJ . Alex. Senna pulv | i. 

Lac Sulphur ) 

Carbonate Iron > aa 3 i. 

Cream Tartar ) 

Make a masked flavor with Wintergreen, and 

divide into gr. x. lozenges. 

Dose, one or two a^ required. 
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